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DATE:    December 4, 2016 – 4:00 PM 

RE:    Visioning Workshop Breakout Sessions 

    Open Space and Natural Resources Summary  

NOTES PREPARED BY:  K. Thomas 

 

Staff and Consultants Present: K. Thomas, D. Probus, S. Archer, J. Klein (LK) 

Comments from attendees and “Round Robin” of most important ideas from each 

participant: 

 There needs to be a way to define the open space and natural area in this park study 

area 

o The POPS program is working to define this broadly in the county 

 Planning for this area needs to address the question of a healthy ecosystem and hot just 

“pretty landscaping” 

 One attendee pointed out that staff, as subject matter experts, are not the audience for 

the outreach and communications efforts; materials and verbiage should be crafted 

accordingly 

 A suggestion was made for interpretive trails and trail markers for the 4MRV open 

spaces 

 It is important to tie the outreach and communications discussion to wildlife and 

ecosystem services 

 The stream ecosystem is its own connected corridor and must be treated as such across 

the county and related jurisdictions 

 Natural resources features include: monarch butterflies, pollinators, habitat creation, 

and urban meadow opportunities 

 A suggestion was made to shift 100% of the active uses from Jennie Dean Park to the 

crescent space and reclaim the entire 4MRV park planning area for green space 

 Any development of a multi-use facility should be shifted to an area that is better suited 

to construction and development 

 Energy impacts need to be considered in this parks panning area; staff should determine 

how they will address this concern 

 There should be an emphasis on expanding the riparian buffer  

 The park study area currently contains very little un-programmed open space; the 

unprogrammed area should be protected  

 Attendees stated that they want to see better water quality in Four Mile Run 

 This is her front yard and would like to see good things happen here 
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 A strong focus should be on the trees in the study area and the environment trees 

require in order to thrive 

 Staff should ask people who are not naturalists what to call the natural spaces 

 A suggestion was made to add interpretive signage in the park to explain the natural 

resources and habitat. 

 Staff was asked to develop an overlay for the park study area map that will show how 

many trees it takes to have a habitat that is sufficient to support wildlife. 

 Goals for the natural areas include invasive plant control and restoration and the 

improvement of water quality, 

 The park design will need to include plans for natural areas as part of development plan. 

 There is strong support for a path or a walkway to give people access to the stream 

along the north side of Four Mile Run 

 A walkway along the outside of the fence for the dog park was suggested. 

 People like the trees in the dog park 

 In the low area, create a wildlife focal point such as a wet area.  

 It was suggested that the name for the park be amended to reflect the study area as a 

green park or riparian area, stream side park, or a sanctuary for designated species 

 Staff was asked to look for descriptive ways to highlight the value of the natural area in 

the park and its importance to the county 

 Placing new infrastructure in a floodplain is questionable. 

 Fishery closer to the Alexandria side for fly fishing. 

 Staff was asked to look at Prospect Park in Brooklyn; urban area but there is an area 

with forest and a nice trail through it. 

 A number should be determined for tree canopy for this park 

 


