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To the Citizens of Arlington County: 

The Arlington County Board is proud to publish the Lyon Park 
Neighborhood Conservation Plan. This Plan represents extensive 
collaboration, surveying, and study by the residents of this 
area. Believing the Plan to propose viable and sound solutions 
to Lyon Park's neighborhood problems, the County Board unanimously 
approved the Lyon Park Neighborhood Conservation Plan on March 3, 
1973. 

With the acceptance of this Plan, the County Board has declared 
that Lyon Park is eligible for neighborhood conservation assistance. 
These funds can be used in the community to improve deteriorating 
streets and make other capital improvements. With these community 
projects underway, private homeowners will be encouraged to maintain 
and improve their homes. The pUblication of the Lyon Park Plan may 
also encourage other neighborhoods to similar action. 

This Neighborhood Conservation Plan illustrates how residents of a 
community can use the criteria established by the County Board to 
improve the public environment of their area. We would like to 
express our gratitude to the Lyon Park community, and to those 
individuals who worked long and hard to make the Lyon Park Neighborhood 
Conservation Plan a reality. 
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~~jI~ 
Everard Munsey, Chairman 
Arlington County Board 
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A FEW WORDS ABOUT ARLINGTON COUNTY 

Arlington County, Virgini a is a suburban residenti al comnunity across the 
Potomac River from the District of Columbia. From 1789 until lR46 Arlington 
was a part of the District of Columbia and then was retroceded to Virginia 
to become known as Alexandri a County. In 1920 the name of the County was 
changed to end the confusion between the City of Alexandria and AlexanJria 
County. "Arlington" was chosen because Arlington was the historical name 
of the home of the Custis anJ Lee Fami lies, and was the home of General 
Robert E. Lee before his decisi on to lead the Southern forces in the War Be
tween the States. Arlington House is located I\'i thi n Arl ington County on the 
grounds of the Arlington National Cemetery. 

Arlington County is one of the ~ation's smallest counties: 25.5 squar~ 
miles. The Federal Government owns 4.6 square miles, or 18 percent of the 
County's land area. The population of Arlington is estimated at 174,000. 
Between 1930 and 1950 Arlington was the fastest growing county in the United 
States. Rapid growth changed the complexion of Arlington from farmland and 
summer homes to highly developed residential and commercial areas. 

There are no i ncorporated cities or towns within Arlington; the County serves 
as the local government. The County legislative and policy-making body is 
the County Board, composed of five members elected at large. The Count)' 
Board appoints thp. County Manager, who is chief executive of the County. 
The Manager is responsible for carrying out the policies of the County Board. 

A five-member School Board is appointed by the County Board. The School Board 
determines school policy and appoints the Superintendent of Schools, who is 
the administrative officer for the school system. A single tax rate, includ
ing taxes for schools, is set each year by the County Board. 

Community planning began before the 1930 Zoning Ordinance. In 1961, the County 
Board completed adoption of a master plan to serve as a guide for the County. 
This plan set out goals for land us~. water distribution, sanitary sewerage 
service, storm water drainage, and transportation. 

In 1963 the Arlington County Planning Commission created a special committee 
to study the problem of conserving Values f~und in residential neighborhoods. 
As a result of this study and numerous conferences between the County Board, 
the Planning Commission and interested neighborhood groups, the County Board 
established a program for neighborhood conservation. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Lyon Park Citizens Association has recognized the possibility 
of incursion into this predominantly single-family neighborhood due to 
among other factors, the out-dated public improvements (one of Arlington's 
earliest subdivisions), increased traffic through Arlington, and to the 
proximity to anticipated redevelopment in Clarendon. As a result, Lyon 
Park has embarked on a Neighborhood Conservation Plan. 

Lyon Park, originally within the area of Clarendon, was developed 
by the real estate firm of Lyon and Fitch at the turn of the century. 
Recognizing Clarendon's problems caused by lack of sidewalks and poor 
sanitation, original development in Lyon Park included construction of 
sidewalks and a sanitary sewer system. In 1925 a community center was 
constructed on a thre-acre lot on Cathcart Road (now Pershing Drive), 
funded by resident share holders and a gift from Mr. Lyon. Transportation 
included the Washington Virginia Railway along what is now Washington 
Boulevard as far north as Clarendon. 

Major changes in the past 50 years which have affected Lyon Park 
relate mostly to transportation. The auto has become the predominant 
mover of people. The Washington Virginia Railway has been replaced by 
Washington Boulevard and Fairfax Drive, and Arlington Boulevard has been 
developed as a new regional highway. In addition Pershing Drive and 10th 
Street have become major commuter routes east and west and Fillmore 
Street, north and south. 

The residential character of the Lyon Park area, however, has been 
maintained in spite of the additional burden of traffic. In contrast to 
the modest beginning in the early 1920's, there are now nearly 1,200 
individual parcels of real estate within the Lyon Park boundaries. About 
two-thirds of the approximate 300 acre area is used for single-family 
homes (964, of which 188 are rental) and about one-third, along the 
Arlington Boulevard frontage, for apartments (some 2,000 units). 
Deterioration of older houses is at a minimum and recently four new homes 
have been built or are under construction. The 1970 popUlation is estimated 
at about 5,400 people. Other uses include a motel, five churches, two 
neighborhood clubs, three food stores, a drug store, a neighborhood 
shopping center and five gasoline service stations. Few additional 
commercial uses seem needed since Clarendon is within walking distance. 

The neighborhood plan proposed is a result of extensive committee 
work with the Lyon Park citizens and with County officials in evaluating 
solutions to problems identified in the area. Major problems relate to 
street widths and surfacing, curb, gutter and sidewalks, obstructions in 
rights of way, and in storm water runoff. An additional problem of the 
most suitable north-south major thoroughfare through Lyon Park is identified. 
It is the hope of Lyon Park citizens that, through neighborhood conservation, 
this mature residential neighborhood can be encouraged to remain a viable 
single-family area through the upgrading and construction of much needed 
public facilities. 

,'( Editor's note: For complete introductory comments by Association 
see Addenda "A" 
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Land Use 

For all practical purposes, the uses of land in the Lyon Park area 
are consistent with the approved Arlington General Land Use Plan. This 
is deemed suitable for this area with a few changes. 

Minor modifications in the General Land Use Plan are recommended at 
Pershing Drive and Arlington Boulevard to reflect the Service Commercial 
category (formerly Neighborhood Shopping), instead of the existing High 
Medium Residential Density for the Arva Motel and for the parking lot of 
the Safeway Store. In addition, a reasonable expansion of the Service 
Commercial should be extended to include the northeast and southeast 
corners of Pershing Drive and Barton Street. (See rezoning recommendations 
below) • 

Zoning 

The lar'gest part of this community is zoned "R-5" and "R-6", 
permitting single-family and restricted two-family residential development. 
Several properties along Arlington Boulevard are zoned "RA 8-18" 
permitting apartment units. Also included in this area are several 
commercial zones. 

Most of the existing zoning throughout this area is in conformity 
with the General Land Use Plan. Several changes seem reasonable. In 
order to square off the block and keep "C-l" buffer strip, the land 
adjoining the existing commercial uses on Pershing Drive east of Barton 
Street should be appropriately rezoned. In addition, the County-owned 
land to be used for a park after covering the storm sewer east of the 
new Long Branch School should be zoned for parks. Also included should 
be the strip of land (unopened street rights of way) between 1st Road, 
North and 3rd Street, North now shown green on the General Land Use Plan. 

Thus it is recommended: 

~'(l. Rezoning from "R-5" to "C-l" the premises at 703 North Barton Street 
at Pershing Drive and the vacant lot adjacent thereto. 

~'(2. Rezoning from "R-5" to "C-l" the premises at 401 North Barton St. at 
Pershing Drive and the vacant lot adjacent thereto. 

~'(3. Zoning from "RA-8l8" to "S-3A" the publicly owned land from Long Branch 
Park to Arlington Boulevard (formerly N. Cleveland St~eet). 

~'(4. Rezoning from "R-6 to "S-3A" the strip between 1st Road, North 
(formerly was N. Danville Street) to 2nd Road, North. 

~'(5. Rezoning from "R-6" to "S-3A" the unopened street between Second 
Road, North and 3rd Street, North between North Fillmore and 
Edgewood Streets. 

*Editor's note: On March 3, 1973, the County Board adopted the Lyon 
Park Neighborhood Conservation Plan in general principle 
but asked the Planning Commission to advise the County 
Board on advertising for the rezoning requests. 
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Streets and Traffic 

The Lyon Park area is traversed by several major thoroughfares: 
Pershing Drive, Highland Street and Washington Boulevard. With new 
improvements on major portions of Fillmore Street, it too has taken 
on characteristics of a major thoroughfare. The widening of Barton 
Street leading from 10th Street to the Court House area has increased the 
flow of traffic through the Lyon Park area. 

The neighborhood accepts these streets as well as the boundary 
streets of Arlington Boulevard and 10th Street as needed routes to move 
auto traffic with one exception, Highland Street. Since this street 
has not been improved to the standards suggested by the nmjor thoroughfare 
plan, the neighborhood feels it would be reasonable to substitute Irving 
Street for Highland Street. This would then make Irving Street a boundary 
street lessening the impact on Lyon Park. 

The major traffic problems in Lyon Park are related to through 
traffic movements, overflow parking from Clarendon, awkwardly designed 
street intersections and inadequately improved streets. Through traffic 
often bypasses signal lights at Pershing Drive and Fillmore Streets as 
well as Pershing Drive and Washington Boulevard by using Garfield and 
Edgewood Streets, or avoids the left turn signal on to Fillmore Street 
from Arlington Boulevard by using Fenwick Street. Non-residential 
parking from Clarendon and bus riders block driveways and clutter the 
north side of 9th Street, due to trees on that side of the right of way. 
On Fillmore Street, from 9th Street to Washington Boulevard, problems of 
overflow parking are compounded by the numerous entrances from auto 
businesses and by the awkward intersection with Washington Boulevard. 

Recommendations to alleviate these and other problems are as 
follows: 

1. (a) Install "No Right Turn - 7 a.m. to 9: 30 a.m. II at 
intersection of North Garfield Street and Pershing Drive. 

(b) Install 4-way "Stop" signs at 3rd Street, North and 
North Edgewood Streets; or as an alternative to the 4-way 
signs, reverse present signs to stop north and south traffic 
to the north side. 

2. Reverse the "No Parking signs on 9th Road, North, from the 
south side to the north side. 

3. "25 Mile" speed signs installed in the unit block of North 
Fenwick Street, one block long with proper enforcement suggested. 

4. Eliminate goose neck projection at 3rd Street, North and 
Washington Boulevard; northwest corner. 

*5. Delete from the Major Thoroughfare Plan the projections for 
North Highland Street from Clarendon south to Columbia Pike. 

5 
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Streets and Traffic 

Recommendations (Continued) 

-k Substitute North Irving Street for North Highland Street as a 
major thoroughfare from 10th Street to Arlington Boulevard. 
(NOTE: In the event that Highland Street from Clarendon south 
to Columbia Pike is to be retained as currently shown on the 
Major Thoroughfare Plan, it should be developed under a Capital 
Improvement Plan and not in conjunction with a Neighborhood 
Conservation Program. 

6. Install traffic light at 10th Street, North and N. Barton St. 

7. Place IINo Parking \( signs on both sides of North Fillmore from 
9th Street to Washington Boulevard. 

8. Parking signs be installed on the west side of the 400 block 
of North Fillmore Street to read IINo Parking 7 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. -
Week Days On1y.1I 

9. The 900 block of North Garfield Street be retained on the Major 
Thoroughfare Plan as a neighborhood street and signs posted on 
both sides of said street, IINo Parking Or Standing. 1I 

10. Retain existing speed limits at present level throughout area 
except the unit block of North Fenwick Street (recommendation 
No.3) • 

*Editor's note: On March 3, 1973 the County Board adopted the Lyon Park 
Neighborhood Conservation Plan in general principle 
after deleting the recommendation to substitute North 
Irving Street for North Highland Street on the Major 
Thoroughfare Plan. 



Curb, Gutter and Sidewalks 
(Map on Page 9) 

In order to present the most practical plan for the Lyon Park 
neighborhood, the Conservation Committee has identified those streets 
where owners representing 75 percent or more of the frontage without 
curb and gutter have signed petitions for improvements. By County Board 
action, those owners signing prior to September 30, 1972 will pay their 
share at the earlier 1972 rate. Some 396 property owners have signed up. 

Since the neighborhood objective is to have curbs and gutters 
throughout, additional projects will be forthcoming. 

The following streets are recommended for projects as noted on 
individual applications; all are qualified with 75 percent signatures. 

Estimated 
Priorities Cost 

H 25-' 1. 

/-/ ZS 5 - #25'6 2. 

North Barton Street, Washington Blvd to 10th St., N. 

North Edgewood Street, 200 thru 900 block 
$ 85,000 

110,000 

/-I"'ZS~ 3. 
rt"-"., (l1l.6- 7/' ~ _ /u" r/ 4 
ti4te.'~~t...06 7 C-,J ~ • 

North 3rd Street from Edgewood to Washington Blvd. 

North 4th Street from Washington Blvd. to Garfield St. 

2nd Road, North from Washington Blvd. to Edgewood St. 
9th St., N. from Barton St., 2500 block thru 3000 block 
900 block North Danville St. 

tJl;t;r,;, Fo 
ShV.SIS"'"~ 11256 5. 

/-I -ZC.Z 6. 

H262 7. 
J.I Z5,4 8. 

#25, 9. 
/-1 Zt.Z,lO. 

Unit block North Fenwick St. 

200 block North Barton to Pershing Drive. 

200 block North Bryon Street thru Washington Blvd. 

900 block North Garfield St. 

12. 200 block North Highland Street - Regular assessment 
project (not Neighborhood Conservation) 

13. Unit block N. Irving St. and 100, 200 and 600 blocks 

14. 300 block North Wayne Street 

15. 2700 block thru 3000 block 7th St., N. 
16. 700 - 800 block N. Garfield St. (referred to letter 

in report) 

·jf'Z.zA 17. 2900 block 1st Street, North 

18. Brookside Drive C~~ 

19. 3100 block 6th Street, North 

600 block North Hudson 20. 

1-I'2~Z,'< 2l. 

>'<22. 
N. Cleveland St. from Pershing Drive to 9th St., N. 

2nd Road, North from N. Irving to N. Garfield St. 

*23. 3rd Street; N. from N. Barton to N. Wayne St. 

total 

*Editor's Note: Updated with additional projects 

21,000 

51,000 

36,000 
100,000 

28,000 

28,000 

51,000 

73,000 

51,000 

85,000 

16,000 

55,000 

33,000 

20,000 

36,000 

13,000 

15,000 

86,000 

48,000 

18,000 

$1,059,000 

$907,000 
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Curb, Gutter & Sidewalks 

Additionally the County Board or Manager should find ways to 
approve the following projects: 

*1. 

*2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Nine hundred block North Edgewood Street 
~: 2 lots of 13 (would be house numbers 902 and 932) prevent 
75 percent footage requirement. 

Nine hundred block of North Barton Street 
Note: 2 lots (would be house numbers 926 and 932) prevent 75 
percent footage requirement. 

814, 808, 804, 717, 713 Garfield Street and corner house at 2915 
7th Street, North. 
Note: Some three years previous, the balance of the owners in this 
block requested curb, gutter and sidewalk to upgrade their homes and 
solve bad drainage problems. The Transportation Department 
constructed a 36 ft. street, curb to curb in thr 42 ft. right of way, 
leaving effective sidewalks of some 2' 6" each. In spite of Garfield 
Street being a neighborhood street, protests were ineffective. All 
residents wanted regulation curb, gutter and sidewalks. The sub ject 
lots are left with an undesirable situation including the corner lot 
at 2915 - 7th Street which was improved some years ago with a curb 
return to Garfield Street for a much narrower paved street. Redesign 
of the whole street is recommended. 

202 North Eg~eWOOd Street (a corner lot) 
Note: Owner wants curb and gutter and retaining wall. On the 2nd 
Street side two large oak trees have badly buckled an existing 
sidewalk. On Edgewood Street the sidewalk, some three feet higher 
than the street, is badly deteriorated. Steps leading from this 
sidewalk protrude into the street area as does a drainage pipe under 
an unused driveway. Alone, the property cannot qualify for a 
Neighborhood Conservation project. 

Construct a sidewalk on the green strip (State Highway Department 
owned) at the northwest side of Route 50 from the bus stop to the 
sidewalk on Pershing Drive. 

A related recommendation that rights of way be cleared of all 
obstructions which would encourage curb and gutter projects is 
identified under Storm Sewers. (Editors note: For detailed statement, 
see addenda) 

*Editors Note: Projects now approved 

lThe full width 36' paving was consistent with County policy for school 
areas; the sidewalk will be widened if property owners concur. 
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Storm Sewers 

Storm water elimination is a major problem in Lyon Park. There is 
a dearth of storm sewers and catch basins. The absence of these facilities 
allows storm water to percolate to the shallow water table and eventually 
be forced into cellars by the hydrostatic pressure. It also causes a 
"backup" of sanitary sewage into basements through old and inadequate 
sanitary sewer line connections from house to trunk lines. Modernization 
of the storm drainage system in the area is long overdue; most of the 
installation was accomplished prior to the 1920's. 

Some 60 street segments on 24 streets have no catch basins. Of 
these 60 segments (block faces on both sides), about 50 have only partial 
curb and gutter or none. Of these 50 segments, less than 20 have signed 
up for curb and gutter projects leaving more than 30 with problems and no 
projects; about two-thirds have trees in the right of way. Adeauate storm 
drainage cannot be accomplished in a built-up area such as Lyon Park without 
modern curb and gutters. Under present County policy, trees between 
existing paving and the adjacent property are not removed unless requested 
by that adjacent property owner. Thus if property owners with more than 
25 percent of block frontage will not sign up for a curb and gutter project 
because of trees in the adjacent right of way, new paving cannot be 
obtained, and adequate drainage cannot be provided. In short, neighborhood 
improvement is blocked. 

The following list with the associated map designates street segments 
with no catch basins to direct surface storm drainage to sewer trunk lines 
(note: annotations by editor). 

1. 10th Street - Edgewood to Washington Blvd. - Washington Blvd. to Garfield. 

2. 9th Street - Wayne to Barton - Clevela~.~~ ~~~1l~ - D~~ille tg 
Daniel - Washington Blvd. to Fillmore - Fillmore to Garfield -
Garfield to Highland - Highland to Irving~ . '-. ___ v-.... "'-_-

~"""--'- - -~~-----

3. 9th Road - Highland to Irving. 

4. 7th Street -~~~ - Fillmore to Edgewood. 
_,,",,"-"-- _ .. .. __ ... _ ~~ ~~ . , _ \.. i.-.... 

5. 6th Street - H~.::~t:..0_H:Y~~. 

6. 5th Street - Garfield to Highland - Highland to Hudson - Hudson to 
Irving. 

7. Hudson Street - 5th to 6th - 6th to 7th. 
~.--.."",..,~ 

8. 3rd Street - Washington Blvd. to Edgewood 
~ ...... ---... ~ -"-----------

9. 2nd Street - Edgewood to Fillmore - Fillmore to Garfield - Garfield 
to Highland - Highland to Irving. 

10. 2nd Road - ~~8...t_~n_.~ t~~~~~~12~ (solved 
to Edgewood) - Cleveland to Edgewood - Edgewood 
to Highland. -~ ~---... --'----
~'"'-' __ - .......... -v 

by project Cleveland 
to Fillmore - Garfield .... ,. .. " -

11 
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11. 1st Road - Garfield to Highland. 

12. 1st Street - Garfield to Highland - Highland to Irving. 

13. Bedford Street - Arlington Blvd. to Brookside Drive. 

14. Brookside Drive - Long Branch to Washington Blvd. 
~~ .... -~ 

15. Barton Street - One in front of #300 tree growing out of catch 
basin - ~h S.tre~.s.£.l'~s!!~..L~;:...i~ - ~~! ... ,.:lOEt..h.west..£2!.~E~, 
n~~E1 ~Q.a.t ~:i,!!..t~..Q.....9!E ~t..t"~l.il1_til fo0t._of _l:t.pl .i:~ . c.aE<:r 
basin at southeast corner (tree front #300 removed since survey) • . """-""----""--"'---~ .. '- .... _.-------

16. Bryan Street - Washington Blvd. to 3rd Street. 
-,-" ... -~- ..... -"'- ...... - ~ ~ .. '---- .... . .... ... . - ----.....y 

17. Cleveland Street - 9th to 10th Streets; one in front of 938, 
(because of irregular and lack of major curb and gutter, with trees 
and lawn in right of way this one is inadequate). 

18. Daniel Street - 7th to 9th only one front of 815 - southwest corner lath. 

19. Edgewood Street - 1st Road to 2nd Street - 2nd Street to 2nd Road -
2nd Road ~o 3rd Street - 3rd Street to 4th 'Str~~"" '4th-Str'eet t o 
-"""~-- - -- -- - "- . . - ---...: .. -_ ......... - '- - .... _.. ..... ... - - ........ . --- --... - .... -...... 
~~~I!.8.R::~y,-e:. - P~sJ1.!!1.s I?~iv~_1;Q .. Ztb .. ~.t.I~_e.! - 7~~~t. _t.2 
"!~.t:..:>~ !1~u!eY~E.g (one at front of 813) - ~~~~!n$.!'?E1. ~}~~.~ _~~ 
~ one each on southeast and southwest corner. 

21. Garfield Street - Arlington Blvd. to 1st Street - 1st Street to 1st 
Road - except on northwest corner 1st Road - 2nd Street to 2nd Road -
2nd Road to 3rd Street. 

22. Highland Street - Arlington Blvd. to 1st Street - 2nd Street to 
2nd Road - 2nd Road to 3rd Street - 3rd Street to 4th Street -
Pershing to 5th - 5th to 6th except front 601. 

23. Irving Street - 2~E~~~~E_~o_ ~n~ ~R9~q . 2nd Road to 4th Street -
Pershing to 5th; only northwest corner 5th, skip to 708, thence none 
till southeast and southwest corner of 10th Street. 

24. Washington Blvd. recently completed from Rt. 50 to 4th Street has 
"catch basins " at designated points on both sides of median strip 
as follows: front of 2414 - 2417 - 2504 - Barton at Washington 
Blvd. - 2523 - 2517 - 2649 - at Daniel and Washington Blvd. -
southwest corner Edgewood - southwest corner at 10th Street - on 
Bedford at corner Washington Blvd. The major problem is that catch 
basins are located on the high slope of the Blvd. next to the 
traffic island. 

'\_~.~.- "'- ' Project signed up, theoretically solving problem. 



Storm Sewers 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

* 1. With the installation of curbs and gutters by 75 percent of 
citizens in any block we recommend that the County replace all 
outmoded sewers on County Property. 

* 2. a. All streets in Lyon Park be defined by clearing the streets 
of all obstructions up to the 40 ft. standard, or optional 
lesser width preferred by the owners. 

b. The County adopt an official program to encourage property 
owners to plant nursery grown shade trees on their own 
property well back from the right of way. 

c. The County, by whatever means necessary, measurably improve 
the "pickup" of leaves in the Fall and Spring. 

3. Install catch basins on those streets where deficiencies have 
been noted and curb and gutter projects not approved. 

4. Correct the cause of flooding in the rear yards of lots on the 
east side of North Barton Street, from 3rd Street, North to just north 
of Washington Boulevard; and at the garage and service area of 
Washington-Lee Apartments (near 3rd Street, North). (Suggestion: 
increase number of storm sewer inlets or increase size of openings). 
The County has estimated this will cost $18,500. 

5. Regrade street paving at confluence of North Barton and Bryan 
Streets and adjust storm catch basin across from 235 North Barton 
Street. 

;~Editor I S Note: (1) for detailed statement, see Addenda "B"; 
(2) Re: 2a & b above: On March 3, 1973, the County 
Board adopted the Lyon Park Neighborhood Conservation 
Plan in general principle but requested that the 
matter of the trees be reexamined • • • and a further 
plan be brought to the Board for consideration through 
the Planning Commission. 
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Sanitary Sewer 

The following is based on information received from Mr. Harry Doe, 
Director, Utilities Department. 

With the planned construction of 27" trunk line through Lyon Park, 
the sanitary sewer capacity will be adequate to accommodate current 
needs. This line can easily be increased to 30" if any future 
development of the area around the Highland Street Metro Station 
(Clarendon Center) is approved before the trunk line is started. 

Existing trunk lines in several of the older streets are too close 
to the surface and have deteriorating joints.* These will be replaced 
at the proper depth in streets which have qualified for curb and gutter 
projects. The Utilities Director states that the plan noted above will 
in no way delay or affect the installation of curb, gutter and s~dewalk 
projects under the Neighborhood Conservation Plan. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the current plans for Long Range and other 
construction of sanitary sewers be diligently pursued. 

~'~ The neighborhood notes that Hurricane Agnes in 1972 flooded several 
basements along South Irving Street (South of Arlington Boulevard) due 
to inadequate sanitary sewers between 2nd Street, North and 2nd Street, 
South as well as North Hudson Street. 

Police and Fire Protection 

One of the County services provided to keep a neighborhood desirable 
is protection by the Police and Fire Departments. Police protection 
could be improved but no recommendations are made. However, there is a 
concern about fire protection. Lyon Park is an older area with relatively 
narrow streets and many short blocks. The Chief of the Arlington Fire 
Department has advised the neighborhood that additional fire hydrants are 
needed to reduce the distance between existing hydrants and possible fire 
prone buildings. 

It is recommended that 12 new fire hydrants be installed as shown 
on the adjacent map. 
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Schools , Parks and Beautification 

Long Branch Elementary School, composite of the Old Clay, Maury, and 
Fillmore Schools, is adequately planned for the next decade at least. The 
school officials and this Committee have reached an agreement on the plan 
for the driveway on Fillmore Street and the joint use of the school 
playground and Long Branch Park when the Long Branch storm sewer is 
enclosed and connected from 1st Road, North to Arlington Boulevard. 

Lyon Park recognizes that there is little to be done to increase the 
amount of neighborhood parks. Their school facilities and the Lyon Park 
Center are the major play area sites available. If a suitable way is 
developed to allow pedestrians to safely cross Arlington Boulevard, the 
Thomas Jefferson Community Center would be more available and add considerably 
to the play facilities for the area. The neighborhood emphasis in this plan 
is to concentrate on mini-parks, picnic areas, and beautification projects. 
To this end we recommend: 

1. East Long Branch Parkway be developed. 

a. The existing green area between 3rd Street, North and 2nd Road, 
North be improved by the addition of picnic tables and benches 
with a sidewalk meandering through the center from north to 
south. ($3,550) 

b. The existing green area between 2nd Road, North and North Cleveland 
Street near the intersection of 1st Street, North be equipped for a 
mini-park with a limited amount of playground equipment. ($350) 

c. The area between 1st Road, North and Arlington Boulevard be developed 
for a neighborhood park with picnic tables and benches and be 
combined with the area now owned by the County immediately to the 
rear of the Long Branch School, w'ith sidewalk from one end to the 
other. ($6,900) 

d. The Virginia State Highway Department be importuned to cooperate 
with Arlington County by allowing use df the present green area 
bounded by North Bedford Street, Arlington Boulevard immediately 
contiguous to the area mentioned above at I (c). 

e. Long Branch storm sewer will be piped in in the very near future, 
from 1st Road, North to Arlington Boulevard. Thus, the pipe should 
be covered ov~r and the whole area should be graded to conform with 
the topography of the area mentioned, pathways and a reasonable 
number of picnic tables and chairs placed throughout and adequately 
anchored in place. ($900) 

2. The following "traffic islands" be improved with appropriate plantings. 
($2,000) 

a. 1st Road, North at North Fillmore Street 

b. North Fillmore betw'een 3rd and 4th Streets, North 

c. North Fillmore at Washington Boulevard 

17 
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- 2 - Schools, Parks 
and Beautification 

2. (continued) 

d. North Daniel Street at Washington Boulevard 

e. North Edgewood Street at Washington Boulevard 

f. Confluence of North Barton Street and North Bryan Street in the 
200 block (also with curb and gutter) 

g. Pershing Drive at Arlington Boulevard 

h. North Cleveland Street at Washington Boulevard 

3. Steps by the County Board to require that an adequate beautification 
planting and/or wall of some kind be installed on the west and south 
borders of the Kirby Corner parking-storage lot as a buffer for noise 
and fumes. Also to consider limiting the unloading of new cars from 
car transports on adjacent streets to the parking lots. (No costs 
available) 

4. The School Board owned lot at the intersection of North Fillmore at 
First Road abutting the present Fillmore School grounds to be planted 
with one or more trees, preferably Blue Spruce, etc. ($150) 

5. The County cooperate with the Trustees of the Lyon Park Community Center, 
to the extent of available funds, in preserving the rustic environment 
and stately trees of this historical site. 

6. The County Board recommend to the State Highway Department that 
appropriate plantings be made in the median strips between traffic lanes 
and between service driveways and traffic lanes on Arlington Boulevard 
from 10th Street, North to North Irving Street and at the green spaces 
within the "clover leaf islands" on Arlington Boulevard. (Not shown 
on map) 

7. That the County post signs prohibiting dogs except in designated areas 
in all parks. (Not shown on map) 



Review of Ordinances 

The Lyon Park neighborhood is impacted by apparently permitted 
parking on our streets of trucks, commercial vehicles and an excessive 
number of automobiles. The neighborhood also has problems of the mess 
made by pets. 

For these and other reasons it is recommended that the current 
ordinances be examined to determine how they can be strengthened 
to control the following categories: 

1. Number of persons permissible to habitate a single
family dwelling. 

2. The number of cars permissible for off-site parking at 
a single-family dwelling site. 

3. The number of trucks permissible for off-site parking, 
particularly in family neighborhoods. 

4. More control over commercial vehicles with or without 
names thereon, parking overnight in commercial and 
family neighborhoods. 

5. The County must enforce the pet leash ordinance, and 
amend it to obligate owners of pets to clean up any 
mess the pets make anywhere in the County. 

19 
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ADDENDA "A" 

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS BY THE LYON PARK CITIZENS 
ASSOCIATION NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

The Lyon Park Citizens Association has recognized the trend toward incursion into this neighborhood 
of family homes, one of the very first areas to be sub-divided during the transition from a rural 
environment to its present modern suburb of the Nation's Capital. 

Too, we recognize that in order to prevent this community from further deterioration, caused 
by the rapid expansion of problems difficult to adjust, we must avail ourselves of the Neighborhood 
Conservation Plan. 

Some preliminary information appears to be pertinent and helpful to the County Board for 
background purposes. 

Lyon Park area was developed by the real estate firm of Lyon and Fitch at the turn of the 
century. The population of Arlington in 1920 was 8,547. The real estate office was located at the 
intersection of Cathcart Road (now Pershing Drive) and Washington Boulevard, acrOSs from the Lyon 
Park Washington-Virginia Railway station. 

Mr. Frank Lyon was a dedicated and oriented civic minded person. The owner of a local newspaper, 
liThe Mirror, 11 he was one of the principle organizers of the "Good Citizens League," which was 
responsible for the destruction of the gambling houses along the Potomac River shores, from 
Alexandria to just north of the Old Aqueduct Bridge at Rosslyn. A grand jury struck the final blow 
with many indictments and the dismissal from office of "one Special Officer and five other Justices 
of the Peace. II 

At the time Lyon Park was developed it was within the area of Clarendon, "which was seeking 
incorporation with a view of securing the advantages of water and sewerage. 1t The forward looking 
residents of the new subdivision "feeling that the public demands the convenience and benefits of 
sidewalk, sanitation, etc., have anticipated the hope of Clarendon for civic improvements and have 
at their own expense built sewers and sidewalks. 1I 

Today's residents of Lyon Park entertain similar ideas about upgrading this community. 

Appearing in a sales brochure used by the Lyon & Fitch Real Estate Firm is an interesting item -
"Cement sidewalks and improved streets provide approaches to and from homes. By construction of 
these sidewalks patrons are assured that the 'man down the street' will not be permitted to compel 
others to walk in the mud while he debates the cost of laying sidewalks in front of his place." 
(Times change, but personal ideosyncrosies have a habit of emerging.) 

Mr. Lyon encouraged a civic awareness amongst the citizens by allowing them the uSe of his 
office for assemblies. A :itizens's committee and a womants club was organized and it soon became 
apparent that increased membership and activities needed more adequate quarters and facilities. 

On November 17, 1924, a joint meeting of the two organiZations was held in the real estste 
office and the Community Center was organized. 

Lyon & Fitch agreed to donate a lot on Spruce Street (now Fillmore Street) and Cathcar t Road 
(now Pershing Drive), and tentative plans, drawn by Mr. Arnold Rowell, a member, were considered. 
Mr. Louis Carl, Mr. James W. Dorsey and Judge Harry Thomas were appointed as trustees and a Building 
Committee selected. 

Shares of stock were sold for $25.00 each and the purchaser of each share became a Life ~!ember 
of the Community Center and entitled to vote at the meetings. By June, 1925 the sum of $3,280.00 
had been pledged which included a gift of 51,000 . 00 from Lyon & Fitch . 

On July 25, 1925 the cornerstone was laid with appropriate ceremonies; U.S . Representative 
E. \~alton Moore delivered the principle address. 

A Constitution was adopted on November 2, 1925, setting forth that the Community Center should 
consist of the Citizens ASSOCiation , the Woman's Club and the "Life Hembers.1I 

The purpose of the Conmunity Center, as set forth, was as follows: lIa social, C1V1C and 
recreation center, 50 democratic as to attract the humblest; so wholesome as to appeal to the exclusive; 
so broad in scope as to bring youth, maturity, and old age into closer companionship to the benefit 
of all. 1t 

The Park consisting of about three acres waS formerly presented to the citizens of Lyon Park 
by Hr. Frank Lyon as a memorial to his son J ohn Lyon who lost his life in l~orld War I. Title to 
lhe Park was deeded to the Trustees and recorded in September, 1931. 

Under the revised Constitution, membership in either the Citizens Association and the Woman's 
Club, makes one a member of the Community Center during the term of membership in the constituent 
organization. 

The boundaries we re Irving Street on the west, Court House Road on the east, 10th Street on the 
no rth and Lee Boulevard (now Arlington Boulevard) on the south. 

The improvement of Arlington Boulevard along the borders of Fort Myer relocated the eastern 
boundary. 

In cont rast to the modest beginning in the early 1920's, t here are now nearly 1,200 
individual parcels of real estate within our boundaries; Q few large areas on which are located 
garden t ype apartments, and a few medium sized business tracts c oncentrated at the intersection o f 



- Addenda "A" Continued-

Washington Boulevard and Pershing Drive, which abuts the Clarendon shopping area; Pershing Drive 
from Arlington Boulevard to Washington Boulevard, and 10th Street from Washington Boulevard to 
Irving Street, which abuts the Virginia Square Shopping Center area. 

There are 964 family homes within the boundaries of Lyon Park, 776 owner occupied and lBB 
rented homes. The 1970 U.S. Census block reveals a figure of 2,223 rental units, meaning that there 
are 2,043 apartment rental units. 

The total population of Lyon Park according to the 1970 Census is 5,334. 

Notices were hand delivered to every property announcing a pUblic meeting to be held at the 
Lyon Park Community House on March 6, 1972, to inform the citizens of the program. Some 135 
individuals responded. 

In addition, owners of eleven hundred fifty-nine parcels of property received a letter informing 
them of the program and enclosed therein was an application for installing curb, gutter and sidewalk. 
Thus, we feel that our community is completely oriented to the program. 

One motel; five churches, each of different denomination; two neighborhood clubs; three food 
stores; one small shopping center; one large drug store; and five gasoline stations serve the 
necessities of the community. In addition, we are within walking distance of the Clarendon 
business area. 

The Lyon Park Community House and grounds cover an entire block and is the meeting place of 
the Lyon Park Citizens Association and the Lyon Park Woman's Club. It also serves as a meeting 
place for many other community activities as well as the Annual Community Fair. 

Homes in the area vary in value from a rather modest minimum to on the order of $65,000. 
However, the older homes are built much better than more modern ones, and mostly are in good 
repair. The deterioration of homes in the area is at an especially low minimum. 

Notwithstanding the fact that Lyon Park lies on the "incursion perimeter" of the Rosslyn
Ballston Corridor in the last two years there have been built several new houses. Two more are 
now in progress. 

The main thoroughfares traversing Lyon Park are Arlington Boulevard, 10th Street, North, 
Pershing Drive and Washington Boulevard. At present, Fillmore Street is the most used route 
from the Clarendon area to South Glebe Road, South Walter Reed Drive and the Columbia Pike 
Shopping area. 

Plans have been on the drawing board to develop an overpass at Highland Street across Arlington 
Boulevard, when the State Highway Department widens that main traffic artery. 

More recent plans also include the entrance to the Clarendon Metro Station on Highland Street 
just north of Wilson Boulevard, thus it will generate an additional traffic flow on that throughway. 

This Committee has been particularly active in making personal telephone calls about the 
many problems. This will be reflected subsequently in this report with relation to citizen 
response to favorable curb, gutter and sidewalk applications, remembering that the unresponsive 
families were also appraised in detail about the program. 

This effort was generated by the belief that the adoption of this plan in 1964, amended in 
1965, by the County Board established a meaningful criteria to follow i.e., "conservation of 
residential areas in Arlington is essential to the realization of comprehensive planning goals 
for our community. This is especially true of older maturing neighborhoods • • " 

Our property owners are unanimous in this belief, with some minor differences about the 
degree of procedure. 

Therefore, we urgently request that this Board approve this plan, to include the following 
attached recommendations. 
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ADDENDA liB" 

The altruistic concept of the Neighborhood Conservation Plan is void of one essential 
ingredient. The whims of humanity are not considered. 

Arlington County until World War II was essentially an urban suburb of the Nation's 
Capital. Its problems were normal ones. 

World War II changed this whole concept very rapidly. 

The County government was geared to administer the normal functions of every day life, 
but the subsequent growth of Washington and the rapid expansion of population created problems 
difficult to cope with. 

Necessary needs developed faster than the ability to keep abreast of them. The result 
was an inability to develop a financial structure sufficient to cope with the situation, and to 
complete an adequate administrative structure. 

The redevelopment of storm and sanitary sewer systems and a crash program for moving 
traffic has resulted in a hetergenous mixture of public amenities and almost insurmountable 
problems. 

Lyon Park, one of the first sections of the County to be deluged with this rapid 
expansion, has been the unfortunate recipient oftheCounty's failure to fully cope with the result 
of the expedient expansion forced upon it. 

Many of our neighborhood streets, storm drainage and sanitary sewers are products of 
this expedient planning, resulting in the dissimulation of neighborhood improvement. This is 
particularly true with regard to the improvement of traffic flow through this older neighborhood. 

In the early twenties the County required sub-division developers to dedicate to the 
County, streets of 40 foot widths. All of Lyon Park was so sub-divided. However, the County 
has not seen fit to define these streets, resulting in an irregular system of widths throughout 
the neighborhood, with trees, lawns and bushes protruding into the rights of way, without any 
symetrical alignment. 

In many instances, O~lers feel that the trees and lawns belong to them and resist 
every effort to improve the streets, thus impeding the improvement of storm water drainage 
and the elimination of antiquated sanitary sewers. 

With the installation of curb and gutters by 75 percent of citizens in any block, we 
recommend that the County installs all outmoded sewers on County property. County officials 
state that many older installations have a tendency to become clogged with tree roots which is 
a constant cause of flooding basements and a costly maintenance item. 

On November 4, 1972 the County Board reaffirmed its position on obtaining land and 
rights of way, first enacted December 19, 1963. 

At that time the Board stated, "Prior to initiation of action to acquire the land, the 
County Board shall affirm the public purpose." Once, amicably resolved, the Board commented, 
"Most property owners, regardless of the inconvenience caused by land acquisition, are able to 
see the overall benefits of a project and realize that in a democratic form of government the 
benefits to the majority must take precedence over the inconvenience to a few. II 

In most instances the County owns more than enough right of way for the streets in Lyon 
Park to be constructed properly, modernized and in continuity, without inconvenience to anyone. 

With this same thought in mind expressed by the County Board regarding a "Democratic 
Government," we recommend that all streets in Lyon Park be defined by clearing the streets of 
obstructions up to the 40 ft. standard, or optional lesser width preferred by the owners. 

We also recommend that the County adopt an official program to encourage property 
owners to plant nursery grown shade trees on their own property well back from the right of way. 

We further recommend that the County by whatever means necessary measurably improve 
the "pick up" of leaves in fall and spring recognizing 

(a) Arlington was originally an Oak forest and remains essentially so today. 

(b) fires to burn lesves are no longer permitted. 

(c) the safety factor of leaves left on the streets for weeks increasing the 
danger of fire, auto accidents and added danger of children having to use 
the center of streets ~ and from school. 

(d) the property owners pride in the appearance of their property; it is 
irritating, laborious and time consuming to rake the same or neighbors 
leaves time and again into the streets. 

(e) that accumulatory leaves clog the sewer pipes resulting in flooded property. 
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