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MEETING SUMMARY  
  
To:  Oakland Park Improvements Project File 
From:  Shannon Clark Early 
Date:  4.26.17 
RE:  4.24.17 Design Meeting with BVSCA  
 
 
On Monday, April 24, DPR attended the BVSCA Civic Association meeting to review changes to the 
design of the park improvements for Oakland Park AND to review the design for the public art 
feature included in the project. This is a Neighborhood Conservation Project that was previously 
scoped and funded.  
 
Staff Attendees: 
Shannon Clark Early, Department of Park and Recreation (DPR), Landscape Architect 
Elizabeth Carriger, Public Art 
 
Community Attendees: See attendance sheet in the file 
Community members are invited to sign up for the project updates list on the project page 
online. The sign in sheet is just for County records and no one on the list will be emailed. 
 
 
1.  Overview  
Neighborhood Conservation (NC) staff met previously with members of the BVSCA to discuss the 
design for improvements to Oakland Park. Following our last meeting, the Parks Department 
worked with our Parks and Natural Resources Department to make changes to the park design due 
to concerns regarding public safety and the health of the large specimen tree in Oakland Park.  
 
This project has previously been approved by the Civic Association, the Neighborhood 
Conservation Board and the County Board. The approved project scope includes updates to the 
entirety of Oakland Park to make surfaces and site furnishings ADA compliant and to enhance the 
site experience for park users.  
 
The goals of this meeting are to go over the changes to the overall park design, review the design 
of the art piece, answer questions from the Community and achieve consensus so we can move 
forward with the project and get it built. 
 
2.  Design Revision Presentation 
 
Capitol Bike Share: 
 
Capitol Bike Share is a private company. While Arlington County does partner with them on 
occasion and allows stations to be built on County land, we do not dictate to them where stations 
should be located.  
 
Since the beginning phases of this project, staff has identified the existing capitol bike share station 
within Oakland Park as something that would have to be relocated. Due to state and county storm 
water regulations, the station could not remain in the park following the renovation. All existing 
impervious surfaces within the park have to be removed in order to meet the requirements. As it is, 
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even with only pervious paving surfaces in the plan, we have to mitigate the stormwater runoff 
through the installation of BMPs. 
 
Staff reached out to CaBi early on and they agreed to relocate the station. They explored on street 
placement on the surrounding streets but were met with safety concerns due to fast moving 
vehicles in the area. 
 
When the station at Oakland Park was originally installed, CaBi had a placement criterion of around 
200 meters between stations. They have since changed station placement to around 300-500 
meters between stations. As the Virginia Square Metro CaBi station is less than 300 meters from 
the previous Oakland Park station, they decided not to replace the station in the area. Instead they 
will expand the Virginia Square Metro Station as necessitated by demand. 
 
CaBi is willing to meet with community members to discuss the rationale and decision to 
consolidate services at Virginia Square if needed. 
 
Plan Review: 
 
Staff has modified the approved design for Oakland Park due to public safety concerns and ongoing 
health issues with the large American Elm.  
 
Our urban forester brought to my attention that elms of this age and in this condition drop limbs 
from time to time. It’s not much of a safety risk for general park users but it becomes a concern 
when we create a space directly under the tree designed for people to spend prolonged period of 
time. Because of this, I have modified the design. The scope elements and design intentions have 
remained the same as shown previously. 
 
In this design revision, the seating area has been moved out from under the tree, towards Wilson 
Blvd. The planted area has also moved from the north side of the central walkway to the south side 
of the walkway. The seating areas are still raised decks featuring movable furniture. The northern 
area will have a counter space so people can  
 
3.  Community Comments & Discussion 
 
Q-I’m allergic to bees. Won’t bees be attracted to the plantings? 
A-The majority of plantings along the seating area are various grasses. We plan to focus more of 
the pollinator plants away from the main seating area. 
 
Q-Why can’t more of the site be plantings or meadow and not mown lawn? Can’t we just not mow 
the lawn and let grass meadow take over the site?  
A-This park is in a very urban corridor. It doesn’t make sense to spend money on extensive 
meadow plantings in Oakland Park as there is not the connectivity to other natural areas or the 
space needed to really create a habitat for native fauna. Letting the existing grass go to seed would 
be unsightly, garbage would get caught in it and it would attract rats. We are planning a native 
pollinator garden and plantings of local grasses but in manageable quantities. There will be a net 
reduction in mown area from what is currently the case in the park.  
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4.  Art Presentation 
 
Artist Foon Sham presented the design and materials for his art piece that will be located in 
Oakland Park. He proposed a walk-through piece that mimics the landscape and provides shade. It 
is to be constructed of Kebony, a durable and environmentally friendly wood with a 30-year 
warranty. He recently used this material to build a sculpture at the REI in Rockville. The art piece 
has wide open sides to prevent people from hiding or moving in. The piece will be approximately 8’ 
wide and 14’ long.  
 
5.  Community Comments & Discussion 
 
Q- Won’t homeless people live there? 
A-We do not foresee this being a problem. We have much larger picnic pavilions and other covered 
structures in many of our County parks and do not have problems with people living in them. The 
piece itself is only 8’ wide and is above a walkway which makes this an unattractive place to spend 
the night. The piece was specifically designed with large openings to discourage this. 
 
Q- If the piece is built on a walkway, will children be able to run in and out of the side openings as 
described? 
A-Yes, there will be grass along the openings so people can run in and out and play. 
 
 
5. Vote 
 
The BVSCA took a vote immediately following the Q&A section of the art design presentation. The 
BVSCA voted unanimously in favor of approving both the park design revision and the art design as 
presented. 
 
6. Next Steps & Follow Up 
 
Staff will begin putting together construction documents for the project. 
 
Updates on the project timeline will be provided on the project’s website: 
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/oakland-park/ 
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