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Summary 

In spring 2015, the section of Wilson Boulevard between 

N. Frederick and N. Manchester Streets will be repaved 

and restriped. At the request of the Bluemont Civic 

Association, and following a review of recent traffic 

volumes and other transportation data, Arlington 

County’s Transportation Division will take advantage of 

the opportunity to reconfigure the roadway to better 

accommodate all road users. The road will be restriped 

from its current four lanes to three lanes (one in each 

direction and a two-way center left turn lane), with the 

addition of a bike lane on both sides of the street. 

 

This is a demonstration project that will be monitored by County staff to determine whether such a 

reconfiguration is viable along the rest of Wilson Blvd., west of N. Glebe Road.   

Improving safety and accessibility 

Roadway reconfigurations take streets that have an excess amount of carrying capacity for cars and reconfigures 

how the space is used through restriping of the lane lines. Implementing elements of a complete street actually 

improves traffic flow while dramatically increasing the safety of everyone using the road, including people on 

bikes (by adding bike lanes), on foot (by improving pedestrian crossings), and behind the wheel (by reducing 

speeding and collisions). Anticipated benefits of this demonstration project are: 

 Improving speed limit compliance and decreasing frequency of crashes and crash severity 

 Providing a two-way center left turn lane throughout to allow turning vehicles to move out of the path of 

thru traffic, removing an existing conflict - reducing rear-end and side-swipe crashes 

 Decreasing vehicle travel lanes for pedestrians to cross, therefore reducing the multiple-threat crash (when 

one vehicle stops for a pedestrian in a travel lane on a multi-lane road, but the motorist in the next lane 

does not, resulting in a crash) for pedestrians 

 Expanding travel options and improving safety for bicyclists when bike lanes are added  

 Improving pedestrian safety with bike lane buffer space between pedestrians and vehicles 

 No new net costs to the County for this demonstration project, which is part of the ongoing repaving and 

restriping program 

 Improving bus travel times with consolidated bus stops 

History 

 Arlington County’s 2004 Arterial Transportation Management Study included analysis of the Wilson 

Boulevard corridor from N. George Mason Dr. to the County line. The study supported sidewalk, 

pedestrian, and bicycle improvements throughout the corridor. The Arlington County Master 

Transportation Plan emphasizes developing “Complete Streets” providing adequate facilities for all users 

including pedestrians, motorists, bicyclists and transit riders. 

 

Source: RichmondOutside.com 

http://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/transportation/master-transportation-plan/
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/transportation/master-transportation-plan/


 
 

"Arlington will be a diverse and inclusive world-class urban community with secure, attractive residential and commercial 

neighborhoods where people unite to form a caring, learning, participating, sustainable community in which each person is important." 

 In 2012, the Bluemont Civic Association membership voted to seek this reconfiguration of Wilson 

Blvd., west of N. George Mason Drive, to make it safer and more accessible for all modes of transportation.  

 The nearby Dominion Hills Civic Association has also expressed written support of this reconfiguration 

effort.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Steps 

 County staff held a meeting with key neighborhood stakeholders from Bluemont, Dominion Hills, and 

Boulevard Manor in July, 2014 followed by a broader community open house in November. A notification 

meeting will be held in March, before the demonstration work would begin. In addition, and in partnership 

with representatives of the Bluemont Civic Association, County staff will implement a robust 

community notification process throughout the corridor to spread the word about the implementation of 

the demonstration project.    

 The repaving and restriping for the demonstration 

project is planned to occur in the spring of 2015. 

 County staff will monitor the demonstration area to 

determine whether the new lane configuration can 

work along the entire section of Wilson Blvd., west of 

N. Glebe Road to the County line, without major 

disruptions to the various modes of travel. This 

monitoring will include an assessment of impacts to 

vehicles turning onto Wilson from side streets.  

 There are a large number of transit stops along 

Wilson Blvd. In the short-term, following the 

reconfiguration, County and Metrobus staff are reviewing the corridor for bus stop consolidation 

opportunities. The community will be notified before any stops are removed.  

 Should the demonstration prove successful, staff will work with the community to develop a future project 

to make sidewalk improvements along this section of Wilson Blvd. If the demonstration is determined to 

be unsuccessful, staff would review the travel patterns and make appropriate adjustments as needed. 

County Contact 

For the long-term Wilson Blvd. Improvements Project, contact Richard Best at 703-228-3689 or  

rbest@arlingtonva.us; for details on the upcoming reconfiguration, contact Josh Nicholas at 703-228-3861 or 

jnicholas@arlingtonva.us. 

 

Source: Transportation.ky.gov 

Before and After: Fourth Plain Blvd., Vancouver, WA; Source: Kimley-Horn 
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