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Fire Station No. 8 History and Legacy Working Group Meeting #1 

Meeting Summary  
March 8, 2018; 7 – 9 PM  
Langston Community Center, Room 109 

Subject: Charge and Process Review, What’s Possible for the Future?, Tour FS8 
WG Members in Attendance: Noah Simon, Chair; Lydia Cole; Dale Smith; Kitty Clark Stevenson; Marguarite 
Gooden; Edith Gravely; Jennifer Burgin; Denny Truesdale; Andrew Wenchel, Jr; James Schroll; Richard Lolich; 
Saundra Green; Elizabeth Morton 
 
Staff in Attendance, Mark Schwartz, County Manager; Kellie Brown, CPHD Planning; Richard Pinskey, DES 
Facilities; Joseph Reshetar, Fire Department 
 

 
Summary 

Following a presentation by Noah Simon, including words from Mark Schwartz on the Working Group 
charge and County staff providing an overview of the scope of the Fire station replacement project, the 
Working Group members raised questions and comments/considerations that are summarized as follows:  

WG Charge 

• The is strong support for the working group charge.  The station, the men who served there, and 
the men who spent time there were the positive foundations of the Hall’s Hill/High View Park 
community; the reason why many of the WG members are here today.   

• A number of the WG members mentioned the personal connections to the fire station, including 
family members who served at the fire station in leadership roles before and during integration, 
time spent at the station as a community institution during community events. 

• Arts programming open for consideration? Arts programming is a creative idea that should be 
explored. 

• The future of the house to be used as temporary quarters for the fire fighters during construction 
of the replacement station is not within the scope of this group’s charge, yet if members have ideas 
then they should be documented in the report. 

Themes and Ideas to Consider 

• Honoring the men of the Hall’s Hill/High View Park as foundations and leaders of the community 
with strong, powerful legacy in their children, the community they built, and the progress achieved. 

• Pride in growing up in Hall’s Hill/High View Park 
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• We may want to consider proposing various options representing perhaps a “high”, “medium”, and 
“low” level of investment. 

• The outside appearance or elements of the station should draw people in and encourage them to 
visit the inside of the station. 

• Thinking of movie viewings that use to be held here; is there a way to incorporate some sort of 
projection in art elements (e.g. eternal flame) 

• Key themes that emerged from Gateway design focus groups were “family” and preserving both 
the Hall’s Hill and High View Park names. 

Meeting Procedures and Agenda 

• Name tents will be provided for next meeting 
• Presentations as available will be posted in advance; please let the Chair know if requesting a paper 

copy for the meeting. 
• Meeting #2 will begin with history presentation to be provided by three working group members.  

Department of Libraries Center for Local History and Community Planning, Housing, and 
Development Historic Preservation staff are available to support as needed. 

Replacement Project 

• Honoring the history and legacy is very important; however, designing a state of the art fire station 
with the best equipment and facilities should be the first priority for this station that historically did 
not receive equal treatment. 

• Opportunities for meeting space in temporary station?  The current station welcomes members of 
the community wishing to have small meetings (4-5 people); this can also be accommodated in the 
house to be used as temporary quarters for the fire fighters during construction of the replacement 
station. 

• How will the fuel station be treated during construction of the temporary and permanent station?  
A temporary fueling station (during construction) will be coordinated to include a two-year lease of 
above ground tank and pumping equipment. Possible locations include Fire Station 8, Fire Station 
2, Fire Station No. 6 or Buck site.  The permanent fueling station to be located on site north of new 
station as per slide 18 in presentation on 3/8/2018. 

• The replacement station will be 15,000 square feet.  What is the size of the existing station? This 
answer was not provided at the meeting yet staff has researched this to determine that the existing 
station 8,445 square feet (basement = 3,255 sf and main level = 5,193 sf) 

• Will a community room be built in the permanent station?  This is not currently part of the scope of 
work but the design firm will be asked to explore the potential for this to be accommodated while 
still prioritizing fire station operations. 

• Can anything be preserved from the Hicks House? House to be demolished in July; historic 
preservation staff will be documenting the exterior and interior of the house (photographs and 
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sketch floor plans). These materials will be shared with the Center for Local History, Arlington 
Public Library, and archived. The County will coordinate with local salvage companies. If supportive 
of WG recommendations, the County will explore the feasibility of selecting and storing a limited 
quantity of building materials (I.e. bricks) from the Hicks house and the old fire station for future 
use in landscaping and/or commemorative elements at FS8. 

• The new station will have gender specific quarters with accommodations appropriate for both. 

Public Comment 

• John Stanton from the Center for Local History introduced himself and offered the resources of the 
Center for Local History (John Stanton) 

• Can the Hicks house be relocated to another site if space is available? Will the new building have 
space for EMS staff? Is it correct that one bay will be used to store a backup unit and is that a 
necessary expense?  (D. Michael Ingram) 

o The costs associated with relocating the house outweigh potential benefits and is not within 
the scope of this project. The new building will have space for EMS staff.  A fourth bay 
space will allow for future growth, staging of ready reserve equipment and possible 
changes of the types of emergency services that respond from station 8.  

• Can more details be provided on site design and layout and phasing of construction and potential 
impacts on adjacent properties? *Is a training schedule available for the two houses? (Thomas 
Sitzer, neighbor) 

o For Site Layout of Temporary Station and Permanent Station see slide 12 and 13 in 
presentation on 3/8/2018. Construction activities will follow standard procedures to 
mitigate impacts (I.e. noise limits, traffic, fire, pedestrian access).  Additional information 
about the project will be made available to the community and adjacent neighbors as more 
details are developed.  The training schedule will be determined once asbestos abatement 
is completed.  


