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The following information is provided in response to a question raised by Mr. Tejada at 
the PAYG work session on March 11, 2014, regarding the increased costs for synthetic 
fields.      
 
The construction cost for the synthetic turf renovations include demolition, subsurface 
repair, new turf and infill, inlaid lines, sports equipment, concrete curb repair, and the G-
max (hardness/impact testing)/extended warranty.  Synthetic fields have increased in 
cost from approximately $7/square foot (SF) (2009 - Gunston) to approximately 
$8.85/SF in 2015 (Washington & Lee), a 26% increase.   
 
Current renovation of synthetic fields at Wakefield, Washington & Lee, and Greenbrier 
Park also include the installation of a Brock pad.  This pad is an underlayment product 
that absorbs greater impact to reduce G-max, designed to reduce concussions and 
other injuries in youth sports. This is a change in design standards since the last CIP 
given the emphasis on youth sports safety and was discussed in conjunction with 
Arlington Public Schools (APS) specifically for the high school stadium fields (which are 
paid for jointly by the County and APS).  The product was also installed on the three 
fields at Long Bridge and will be included in future replacements for that site.  The 
product has an added benefit of substantially reducing the amount of excavation and 
treatment within the approved Virginia DEQ Voluntary Remediation area.  The addition 
of a Brock pad adds $1.15/SF to the total SF cost of a field.  The total square foot cost 
at Washington & Lee, after the inclusion of Brock pad underlayment, was approximately 
$10/SF.  
 
The increased costs for the fields mentioned above will be reflected in the proposed 
Capital Improvement Program (FY 2015 – FY 2024) request.  The cost estimates for 
other field replacements will reflect the base rate for synthetic fields (currently 
$8.85/SF).  The need for extra padding for environmental reasons has only been 
encountered at Long Bridge due to the environmental conditions that had to be 
remediated at the site.   
 
As with any capital construction project, there are other project costs including 
mobilization, permits, and overhead and profit (20%), contingency (10%), and design 
and construction management (25%). 
 
The overall cost of a synthetic field can vary significantly depending on the overall size 
of the field and “D” area.  The “D” area for a football field includes areas between the 
back line of the end zone and the curved radius of the running track around the field.  
The synthetic fields at Washington & Lee and Greenbrier total almost 98,000 SF while 
Barcroft’s size is only 35,000 SF.   
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