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This is a follow up response to the question posed by Mr. John Vihstadt at the Courts and 
Constitutionals’ work session on March 18, 2015, regarding the Walter T. McCarthy Law 
Library. 
 
The Walter T. McCarthy Law Library is a 501(c)(3) corporation funded by outside 
organizations, including the Arlington Bar Association and the Arlington Bar Foundation.  
The Library also receives a portion of Circuit Court civil filing fees pursuant to state law, 
which is approximately $1,500 to $2,000 per month.  These fees are a $4 fee added on to 
regular civil filing fees, which are earmarked solely for use of the law library. 
 
The County’s contribution to the Law Library includes two (2) 0.5 law librarian FTEs 
(approximately $87,000 for FY 2016 salaries and benefits), whose primary role is to assist 
public users of the library as well as to provide general court information to the public 
when the lobby information booth is not staffed.  (Previously, the Law Library was run 
entirely by the Arlington Bar Association and open only to members, not the public).  The 
County also provides $25,000 in annual funding to support a portion of the Library’s on-
line research services; thus, total financial support to the Library totals $112,000. 
 
In addition to members of the Arlington Bar, Law Library patrons include pro se litigants 
with matters in the Arlington courts, local businesses and homeowners needing 
specialized legal materials or documents, attorneys handling matters in the Arlington 
courts, court staff and others.  In addition, patrons have access to two computers and 
printers that are used to prepare documents needed for court.  The Law Library is open 
M-F from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., consistent with the Courts’ hours of operation. 
 
The Law Library maintains a specialized collection of online and bound legal materials 
that are not available in other County libraries, including specialty publications, practice 
manuals, court forms and rules, and similar materials.  In fact, the Library often provides 
assistance to branch libraries needing access to legal materials.  The bound (paper) 
collection maintained by the Law Library consists of numerous Continuing Legal 
Education (CLE) publications and treatises that are used daily by the public, but are either 
not available online or are available only for purchase.  These include materials on family 
law, landlord tenant matters, mechanics liens, and other common topics.  These 
materials, although available for public use, are purchased with private funding and/or 
donations to the Law Library. 
 
The law librarians assist the public in identifying relevant research materials, as well as 
use of the online Westlaw legal search tools.  The librarians’ assistance reduces the 
demands placed on Clerk’s office staff in all three courts, who would otherwise spend a 
substantial amount of time assisting pro se litigants and others with these same 
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questions.  Library staff remain in regular communication with the Clerk’s Office and are 
able to publicize changes to court rules and procedures, as well as provide additional 
venues to disseminate court information (such as local rules of court, pro se divorce 
package, electronic filing procedures, and updates to Supreme Court rules) electronically 
as well as in paper form. 
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