
WINTER  2016-2017 
WHAT’S HAPPENING 

 

WINTER WONDERLAND 

NATURE PROGRAMS!  

 

REGISTRATION BEGINS  

November 14, 2016us 

Sign up to receive THE SNAG and learn about our nature and 
conservation programs at http://parks.arlingtonva.us 

D 
on’t let the cold keep you from 

exploring nature this winter! There’s 

plenty to do and learn in local winter 

woods, meadows and streams. The Long Branch 

and Gulf Branch Nature Centers have a great 

line-up of programs to help you discover nature 

in winter. From flying squirrels (pg. 8) to winter 

night hikes (pg. 5), we’ve got lots of fun nature 

programs for tots to adults. Check them out on 

parks.arlingtonva.us. 

 

Winter brings in a whole new set of birds we 

don’t see at other times of the year. Juncos, 

Winter Wrens, White-throated Sparrows and 

Brown Creepers are just a few of the birds who 
call Arlington parks their winter home. You 

might even find some of these winter residents 

in your own backyard (pg. 3 and 5). 

 

If we get some snow, look for animal tracks (pg. 

6). Raccoons, with their long digits, leave tracks 

that look a bit like human hand prints – except 

with claws at the ends of the fingers. Gray 

squirrel tracks often end at the base of a tree 

where the squirrel begins climbing the trunk. 

Red fox tracks look like those of a small dog, 

except that they tend to run in straight lines, 

reflecting the fox’s business-like behavior. 

 

For a real winter challenge, try identifying trees, 

shrubs and even the died-back remains of 

wildflowers. Without leaves or flowers, you’ll 

need to rely on shape, fruits, seeds, twigs and 

even bark to figure out what plant it is (pg. 3). 

This is serious detective work and requires a 

little practice and patience, but there are winter 

plant guides that can help you. 
 

So pull on your boots, button up your coat, 

tighten your scarf and delve into nature with us 

this winter! The staffs at Long Branch and Gulf 

Branch Nature Centers are always happy to help 

you with your nature identification questions in 

winter…or any other season! 

Get Out Into Nature This Winter!  

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

3608  Military Road 

Arlington, VA 22207 

703-228-3403  

gulfbranchnaturectr@arlingtonva.us 

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

625 S. Carlin Springs Road  

Arlington, VA  22204  

703-228-6535 

longbranchnaturectr@arlingtonva.us  

FORT C.F. SMITH PARK   

2411 N. 24th St.  

Arlington, VA  22207 

703-228-7033 

dfarner@arlingtonva.us 

https://registration.arlingtonva.us
http://parks.arlingtonva.us/
mailto:GulfBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us
mailto:LongBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us
mailto:dfarner@arlingtonva.us
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The Snag is published quarterly by Arlington County’s Department of Parks and 

Recreation Conservation & Interpretation Section. Our mission is to increase 

enjoyment, understanding and stewardship of Arlington's natural and cultural 

resources through outreach and education.   

Sign up to receive THE SNAG and learn about our nature and 

conservation programs at http://parks.arlingtonva.us 

 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO REMOVE  

INVASIVES AND RESTORE HABITAT 
Adults, teens, and families ages 8 and up. Want to increase species diversity right here in Arlington? Work parties are 

held every month and are making a real difference, with the return of ferns and wildflowers, and the animals that de-

pend on them, in areas once covered in destructive invasive plants. Help make it happen! Call nature centers for infor-

mation. No registration is required.  

Second Saturdays 

Gulf Branch Nature Center, 703-228-3403 

Saturday, Dec. 10, 2 - 4pm 

Saturday, Jan. 14, 2 - 4pm 

Saturday, Feb. 11, 2 - 4pm 

Third  Sundays 

Long Branch Nature Center, 703-228-6535 

Sunday, Jan. 15, 2 - 4pm 

Sunday, Feb. 19, 2 - 4pm 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.  

DAY OF SERVICE 

Monday, Jan. 16, 2 - 4pm 

Let's honor Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day by volunteering to  

improve habitat and trails in our 

park. This is one of our most popular 

events of the year! Dress to work 

outside. For information: 703-228-

3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature 

Center. No registration is required. 

Save the Salamanders! 
ARLINGTON’S EARLIEST AMPHIBIANS 

Saturday, Feb. 18, 10 - 11am 

Adults and teens ages 13 and up. Wood frogs, spring peepers and spotted salamanders  

that have spent the winter hibernating will soon begin to move to our ponds. Come learn 

about Arlington's amazing amphibians. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf 

Branch Nature Center. $5. #622847-E 

 

SALAMANDER PATROL TRAINING 

Saturday, Feb. 18, 11 - 11:30am 

Adults and teens ages 13 and up. Every year with the first 'warm' rain, a dangerous 

journey begins for amphibians crossing driveways, parking lots and roads trying to get to 

ponds. Get trained to be added to our 'safety patrol' list, for a one or two hour shift some 

night in late February or early March (we can't predict the evening(s) more precisely). For 

information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. Free. #622847-F 

Volunteer!  

http://parks.arlingtonva.us/
http://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/invasive-plants/invasive-plant-program/
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622847
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622847
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Birding Trips Afield   
 

Come birding with us! Participants should dress for the weather and bring binoculars, a bag lunch, a drink and snacks 

for the day. The trips may include walking over uneven terrain and gentle slopes. For information: 703-228-3403. 

Meet at the Lubber Run Community Center parking lot, 300 N. Park Drive, Arlington.  

NATURE IN WINTER 

Sunday, Jan. 15, 1 - 3:30pm 

Dormancy, super-cooling, underfur, and counter-

current heat exchangers are some of the tricks life 

uses to get through winter. We’ll learn about 

adaptations plants and animals employ to cope with 

the cold. This program will include a lecture and a field 

exploration. Teens ages 14 and up are welcome. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch 

Nature Center. $10. #622947-G 

 

HAWKS IN ARLINGTON 

Saturday, Feb. 11, 9 - 11:30am 

Red-tailed, Red-shouldered, Cooper’s and Sharp-

shinned Hawks all call Arlington home. We'll learn to 

tell these four hawks apart and how they survive in 

urban areas. After our discussion, we’ll go out to look 

for hawks and other birds. Teens ages 12 and up are 

welcome. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at 

Long Branch Nature Center. $10. #622947-J 

 

POLA NEGRI MOVIE AFTERNOON 

Sunday, Feb. 12, 3 - 5pm 

Pola Negri was a famous silent screen siren who took 

Hollywood by storm. Legend has it she lived at Gulf 

Branch when it was a private home. We'll be screening 

her hit 'Barbed Wire', featuring Pola as a farm girl torn 

between love and patriotism during World War One. 

Refreshments and romance will be served. Teens ages 

14 and up are welcome. For more information: 703-

228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $5. 

#622847-D 

 

HANSSEN SPY TALK 

Saturday, Feb. 18, 3 - 4:30pm 

Back by popular demand! The infamous spy and traitor 

Robert Hanssen worked in secrecy all around the 

nation's capital for years before being discovered. 

Some of those clandestine affairs were conducted right 

here in the woods of Long Branch Nature Center. Join 

us on the anniversary of his capture as we unfold the 

dramatic story of this notorious spy and his eventual 

downfall and arrest, including the FBI's nature center 

operations. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at 

Long Branch Nature Center. $7. #622947-K 

BIRDING TRIP TO 

WESTMORELAND COUNTY 

Tuesday, Dec. 6, 8am - 5pm 

Travel to Westmoreland State Park 

and George Washington’s Birthplace 

National Monument. Waterfowl, bald 

eagles and winter songbirds are all 

possible sightings. $45. #622847-A 

BIRDING TRIP TO THE 

DELAWARE SHORE 

Tuesday, Jan. 10, 7am - 5pm 

Join us on an excursion to the 

beaches along the Delaware Bay and 

Atlantic Ocean in search of diving 

ducks, loons and other winter 

specialties. $45. #622847-B 

 

BIRDING TRIP TO POINT 

LOOKOUT STATE PARK 

Tuesday, Feb. 7, 7:30am - 5pm 

Enjoy winter birding at the 

southernmost point in Maryland. 

We'll search for waterfowl in the 

Chesapeake Bay and Potomac River, 

and brown-headed nuthatches in the 

woodlands. $45. #622847-C 

Turtle Care Classes at Long Branch 
BASIC TURTLE CARE  

Saturday, Jan. 28, 10am - 12pm 

Long Branch Nature Center has long been a rehabilitation 

facility for reptiles and amphibians. Join staff to learn the 

basics of how we take care of our rescued turtles. This is 

a great introductory class covering natural history, diet, 

housing, common illnesses and injuries, and how to help 

wild turtles. Teens ages 15 and up are welcome. $10. 

#622947-H 

 

TURTLE FIRST AID 

Saturday, Jan. 28, 1 - 5pm 

The Basic Turtle Care class is a prerequisite. In this 

session participants will learn how to recognize and 

handle a variety of issues with sick and injured turtles. 

This is a great class for those looking to be a turtle 

volunteer, caregiver or apprentice. Teens ages 15 and up 

are welcome. $20. #622947-I 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA BIRD CLUB WALKS 
Join members of the Northern Virginia Bird Club for one or all of these informal walks through Long Branch and 

Glencarlyn Parks in search of resident and migratory birds. Experienced and beginning birders welcome.  

Bring binoculars and field guides if you have them. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at the parking lot at Long 

Branch Nature Center. Free. 

TREE ID WITHOUT LEAVES 
The leaves are all gone but we can still identify trees 

with other clues. We'll learn to ID the trees of 

Arlington by their bark, shape and other factors. Dress 

for the weather. Teens ages 14 and up are welcome. 

For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch 

Nature Center. 

Sunday, Dec. 4, 11 - 12:30pm #622947-A 

Sunday, Jan. 8, 11 - 12:30pm #622947-B 

Sunday, Feb. 5, 11 - 12:30pm #622947-C 

Wednesday, Dec. 7, 9:30 - 11am 

#622947-D 

Wednesday, Jan. 4, 9:30 - 11am 

#622947-E 

Wednesday, Feb. 1, 9:30 - 11am 

#622947-F 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622847
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622847
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622847
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622847
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622947
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Fun for Nature - Loving Families 
Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult. 

Gulf Branch Programs Long Branch Programs                

HOLIDAY NATURE CRAFTS  

Sunday, Dec. 18, 1 - 4pm 

Families ages 5 and up. Drop in anytime to this special holiday craft workshop to 

make natural-themed gifts and decorations. $7. #622957-I 

 

EXCURSIÓN BILINGÜE POR EL PARQUE / BILINGUAL WALK IN THE PARK 

Domingo / Sunday, Feb. 26, 1:30pm - 3pm 

Familias. Bienvenidos a una excursión bilingüe por el parque. Nos encontraremos en 

el Centro de Naturaleza Long Branch. Conoceremos a los animales en el centro y 

caminaremos por el parque para observar y hacer preguntas sobre la naturaleza. 

Regresaremos al centro de naturaleza para tomar chocolate caliente, té, o café. Nos 

reunimos en Long Branch Nature Center. Gratis. 

Families. Welcome to a bilingual walk in the park. We’ll meet at Long Branch Nature 

Center to learn about the animals there and we’ll take a hike out in the park to 

check out and ask questions about nature. We'll return to the nature center to have 

your choice of hot chocolate, coffee or tea. Free. #622957-N 

 

VANISHING VERNAL POOLS 

Sunday, Mar. 5, 2 - 3pm 

Families age 6 and up. For wood frogs, spring peepers and spotted salamanders, 

spring comes early! They lay eggs in pools that dry out by summer, so they need to 

start the next generation before the last frost. We’ll meet these animals up close, 

then look for them and their eggs in our vernal pool. $5. #632957-A 

 

HOW CAN I HELP BABY WILD ANIMALS? 

Saturday, Mar. 25, 2 - 3pm 

Families. Spring is coming and there will be lots of baby animals in the forests, parks 

and even your backyard! Come learn if and when baby wild animals need help in this 

fun, family role-playing presentation. You’ll also meet some of the animals we’ve 

rescued! Free. #632957-B 

 

NOTABLE NATURE 
Families ages 5 and up. Join us for lessons in nature journaling and sketching. We'll 

construct our own nature journals, hone our writing and drawing skills, and talk 

about the season during our hike. Free.  

 

Sunday, Dec. 11, 3 - 4pm #622957-F  

Sunday, Jan. 8, 3 - 4pm #622957-G  

Sunday, Feb. 12, 3 - 4pm #622957-H 

SOLSTICE EVE CAMPFIRE 

Wednesday, Dec. 21, 7 - 8pm 

Celebrate the longest night of the 

year with candle making and S'mores! 

Then we'll take a night hike under the 

half moon. For information: 703-228-

3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature 

Center. $5. #622857-L 

 

 

LEGENDS CAMPFIRE 

Friday, Jan. 6,  6 - 7 pm 

We’ll gather around the fire pit to tell 

stories while making S’mores. We’ll 

have legends, story-building activities 

and maybe some ghost stories. Bring 

and tell your own stories! For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at 

Long Branch Nature Center. $5. 

#622957-K 

KEEPING WARM CAMPFIRE 

Saturday, Feb. 18, 6 - 7pm 

Spend a chilly evening by the warmth 

of our campfire while making S'mores. 

We'll learn how animals have 

adaptations to stay warm and survive 

winter outdoors. For information:  

703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch 

Nature Center. $5. #622857-O 

SUPER SNAKES 

Saturday, Jan. 7, 10 - 11am 

Families ages 5 and up. Ssslither on over to learn about our local snakes, try shedding 

your skin, and meet some live snakes. All participants will get a shed snake skin of their 

own to take home, too! $5. #622857-M 

 

WAKE UP, WOOD FROGS! 

Saturday, Feb. 25, 10 - 11am 

Families ages 5 and up. Get ready to learn all about our earliest amphibians! After the 

first warm rain of spring, you'll hear them "quacking" as we explore and search for 

them around our pond! $5. #622857-P 

Winter Campfires 

Join us at the Gulf Branch Nature Center for a visit 

with Santa in the old log house. Then stop by the 

visitor center to make holiday crafts and watch the  

toy trains run or just enjoy a walk in the winter 

woods. This low-key event is a great way to enjoy 

some holiday cheer. After registering, each family  

will be assigned a specific time slot to visit with 

Santa. There will be one waitlist for all six programs. 

For information: 703-228-3403. $8 per child.  

 

Saturday, Dec. 3 

9am - 12pm #622857-A 

1 - 4pm #622857-B 

 

Sunday, Dec. 4 

9am - 12pm #622857-C 

1 - 4pm #622857-D 

 

Saturday, Dec. 10 

9am - 12pm #622857-E 

1 - 4pm #622857-F 

VISIT WITH SANTA 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622857
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More Family Fun 
Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult. 

 

STORY FEST 
Sunday, Jan. 29, 3 - 4pm 

Families ages 3 and up. The Arlington Spellbinders will unleash the 

power of oral storytelling with favorite tales from around the world. 

Since ancient times, this tradition has passed on wisdom, connected 

elders to youth, and engaged the imagination. For information: 703-

228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. Free. #622957-L 

 
FULL MOON HIKE 

Wed., Dec. 14, 6 - 7pm 

Discover our trails in a 

whole new way! Under the 

glow of a full moon come 

out to hike with us and 

enjoy the winter forest. 

When we get back indoors 

we’ll enjoy hot chocolate! 

For information: 703-228-

3403. Meet at Gulf Branch 

Nature Center. $5. 

#622857-K 

OWLS NIGHT HIKE 

Friday, Jan. 13, 6 - 7pm  

Come hike under the full 

moon to learn about owls. 

We’ll practice hooting, try 

our ‘owl senses’ and do fun 

night activities along the 

way. We’ll finish indoors 

with hot chocolate. For 

information: 703-228-6535. 

Meet at Long Branch 

Nature Center. $5. 

#622957-J 

CELESTIAL STROLL 

Friday, Feb. 10, 7 - 8pm  

Join us for a moonlit walk 

through the forest 

searching for nocturnal 

animals. Come learn how 

the moon moves, its 

phases, and its effect on 

wildlife. We'll also hear 

legends about the moon. 

For information: 703-228-

3403. Meet at Fort C. F. 

Smith Park. $5. #622857-N 

Family Night Hikes 

Birding Arlington! 
Families ages 8 and up. Join our new bird watching series for 

families! We’ll visit different birding spots in Arlington throughout 

the year and build our County bird lists. Birders of all experience 

levels can participate and loaner binoculars are available. For 

information: 703-228-3403. Free. 

WINTER BIRD HIKE TO THE 

POTOMAC 

Saturday, Jan. 14, 8 - 9:30am 

We’ll explore the forests in search of 

winter birds, including Brown Creeper, 

Winter Wren and Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker. Then hike to the Potomac 

River to search for waterfowl. One 

mile round trip over irregular terrain. 

Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. 

#622857-I 

WATERFOWL AT GRAVELLY POINT 

Saturday, Feb. 4, 8 - 9:30am 

Gravelly Point is a great spot for 

viewing winter waterfowl on the 

Potomac. We will bring spotting 

scopes, and stroll around the park 

looking for winter specialties and 

maybe a Peregrine Falcon. Flat terrain. 

Meet at Gravelly Point - George 

Washington Memorial Pkwy, Arlington. 

#622857-J 

 

 Celebrate the Chinese New Year! 
Saturday, Jan. 28, 5:30 - 7pm 

Families. Celebrate the New Year with origami - folding 

paper into art! We’ll make flower and animal origami, 

meet some live animals and then take a short hike with 

our paper popper “firecrackers” to chase away the New 

Year’s beast Nian! For information: 703-228-6535. Meet  

at Long Branch Nature Center. Free. #622957-M 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622957
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For Young Naturalists 
Register children only.  Adults are welcome to attend, but not required to do so. 

Gulf Branch Programs Long Branch Programs 
 

LONG BRANCH ROCKS! (AND FOSSILS) 

Sunday, Dec. 11, 1:30 - 2:30pm 

Ages 6 to 11. Find out where rocks come from and get in sync with the rock cycle! 

We’ll climb uphill to find an ancient riverbed, go down to the creek to see an under 

sea landslide, and hunt for fossils! Be prepared to walk in the creek. $5. #622927-A 

 

MAKE YOUR OWN PLAY DOUGH 

Thursday, Dec. 15, 4 - 5pm 

Ages 6 to 10. We’ll make playdough from flour and try crazy combinations like 

mixing in sand, corn meal and food coloring. We'll also have animals visit us for 

modeling! $5. #622927-B 

 

WILD CATS 

Saturday, Dec. 17, 2 - 3pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Ever wonder why cats act the way they do? It could be their wild 

nature. Come learn about wild felines and the adaptations that make them one of the 

most beautiful and dangerous animals in North America. $5. #622927-C 

FREE PLAY DAY  
Ages 5 to 9. Give kids unstructured time they can call their own. Your 

child will love this chance to explore our woods, make snow forts, 

stoke the campfire, throw rocks in the creek and just be free. Free. 

Tuesday, Dec. 27, 

2 - 3:30pm #622827-A 

Saturday, Jan. 7,  

1 - 2:30pm #622827-B 

Saturday, Feb. 25,  

1 - 2:30pm #622827-C 

FAST FOXES AND CUNNING COYOTES 

Saturday, Jan. 14, 11am - 12pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Who is the noisiest wild canine? The smartest? The biggest in Arlington? 

Coyotes and foxes, of course! Howl in a coyote chorus, feel a real fur and learn what 

happens when foxes and coyotes meet. $5. #622827-E 

 

HOME HUNTING IS FOR THE BIRDS 

Friday, Feb. 3, 10 - 11am 

Ages 6 to 10. The best time to spot bird nests is in the winter when the leaves are 

gone. We’ll examine some nests, learn how birds make and select the best locations 

for their homes, then go on a short hike to see some birds’ nests. $5. #622827-F 
 

FEEDING TIME! 

Wednesday, Feb. 8, 4 - 5pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Find out what's on the menu for our animals and what they would eat in 

the wild. We'll learn about the adaptations that help them find, capture and swallow 

their meals. Then we'll feed our snakes, turtles and frogs. $5. #622827-H 

 

WE LOVE ANIMALS 

Sunday, Feb. 12, 1 - 2pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Happy Valentine's Day! Which animal at the nature centers - or in the 

whole world - do you love the most? Come show your love by making them a 

valentine, and learn ways you can help them in the wild. $5. #622827-G 

 

Keeping Mini-Beasts 
 

Ages 10 to 13. Get ready to (temporarily) own all sorts of mini-beasts and have a  

series of amazing, unique pets. Learn all about different animal's lives while caring for 

them over a month. At each session you'll return last month's critters, learn about 

and receive new ones. Over the year we'll work our way up to more demanding  

critters - graduating with tadpoles in the spring! Fee covers all three sessions listed 

below and includes everything you'll need for the season: a container you'll keep, 

food, bedding, the critters themselves and more. $30. ($20 material fee for first-time 

participants paid on site.) #622827-D  

 

MARVELOUS MILLIPEDES 

Friday, Dec. 2, 4:30 - 5:30pm  

 

LOVELY LEECHES 

Friday, Jan. 6, 4:30 - 5:30pm  

 

BEAUTIFUL BEETLES 

Friday, Feb. 3, 4:30 - 5:30pm  

OWL PELLET DISSECTION 

Saturday, Jan. 14, 1 - 3pm 

Ages 10 to 17. Use your detective skills to dig carefully through owl pellets to find 

the bones of what owls eat. Then we'll reconstruct the skeletons to discover what 

animals were eaten. You will get to take home your findings! $10. #622927-E 

 

WINTER WOODS SCAVENGER HUNT 

Saturday, Jan. 21, 2 - 3pm 

Ages 6 to 12. Come explore our hiking trails to find things we don’t see the rest of 

the year such as frost heaves, winter berries, animal footprints, bird nests hidden in 

the trees and other winter treasures. Free. #622927-F 

 

SCATOLOGY 

Friday, Feb. 3, 3 - 4:30pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Come learn about the traces our animal friends leave behind! Each 

animal has its own unique footprints and scat that are clues for naturalists, field 

biologists and animal investigators. We'll practice identifying scat and make fake scat 

to take home. $5. #622927-G 

 

ANIMAL TRACKS 

Saturday, Feb. 4, 2 - 3pm 

Ages 8 to 12. Winter is a great time to see animal tracks in the snow or mud. We’ll 

make plaster casts of local animals footprints, and while it sets we’ll hike to look for 

real tracks and traces out on our trails. $5. #622927-H 
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TINY TOT NATURE FUN! 

Ages 18 to 35 months. Introduce your child to 

nature. These programs are designed to help 

children and caregivers feel comfortable exploring 

and enjoying our natural world. Caregivers must 

stay with their child. $5.  

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

Saturday, Dec. 17, 10 - 10:45am #622817-M 

Wednesday, Dec. 21, 10 - 10:45am #622817-N 

Thursday, Dec. 22, 10 - 10:45am #622817-O 

 

Friday, Jan. 13, 10 - 10:45am #622817-P 

Saturday, Jan. 14, 10 - 10:45am #622817-Q 

Saturday, Jan. 21, 10 - 10:45am #622817-R 

 

Saturday, Feb. 4, 10 - 10:45am #622817-S 

Saturday, Feb. 11, 10 - 10:45am #622817-T 

Wednesday, Feb. 22, 10 - 10:45am #622817-U 

 

Long Branch Nature Center 

Wednesday, Dec. 14, 10 - 10:45am #622917-P 

Friday, Dec. 16, 10 - 10:45am #622917-Q 

Thursday, Dec. 29, 10 - 10:45am #622917-R 

 

Friday, Jan. 6, 10 - 10:45am #622917-S 

Wednesday, Jan. 11, 10 - 10:45am #622917-T 

Thursday, Jan. 12, 10 - 10:45am #622917-U 

 

Thursday, Feb. 23, 10 - 10:45am #622917-V 

Friday, Feb. 24, 10 - 10:45am #622917-W 

Tuesday, Feb. 28,  10 - 10:45am #622917-X 

Nature Storytime  

Families ages 2 and up. Register children only. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch 

Nature Center. Free.   

 

 

OWL STORYTIME 

Tuesday, Dec. 13, 10:30 - 11am 

Storytime will be a hoot when we sing, color pictures 

and hear stories about owls. #622917-M 

 

POLAR BEAR STORYTIME 

Tuesday, Jan. 10, 10:30 - 11am 

We’ll discover with stories how these huge arctic  

animals survive in the barren, icy north. #622917-N 

 

WINTER STORYTIME 

Tuesday, Feb. 14, 10:30 - 11am 

Come in out of the cold and warm up as we read our 

favorite stories about winter. #622917-O 

For Preschoolers & Tiny Tots  
PRESCHOOL NATURE EXPLORERS 

Ages 3 to 5. Preschoolers can actively explore their natural world with programs that build the 

foundation for a lifetime of wonder, appreciation and discovery. Hands-on interactive learning, crafts, mini 

hikes and nature play provide a fun and engaging experience for your children. Parents can leave the 

classroom but must remain in the building. $5. 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 
 

NATURE DETECTIVES 

Want to be a great detective? Discover the clues left by 

creatures big and small in Gulf Branch Park. We'll use 

magnifying lenses and our detective skills on the hunt! 

Thursday, Dec. 1, 1 - 2pm #622817-A 

Wednesday, Dec. 7, 1 - 2pm #622817-B 

Thursday, Dec. 8, 1 - 2pm #622817-C 

Wednesday, Dec. 14, 1 - 2pm #622817-D 

 

PENGUINS AND POLAR BEARS 

Discover the wonders of the animals living in Earth's polar 

regions - both North and South. We’ll learn how penguins 

and polar bears survive in freezing temperatures year round! 

Wednesday, Jan. 4, 1 - 2pm #622817-E 

Thursday, Jan. 5, 1 - 2pm #622817-F 

Friday, Jan. 13, 1 - 2pm #622817-G 

Tuesday, Jan. 17, 1 - 2pm #622817-H 

 

ANIMAL VALENTINES 

Join the celebration by learning how our hearts are the same or 

different from other creatures. How big is a deer’s heart? How is 

a toad's heart different? We’ll get to the heart of the matter! 

Thursday, Feb. 2, 1 - 2pm #622817-I 

Friday, Feb. 3, 1 - 2pm #622817-J 

Tuesday, Feb. 7, 1 - 2pm #622817-K 

Wednesday, Feb. 8, 1 - 2pm #622817-L 

Long Branch Nature Center 
 

SUPER SNOWFLAKES 

Is it true no two snowflakes are alike? Yes! We’ll make 

paper snowflakes, play winter games and learn how 

animals survive in the cold and under the snow.  

Friday, Dec. 2, 10:30 - 11:30am #622917-A 

Friday, Dec. 2, 4 - 5pm #622917-B 

Friday, Dec. 9, 10:30 - 11:30am #622917-C 

Friday, Dec. 9, 4 - 5pm #622917-D 

 

THE SCIENCE OF STAYING WARM 

Ever wonder why mammals don't freeze and how bird’s  

feet can withstand the cold? Join us as we do hands-on 

activities that show us how animals keep warm in winter. 

Wednesday, Jan. 25, 10:30 - 11:30am #622917-E 

Thursday, Jan. 26, 10:30 - 11:30am #622917-F 

Friday, Jan. 27, 10:30 - 11:30am #622917-G 

Friday, Jan. 27, 4 - 5pm #622917-H 

 

RED AND GRAY FOXES 

Two kinds of foxes live in Arlington; Red and Gray. Through fun 

activities and a nature walk, we’ll learn how they’re different  

from each other and explore the lives of these wild canines.  

Thursday, Feb. 16, 10:30 - 11:30am #622917-I 

Friday, Feb. 17, 10:30 - 11:30am #622917-J 

Friday, Feb. 17, 4 - 5pm #622917-K 

Saturday, Feb. 18, 10 - 11am #622917-L 
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Wednesday, Jan. 11, 4 - 5pm 

Ages 3 to 5. Learn the latest news on your favorite 

dinosaurs and other prehistoric creatures. We’ll do hands 

on activities including examining, building, and digging up 

skeletons and fossils. For information: 703-228-6535.  

Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. $5. #622927-D 

We Dig Dinosaurs! 
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Sunday, Dec. 4, 1 - 4pm 

Adults and children ages 12 and up. Using  

all-natural items we’ll create some delightfully 

decorative crafts you can use to spruce up 

your home or give as special gifts. We’ll 

provide music, refreshments, basic instruction 

and enough materials for each participant to 

make at least two seasonal decorations. 

Participants should bring hand pruners or wire 

cutters (if you have them) and any extra 

materials or special decorations you may wish 

to add. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at 

Long Branch Nature Center. $30. #622946-A 

Holiday Wreath Workshop 

  

Families ages 4 and up. Register children and adults; children 

must be accompanied by a registered adult. Did you know 

that flying squirrels are found throughout the wooded 

neighborhoods of Arlington, although they are seldom seen? 

Join us to learn about these engaging nocturnal acrobats. 

After an indoor presentation, we'll tiptoe outside to see 

these little pixies glide in for an evening meal. These 

creatures are truly one of the natural wonders of Arlington! 

For information 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature 

Center. $5. 

Sunday, Dec. 18, 5 - 6pm #622957-A 

Friday, Dec. 30, 5:30 - 6:30pm#622957-B 

Saturday, Jan. 7, 5:30 - 6:30pm #622957-C 

Friday, Jan. 21, 5:30 - 6:30pm #622957-D 

Saturday, Feb. 11, 6 - 7pm #622957-E 

Flying Squirrel Lore & More  

REGISTRATION OPENS for Arlington residents 

Monday, November 14. Non-resident registration 

opens Tuesday, November 15.  

Registration deadline: Participants must register by 

4pm the day before a program. The day of the 

program, please call the program site if you have not 

yet registered to check availability. 

HOW TO REGISTER: 

Online: If you have a digital SNAG, click on the 

hyperlinked program number and you will 

automatically go to program registration. You can 

also register online by going to https://

registration.arlingtonva.us. You can browse our 

offerings as a ‘Guest’, but you must log in to register 

for a program. If you do not have an account, you 

can create one online or call 703-228-4747 for help. 

Phone: Call the Registration Office at 703-228-4747, 

Monday to Friday, between 8am and 5pm. 

Walk-in: Go to the Registration Office at 3700 S. 

Four Mile Run Drive, Arlington, VA 22206, Monday 

to Friday, between 8am and 5pm. 

FEES 

The listed fee is per participant unless otherwise 

stated. Most program fees are charged at 

registration. Some program fees will be charged at 

the program site (cash or check only, no credit cards 

please). See program write-up for details. 

WE DON’T WANT FEES TO BE A BARRIER 

All Arlington County Parks and Recreation programs 

and services are eligible for fee reduction except for 

personal training, private swim classes for adults, 

adult leagues and facility rentals. Any member in a 

household that has qualified for a fee reduction can 

receive a fee reduction, however, fee reductions 

cannot be used for payments at events. Questions? 

Visit parks.arlingtonva.us and search “fee reduction” 

or call 703-228-4747. 

CANCELLATIONS 

Notify the Registration Office at 703-228-4747 as 

soon as possible so we may contact someone from 

the waiting list. Cancellations on the day of the 

program should be made directly to the program 

site. 

REFUNDS 

Full refunds will be automatically processed within 

30 days when classes are canceled by DPR due to 

weather, insufficient enrollment or other unforeseen 

reasons. Transfers from one program section to 

another may be requested through the Registration 

Office at 703-228-4747, prior to the start of the 

program. No refunds or credits if participants are 

unable to attend a program.    

WEATHER 

Indoor programs are cancelled in conjunction with 

the Arlington County’s Public school closings policy. 

Outdoor programs may be cancelled due to rain or 

other inclement weather - call nature centers for 

more information. 

MODIFICATIONS 

Arlington County can provide upon request 

reasonable modifications for people with disabilities. 

Two weeks advance notice is preferred. Call 703-

228-4740. TTY: 711. 

How to Sign Up! 

WHO LIVES IN THE CHESAPEAKE BAY? 
Families ages 3 and up. Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered 

adult. Join an educator from Under the Sea to learn about the ecology of the Chesapeake, and 

meet and touch live creatures native to the bay. We’ll learn how Arlington connects to the 

Chesapeake Bay and how what we do here affects water quality and wildlife. For information 703-

228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $10.  

 

Saturday, Jan. 28,  

2 - 3pm  #622857-G 

 

Saturday, Jan. 28,  

3:30 - 4:30pm #622857-H 
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