
“Green Practices” 
 
 In an attempt to provide long term, sustainable and ‘green’ solutions for 
County parks, many design, construction, and best management practices are 
being utilized and implemented in our most recent projects. 

At Hillside Park, great emphasis was made in preserving the existing tree 
canopy and the unique ‘Urban Forest’. Careful consideration was given in 
selecting the materials and methods for construction, in an attempt to minimize 
the negative impact and maximize the positive impact to the site. 

Permeable paving and elevated decks helped to lessen the impact to 
existing tree roots, as well as minimize soil and habitat disturbance. Likewise, 
storm water runoff is allowed to naturally drain into the surface, promoting 
infiltration of rainwater and helping to clean and recharge the groundwater. 

In addition to using best management practices to control soil loss, 
improve water quality, and preserve the tree canopy, the County was able to 
reduce its environmental (carbon) footprint by using recycled materials. Existing 
landscape timbers and gravel were reused to construct a new permeable paver 
path. Both the masonry units used to construct the retaining walls and the safety 
tiles for the play area have up to 90% recycled content. Similarly, the IPE 
hardwood decking is certified and guaranteed to be a sustainable and recyclable 
product. Further, recycling is encouraged within the park through the use of 
recycling bins. However, the use of ‘green’ practices isn’t just limited to 
hardscape considerations. 

Removing non-native, invasive, and high water use plants at Hillside Park 
and planting native, low maintenance, and low water use plants is also a BMP 
that helps to preserve and protect the County’s natural resources. In addition, 
preserving and increasing the tree canopy at the site helps to create a cooler 
environment and reduced air pollution. Likewise, conserving water and 
reducing runoff, erosion, and non-point source pollution was also taken into 
account throughout the design process for the park at the corner of 13th and 
Herndon Streets. 

Here we are incorporating a water management system that will 
effectively collect and purify rainwater from the entire site and store it in a large 
underground cistern. From there, it can be used to maintain a constant supply of 
water for irrigation. Further, this passive subsurface irrigation system uses 
capillary physics and gravity to deliver water and nutrients to plants through a 
series of inter-connected chambers. To add to its efficiency, the system will be 
automated, using pumps and monitoring equipment to reduce unnecessary or 
excessive over watering and conserve water. 

Further, the County is taking the opportunity to increase the sustainability 
of its parks by using alternative energy technologies. At this park in particular, 
energy is provided for the irrigation system, lighting, and electronic entry system 
for the gate to the community canine area through the use of photo voltaics (solar 



power). This solar system will incorporate ‘net metering’, which will allow the 
County to connect to the grid. By doing so, the energy generated by the system 
produces ‘credits’, which can be used towards the energy needed not only for the 
park, but any excess credits may be used to pay other County utility bills.  

In turn, data could be collected to be used for evaluation of and increased 
public awareness concerning these systems and how they serve the needs of 
landscape maintenance systems, public parks, and community needs. 

 
 
  


