
SUMMER 2018 

SUMMER FUN AND 

ENRICHMENT!  

REGISTRATION BEGINS  

MAY 15, 2018 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS & EVENTS 

 

 

Sign up to receive THE SNAG 

and other information about 

our nature and conservation 

programs at 

parks.arlingtonva.us. 

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

3608 N. Military Road 

Arlington, VA 22207 

703-228-3403  

gulfbranch@arlingtonva.us 

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER 

625 S. Carlin Springs Road  

Arlington, VA 22204  

703-228-6535 

longbranch@arlingtonva.us  

FORT CF SMITH VISITOR CENTER   

2411 N. 24th Street  

Arlington, VA 22207 

703-228-7033 

dfarner@arlingtonva.us  

Open 10am - 5pm Tuesday to Saturday, 1 - 5pm Sunday, Closed Mondays  Open10am - 2pm Saturday & Sunday 

S mall urban parks and the natural areas they 

harbor might seem to be of small 

consequence compared to great national 

parks such as Yosemite or Yellowstone. Yet these 

small parks can have great significance now that 

about 80% of Americans live in urban areas. For 

most of us, local parks provide our main opportunity 

for contact with nature. 

Natural areas in Arlington represent only a small 

amount of the county’s total land area, about 4.7% 

(including federal lands) but they and other open 

spaces play a big role in making this a livable 

community. Consider some of the free ecosystem 

services natural areas in our parks provide: 

• Mitigating Air Pollution - A forested park is a 

natural air filter. Tree leaves absorb pollutants 

and cause suspended air pollution particles to 

drop out of the air. Trees in natural areas are 

especially valuable in mitigating air pollution 

because they generally don’t need the energy-

consuming maintenance that street and backyard 

trees require. 

• Reducing Urban Heat - Temperatures in urban 

areas can run 3° to 10° F higher than nearby 

rural areas. Shade from trees can reduce 

temperatures by 20° F or more and 

evapotranspiration - the release of water vapor 

through tree leaves - provides natural air 

conditioning. Through a process called 

advection, cooler urban forest air moves into 

adjacent developed areas. 

• Protecting Streams and Water Quality - 

Stormwater runoff from roads, rooftops and 

other hard surfaces pollutes local streams and 

causes flooding and erosion problems. Lawns 

absorb only about 50% of the rain falling on 

them, while forested areas absorb nearly all of it. 

Trees act as natural pumps, releasing much of 

that rainfall back into the air. 

• Improving Our Well-being - Natural areas in city 

parks provide educational and recreational 

opportunities for urban residents. Numerous 

studies have demonstrated a link between access 

to natural areas and stress reduction, faster 

healing, improved emotional outlook, and better 

mental health. 

• Promoting Conservation - By providing regular 

contact with nature, local parks help build 

support for conservation efforts both locally and 

further afield. They can also harbor rare species 

or ecosystems, such as the magnolia bogs in 

Barcroft Park.  

Natural areas in Arlington parks provide a great walk 

in the woods – and a whole lot more! 

What Good is a Park in the City? 

http://parks.arlingtonva.us/
mailto:gulfbranch@arlingtonva.us
mailto:longbranch@arlingtonva.us
mailto:dfarner@arlingtonva.us
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Walk Softly & Carry a  

Walkabouts Brochure 

R. I. P. - REMOVE INVASIVE PLANTS! 
Adults, teens, and families ages 8 and up. Want to restore habitat and increase 

native species diversity right here in Arlington? Work parties are held every 

month and are making a real difference with the return of ferns, wildflowers, 

and the animals that depend on them to areas once covered in destructive 

invasive plants. Help make it happen! Call nature centers for information. No 

registration is required.  

Second Saturdays 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

Saturday, June 9, 9:30am-11:30am 

Saturday, July 14, 9:30am-11:30am 

Saturday, Aug. 11, 9:30am-11:30am 

Third Sundays 

Long Branch Nature Center 

Sunday, June 17, 2 - 4pm 

Sunday, July 15, 2 - 4pm 

Sunday, Aug. 19, 2 - 4pm  

Did you know that 

WalkArlington, the County 

initiative that “gets more people 

walking in more walkable places 

more of the time,” now has 25 

Walkabout routes for you to try? 

Request your free copy of our 

colorful new pocket-sized 

brochure, featuring all 25 of 

these self-guided neighborhood 

walking tours, at 

info@walkarlington.com. 

Individual Walkabout maps are 

also available online at 

WalkArlington.com. 

Volunteer & More! 

 

 

POLLINATORS 

Thursday, June 14, 8 - 9pm  

Pollination is a process that must occur for seed production. Wind 

and water can pollinate many plants, but animals do the heavy 

lifting. Explore the evolutionary history of these symbiotic 

relationships between plants and animals with local and exotic 

examples. #642848-A 

 

MOTHS 

Thursday, July 12, 8 - 9pm  

National Moth Week is July 21-29. Discover how these insects 

have inspired a national week of recognition and spawned a hobby, 

"mothing." #642848-B 

 

SINGING INSECTS  

Thursday, Aug 9, 8 - 9pm  

How do singing insects make such incredible noises? Explore the 

mechanisms these insects use to send and receive messages. We'll 

take some time at the end to go out and listen to these nocturnal 

singers. #642848-C 

DEEP DIVE 
Adults. Take a Deep Dive into natural history that scratches more 
than just the surface. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $5. 

NATIONAL HIKE WITH A GEEK DAY 

Wednesday, June 20, 9:30 - 11am 

 

Adults. Come geek it up in 

nature on National Hike 

with a Geek Day. Wear your 

best nature or science  

T-shirt with pride and learn 

scientific names while 

searching for 'flora and 

fauna'. Discover apps you 

can use to list the species 

we observe! For 

information: 703-228-3403. 

Meet at Gulf Branch Nature 

Center. $5. #642848-G 

http://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/invasive-plants/invasive-plant-program/
http://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/invasive-plants/invasive-plant-program/
mailto:info@walkarlington.com
http://www.walkarlington.com/
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642848
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642848
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642848
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642848
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Birding Trips Afield 
Come birding with us! Participants should dress for the weather and bring binoculars, a bag lunch, a drink 

and snacks for the day. These trips may include walking over uneven terrain and gentle slopes. Meet our 

vans at the Barcroft Sports & Fitness Center parking lot, 4200 S Four Mile Run Drive, Arlington. 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA BIRD CLUB WALK 

Wednesday, June 6, 8:30 - 11am 

Join members of the Northern Virginia Bird Club for an 

informal walk through Long Branch and Glencarlyn 

Parks in search of resident and migratory birds. 

Experienced and beginning birders welcome. Bring 

binoculars and field guides if you have them. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at the parking lot at 

Long Branch Nature Center. Free. #642948-A 

 

FERN FORAY  

Wednesday, June 13, 10am - 12:30pm 

Join Fern-o-phile naturalist Rachael Tolman for a walk 

and hands-on experience with ferns. While we hike, 

we'll discuss the history of these ancient plants and how 

they have survived thus far. We'll give tips on how to 

differentiate between common species, and learn how 

to grow ferns at home from spores we'll collect. This 

program will include some hiking off trail. Teens ages 16 

and up are welcome, but must be accompanied by a 

registered adult. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at  

second parking lot at Scott's Run Nature Preserve,  

7400 Georgetown Pike, McLean. $10. #642948-C 

CITIZEN SCIENCE: CRICKET CRAWL PREP!  

Thursday, Aug. 16, 8:30 - 9:30pm 

Every summer we are serenaded by crickets and 

katydids. Learn to identify their different calls, how and 

why they sing, and more. Then help us census 

Arlington's cricket and katydid populations as we 

monitor our parks and backyards for eight different 

species. The survey itself, or Cricket Crawl, will take 

place later in August. Teens ages 16 and up are 

welcome, but must be accompanied by a registered 

adult. For information visit discoverlife.org/cricket/DC 

or call 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature 

Center. Free. #642848-F 

BIRDING & BATTLEFIELDS: CEDAR 

MOUNTAIN & BRANDY STATION 

Tuesday, June 5, 8am - 4pm 

Cedar Mountain was the battle 

where Stonewall Jackson earned the 

respect of Robert E Lee and Brandy 

Station was the biggest cavalry battle 

of the Civil War. Explore the history 

of these two battlefields while birding 

their forests and fields. For 

information: 703-228-3403. $48. 

#642848-D 

BIRDING SHENANDOAH 

NATIONAL PARK  

Tuesday, June 12, 7am - 4pm 

We’ll travel to the mountains to 

search for nesting songbirds at 

Shenandoah National Park. We’ll also 

keep an eye out for black bear, 

bobcat, and other wildlife. For 

information: 703-228-6535. $48. 

#642948-B 

 

 

BIRDING THE DELAWARE BAY 

Tuesday, Aug. 14, 7am - 5pm 

Bird along the eastern shore of 

Delaware Bay searching for migrating 

shorebirds in tidal and freshwater 

marshes. The destination is usually 

Bombay Hook National Wildlife 

Refuge, where over 320 species of 

bird have been recorded. For 

information: 703-228-3403. $48. 

#642848-E 

EXTREME CHAMPION TREES BIKE RIDE  

Saturday, Aug. 11, 9am - 12pm 

Marvel at some of Arlington’s most spectacular trees 

on this ride. Unlike the other Champion Tree bike 

rides, this one will take us on some of the hilliest, 

most calorie-burning, bike-safe roads of North 

Arlington. We will still be stopping at points of natural 

and environmental interest along the way, but plan on 

a tough ride. Bring your own bike, water, snacks and 

repair kit. Teens ages 16 and up are welcome, but 

must be accompanied by a registered adult. For 

information: 703-228-1863. Meet at the Fort C.F. 

Smith parking lot. Free. #642748-A 

https://parks.arlingtonva.us/locations/barcroft-sports-fitness-center/
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642948
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/scottsrun/
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642948
http://www.discoverlife.org/cricket/DC
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642848
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642848
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642948
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642848
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642748
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Fun for Nature Loving Families 
Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult. 

Campfire Evening Magic   
The whole family is invited to join us at the Long Branch Amphitheater or the Gulf Branch Fire Ring for lots of 

old-fashioned fun. These engaging programs will be filled with entertaining activities which may include stories, 

special animal guests, games, songs and of course, S’mores! For information, call the campfire location. $5.  

HIDDEN NATURE 

Sunday, June 3, 2 - 3pm 

Families ages 6 and up. Camouflage and mimicry keep predators and prey guessing as 

to what’s what and who’s who. Unmask these deceivers as we roam the gardens, 

woods and meadows of Glencarlyn Park. $5. #642958-M 

 

SUMMER SCAVENGER HUNT 

Thursday, June 21, 5:30 - 6:30pm 

Families ages 6 and up. School’s out and summer is here! Have fun as we search for 

signs of summer on the longest day of the year. The evidence is all around if you 

know where to look. Free. #642958-N 

 

SOLSTICE HIKE & CAMPFIRE 

Friday, June 22, 7:30 - 9pm  

Families ages 5 and up. Enjoy the extra daylight with an evening hike and campfire. 

We'll hike the hills and dales of the park as we keep an eye out for late night 

residents. Then we'll head back to the campfire to sing songs and roast 

marshmallows. $7. #642958-O 

 

THERE'S A SQUIRREL IN MY KITCHEN! 

Sunday, July 22, 4 - 5pm 

Families ages 8 and up. From squirrels in the kitchen to bats in the attic and snakes in 

the basement, wildlife sometimes make themselves at home in your home. Find out 

why animals may find your home so inviting. Free. #642958-R 

 

FOUR MILE RUN WILDLIFE WALK 

Sunday, Aug. 12, 10:30am - 12pm 

Families ages 5 and up. Join us to see the native wildlife that lives along Four Mile Run. 

We’ll stop at sites along the way for activities as we see birds, fish, turtles and maybe 

even water snakes! $5. #642958-S 

Long Branch Programs 

 

 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 
 

Big Bullfrogs Campfire 

Saturday, June 2, 7 - 8pm #642858-A 

 

Skittering Skinks Campfire 

Saturday, June 16, 7 - 8pm #642858-B 

 

Animal Colors Campfire 

Friday, June 29, 7 - 8pm #642858-C 
 

Moths by Moonlight Campfire 

Friday, July 27, 8:30 - 9:30pm #642858-D 
 

Spectacular Spiders Campfire 

Saturday, Aug. 11, 7 - 8pm #642858-E 

 

Slithering Snakes Campfire 

Friday, Aug. 31, 7 - 8pm #642858-F 

Long Branch Nature Center 
 

Bats & Bloodsuckers Campfire 

Saturday, June 9, 7 - 8pm #642958-A 

 

Bilingual Campfire (Spanish/English) 

Sunday, July 8, 7 - 8pm #642958-B 

 

Night Rainbow Campfire  

*the fire will be magical colors! 

Friday, July 13, 7 - 8pm #642958-C 

 

Turtle Tales Campfire 

Saturday, July 21, 7 - 8pm #642958-D 

 

Dinosaur Campfire 

Saturday, Aug. 4, 7 - 8pm #642958-E 

 

Night Insects Campfire 

Saturday, Aug. 18, 8:30 - 9:30pm #642958-F 

NOTABLE NATURE 
Families ages 5 and up. Join us for lessons in nature 

journaling and sketching. We'll construct our own 

nature journals, hone our writing and drawing skills, 

and talk about the season while hiking. Includes an 

optional 15 minutes of practice time following the 

one hour program. $5. 

Sunday, June 10,  

3 - 4:15pm 

#642958-G 

Sunday, July 8,  

3 - 4:15pm 

#642958-H 

Sunday,  Aug. 12,  

3 - 4:15pm 

#642958-I 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642858
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642858
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642858
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642858
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642858
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642858
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642958
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ROCKS AND MINERALS 
Ages 6 to 10. What is the difference between a rock and a 

mineral? Join us to learn how the three classes of rocks 

differ from each other. We'll also go walk in the creek to  

see what we can find. Must wear closed-toe water shoes. $5.  

Long Branch Nature Center 

Wednesday, July 11,  

2 - 3pm #642928-E 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

Wednesday, July 25,  

2 - 3pm #642828-G 

COOL CREEK CRITTERS  
Families ages 5 and up. Dress to get wet as we spend some time exploring 

waterfalls, trying to catch water striders, and taking a closer look at some 

creek critters. What do they have to tell us? Do different streams have 

different critters living in them? Be prepared to want to keep playing in the 

creek when the program ends! Must wear closed-toe shoes in water. For 

information: 703-228-3403. Free. 

Barcroft Park  

4200 S Four Mile Run 

Drive 

Saturday, June 16,  

3 - 4:30pm #642858-G 

Lubber Run 

Amphitheater  

200 N Columbus Street 

Saturday, July 28,  

3 - 4:30pm #642858-H 

Windy Run 

2420 N Kenmore Street  

Saturday, Aug. 18,  

10 - 11am #642858-I 

CIVIL WAR DISCOVERIES 
Ages 7 to 11. Enlist in our Civil War Army! $5.  
For information: 703-228-7033. Meet at Fort C.F. Smith Park. 

INFANTRY DRILLS 

Tuesday, Aug. 7, 9 - 10am 

We'll drill like Union soldiers by 

practicing our marches and turns, as 

well as how to “load in nine times” 

with replica wood rifles. #642728-A 

 

ARTILLERY DRILLS 

Tuesday, Aug. 7, 11am - 12pm 

Learn to work as a team as we 

practice the steps to load and aim a 

replica Civil War cannon. We'll talk 

about different types of artillery and 

put our skills to the test. #642728-B 

SKIRMISH DRILLS   

Wednesday, Aug. 8, 9 - 10am 

Skirmishers played a special role in 

Civil War armies. Learn their 

functions and practice their drills. 

#642728-C 

 

BUILD A FORT 

Wednesday, Aug. 8, 11 - 12pm 

We'll investigate how and why forts 

were built in Arlington during the 

Civil War. Then we'll work as a team 

to design forts to defend the city. 

#642728-D 

FORT ETHAN ALLEN PARK WALKING TOURS 

Families ages 7 and up. Join us for the anniversary of the Second 

Battle of Manassas as we take a walking tour of Fort Ethan Allen. 

We will explore the earthworks and discuss how and why the 

fort was built, as well as the fort’s significance to the battle and 

its aftermath. For information: 703-228-7033. Meet at Fort Ethan 

Allen, 3829 N Stafford Street. Free. 

Friday, Aug. 24, 7 - 8pm 

Families ages 5 and up. 

Come explore our fields 

and forest at night to take 

a look at the moon. Have 

you ever seen the man in 

the moon? What about a 

rabbit, crab or a frog?  

For information:  

703-228-3403. Meet at 

Fort C.F. Smith. $5. 

#642758-A 

MY FAVORITE MOON HIKE 

Tuesday, Aug. 28,  

4 - 4:45pm #642758-B 

Saturday, Sep. 1,  

4 - 4:45pm #612758-A 

More Fun for Kids & Families 
Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult. 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642928
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642828
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642858
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642858
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642858
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642728
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642728
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642728
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642728
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642758
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642758
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612758


For Young Naturalists 
Register children only.  Adults are welcome to attend, but not required to do so. 

Gulf Branch Programs 
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Long Branch Programs 

SURVIVAL SKILLS: POISON & VENOM ID 

Friday, June 1, 4 - 5pm 

Ages 8 to 13. Learn hands-on traditional survival skills! To survive you need to know 

about plants and animals, and which ones to avoid! $5. #642928-A 

 

BOISTEROUS BUBBLES! 

Saturday, June 9, 4 - 5pm 

Ages 5 to 10. Love suds, foam, froth and bubbles. Have you ever wondered: What is 

a bubble? Come explore the nature and science of bubbles through hands-on 

experiments. You'll also make and take home your own bubble kit! $5. #642928-B 

 

FOSSILS OF LONG BRANCH 

Wednesday, June 27, 2 - 3pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Thanks to the Appalachian Mountains, fossils are everywhere and right 

here at Glencarlyn Park. We'll learn how fossils are made and take a hike to find 

some. Must wear closed-toe shoes in water. $5. #642928-C 

 

BLOW STUFF UP 

Saturday, June 30, 11am - 12pm 

Ages 8 to 12. Using common items like baking soda, vinegar, Mentos, soft drinks and 

fizzy tabs we’ll make foam volcanoes and other safe exploding things. We’ll 

experiment with the formulas to create the biggest bursts. Be prepared to get messy!  

$5. #642928-D 

 

BUG HUNT! 

Saturday, July 14, 2 - 3pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Who’s an insect and who’s not? Which critters have six legs, eight legs, 

or more? We’ll find the answers as we search for butterflies, spiders, centipedes, 

beetles and more. We’ll provide nets and jars for hands-on, catch-and-release bug 

hunting. Free. #642928-F 

 

RAINBOW COLOR MAGIC 

Saturday, July 21, 4 - 5pm 

Ages 5 to 10. Rainbows are a natural spectacle. Come learn about the science behind 

rainbows as we explore the world of color. We'll look at light through a prism, mix 

and match colors, and go on a rainbow scavenger hunt. $5. #642928-G 

 

CREEK NIGHT HIKE 

Friday, Aug. 10, 7 - 8:30pm 

Ages 8 to 12. Come hike along the creek at night to see what’s different than the 

daytime. Bring flashlights and we’ll try to find critters in the dark and in the water. 

Must wear closed-toe water shoes. Free. #642928-H 

 

DRAGONFLIES: MASTERS OF THE SKIES 

Saturday, Aug. 11, 11am - 12pm 

Ages 8 to 12. Dragonflies are fierce predators that catch other insects and eat them 

on the fly. Use nets and binoculars to discover adult and young dragonflies and their 

prey at Poplar Pond. $5. #642928-I 

 

DOWN IN THE POND 

Saturday, Aug. 25, 2 - 3pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Do you know what lives at the bottom of a pond? Water boatmen, 

backswimmers and water scorpions are just a few of the critters we might encounter 

as we go dip-netting in our ponds. $5. #642928-J 

FREE PLAY DAYS  
Ages 5 to 9. Give kids unstructured time they can call their own. Your 

child will love this chance to explore our woods, make mud pies, 

throw rocks in the creek and just be free. Dress to get wet and dirty, 

and wear closed-toe shoes. Free. 

Saturday, June 2,  

1:30 - 3pm #642828-A 

Saturday, July 14, 

4 - 5:30pm #642828-B 

Saturday, Aug. 11,  

1:30 - 3pm #642828-C 

 

TOUR THE SOLAR SYSTEM 

Wednesday, June 6, 3 - 4pm 

Ages 7 to 12. Earth getting too crowded? The universe is a big place, so let's see if we 

can find somewhere else with a little more elbow room. Explore the planets and 

dwarf planets of our solar system through interactive activities that compare travel 

distance, weather conditions, size and the lengths of days and years. $5. #642828-D 

 

POLLINATOR PATROL 

Wednesday, June 13, 3 - 4pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Get ready for National Pollinator Week, which starts June 15. The 

gardens, fields and forest of the nature center are teeming with pollinators and other 

insects. Use nets and bug boxes to capture and view our native pollinators at work.  

$5. #642828-E 

 

HERON HUNT 

Saturday, June 16, 9:30 - 11am 

Ages 8 to 12. Search for these amazing birds and other denizens of the Potomac's 

floodplain as we discover secret ponds, racoon tracks, skies full of dragonflies and 

more. Dress to get muddy; we’ve planned lots of off-trail hiking and exploring. 

Participants will receive directions to our starting point, which is a five minute drive 

from Gulf Branch. $7. #642828-F 
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Gulf Branch Nature Center 
 

BEAVER BUILDERS 

Humans need tools and machines to build houses, but 

beavers use their sharp teeth and paws to make their 

homes. Join us to learn how to build like a beaver. 

Friday, June 1, 1 - 2pm #642818-A 

Tuesday, June 5, 1 - 2pm #642818-B 

Wednesday, June 6, 1 - 2pm #642818-C 

Thursday, June 7, 1 - 2pm #642818-D 

 

ANIMAL BEAKS 

Birds aren’t the only creatures with beaks! We’ll peck 

at bird beaks from “cracker” to “strainer” and then see 

what other creatures have beaks!  

Tuesday, July 3, 1 - 2pm #642818-E 

Thursday, July 5, 1 - 2pm #642818-F 

Friday, July 6, 1 - 2pm #642818-G 

Tuesday, July 10, 1 - 2pm #642818-H 

 

CORAL REEFS 

Come learn about coral reefs, the jewels in Earth’s 

oceans. Learn about the amazing formation of corals 

and the many creatures the reef supports. 

Wednesday, Aug. 1, 1 - 2pm #642818-I 

Thursday, Aug. 2, 1 - 2pm #642818-J 

Friday, Aug. 3, 1 - 2pm #642818-K 

Tuesday, Aug. 7, 1 - 2pm #642818-L 

 

Long Branch Nature Center 

 

SIMPLY SEEDS 

Have you ever wondered how plants grow from a single 

small seed? What animals eats seeds? Join us to dissect 

your favorite fruits and veggies in search of seeds. 

Friday, June 8, 4 - 5pm #642918-A 

Wednesday, June 13, 4 - 5pm #642918-B 

Thursday, June 14, 10:30 - 11:30am #642918-C 

Friday, June 15, 4 - 5pm #642918-D 

 

FASCINATING FIREFLIES 

Some call them fireflies, others call them lightning 

bugs. Come explore their methods of communication 

and learn about the best places to find them. 

Tuesday, July 17, 1 - 2pm #642918-E 

Wednesday, July 18, 4 - 5pm #642918-F 

Friday, July 27, 10:30 - 11:30am #642918-G 

Tuesday, July 31, 4 - 5pm #642918-H 

 

HEAD IN THE CLOUDS 

Do you enjoy searching for hidden shapes in the clouds? 

Let's explore what the clouds tell us about weather 

with activities, crafts and a walk in the park. 

Thursday, Aug. 16, 1 - 2pm #642918-I 

Friday, Aug. 17, 10:30 - 11:30am #642918-J 

Tuesday, Aug. 21, 4 - 5pm #642918-K 

Tuesday, Aug. 28, 10:30 - 11:30am #642918-L 

For Preschoolers & Tiny Tots  

NATURE STORYTIME 
Ages 2 to 10. Register children only. 

For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at 

Long Branch Nature Center. Free.  

 

WATER STORYTIME 

Tuesday, June 19, 10:30 - 11am  

Swim on over for stories about animals from 

the deep blue sea! #642918-V 

 

REPTILE STORYTIME 

Thursday, July 12, 3:30 - 4pm  

Slither on over to Long Branch for stories all 

about our scaly friends. #642918-W 

 

JUMPERS STORYTIME 

Friday, Aug. 10, 10:30 - 11am  

Hop on over for stories all about our jumpy 

insect and animal friends. #642918-X 

PRESCHOOL NATURE EXPLORERS 
Ages 3 to 5. Preschoolers can actively explore their natural world with programs that build the 

foundation for a lifetime of wonder, appreciation and discovery. Hands-on interactive learning, 

crafts, mini-hikes and nature play provide a fun and engaging experience for your children. 

Caregivers must stay with their child. $5. 

TURTLE LUNCH  
Tuesday, Aug. 14, 10:30 - 11:30am   

TINY TOT NATURE FUN! 

Ages 18 to 35 months. Introduce your child 

to nature. These programs are designed to 

help children and caregivers feel comfortable 

exploring and enjoying our natural world. 

Caregivers must stay with their child. $5.  

 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 
 

Friday, June 1, 10 - 10:45am #642818-M 

Saturday, June 2, 10 - 10:45am #642818-N 

Thursday, June 7, 10 - 10:45am #642818-O 

 

Saturday, July 7, 10 - 10:45am #642818-P 

Wednesday, July 11, 10 - 10:45am #642818-Q 

 

Saturday, Aug. 4, 10 - 10:45am #642818-R 

Wednesday, Aug. 8, 10 - 10:45am #642818-S 

Saturday, Aug. 11, 10 - 10:45am #642818-T 

 . 

Long Branch Nature Center 

 

Friday, June 8, 10 - 10:45am #642918-M 

Tuesday, June 12, 10 - 10:45am #642918-N 

Wednesday, June 13, 10 - 10:45am #642918-O 

 

Saturday, July 21, 10:30 - 11:15am #642918-P 

Saturday, July 28, 10:30 - 11:15am #642918-Q 

Tuesday, July 31, 10:30 - 11:15am #642918-R 

 

Wednesday, Aug. 15, 10 - 10:45am #642918-S 

Thursday, Aug. 16, 10 - 10:45am #642918-T 

Tuesday, Aug. 21, 10 - 10:45am #642918-U 

Ages 3 to 6. Help 

us make lunch for 

our turtles! You 

will prepare the 

food for our 

recovering 

hospital turtles 

and get to watch 

them eat, then 

give them worms 

for dessert! For 

information:  

703-228-6535.  

Meet at Long 

Branch Nature 

Center. Free. 

#642918-Y 
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How to Sign Up! 
 

REGISTRATION OPENS for Arlington residents 

Tuesday, May 15. Non-resident registration opens 

Wednesday, May 16.  

Registration deadline: Participants must register by 

4pm the day before a program. The day of the 

program, please call the program site if you have not 

yet registered to check availability. 

 

HOW TO REGISTER: 

Online: If you have a digital SNAG, click on the 

hyperlinked program number and you will 

automatically go to program registration. You can also 

register online by going to registration.arlingtonva.us. 

You can browse our offerings as a ‘Guest’, but you 

must log in to register for a program. If you do not 

have an account, you can create one online or call  

703-228-4747 for help. 

By Phone: Call the Registration Office at  

703-228-4747, Monday to Friday, between 8am and 5pm. 

In Person: Visit the Registration Office at  

3700 S. Four Mile Run Drive, Arlington, VA 22206, 

Monday to Friday, between 8am and 5pm. 

FEES 

The listed fee is per participant unless otherwise 

stated. Most program fees are charged at registration. 

Some program fees will be charged at the program 

site (cash or check only, no credit cards please.) See 

program write-up for details. 

WE DON’T WANT FEES TO BE A BARRIER 

All Arlington County Parks and Recreation programs 

and services are eligible for fee reduction except for 

personal training, private swim classes for adults, adult 

leagues and facility rentals. Any member in a 

household that has qualified for a fee reduction can 

receive a fee reduction for classes and programs with 

advance registration and payment. We cannot give fee 

reductions for onsite payments, such as at special 

events. Questions? Visit parks.arlingtonva.us and 

search “fee reduction” or call 703-228-4747. 

CANCELLATIONS 

Notify us at 703-228-4747 or email us as soon as 

possible so we may contact someone from the waiting 

list. Cancellations on the day of the program should be 

made directly with the program site. 

REFUNDS 

Full refunds will be automatically processed within 30 

days when classes are canceled by Parks and 

Recreation due to weather, insufficient enrollment or 

other unforeseen reasons.  Transfers from one 

program section to another may be requested through 

the Registration Office at 703-228-4747, prior to the 

start of the program. No refunds or credits if 

participants are unable to attend a program.    

WEATHER 

Indoor programs are cancelled in conjunction with the 

Arlington County’s school closings policy. Outdoor 

programs may be cancelled due to rain or other 

inclement weather. Call nature centers for more 

information. 

MODIFICATIONS 

We can provide reasonable modifications for people 

with disabilities upon request. Advanced notice is 

welcomed. Please call: 703-228-4740. TTY 711.  

Firefly Festival Sunday, June 24 
7:30 to 9:30pm   

Families ages 3 and up. Register children and adults; children 

must be accompanied by a registered adult. Come celebrate 

summer’s natural night lights as we learn all about these 

bioluminescent beetles. Activities include bug hunts, games, 

crafts, walks and talks about fireflies. Bring a picnic blanket and 

dinner as we wait for sunset and the natural lights to come out.  

For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at  

Fort C.F. Smith Park. 

Cancelled if Raining. $7 per person.  

Pre-registration encouraged but not required.  

#642958-P 

Adults, teens, families ages 4 and up. Register children and adults; children must be accompanied 

by a registered adult. Enjoy a thoroughly batty evening and add to your knowledge of local night 

life! Live bat shows are presented by Leslie Sturges, director of The Save Lucy Campaign, 

established to protect and conserve bats in this region. Admission also  

includes ongoing habitat walks, games, crafts and much more!  

Registration is required to enter one of the live bat talks below.  

For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch  

Nature Center. $8. 

Bat Fest  
Saturday, August 25, 6:30 - 9pm 

6:30 - 7pm: 30 minutes, for families with younger children. #642858-J 

7:15 - 7:45pm: 30 minutes, for families with younger children. #642858-K 

8 - 9pm: 1 hour, for adults and families with older children. #642858-L 

ADAPTIVE FAMILY HIKE 

Long Branch 

Nature Center 

Sunday, June 17, 

10:30am - 12pm 

#642958-J 

 

Barcroft Park 

4200 S Four Mile 

Run Drive 

Sunday, July 15, 

10:30am - 12pm 

#642958-K 

Huntley Meadows 

3701 Lockheed 

Blvd, Alexandria 

Sunday, Aug. 5, 

10:30am - 12pm 

#642958-L 

Families. Register children and adults; children must be 

accompanied by a registered adult. All are welcomed to 

join us on a leisurely paced hike through a park. The 

forested trails will be accessible, smooth and shaded for 

a fun hike to explore and examine whatever we 

discover. We’ll also take a break half way. For 

information: 703-228-6535.  
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