
Shirlington Civic Association 
Design Concepts

Planning for the 

Jennie Dean and Shirlington Park Areas



Shirlington residents care deeply 
about improving these park areas

 Closest and most important park areas for most Shirlington Civic Association 
(SCA) residents

 Many live immediately adjacent to Jennie Dean or Shirlington Parks

 No park or green space within Shirlington Village

 Jennie Dean Park has the only nearby playground for our kids and grandkids

 Shirlington Dog Park is important to us economically and socially

 Many residents are in these park areas several times a day

 Pick up trash 

 Participate in stream cleanups

 Keep an eye on things and report problems



Jennie Dean Park is a local area park

 Faces both the Shirlington and the Nauck communities

 Entrances, signage, amenities, and paths all need to reflect this much better

 Meeting ground for people of all ages, races, incomes and backgrounds

 New playing fields should align with our demographics

 Take care not to increase noise and bright lights affecting residents

 Our age-diverse populations need balance among park uses

 Play areas, playing fields, courts

 Walkers, runners, baby strollers, picnickers

 Open green space



Protect and improve the 
Shirlington Dog Park

 Major amenity for local residents and visitors

 Realtors feature Shirlington Dog Park and the dog-friendly nature of the area to 
new buyers and renters

 People come to Shirlington for coffee and a dog park visit, as well as dinner and a 
show

 More than a dozen dog-related businesses provide jobs and revenue

 Serves as a buffer between businesses and stream

 Could be improved by protecting trees from 
impacted soil, etc. 

 Avoid overly elaborate improvements 
that impinge on dog recreation



Next step in the Alexandria-Arlington 
4MR stream restoration effort
 Design should be consistent with the Four Mile Run Restoration Master Plan 

and Design Guidelines, including 

 Access to and views of the stream, reconnecting people to nature in an urban 
context

 Enhance the function of the 100-year floodplain and stream buffer

 Improve the stream corridor’s aesthetics and ecosystem

 Development that is oriented toward the stream, not turning its back on it

 Promote public awareness of the stream corridor and 
the community

 Use green design 
principles



Parking will be one of the biggest 
challenges

 It’s already challenging enough for existing park 
uses, including 
 Dog park visitors

 Baseball teams and fans 

 New brewery and other businesses

 Cultural programs 

 Arlington Food Assistance Center (AFAC) clients, staff, and volunteers

 New uses will require a realistic, budgeted, well-designed parking and public 
transportation system
 Mesh with the existing system in the Village at Shirlington −− prevent overflow

 Green design principles to offset stormwater from new pavement and fields



SCA is developing a list of specific needs

 Current draft of a design concept paper for the parks is available as a handout 
tonight

 What we have, what we need, what we don’t need

 Will be updated as our residents review and respond with additional ideas
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