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FY 2015 Proposed Budget 
Budget Work Session Follow-up 

 
March 28, 2014 

 
The following information is provided in response to questions raised by Mr. Fisette on 
March 20, 2014, regarding electric vehicles.  
 

1. What is the availability of joint purchasing agreements for alternatively 
fueled vehicles, specifically electric vehicles? 

 
The County currently utilizes the State’s vehicle contract to purchase many of the 
vehicles in Arlington County’s fleet. Some hybrid models are available on the 
State contract; however, electric vehicles are not currently on the contract.  
 
Regionally, joint purchasing of electric vehicles is being planned by the 
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments. According to their Senior 
Environmental Planner, Leah Boggs, joint purchasing of electric vehicles and 
their associated infrastructure (i.e. charging stations) is a primary goal for 
calendar year 2014; however, no contract is in place at the current time.  
Arlington County will evaluate the purchase of electric vehicles when this 
purchasing option is in place.  
 

2. What is the price differential between gasoline, hybrid, and electric 
vehicles? 

 
As shown in the table on the following page, there is a substantial difference in 
original purchase price depending on the fuel type.  Using the original purchase 
price and annual fuel cost over an eight year life of a vehicle, the premium 
amount illustrates the added cost with using the various green options rather 
than purchasing an all- gasoline vehicle.  At this time, there is no cost standard 
for maintenance associated with various fuel types; therefore, it is difficult to 
accurately predict how much maintenance may vary between vehicle types. 
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Compact Sedans
Gasoline Hybrid All Electric

Ford Focus * Toyota Prius Nissan Leaf
Purchase Price $15,174 $24,716 $29,650 
Miles per gallon (MPG) 27 51 106
Annual Fuel Cost** $657 $348 $127 
Cost Premium $7,067 $10,234 

Mid-Size Sedans
Gasoline Hybrid All Electric

Chevrolet Impala LS * Ford Fusion SE * Chevrolet Volt***
Purchase Price $17,721 $24,194 $34,935 
Miles per gallon (MPG) 19 47 101
Annual Fuel Cost** $934 $378 $133 
Cost Premium $2,021 $10,808 

 
* These specific vehicles are available for purchase through eVA, the State 
Vehicle Contracts. Others vehicles are purchased through individual County 
contracts. 
 
** Fuel cost is based on 5,000 miles annually and assumes a cost of $3.55 per 
gallon.   Fuel cost for electric vehicles based on 8 cents per kWh.  Annual fuel 
cost of the Volt based on battery use only while operated in electric mode. 
 
*** This is the current market price of a Chevrolet Volt. The existing Volt in 
Arlington County fleet was purchased in July 2011 at market price of $42,500. 
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