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The following information is provided in response to a question raised by Mr. Vihstadt 
on February 26, 2015, regarding the proposed reduction to Urban Agriculture and 
community garden maintenance. 
 
Under this proposal the Urban Agriculture operating budget will be reduced by $80,000 
or 45%. The reduction will delay planned improvements on current community gardens 
as well as limit any future expansion of the community garden program. In addition, 
support of the VCE Master Gardeners program will be capped at the current level of 20 
hours of staff time support per week and planned monthly healthy food-related events 
and demonstrations will be eliminated. The monthly healthy food-related events and 
demonstrations were a newly planned component for FY 2015.  
 
The expansion of the Four Mile Run Community Garden, including landscaping, 
plumbing, and fencing, will be completed by Department of Parks and Recreation staff 
and paid from FY 2015 operating funds.  All community gardens are managed by 
citizen-led associations in partnership with the County. In response to the ongoing 
public demand as evidenced by the wait lists, staff is continuing to seek locations for 
further expansion of the program. The cost of installing a new garden can range from 
$30,000 - $50,000 depending on the level of site preparation and improvement required. 
Under the proposed reduction, the County would not have sufficient funding to install 
new gardens in the County including the lot on Arlington Ridge Road, if acquired by the 
County. 

 
The infrastructure in the existing gardens is aging and in some cases in need of repair 
or replacement. This infrastructure includes fencing, plumbing, signage, pest control 
and tree maintenance. Ongoing maintenance will take longer to accomplish under the 
budget reduction proposal. DPR’s Parks and Natural Resource Division (PNR) may be 
able to assist with some of this ongoing maintenance, within the constraints of the 
division’s existing funding and competing priorities of all other ongoing maintenance 
work already within the division’s responsibility.  
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