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FAAC Opinion 
The FAAC recommended no additions or deletions to the County Manager’s Proposed Budget and 
therefore did not need to reconcile our recommendations.  The FAAC did recommend funding of two 
items if one-time funds become available.  These were: 
 
Department of Human Services: The FAAC recommends the County Board use one-time funds to 
fund the Arlington Free Clinic at FY 2014 levels (~$50,000.00). Vote: Yes-7/ No-3    
 
Police Department: If one-time money becomes available, the FAAC recommends that the County 
Board consider requesting that the County Manager have the Police Department conduct a third-party 
assessment of its staffing levels, in the context of rising population. Vote:  Yes-8/ No-2/ Abstain-1 
 
Additionally, the FAAC recommended that the County include food and yard waste in its recycling 
program provided the cost does not exceed the Board’s advertised rate. Vote: Yes-12/ No-0/ 
Abstain- 1  
 
This year, for the first time, the Board Chair asked the FAAC to review external and Commission 
requests.  The FAAC agreed that we did not have enough information to recommend or reject funding 
for specific requests.  However, we did decide to provide the Board with considerations that we 
believe should serve as guiding principles for the Board as they make funding decisions about these 
requests and other potential spending proposals, including our recommendations above. 
 
The Board should continue their policy that one-time revenues be used for one-time expenditures. 
 
Requests/spending should: 

o Meet a measurable, demonstrated need and/or provide a demonstrated benefit. 
o Be a feasible priority for the department that will implement it. 
o Respond to an approved County strategy, goal or policy. 
o Create efficiencies or build capacity for projects or programs. 

 
If a significant number of requests/spending proposals do not substantively meet these guidelines 
resulting in additional funds remaining at the end of the budget planning period, the Board should 
consider a decrease in the tax rate. 
 
  
The FAAC voted 13-0-0 in favor of this recommendation. 
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