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MEETING SUMMARY  
  
To:  Oakland Park Improvements Project File 
From:  Shannon Clark Early 
Date:  4/25/16 
RE:  4/25/16 Design Meeting with BVSCA  
 
 
On Monday, April 25, 2016 DPR attended the BVSCA Civic Association meeting to kick-off the 
design phase of the park improvements to Oakland Park. This is a Neighborhood Conservation 
Project that was previously scoped and funded. 
 
Staff Attendees: 
Shannon Clark Early, Department of Park and Recreation (DPR), Landscape Architect 
Elizabeth Carriger, Public Art 
 
Community Attendees: See attendance sheet in the file 
Community members are invited to sign up for the project updates list on the project page 
online. The sign in sheet is just for County records and no one on the list will be emailed. 
 
 
1.  Overview  
Neighborhood Conservation (NC) staff met previously with members of the BVSCA to develop a 
scope and project budget for improvements to Oakland Park. This project was approved by the 
Civic Association, the Neighborhood Conservation Board and the County Board. We are now ready 
to kick off the design phase with the Community. The approved project scope includes updates to 
the entirety of Oakland Park to make surfaces and site furnishings ADA compliant and to enhance 
the site experience for park users. Design elements include all new site furnishings, pervious 
paving, wood decking, ornamental plantings and new park signage. Park staff worked with the 
Community previously to develop project goals: 
 
PROJECT GOALS FOR OAKLAND PARK IMPROVEMENTS 
 
1) Preserve the open space and retain existing trees. 
2) Pave the center trail to increase ADA accessibility. 
3) Formalize the layout of the site furniture and bring park into ADA compliance. 
4) Replace existing site furniture with new, coordinating furniture. (Ensure that some of the 
proposed furnishing are easy for seniors to use) 
5) Locate new trash/recycling receptacles near the bike rack. 
6) Eliminate the secondary path. 
7) Clean up the grassy area and remove old concrete and debris from the North West corner. 
8) Include complementary plantings at both trail entrances. 
9) Include new tree plantings. 
10) Include park signage at both entrances. 
11) Maintain park as a passive-use park.  
12) Create a park space that befits the surrounding location. 
 
Additionally, the Community was interested in improving the very visible utilities in the park. Staff 
has already had the coin operated meters replaced with kiosk meters. Staff is currently working with 
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DES to see about undergrounding utilities along Oakland and Nelson Streets but it looks highly 
unlikely that any undergrounding will be done in tandem with this project due to expense. It is 
something that will be considered when future private development occurs in the area. Staff is 
working to have the diagonal wire either removed or undergrounded and will try very hard to include 
that in this project since it overhangs the park itself. It’s a communications pole and wire so it should 
be much less involved than power utilities.  
 
There is a zoning requirement that affects the sidewalk width along 9th street. We are required to 
widen the sidewalk to 6’ clear and add a planting strip between the walk and the street. We are 
working to complete this through the Missing Links program but if that doesn’t work it will have to 
come out of our project budget. 
 
During the scoping meetings, members of the Community had expressed an interest in involving 
Public Art in the process since the Arts Center is so very close to this location. Public Art has 
received a grant to be used in Oakland Park and we are going to see if we can hire a local artist to 
create either some of the site furnishings or some sort of overhead structure that would provide 
shade. 
  
The goals of this meeting are to go over the concept plan and put together a list of Community Input 
that we can use to develop the concept into a final design. 
 
2.  Community Comments & Discussion 
 
First, Christel McDonald, from the Community provided a short history of the park.  
 
Staff went over the existing concept plan and shared an image board that captures of the look that 
is currently being considered. The Community was asked to provide questions and/or comments to 
the design esthetic and public art components of the project as well as any other things they would 
like to see included in the overall park design. The comments were as follows: 
 
-Parents of small children requested that some area be restricted from dog use for sanitary 
reasons. Staff responded that playgrounds are restricted from dogs and are provided so that 
children can play without coming into contact with dog fecal matter. Staff will look into it but it is 
unlikely that non-play specific areas can be officially “off-limits” to dogs. 
 
-Tai Chi users practice in the park and requested that at least one area be flat so that can continue. 
Staff will make sure there are flat areas in the park. 
 
-A request was made for a horseshoes pit. Staff replied that Oakland Park is an unprogrammed 
space. Park users are welcome to bring their own small games but DPR will not be including 
specific activities in the park plan. 
 
-The park area currently gets muddy when it rains. Members of the Community requested a nice 
walkway that won’t have drainage concerns. The park should be simple and green with more trees 
and not much else. Park staff plans to replace the existing path with an accessible walkway that 
won’t pool or get muddy. The design will be simple and will include plantings and additional trees. 
 
-Concern was expressed that the public art won’t have context or will just sit there. Staff ensured 
that the Public Art process had strict guidelines and that the art would be functional and not just for 
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viewing. Members of the Community will be included in the art review panel which will select the 
artist. Staff is currently considering art that functions either as seating or as an overhead shade 
element. 
 
-A Community member listed all the ways in which the park is currently used: 
Foot transit; dog walking; gathering spot; kids running around and play; working on a phone or 
tablet; lunch gatherings; feeding of the homeless; Church adjacent space; Easter egg hunts; 
picnics; Frisbee throwing or ball throwing; sunbathing; snow angels; a place to children to do crafts 
on tables such as finger painting; waystation for Community walks; Capitol bikeshare station; fire 
drill gathering spot; and bird habitat. 
 
3.  Next Steps & Follow Up 
County staff will put out a public survey to gather input from Community members who were unable 
to attend this evening. Using information from this evening and from the survey, County staff will 
develop and plan and return to the BVSCA in the future for review.  


