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The following information is provided by the Department of Management and Finance 
Purchasing Division in response to a question raised by Mr. Fisette at the General 
Government work session on February 27, 2014, regarding opportunities for regional 
and other cooperative purchasing. 
 
Cooperative purchasing allows local governments to take advantage of bulk purchasing 
– leading to lower prices, higher quality goods/services, and greater efficiencies.  The 
National Institute of Government Purchasing (NIGP) publishes five types of cooperative 
contracts: statewide or provincial term contracts, participation in national cooperatives, 
participation in regional or local cooperatives, following the US General Services 
Administration schedules, and utilizing piggy-back (or rider) contracts.1  Arlington 
County uses all of these methods.   
 
The County participates in two national cooperative organizations: the National Joint 
Powers Alliance (NJPA), through which the County purchases maintenance, repair, and 
operating supplies; and US Communities, through which the County purchases systems 
furniture, industrial supplies, and sports equipment.   
 
Rider contracts allow the County to use contracts already put in place by other local 
governments.  In FY 2012, 54 of 247 new contracts were rider contracts, and in FY 
2013, 59 of 294 new contracts were rider contracts.  Additionally, Arlington County 
solicitations include the Council of Government (COG) rider clause to allow other 
jurisdictions the opportunity to ride contracts.   
 
Arlington County is a member of the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
(MWCOG) Chief Purchasing Officer Committee (CPOC).  The County hosts and attends 
NIGP and Virginia Association of Government Purchasing (VAGP) training opportunities 
at which purchasing officers can share information and best practices with other 
jurisdictions.  Arlington County is a regional leader in emergency management grant 
procurements, such as items purchased under the Department of Homeland Security’s 
Urban Areas Security Initiative (UASI) grant which enhance regional safety and security. 
 
Looking ahead, the Purchasing Division continues to look for opportunities to use 
national contracts and to participate in/host cooperative events with regional partners.   

                                            
1 “Public Procurement Benchmark: 2012 Survey Report,” published by NIGP: The Institute for Public 
Procurement, 2012.  Accessed on March 5, 2014 at 
http://www.globalpublicprocurement.org/Documents/Resources/Research-Reports/2012-NIGP-
Benchmark-Report.pdf 
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