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DATE:    December 4, 2016 – 2:00 PM 

RE:    Visioning Workshop Breakout Sessions 

    Sports and Recreation Meeting Summary 

NOTES PREPARED BY:  K. Thomas 

 

Staff and Consultants Present: K. Thomas, D. Probus, J. Klein (LK) 

Initial questions posed to attendees included: 

 What do you perceive to be the best use of sports/recreation space in the 4MRV Parks 

Master Plan study area? 

 What sports and recreation needs are unmet in Arlington County? 

 How might the space in this study area help alleviate those deficits? 

Comments from attendees and “Round Robin” of most important ideas from each 

participant: 

 There is a demonstrable “knock-on” effect of fields being lost during reconstruction.  

This issue must be addressed during the planning of any renovations to the existing 

parkland at Jennie Dean/in the study area; appropriate phasing should be employed to 

avoid losing capacity for sports. 

 The walking path and bridge link to Shirlington Village is too dark and too poorly lit to 

encourage pedestrian traffic to the available parking lots in Shirlington 

o Players/families prefer to park close to the recreational area  

o Players/families do not feel safe walking across the bridge to Shirlington 

 A large number of attendees expressed an urgent need for additional turf fields: 

o More multi-use fields are needed.  These fields should be constructed with 

artificial turf 

o Consistent practice times are key to programming.  Turf fields will help a great 

deal with this. 

 If indoor facilities are to be constructed, indoor tennis courts should be a priority 

 The tennis courts in Jennie Dean should be retained 

 When the tennis courts at Jennie Dean are reconstructed, they should include striping 

for pickleball. 

 Additional spaces for court sports are needed 

 Tennis on top of a building has been done. Keep as a possibility. 

 Additional outdoor tennis courts are needed 

 The park should have the same amount of diamond fields, if not more 

 Dedicated pickleball courts are highly desired 
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 Batting cages are desirable  

 Suggest layering of adult diamond field on top of a soccer field 

 Concern about where to go when a thunder storm comes up; no safe space at this time. 

 Query regarding the placement of a boxing ring; should it stay at Barcroft or go to Jennie 

Dean study area? 

 Participants reported that there was no real problem with playing on fields with multi-

sport lines. 

 Public washrooms should be open year round; this is key for older people so they can be 

out exercising and age in place.  

 Benches should have arms 

 Attendees strongly encouraged new, enhanced washroom facilities at Jennie Dean Park 

 Concerns were voiced regarding individuals loitering in the shelter area and near the 

restroom in the park area; a diminished sense of safety, especially for children going 

back and forth to the washrooms 

 Requests were made for additional lighting for the court spaces and the ball fields 

 Additional lighting was requested for the sidewalks and crossing points throughout the 

park 

 A request was made that recreation facilities be placed closer to the street to give them 

visibility 

 Any construction of a new building in the parks study area should be very carefully 

considered; it would be undesirable to have a built facility completely dominate the 

space 

 Requests were made for additional open space and visibility throughout the study area 

 Attendees noted that there was a twin goal of having better gateways and access points 

into the study area while maximizing the green space throughout the parks 

 A need was expressed for “swing space”, e.g., very young children can utilize non-field 

practice space 

 Girls’ Softball: concerns about adequate space; growing demand needs to be met as the 

county expands 

 Strong concern was expressed regarding the loss of indoor programming space at 

Longbridge Park.  Arlington County has a demonstrable need for programmable indoor 

spaces that can accommodate indoor soccer, boxing, gymnastics, group exercise rooms, 

additional court space, a walking track, balcony seating (e.g., Barcroft Park) for viewing 

classes, and perhaps a roof turf field 

 Pickleball: Remember that “pickleball is not a stepchild of tennis” and that designated 

pickleball court space is important 

 Staff was urged to be mindful of the needs that have been identified in prior studies in 

Arlington County, e.g., POPS, MAC, etc. 
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 Park users will use each of the amenities and park elements when they can access them; 

there is very little risk that anything constructed or programmed in the park study area 

will go unused 

Questions posed to staff included: 

 What is the impact of using synthetic turf on fields in a floodplain/RPA?  How will they 

drain and does their use contribute to soil contamination? 

o Staff response: Staff stays up to date on the options and research regarding 

surfacing options and uses that information to determine what will/will not be 

used in the choice of surfacing for sporting areas.  These issues can be managed 

through engineering and design.  Further details will emerge as part of the 

design process. 

 Where could an indoor sports/athletics center be located?  Is it possible to locate it in 

the proposed land swap area?  If so, is it possible to build a structure that is several 

stories high to include ART parking, public parking, and levels with sports facilities? 

o The County is supportive of the co-location of facilities wherever possible.  Staff 

will consider location of additional County facilities within the Parks Master Plan 

Area and the larger Area Plan for 4MRV.  Staff will also continue to look at 

alternative sites throughout the County for the placement of a facility of this 

type. At this time, there is no funding for this type of structure, so any decision 

about siting or construction is many, many years off. 


