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A Brief History of ALL
• Parent organization is Little League International.

• Founded in 1939.
• More than 2.5 million children participate in over 

80 countries.
• First chartered locally in 1986 – 30 years of proud 

service to Arlington youth!
• We are a microcosm of the county. Coaches and 

parents are a diverse mix of lifelong Arlingtonians and 
transplant/transient families.

• Growth over the past decade from just over 500 
players to well over 1,400 players this past season.

• One of two recreational leagues in Arlington serving 
over 2,500 12 & under baseball players, similar in size 
and make up.

• We are grateful for the opportunity and proud to 
speak in solidarity with our brother and sister leagues: 
Arlington Babe Ruth and Arlington Travel Baseball.



Growth in APS =
Growth in ALL

• Youth participation in sports mirrors growth in APS.
• APS enrolled 22,245 students in 2011-2012 to 26,366 

in 2016-2017, projecting 31,893 by 2025.
• ALL enrolled 1,041 participants in 2012 and 1,402 in 

2016. We expect to continue to register a similar 
proportion of school-aged Arlington children and 
to continue to grow at a similar rate.

• Much as the county is struggling to address a lack 
of desks in classrooms for students,

WE ARE RUNNING OUT OF 
SPACE FOR KIDS TO PLAY!



Growth in APS =
Growth in ALL
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Use of the Four Mile Run 
Valley – Jennie Dean
• Beginning in early March of each spring, ALL, 

ABR, and ATB use Jennie Dean every day of 
the week for practices.

• Up to four teams practice in hour-long or 90-
minute slots each weeknight. Up to eight teams 
practice in 90-minute slots on Saturdays, and 
up to seven teams practice in 90-minute slots 
on Sundays.

• 48 children use Jennie each weeknight, 96 
children use it on Saturdays, and 84 use it on 
Sundays.

• Of 42.5 available hours each week, 420 
children make use of the diamond at Jennie 
Dean.



Use of the Four Mile Run 
Valley
• By the middle of April, Jennie Dean becomes 

a game field four nights per week and all 
day Saturday, with practices scheduled on 
the fifth weeknight and all day Sunday.

• In the fall, Jennie Dean is a practice field and 
game field in the evening of every 
weeknight, all day Saturday, and all day 
Sunday.

• Including the Barcroft complex, the Four Mile 
Run corridor serves as the location for over 
75% of our scheduled games for 9-12 year-
olds.



The Need for Jennie Dean
Now

• Our older players play up and down Four 
Mile Run because this is where all of 
Arlington’s state of the art facilities exist.

• They are Nationals fans who want the thrill 
of hitting home runs over the fence.

• They want to play under the lights.
• They want to play real baseball on bigger 

diamonds with leads and steals (50-70 
baseball).

• No other fields in any other parts of 
Arlington offer the same flexibility, 
opportunity, amenities, or experience to 
Arlington youth.



The Need for Jennie Dean
in the Future

• Arlington’s growth shows no signs of 
slowing.

• Today’s single and newlywed millenials
are tomorrow’s Little League moms and 
dads.

• Of those already enrolled in ALL, 2/3 are 
still rising to the levels of play that will 
enjoy use of the Four Mile Run Valley.
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Pride and Ownership
• Arlington Little League does more than play on 

these fields.
• Volunteers take responsibility for daily 

maintenance, to include weeding, raking, filling 
in holes, leveling low spots, cleaning up dugouts 
and surrounding area, etc.

• In 2008, ALL paid $4,800 toward the 
rehabilition of Jennie Dean.

• Since then, the county has undertaken 
significant work to continue to improve the 
grading, drainage, and overall condition of the 
field.

• We are proud of our role in reducing game  
cancellations and enhancing the quality of 
green space in Arlington and this neighborhood.



The Final Score

• The growing number of Arlington children 
need places to exercise, play, and develop 
into athletes.

• We cannot lose fields. We need to increase 
the amount of green space and diamond 
facilities in Arlington.

• In the interest of being good neighbors, we 
hope to join forces with the Four Mile Run 
community.

• We embrace creative solutions – fields as 
bridges, on parking structures, turf fields, etc. 
– but our children cannot afford a loss of 
quality space. We must keep the ball in play!
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