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The following information is provided in response to a question raised by Mr. Vihstadt 
on March 30, 2015, regarding the programming of Parks. 
 
1. What is DPR's general approach to balancing the inclusion of active and 

passive green space in our parks? 
 
There are two main factors to consider when balancing the inclusion of active and 
passive green space: the design of our parks and how the parks are used. DPR 
addresses both factors as the divisions responsible for design and programming are 
both in this department, allowing for a balanced view when considering different 
priorities. Through park planning, both design and use are examined as part of an 
inclusive community process which helps inform the priorities for how a park will be 
designed and eventually programed. 
 
DESIGN 
The 2005 County Board-adopted Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) sets the overall 
strategic vision on what should characterize the County’s public spaces.  The PSMP 
guides how those spaces are utilized through setting a vision and following key 
objectives and priorities.  These speak to, among other things, the balance of uses, 
preserving and enhancing the environment, enhancing recreation opportunities, and 
focusing on the County’s urban corridors.  The PSMP is currently being revised through 
an intensive community conversation, which will offer the chance to review the vision, 
objectives, and priorities. Currently the terms “active” and “passive” are undefined in the 
PSMP and the update will provide the opportunity to define those critical terms, among 
others.  
 
DPR has been working on replacing its aging infrastructure as part of parks 
maintenance capital projects, which means that the majority of recent park construction 
has been simply replacing what is existing in current parks.  Where there is the 
opportunity to develop new park land or expand beyond the replacement program, an 
extensive public process is undertaken.  DPR includes the community in the discussion 
of the planning and/or design of the park, making the design a direct result of the 
public’s input into the process. This process allows DPR to strike a balance between the 
many varying interests of the park users, neighbors, and community.  
 
A recent example of DPR’s successful approach in ensuring that community input is 
part of the design process is Rocky Run Park. Since the first day Rocky Run Park 
opened, it has been continuously enjoyed by residents of all ages. During the initial 
public conversations on Rocky Run, the community was determined that the design 
consider park users of all age groups and provide recreational opportunities for all. 
Consequently, the amenities designed for the park included a playground, courts, 
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seating and game tables, a circular path around the open field and an unstriped field 
specifically for drop-in play or activities. Phase 2, which is nearing completion, will 
provide a path connection between the main larger park with the upper passive area 
along Barton Street. This space is designed with seating and landscaping. 
 
USE 
The DPR Sports and Recreation division is responsible for balancing the demands of 
APS athletic programs, sports field rentals, and sports affiliate group needs for youth 
and adult play on DPR’s existing inventory of 92 diamond and rectangular fields at our 
parks. There are an additional 30 community use, open-space fields, which do not 
require permits and are not scheduled. 
 
The 92 scheduled fields are heavily used and the approach DPR takes to meet demand 
for sports programming and “create” open green space for drop-in, unscheduled play on 
those is to distribute assignment/permits for use of fields as evenly across the County 
as possible.  Factors that are taken into consideration are the availability of type, size, 
and condition of fields (natural turf and synthetic under seasonal and inclement weather 
related conditions), renovation/construction, and priority use.  
 
At all times that a field is not scheduled for use or designated as a permit required to 
play field it is available for drop-in, unscheduled play. The 30 additional fields are also 
available on a first-come, first-served basis. There are often groups that use these fields 
for some unofficial organized play, giving the impression that they are scheduled by 
DPR when they are not. There are always demands for both scheduled and 
unscheduled fields, and DPR does everything possible to balance those needs and to 
allow people the opportunity to play without a permit. 
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