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The following information is provided in response to a number of questions raised by 
Board members on March 10, 2015 regarding BID sponsored events.  

 

1. The Ballston BID recently sponsored NSF’s Global Summit on Merit Review; 

what is AED’s assessment of such an event and its impact on business 

attraction and retention? Are there other opportunities to build upon such an 

event and leverage the BIDs to bolster our relationships with other local 

partners, such as Virginia Tech?  

The Global Summit on Merit Review was the Inaugural Meeting of the Global Research 
Council, a new virtual organization dedicated to improving international collaboration 
between scientists and national or regional funding bodies.  NSF invited participation 
from both G20/OECD countries (which are typically most research intensive) and 
countries with emerging scientific enterprises (including those involved with the State 
Department Science Envoys program). 
 
AED and the Ballston BID sponsored the welcome reception for the Summit. In addition 
to over 50 leaders of research-funding agencies in OECD and G20 countries, members 
of the County Board, the Ballston BID Board, the Ballston Science and Technology 
Alliance's Board and other key science and technology companies in Arlington attended 
the event. The Summit was a first step in establishing a permanent, but virtual, 
organization of heads of research agencies—the Global Research Council—which will 
have the long-term objective of fostering multilateral research collaboration across 
continents to benefit both developing and developed nations.  
 
AED believes the event was a huge win for Arlington, especially given the impending 
departure of NSF. Although its physical presence is departing, AED feels that partnering 
with the Ballston BID and NSF on this and future events will help continue to anchor 
some amount of NSF activity here in Arlington and specifically in Ballston. 
 
AED continues to partner with the BIDs and Universities in a variety of ways. As an 
example, AED is exploring a partnership program with Virginia Tech, along with the 
Ballston BID, to create its “Global Innovation District” in Ballston as a natural extension 
of its Arlington-based research headquarters. This area has the highest concentration of 
Virginia Tech assets (including students, faculty and alumni) outside of Blacksburg. The 
Global Innovation District seeks to harness the combined assets of Ballston’s 
concentration of Federal research agencies, Virginia Tech, private sector businesses 
and AED to accelerate technology development, increase entrepreneurial activity and 
attract investment in Arlington. 
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