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Goal 1. Strategy (6) Allocate transit resources to emphasize fast, frequent, and reliable service on 
the Premium and Primary Transit Networks, and increase neighborhood access with the feeder 
and connector service of the Secondary Transit Network.  
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Transit: 
It is the policy of Arlington to institute both a Premium, Primary and a Secondary Transit 
Networks (PrTN, PTN and STN) to focus transit investment in corridors where much of the trip-
making occurs today and is anticipated in the future. The PrTN and PTN will consist of high 
frequency, all-day bus serviceat a level comparable to Metrorail, the PrTN will also include 
additional passenger amenities, and the STN connects service to all areas of the County.  
 
Transit Policies: 
1.  Develop a Premium Transit Network (PrTN) of high-frequency service connecting major 
destinations. The PrTN should operate on major thoroughfares with enhanced amenities at the 
majority of its bus stops. These services will be operated by Metrobus. PrTN services should 
operate at 10-minute intervals or better during peak periods and 12-minute intervals during off-
peak periods, with a span of service of 18 hours a day, seven days a week. Limited stop service 
should complement local service on heavily congested corridors to provide a faster ride 
alternative. Short-term priorities include new premium service along Columbia Pike and 
implementation of passenger amenities and other improvements to enhance transit travel speed 
and reliability. 
 
2. 1.  Develop a Expand the Primary Transit Network (PTN) of high-frequency and quality 
transit services along major corridors to encourage a low-auto-usage lifestyle and higher all-day 
patronage. The PTN should extend beyond the established Metrorail corridors and include new 
surface transit services, such as streetcar and bus rapid transit.  Transit services should operate at 
15-minute intervals or better every day for about 18 hours.  Short-term priorities include 
increased frequency of service along Glebe Road and physical improvements to enhance transit 
travel speed and reliability in all PTN corridors. 
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3. 2. Operate a Secondary Transit Network of bus and paratransit fixed route services that 
improves access to Arlington neighborhoods, commercial centers, community facilities and to 
the premium and primary transit corridors.   The local transit services, such as bus routes, 
circulators and paratransit should meet service frequency standards of at least two trips per hour 
during weekdays and at least one trip per hour at night and on weekends, while operating in a 
cost-efficient manner. 
 
4. 3.  Provide a full array of reliable transit services with total travel times and costs competitive 
with private automobile travel.  Complement transit services with support for car-sharing and 



regulation of taxi services. Implement a flexible, on-demand service for neighborhoods that do 
not meet fixed-route productivity standards for the Secondary Transit Network.  
 
5. 4. Make transit more accessible…  
 
6. 5. Ensure the ease of transfer in the design of facilities, the reliability of services and the 
availability of information.  Provide for exemplary multi-modal access to and between transit 
facilities via enhanced sidewalks and bikeways and by convenient access to bus transfer points, 
taxicabs, carpool pick-up/drop-off, and car-sharing vehicles and on-demand transit service. 
 
7. 6. Implement improvements to the Metrorail system…  
 
8. 7. Work with regional partners to identify, fund and implement necessary enhancements to 
Potomac River bus and rail crossings to provide capacity for long-term regional growth, 
including across the 14th Street Bridge. 
 
9. 8. Expand pedestrian access…  
 
10. 9. Utilize new and improved technologies…  
 
11. 10.  Promote transit use through direct marketing…  
 
 
 
 
 


