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Location 

Interchange of Boundary Channel Drive, Interstate 395 and Long Bridge Drive 
 

Summary  

Arlington County is initiating a project to replace the interchange of Boundary Channel Drive, 
Interstate 395 and Long Bridge Drive in order to improve traffic operations and safety for all 
road users. Critical bicycle and pedestrian connections will also be made from Crystal City to 
the Mount Vernon Trail. The existing interchange is inadequate for current demands and for 
future planned growth in Crystal City. This is a regionally significant project being coordinated 
with our partners at the Federal Highway Administration, Department of Defense, National 
Park Service, Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) and the District Department of 
Transportation (DDOT). 
 

Project Details 

This is a multi-year project with many phases. The project is currently selecting a preferred 
design alternative for the interchange through a Federal Highway Administration/VDOT 
technical analysis called an Interchange Modification Report (IMR). This report will include a 
technical model to test a number of design concepts for the interchange and ultimately lead 
to the preferred design alternative for this important transportation gateway to Arlington 
County. 
 
The project scope will include 

 Managing existing local and regional traffic generated by the Pentagon and I-395 

 Managing future traffic generated by Long Bridge Park 

 Adding various bicycle/pedestrian connections to Long Bridge Drive from the 
Pentagon and the Mount Vernon Trail 

 Rebuilding all streets within the interchange areas to include new sidewalks, 
landscaping, and street lighting 

Project Justification 

The existing Boundary Channel Drive/I-395 Interchange is not adequate to handle the 
amount of vehicle trips expected with future development in the surrounding area. Long 
Bridge Park, the new Boeing headquarters, and future densities expected in Crystal City will 
generate vehicle trips to and from the interchange that are beyond the existing capacity.  
Improvements for additional modes of travel are also planned as part of the design so that 
the area can better connect to the trails and existing facilities in Crystal City and along the 
George Washington Parkway.  
 
This project is part of the Federal Highway Administration’s 14th Street Bridge Environmental 
Impact Study and is cited as an alternative that will help to mitigate congestion on I-395. 
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Public Process and Next Steps 

The process to select an interchange design alternative will include the soliciting of feedback 
from members of the Arlington community. Occurring during the summer of 2015, the public 
process will include a public meeting and online feedback form. The meeting, scheduled for 
June 23rd, will include a discussion of the design concepts and solicitation of feedback on the 
various concepts. The County’s project webpage will also include information on the design 
concepts and will serve as another mechanism for gaining feedback from the community. The 
public feedback process for this phase closes on July 23, 2015.  
 
County staff will then work with the design consultants to identify a preferred design 
alternative, which will be communicated to the Arlington community. Future phases, 
anticipated to take several years, include refining the initial design concept, engineering 
design, and construction. 
 

For More Information 

 Visit the County’s project webpage at www.arlingtonva.us, search “Boundary Channel”.  

 Arlington’s Transportation Planning Project Manager is David Kirschner, 703-228-3392 
or dkirschner@arlingtonva.us.  
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