
Subject:  Commissioner of Revenue Access to multifamily building garages 

 
L:\DMFBUD\Bud16\Worksessions\Follow up which has gone to the Board\D- 3 COR - access to parking garages.docx 

FY 2016 Proposed Budget 
Budget Work Session Follow-up 

 
April 1, 2015 

 
 
This is a follow up response to the question posed by Mr. John Vihstadt at the Courts 
and Constitutionals’ work session on March 18, 2015, regarding the Commissioner of 
Revenue’s access to multifamily rental and condominium parking lots and garages for 
personal property tax enforcement.  
 
Although there is no state law specifically giving the Commissioner of Revenue access 
to multifamily garage facilities, the Commissioner of Revenue has gained voluntary 
access to over 300 apartment and condominium parking facilities with the authorization 
of condominium associations and apartment management companies.  
 
In addition to the cases where the Commissioner of Revenue gains specific written 
authorization to access parking facilities from management, the Commissioner’s staff 
will occasionally gain access to a facility via the explicit invitation of an individual 
condominium owner, a tenant or another person with authority to grant access to 
visitors to the private facility. In such cases, the Commissioner’s staff is accompanied by 
the person from the building with the authority to admit visitors. If challenged, the 
Commissioner’s staff voluntarily leaves the facility if asked.  
 
In addition to site visits, the Commissioner’s office compliance staff also requires the 
managers of all apartment and condominium buildings to provide a list of tenants or 
owners in each building. This is done pursuant to the explicit authority contained in 
Code of Virginia §58.1-3901 (text attached). 
 
While Code §58.1-3901 only requires a list of names of unit owners and tenants, the 
Commissioner’s staff, relying on the much broader authority contained in Code of 
Virginia §58.1-3109(6) (“each commissioner of the revenue shall require taxpayers or 
their agents or any person, firm or officer of a company or corporation to furnish 
information relating to tangible or intangible personal property, income or license taxes 
of any and all taxpayers…”) also requests that apartment and condominium 
associations, to the extent they keep such lists, also provide specific vehicle information 
about each vehicle permitted to park at the facility. Most facilities comply with this 
request, which results in an average of 1,500 newly registered vehicles per year. 
 
Information supplied by apartment and condominium management companies is 
compared with the personal property tax rolls. If vehicles are shown on the list that are 
not being assessed in Arlington an inquiry letter is sent to the owner. If no vehicle is 
listed at the address the Commissioner’s office sends a polite letter inquiring if a vehicle 
is garaged at the location. Because some Arlingtonians do not own a vehicle (and to be 
supportive of County policy encouraging a “car free diet”) the “no vehicle” letter is 
phrased as a polite non-accusatory inquiry.  
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Both “discovered vehicle” letters and “no vehicle” letters result in a significant number of 
new vehicle tax listings from residents who were previously unaware of their duty to list 
their vehicle for taxation in Arlington. Many residents move here from jurisdictions that 
do not tax automobiles as personal property, and others move here from another 
Virginia jurisdiction and inadvertently forget to change the garage jurisdiction on their 
vehicle registrations. 
 
In addition to full scale site visits, when a citizen provides a tip (anonymously or 
otherwise) that a non-assessed vehicle may be garaged in a multi-family parking 
garage, the reporting party usually provides vehicle description (make, model and color) 
and a license tag number. With this information, the Commissioner’s staff is able to 
follow up with the owner without the need for garage access permission.  
 
If there appears to be a significant issue with vehicles garaged in a facility for which the 
Commissioner’s office does not have access permission, it is possible to set up a 
checkpoint at the garage exit to check for vehicles not displaying the Arlington window 
decal. This has been done (with the assistance of the County sheriff) in the past and will 
be done in the future on an as needed basis.  Site visits and checkpoints are two 
strategies used as a part of the field visit/canvassing program of the Commissioner’s 
office, which results in approximately 3,500 newly registered vehicles per year. 
 
It would be quite helpful if the state legislature provided specific garage access authority 
to local assessing officials. In addition to providing access to all facilities the authority 
would simplify the annual process of obtaining individual building authorizations to 
enter. Inclusion of such a provision in the County’s annual legislative package will be 
considered in 2016. 
 
__ 
 

Addendum 
 Code of Virginia §58.1-3901 

(Current law) 
 

 
§ 58.1-3901. Apartment house, office building, shopping center, trailer camp, trailer court, self-
service storage facility, marina, airport, and other owners or operators to file lists of tenants. 
 
A. Every person owning or operating any apartment house or any office building or shopping 
center or any trailer camp or trailer court or marina or privately owned or operated airport in the 
Commonwealth shall, on or before February 1 of each year, upon request of the commissioner 
of the revenue of the county or city in which any such apartment house, office building, 
shopping center, trailer camp, trailer court, marina, or airport is located, file with such 
commissioner of the revenue a list giving the name and address of every tenant of such 
apartment house, office building, shopping center, trailer camp, or trailer court, and the name 
and address of every person renting space in a marina for waterborne craft and at a privately 
owned or operated airport for airborne craft as of January 1 preceding. The governing body of 
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any county adjoining a county having a population of more than 1,000 per square mile may 
require like information from any such person leasing houses for rent, and violation of any such 
ordinance requiring the same may be punished as hereinafter provided. 
 
B. Every property owners' association established pursuant to the Property Owners' Association 
Act (§ 55-508 et seq.), condominium unit owners' association established pursuant to the 
Condominium Act (§ 55-79.39 et seq.), and proprietary lessees' association established 
pursuant to the Virginia Real Estate Cooperative Act (§ 55-424 et seq.) shall, upon the written 
request of the commissioner of the revenue, provide a list of the owners of the properties 
administered by such association, to the extent that the association maintains such a list, to the 
commissioner for use in administering local property taxes. 
 
C. Every person owning or operating any self-service storage facility, as defined in § 55-417, 
that makes the outdoor common area of such facility available for storage of tangible personal 
property (including without limitation motor vehicles, trailers, and watercraft) on a rental or 
leased basis in the Commonwealth shall, on or before February 1 of each year, upon the written 
request of the commissioner of the revenue of the county or city in which such self-service 
storage facility is located, file with such commissioner of the revenue a list giving the name and 
address of every person renting or leasing space within the outdoor common area of such self-
service storage facility as of January 1 preceding. 
 
D. Any person failing to comply with this section shall be guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor. 
 
(Code 1950, § 58-863; 1950, p. 35; 1952, c. 527; 1968, c. 628; 1984, c. 675; 1990, c. 152; 
2009, cc. 501, 672.) 
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