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Arlington will be a diverse and inclusive world–class urban community with 

secure, attractive residential and commercial neighborhoods where people 

unite to form a caring, learning, participating, sustainable community in 

which each person is important.  

 
 
 

Arlington County Vision 
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Introduction 
 
The Code of Virginia requires all governing bodies in the Commonwealth to have an 

adopted Comprehensive Plan and for the local planning commission to review the plan 

at least once every five years.  The Comprehensive Plan was established in order that 

Arlington County may remain a safe, healthy, convenient and prosperous community 

and an attractive place in which to live, work and play, with stable or expanding values 

and potentialities for growth and continued economic health.  The purpose of the 

Comprehensive Plan is to guide the coordinated and harmonious development of 

Arlington County through the provision of high standards of public services and facilities. 

Since its original adoption, Arlington’s Comprehensive Plan has been continually updated 

and expanded and now comprises ten elements including the General Land Use Plan, 

the Master Transportation Plan, the Storm Water Master Plan, the Water Distribution 

System Master Plan, the Sanitary Sewer System Master Plan, the Recycling Program 

Implementation Plan and Map, the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance and Plan, 

the Public Spaces Master Plan, the Historic Preservation Master Plan and the Community 

Energy Plan. 

 

The Five-Year Review of the Comprehensive Plan provides the County Board the 

opportunity to review the changes made to the Comprehensive Plan every five years.  

This review helps the County Board determine whether any element of the 

Comprehensive Plan should be amended within the next five-year period.  During the 

last review, conducted in 2010, staff concluded that, in general, the Comprehensive Plan 

continues to address the land use goals and planning policies adopted by the County 

Board.  However, during the next five years, updates to certain elements of the 

Comprehensive Plan and certain detailed land use studies may be needed for specific 

areas of the County where conditions warrant a comprehensive review of existing 

policies. 
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The Comprehensive Plan 
 

Background 
The Code of Virginia requires all governing bodies in the Commonwealth to have an 

adopted Comprehensive Plan.  Arlington County’s Comprehensive Plan was established 

by resolution of the County Board on August 27, 1960.  This resolution called for the 

preparation of Arlington County’s Comprehensive Plan, which originally included five 

elements:  the General Land Use Plan, the Water Distribution System Master Plan, the 

Sanitary Sewer System Master Plan, the Storm Sewer Plan and the Major Thoroughfare 

Plan.  In later years, additional elements were added to the Comprehensive Plan and 

some were replaced by new plans.  For example, the Master Thoroughfare Plan was 

replaced in 1986 by the Master Transportation Plan.  Elements added to the 

Comprehensive Plan include the Recycling Program Implementation Plan and Map in 

1990, the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance and Plan in 1992, the Open Space 

Master Plan in 1994 (now the Public Spaces Master Plan), the Historic Preservation 

Master Plan in 2006 and the Community Energy Plan in 2013. 

 
Goals and Objectives 
The Comprehensive Plan was established in order that Arlington County may remain a 

safe, healthy, convenient and prosperous community and an attractive place in which to 

live, work and play, with stable or expanding values and potentialities for growth and 

continued economic health.  The purpose of the Comprehensive Plan is to guide the 

coordinated and harmonious development of Arlington County through the provision of 

high standards of public services and facilities based on the following general principles1: 

 
 Retention of the predominantly residential character of the County, and limitation 

of intense development to limited and defined areas; 

 Promotion of sound business, commercial and light industrial activities in 
designated areas appropriately related to residential neighborhoods; 

 Development of governmental facilities which will promote efficiency of operation 
and optimum public safety and service, including the areas of health, welfare, 
culture and recreation; 

 Provision of an adequate supply of water effectively distributed; 

 Maintenance of sewage disposal standards acceptable to the immediate County 
area and its neighbors in the entire Washington Metropolitan Area and consistent 
with the program of pollution abatement of the Potomac River; 

 Provision of an adequate storm water drainage system; and  

 Provision of an adequate system of traffic routes which is designed to form an 
integral part of the highway and transportation system of the County and region, 
assuring a safe, convenient flow of traffic, thereby facilitating economic and social 
interchange in the County. 

                                                
1
 These principles were included in the County Board Resolution concerning the Comprehensive 

Plan adopted by the County Board in 1960. 
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In addition, the County Board has endorsed a land use policy which has evolved from an 

extensive citizen participation process and is designed to ensure that Arlington is a 

balanced community which provides residential, recreational, educational, health, 

shopping and employment opportunities with good transportation supported by a strong 

tax base and the effective use of public funds.  An overarching theme of many of 

Arlington’s initiatives, from land use to transportation to stormwater management, is 

that of sustainability and Smart Growth.  In support of Arlington’s overall policy goals, 

the following adopted land use goals and objectives have been incorporated into the 

Comprehensive Plan2: 

 

 Concentrate high density residential, commercial and office development within 
designated Metro Station Areas in the Rosslyn-Ballston and Jefferson Davis 
Metrorail transit corridors.  This policy encourages the use of public transit and 
reduces the use of motor vehicles. 

 Promote mixed-use development in Metro Station Areas to provide a balance of 
residential, shopping and employment opportunities.  The intent of this policy is to 
achieve continuous use and activity in these areas. 

 Increase the supply of housing by encouraging construction of a variety of housing 
types and prices at a range of heights and densities in and near Metro Station 
Areas.  The Plan allows a significant number of townhouses, mid-rise and high-rise 
dwelling units within designated Metro Station Areas. 

 Preserve and enhance existing single-family and apartment neighborhoods.  Within 
Metro Station Areas, land use densities are concentrated near the Metro Station, 
tapering down to surrounding residential areas to limit the impacts of high-density 
development.  Throughout the County, the Neighborhood Conservation Program, 
the Historic Preservation Program and other community improvement programs 
help preserve and enhance older residential areas and help provide housing at a 
range of price levels and densities. 

 Preserve and enhance neighborhood retail areas.  The County encourages the 
preservation and revitalization of neighborhood retail areas that serve everyday 
shopping and service needs and are consistent with adopted County plans.  The 
Commercial Revitalization Program concentrates public capital improvements and 
County services in these areas to stimulate private reinvestment. 

 
Other goals and objectives have been incorporated into the Comprehensive Plan through 

the years, including the provision of an adequate supply of beneficial open space which 

is safe, accessible and enjoyable, as outlined in the Public Spaces Master Plan, and 

targets for affordable housing, as set forth in the General Land Use Plan.    

  

                                                
2
 These goals and objectives were incorporated into the General Land Use Plan (an element of 

the Comprehensive Plan) which is the primary policy guide for the development of Arlington 
County. 


