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The attached information is provided in response to questions raised by Ms. Cristol and 
Mr. Vihstadt on June 22, 2016, regarding the routing of the Transitway extension to 
Pentagon City. Members of the community have proposed routing the Transitway along 
15th Street and S. Clark Street and S. Bell Street. The alignment proposed in the Transit 
Development Plan (TDP) runs along Crystal Drive and 12th Street.   
 
The preferred Transitway alignment in Crystal City was adopted as part of the Crystal 
City Sector Plan in the fall of 2010, after more than four years of community process.  
The alignment approved as part of the sector plan shows a one-way pair with 
northbound service on Crystal Drive/12th Street and southbound service on S. Clark 
Street. The north end of Crystal Drive and 12th Street was designed and constructed 
with a 12’ northbound lane to permit this extension (wider than would be needed for 
typical lane widths). Parking has been permitted in the northbound lane as an interim 
use.    
 
As part of the TDP process, alternative alignments for the Transitway extension were 
reviewed – including operations along 15th Street – and the TDP recommendation 
concurs with the sector plan recommendation. 
 

Running service northbound along 15th Street and S. Clark Street would pose several 
challenges, including: 
 

 The assessment of bus turning movements from 15th Street to S. Clark Street 
shows the bus entering the opposing lane of traffic. Resolving this would require 
a redesign of the intersection. 

 Adding a dedicated bus lane northbound on S. Clark Street would require the 
removal of the existing protected bike lane.  

 A northbound station platform near the intersection with 12th Street would impact 
the sidewalk width. There is no room to expand the sidewalk because the 
existing building face is at the back of sidewalk. The available ROW does not 
improve further south of the intersection and would result in the station being 
located away from major businesses.  

 Placing both the north and southbound lanes on S. Clark Street limits the reach 
of the Transitway. 

 Transitway operations along 15th Street and S. Clark Street will impede more 
pedestrian and traffic crossings than along the proposed alignment.   
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In contrast, extending the Transitway along 12th Street and Crystal Drive provides the 
following benefits:  
 

 The proposed routing aligns with the adopted Crystal City Sector Plan.  

 The assessment of bus turning movements from Crystal Drive to 12th Street 
shows the bus can navigate the turn without entering the opposing lane of traffic. 
No intersection redesign would be necessary.  

 Crystal Drive and 12th Street were designed and constructed with a 12’ lane and 
appropriate turning radius for buses. 

 A station can be located more central to future development. 

 The alignment offers a more direct connection for employers and their employees 
that are located in the north end of Crystal City  

 Operating on both Crystal Drive and 12th Street extends the reach of transit and 
improves access to those living or working north of 15th Street. 

 

In addition to the Crystal City Sector Plan public outreach efforts, the community also 
had two opportunities to comment on the proposed alignment during the TDP process. 
During November 2015 focus groups and workshops, staff presented three alternative 
alignments for the Transitway extension. Community input included support for a better 
connection between Crystal City and Columbia Pike and a request for longer operating 
hours for bus service in Crystal City. Some opposition was heard from a few residents 
regarding the 12th Street/Crystal Drive alignment because of perceived safety issues 
and the loss of parking. As mentioned above, the parking on 12th Street was provided 
as an interim use until the Transitway is extended. Staff also studied the bus turning 
movements to ensure that the turn onto 12th Street can be made safely. No safety 
issues have been identified for the proposed alignment; the streets were designed for 
this use. On June 27, staff did a walkthrough of the proposed alignment with two 
concerned residents to look for potential safety issues again and to ensure they are 
addressed.  
 
In February and March 2016, staff presented the proposed alignment to the community 
and received two comments expressing concern with the proposal. Eight comments 
were submitted in support of the alignment. The Crystal City BID has also expressed 
support for the alignment as approved in the Sector Plan. 


