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MEETING SUMMARY  
  
To:  Oakland Park Improvements Project File 
From:  Shannon Clark Early 
Date:  11/28/16 
RE:  11/28/16 Design Meeting with BVSCA  
 
 
On Monday, November 28, 2016 DPR attended the BVSCA Civic Association meeting to review the 
design of the park improvements for Oakland Park. This is a Neighborhood Conservation Project 
that was previously scoped and funded.  
 
Staff Attendees: 
Shannon Clark Early, Department of Park and Recreation (DPR), Landscape Architect 
Lyndell Core, (PNR) 
Elizabeth Carriger, Public Art 
 
Community Attendees: See attendance sheet in the file 
Community members are invited to sign up for the project updates list on the project page 
online. The sign in sheet is just for County records and no one on the list will be emailed. 
 
 
1.  Overview  
Neighborhood Conservation (NC) staff met previously with members of the BVSCA to discuss the 
design for improvements to Oakland Park. Following our last meeting, the Parks Department put 
out a design survey in order to get additional input from Community members and park users.  
 
This project has previously been approved by the Civic Association, the Neighborhood 
Conservation Board and the County Board. The approved project scope includes updates to the 
entirety of Oakland Park to make surfaces and site furnishings ADA compliant and to enhance the 
site experience for park users.  
 
The goals of this meeting are to go over the survey results, review the park design that was 
developed in response to the input from both the previous meeting and the online survey, answer 
questions from the Community and achieve consensus so we can move forward with the project 
and get it built. 
 
2.  Staff Presentation 
 
Oakland Park Survey Results: 
 
1) The vast majority of respondents currently use the park as a walk through either on the way to 
the metro or on the way to some other destination. Many respondents walk their dog here. Arlington 
Street People’s Assistance Network (ASPAN) hands out lunches for the homeless and many others 
eat the lunches at the picnic tables in the park. There is also a Tai Chi class held in the park and for 
those respondents, a level, grassy space for the class was important. 
 
2) The majority of respondents would like to see an increase in the number of benches and 
plantings and about the same number of trees, tables and trash/recycling receptacles as are 
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currently in the park. The path that cuts through the park is narrow, gravel and does not meet ADA 
requirements. This path also gets muddy and many respondents asked for it to be addressed.  
 
3) A few respondents commented on the overhead utility lines. We can’t underground the electric 
lines that run along Oakland and Nelson as part of this project but we did have the lines that run 
diagonally through the park relocated. This has already been completed. We will also be widening 
the sidewalk along 9th street as part of a Missing Links project. This should be completed either this 
winter or early spring. 
 
4) While some respondents requested fenced in play or dog areas the majority would like the park’s 
current passive nature to be maintained and the open space to be preserved. This aligns with the 
original project goals that were approved by the BVSCA and the County Board. For those of you 
with children or grandchildren, a new playground recently opened in Quincy Park a few blocks 
away. A major concern for several respondents was the issue of pet waste. While the County can 
place a pet waste station in the park and will empty it we do not replace the waste bags. If this is 
something the Community would like to have in the park then they need to take ownership of the 
station and either replace the bags as a community effort or find a local business who would be 
willing to do it. Sometimes pet supply stores are interested if they can put their logos on the bags. 
 
5) We have been asked by several people to consider lighting the park. While we don’t light parks 
after dark unless there is a programmed space such as courts or fields, we are considering solar 
path lights if they are within budget. These would not be bright lights to illuminate the entire park but 
rather minimum lighting to allow pedestrians to pass through in the evening. 
 
Plan Review: 
 
Design Elements 
We wanted to create a modern and simple design that maintains the current passive use of the park 
while bringing it into ADA compliance, making it more usable for the community and benefitting the 
surrounding location.  
 
1) Preserve the open space and retain existing trees. Staff completed a health assessment of 
existing trees. Those that are in ill-health will be removed. We will do our best to preserve the trees 
onsite and to expand the tree canopy by adding new trees to the edges and interior spaces. The 
new design eliminates the floating concrete picnic areas and ensures there is plenty of open space 
for people to practice Tai Chi, throw a ball, or read a book. 
 
2) Pave the center trail to increase ADA accessibility. The existing trail will be widened and replaced 
with pervious paving. The portion of the trail within the critical root zone of the large elm will be 
elevated boardwalk to protect the tree from compaction. This will also help with the current drainage 
problems so the path won’t be muddy after it rains. 
 
3) Create a central space for picnic tables and some benches that is accessible for all users. This 
design takes advantage of the shade from the large elm tree while preventing people from walking 
all over the tree’s roots and damaging it. The raised deck will be close to the ground and will be 
anchored by diamond piers that don’t require the large concrete footings or impervious paving of 
other types of plaza spaces. The deck will be directly adjacent to the central walkway. 
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4) Replace existing site furniture with new, coordinating furniture while ensuring that some of the 
proposed furnishing are easy for Seniors to use. Some of the new benches will be more modern 
and some more traditional. There will also be movable tables with chairs for picnics, eating lunch 
and gathering with friends. 
 
5) Include additional plantings at both trail entrances and throughout the park. This design includes 
areas for meadow plantings composed of native grasses and wildflowers. This will attract butterflies 
and birds to the park while decreasing the amount of mown lawn. Urban meadows provide much 
needed drainage, habitat and bring seasonal displays. 
 
6) Provide a space for public art. As we have discussed as previous meetings, there will be a public 
art component to this project. A couple of members of the Community were involved in the artist 
selection panel and an artist has been chosen. The artist was given the criteria that the piece will 
have to be functional and provide shade. There will be a separate public process in coordination 
with the BVSCA in order to provide public feedback to the artist during his design process. The 
piece will be constructed of natural materials and will fit into the park and the neighborhood. We are 
locating the piece in this area of the park in order to provide a gateway and to connect the 2 main 
areas of open space.  
 
7) New park signage at both entrances. 
 
3.  Community Comments & Discussion 
 
Staff answered questions posed by members of the Community.  
Q: Will the park be open during construction? A: No.  
Q: Will consideration as pertains to noise be giving during construction for those who live in the 
area? A: All construction will abide by the County Noise Ordinance and will be limited to M-F 7:00 
am – 9:00 pm and weekends from 10:00 am – 9:00 pm. 
Q: What is the timeline? A: The County estimates that construction could begin within a year’s time. 
This is a flexible timeline and could be extended for any number of reasons.  
Q: How large is the urban meadow? A: That is unclear at the moment. The exact size will be 
determined by project budget and the stormwater requirements of the site. 
Q: Could forsythia be included in the planting? A: Forsythia is not native and does not fit within the 
context of an urban meadow. We can look for similar plants to emulate the color and habit. 
 
 
4. Vote 
 
The BVSCA took a vote immediately following the Q&A section of the design presentation. The 
BVSCA voted in favor of approving the design as presented. 
 
5. Next Steps & Follow Up 
 
Staff will begin putting together construction documents for the project. 
 
Updates on the project timeline will be provided on the project’s website: 
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/oakland-park/ 
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