
WINTER  2017-2018 

WHAT’S HAPPENING

 

WINTER FUN AND 

NATURE PROGRAMS!  

REGISTRATION BEGINS  

November 15, 2017us 

T 
he earthen walls of Fort C.F. Smith Park may 

seem like little more than a series of uneven 

hills, but their story is one of service and 

sacrifice to the Union cause in Arlington 

during the Civil War. In May of 1861, the secession of 

Virginia created the need for a line of Union forts to 

protect Washington, DC. Immediately following the 

state’s secession, Union soldiers occupied Alexandria and 

its surrounding countryside, thus creating a stronghold 

that would last for the entirety of the war. Although 

military officials did not consider the early defenses 

perfect, many hoped that they would be enough to 

prevent a Confederate invasion of the capitol. This hope 

was shaken in late August of 1862, when Robert E. Lee’s 

Confederate army won a major victory at the Second 

Battle of Manassas. While Washington was not directly 

threatened, the fear of an attack was strong. Once the 

immediate danger passed, the Union army prepared to 

overhaul the capitol’s defenses. 

 

Fort C.F. Smith was one of the last forts to be added to 

Washington’s defensive line. Completed in early 1863, 

the fort was positioned on the northern flank of the 

Arlington fortifications, near the Potomac River. It was 

named for Major General Charles Ferguson Smith, a 

distinguished army officer who had died the previous 

year. While Fort C.F. Smith was not the largest or most 

heavily defended fort in the line, it filled a crucial gap 

along the river and could support other forts. 

Life at Fort C.F. Smith was dominated by preparation for 

the battles to come. Soldiers and civilians worked on 

improving the fortifications, artillerymen practiced 

loading and firing canons, and signalmen relayed messages 

for hours at a time. In their free time, soldiers often 

fished in the Potomac or collected local berries. 

According to one soldier, the men stationed at Fort C.F. 

Smith “could not have been better pleased had they 

made the selection themselves.”  

 

For some men, Fort C.F. Smith marked the last pleasant 

days of their lives. In 1864, Lieutenant General Ulysses S. 

Grant redeployed the garrison to the front lines in 

Virginia. After a year of bloody warfare, the Union 

soldiers who returned to Fort C.F. Smith had seen 

enough fighting, and were anxious to go home.  

 

At the war’s end, many soldiers’ terms of service ended 

with it. However, the military’s job was far from over. As 

many white soldiers were released from duty, 

detachments from U.S. Colored Troop regiments were 

placed in the remaining forts, including Fort C.F. Smith. 

By the time of its decommission in late 1865, Fort C.F. 

Smith had seen soldiers from all walks of life, whose 

experiences reflected moments of joy, pain and 

dedication to the Union. Their stories will forever be tied 

to the fort walls that stand to this day. A park Visitor 

Center is coming this winter, so look out for updates on 

the grand opening.  

Civil War History of Fort C.F. Smith, by John McNair 

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

3608 Military Road 

Arlington, VA 22207 

703-228-3403 
gulfbranchnaturectr@arlingtonva.us 

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER 

625 S. Carlin Springs Road  

Arlington, VA 22204  

703-228-6535 
longbranchnaturectr@arlingtonva.us  

FORT C.F. SMITH PARK   
2411 N. 24th St.  

Arlington, VA 22207 

703-228-7033 
dfarner@arlingtonva.us  

Sign up to receive THE SNAG and learn about our nature 
and conservation programs at parks.arlingtonva.us 

https://registration.arlingtonva.us
mailto:gulfbranchnaturectr@arlingtonva.us
mailto:longbranchnaturectr@arlingtonva.us
mailto:dfarner@arlingtonva.us
http://parks.arlingtonva.us/
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R. I. P. - REMOVE INVASIVE PLANTS! 
Adults, teens, and families ages 8 and up. Want to restore habitat and increase species diversity 

right here in Arlington? Work parties are held every month. We are making a real difference, with 

the return of ferns and wildflowers, and the animals that depend on them, in areas once covered in 

destructive invasive plants. Help make it happen! Call nature centers for information.  

No registration is required.  

Second Saturdays 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

Saturday, Dec. 9, 2 - 4pm 

Saturday, Jan. 13, 2 - 4pm 

Saturday, Feb. 10, 2 - 4pm 

Third Sundays 

Long Branch Nature Center 

Sunday, Dec. 17, 2 - 4pm 

Sunday, Jan. 21, 2 - 4pm 

Sunday, Feb. 18, 2 - 4pm 

SALAMANDER PATROL TRAINING 

Thursday, Feb. 8, 6 - 7pm 

Adults. Every year with the first 'warm' rain, a dangerous 

journey begins for amphibians crossing driveways, parking 

lots and roads trying to get to ponds. Get trained to be 

added to our 'safety patrol' list, for one or two hour shifts 

some night in late February or early March (we can't 

predict the evening(s) more precisely). Teens ages 13 and 

up are welcomed, but must be accompanied by a 

registered adult. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at 

Long Branch Nature Center. Free. #622948-C 

DEEP DIVE 
Adults. Take a Deep Dive into natural history that 

scratches more than just the surface. For information: 

703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $5.  
 

HIBERNATION  

Thursday, Dec. 14, 8 - 9pm 

What does hibernation really mean? Which animals actually undergo 

hibernation? Explore the means by which many of our local animals 

survive the lean, mean months of winter. #622848-A 

 

MOON LORE 

Thursday, Jan. 11, 8 - 9pm 

Human history and language is peppered with words and references 

to the moon, both positive and negative. Explore moon lore and its 

role in our culture from ancient times to the present. You'll never 

look at the moon the same way again. #622848-B 

 

FINDING LOVE 

Thursday, Feb. 8, 8 - 9pm 

What better time than February to explore the strange and unusual 

mating rituals and reproductive behaviors of our local wildlife. What 

are the physiological costs of these displays? How do these behaviors 

benefit the offspring? Do other species benefit? #622848-C GARDENING FOR BUTTERFLIES 

AND OTHER POLLINATORS 

Thursday, Feb. 22, 7:30 - 9pm, (Snow date: Thursday, March 1) 

Presented by the Washington Area Butterfly Club 

Adults. Come learn about gardening for butterflies and other pollinators from guest 

speaker Sylvia Schmeichel, the Lead Horticulturalist for the National Museum of 

Natural History, and former River Farm Manager and Horticulturist at the 

headquarters of the American Horticultural Society. For information: 703-560-8556. 

Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. No registration required. 

environment.arlingtonva.us/trees 

http://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/invasive-plants/invasive-plant-program/
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622948
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622848
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622848
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622848
https://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/
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Birding Trips Afield  
 

Come birding with us! Participants should dress for the weather and bring 

binoculars, a bag lunch, a drink and snacks for the day. The trips may include walking 

over uneven terrain and gentle slopes. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet our vans 

at the Lubber Run Community Center, 300 N. Park Drive, Arlington. 

FIRE BUILDING FOR WOMEN 

Sunday, Dec. 3, 11:30am - 1:30pm 

Get comfortable with campfires! We'll safely start, 

feed, stoke and put out fires at this program for 

women only. Whether you are a single mom whose 

kids want to go camping, or a brownie troop leader 

whose girls want s'mores, this program will give you 

the practice you need to create a crackling, cozy fire 

without stress. Dress for the weather and bring a bag 

lunch - we'll provide the hot chocolate! Teens age 14 

and up are welcomed, but must be accompanied by a 

registered adult. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet 

at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $8. #622848-D 

 

FULL MOON HIKE 

Monday, Jan. 29, 7 - 8pm 

Discover our trails in a whole new way! Under the 

glow of a full moon come out to hike with us and 

enjoy the winter forest. When we get back indoors 

we’ll enjoy hot chocolate! Teens ages 14 and up are 

welcomed, but must be accompanied by a registered 

adult. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf 

Branch Nature Center. $5. #622848-G 

 

POLA NEGRI MOVIE AFTERNOON 

Saturday, Feb. 17, 1 - 3pm 

Pola Negri was a famous silent screen siren who took 

Hollywood by storm. Legend has it she lived at Gulf 

Branch when it was a private home. We'll be screening 

her hit Woman of the World, featuring Pola as a 

European Countess who scandalizes small town 

America. Refreshments will be served. Teens ages 14 

and up are welcomed, but must be accompanied by a 

registered adult. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet 

at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $5. #622848-I 

 

HANSSEN SPY TALK 

Sunday, Feb. 18, 2:30 - 4pm 

Back by popular demand! The infamous spy and traitor 

Robert Hanssen worked in secrecy all around the 

nation's capital for years before being discovered. 

Some of those clandestine affairs were conducted right 

here in the woods of Long Branch Nature Center. Join 

us on the anniversary of his capture as we unfold the 

dramatic story of this notorious spy and his eventual 

downfall and arrest, including the FBI's nature center 

operations. Teens ages 16 and up are welcomed, but 

must be accompanied by a registered adult. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch 

Nature Center. $7. #622948-D 

 

CIVIL WAR FORTS VAN TOUR 

Saturday, Feb. 24, 12 - 3pm 

Union forts in North Arlington were built to protect 

Washington and the bridges across the Potomac 

River. We’ll begin at Fort C.F. Smith and travel by van 

to Forts Bennett, Marcy and Ethan Allen. Learn about 

the men and equipment at the forts, and the reasons 

behind each fort’s location. Teens ages 12 and up are 

welcomed, but must be accompanied by a registered 

adult. For information: 703-228-7033. Meet at Fort  

C.F. Smith Park, 2411 N 24th St., Arl. $15. #622748-A 

WESTMORELAND COUNTY  

Tuesday, Dec. 5, 8am - 5pm 

Travel to Westmoreland State Park and George 

Washington’s Birthplace National Monument where 

waterfowl, bald eagles and winter songbirds are all 

possible sightings. $48. #622848-E 

 

DELAWARE SHORE 

Tuesday, Jan. 9, 7am - 5pm 

Bird the beaches of the Delaware Bay and Atlantic 

Ocean in search of diving ducks, loons and other 

winter specialties. $48. #622848-F 

 

 

BLACK HILL REGIONAL PARK  

Tuesday, Jan. 23, 10am - 3:30pm 

Black Hill's Little Seneca Lake draws a diversity of 

waterfowl to this northern Montgomery County 

park. We will walk at least one mile on occasionally 

steep and muddy trails. For information:  

703-228-6535. $38. #622948-B 

 

WINTER RAPTORS BIRDING TRIP 

Tuesday, Feb. 13, 12 - 7pm 

Search for Short-eared Owls and other winter 

raptors in the fields and parks of Fauquier and 

Loudon Counties. Destinations may include Sky 

Meadows State Park, Harrison Road and Lucketts, 

VA. $38. #622848-H 

BIRD WALKS 
Join members of the Northern Virginia Bird Club for one 

or all of these informal walks through Long Branch and 

Glencarlyn Parks in search of resident and migratory 

birds. Experienced and beginning birders welcome. Bring 

binoculars and field guides if you have them. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at the parking lot at 

Long Branch Nature Center. Registration required in 

case of cancellations. Free. 

Wednesday, Dec. 6,  

8:30 - 11am #622948-E 

Wednesday, Jan. 3,  

8:30 - 11am #622948-F 

Wednesday, Feb. 7,  

8:30 - 11am #622948-G 

https://parks.arlingtonva.us/locations/lubber-run-community-center/
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622848
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622848
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622848
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622948
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622748
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622848
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622848
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622948
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622848
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622948
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622948
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622948
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Gulf Branch Programs 

 

Long Branch Programs                

WINTER BIRD WALK 

Saturday, Dec. 30, 10 - 11:30am 

Families ages 6 and up. What birds are around in the winter? Some are familiar, year-

round friends but others are winter-only visitors such as Winter Wrens and Brown 

Creepers. Beginners welcome and loaner binoculars are available. Free. #622958-J 

 

WOODPECKERS IN OUR WOODS 

Saturday, Jan. 20, 2 - 3:30pm 

Families ages 6 and up. Arlington hosts six kinds of woodpeckers in the winter -- let’s 

see how many we can find! We'll also keep our eyes out for nest cavities, sap wells 

and other signs of woodpeckers at work. $7. #622958-L 

 

WINTER SURVIVAL 

Saturday, Jan. 27, 1:30 - 3pm 

Families age 6 and up. Can you survive living in the forest in the dead of winter? The 

Native Americans of this land did for thousands of years. We’ll scout for campsites, 

practice animal stalking and spear throwing, and even start a real fire. $7. #622958-M 

SECRETS OF SQUIRRELS 

Saturday, Feb. 10, 2 - 3:30pm 

Families ages 5 and up. Learn about these rodents who are busy in the fall hiding 

nuts. How do they find them later? Where do they raise their babies? Why are some 

grey squirrels black? We'll learn the answers in our classroom and on a fun nature 

hike. Free. #622958-P 

 

MEET OUR ANIMALS! 

Saturday, Feb. 24, 1:30 - 3pm 

Families ages 3 and up. What is the difference between a mammal, reptile and 

amphibian? Come find out as we meet our resident animals up close. We have 

turtles, frogs, snakes, birds and even a chipmunk! Free. #622958-R 

 

VANISHING VERNAL POOLS 

Sunday, Feb. 25, 2 - 3pm 

Families age 6 and up. For wood frogs, spring peepers and spotted salamanders, 

spring comes early! They lay eggs in pools that dry out by summer, so they need to 

start the next generation before the last frost. We’ll meet these animals up close, 

then look for them and their eggs in our vernal pool. $5. #622958-S 

Winter Campfires 

Fun for Nature-Loving Families 
Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult. 

Join us at Gulf Branch Nature Center for a visit with 

Santa in the old log house. Stop by the nature center 

to make holiday crafts and watch the toy trains run, 

or just enjoy a walk in the winter woods. This low-

key event is a great way to enjoy some holiday 

cheer. After registering, each family will be assigned 

a specific time slot to visit with Santa. There will be 

one waitlist for all six programs. $9 per child.  

 

Saturday, Dec. 9 

9am - 12pm #622858-A 

1 - 4pm #622858-B 

 

Sunday, Dec. 10 

9am - 12pm #622858-C 

1 - 4pm #622858-D 

 

Saturday, Dec. 16  

9am - 12pm #622858-E 

1 - 4pm #622858-F 

VISIT WITH SANTA 

  GULF BRANCH  LONG BRANCH 
SOLSTICE EVE HIKE & 

CAMPFIRE 

Thursday, Dec. 21, 7 - 8pm 

Celebrate the longest night of 

the year with candle making 

and roasting marshmallows 

for s'mores! Then we'll take a 

night hike under the crescent 

moon. $5. #622858-G 

GROUNDHOG DAY 

CAMPFIRE  

Friday, Feb. 2, 6 - 7pm 

Warm yourself by our fire 

and enjoy stories about this 

legendary prognosticator with 

his own honorary day! And of 

course, we’ll have s’mores! 

$5. #622858-J 

NEW YEAR'S EVE 

STROLL & CAMPFIRE 

Sunday, Dec. 31, 6 - 7:30pm 

We'll explore the park as the 

full moon rises, then ring out 

the old and bring in the new 

by tossing your resolutions 

into a wishing campfire. Bring 

a flashlight. $7. #622958-K 

WINTER TALES 

CAMPFIRE 

Saturday, Jan. 27, 6 - 7pm 

Have you ever been to a 

winter campfire? Come hear 

some chilly tales about the 

season while enjoying hot 

chocolate and s’mores.  

$5. #622958-N 

SUPER SNAKES 

Sunday, Jan. 14, 1 - 2pm 

Families ages 5 and up. Ssslither on over to learn about our local snakes, try shedding 

your skin, and meet some live snakes. Each child will get a shed snake skin of their 

own to take home, too! $5. #622858-H 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622858
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622858
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622858
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622858
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622858
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622858
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622858
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622858
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622858
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More History & Nature Programs  
Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult. 

CIVIL WAR DISCOVERIES 
Ages 7 to 11. Enlist in our Civil War Army! $5.  
For information: 703-228-7033. Meet at Fort C.F. Smith Park. 

 

CIVIL WAR ARTILLERY 

Sunday, Jan. 21, 1 - 2pm 

Learn to work as a team to load and aim a 

replica Civil War cannon. We’ll talk about 

the types of artillery used in the Civil War 

and “bombard” a replica fortification. 

#622728-A 

 

YOU'RE IN THE ARMY NOW! 

Sunday, Jan. 21, 2:30 - 3:30pm 

Using replica wood rifles we’ll learn to 

“Load in Nine Times,” and how to march 

and fire as a well-drilled unit. #622728-B 

WINTER SOLDIERING   

Saturday, Feb. 10, 1 - 2pm 

Winter was a tough time for Civil War 

soldiers. We'll do some winter marching, 

make hardtack bread and set up camp. 

#622728-C  

 

SKIRMISH DRILLS   

Saturday, Feb. 10, 2:30 - 3:30pm 

Skirmishers played a special role in Civil 

War armies. Learn their functions and 

practice their drills. #622728-D 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

STORY FEST 
Sunday, Jan. 28, 3 - 4pm 

Families ages 4 and up. The Arlington Spellbinders will unleash the power 

of oral storytelling with favorite tales from around the world. Since 

ancient times, this tradition has passed on wisdom, connected elders to 

youth, and engaged the imagination. For information: 703-228-6535.  

Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. Free. #622958-O 

NOTABLE NATURE 

Families ages 5 and up. Join us for lessons in nature journaling 

and sketching. We'll construct our own nature journals, hone 

our writing and drawing skills, and talk about the season while 

hiking. Includes an optional 15 minutes of practice time following 

the one hour program. Free.  

 

Sunday, Dec. 10, 3 - 4:15pm #622958-G 

 

Sunday, Jan. 7, 3 - 4:15pm #622958-H 

 

Sunday, Feb. 11, 3 - 4:15pm #622958-I 

DEFENDING CHAIN BRIDGE HIKE 

Saturday, Jan. 27, 10am - 1pm 

Families ages 10 and up. Explore the 

remnants of Forts Marcy and Ethan 

Allen, built by the Union Army to 

defend Chain Bridge. Learn about the 

design of the forts and the men who 

were stationed at them. This trip 

covers a three-mile loop hike over 

occasionally rocky and steep terrain. 

$10. #622758-B 

FORT ETHAN ALLEN PARK 

WALKING TOUR 

Saturday, Jan. 27, 2 - 2:45pm 

Families ages 7 and up. Fort Ethan 

Allen was built by the Union Army in 

September 1861 to command the 

approach to Chain Bridge, and has 

the most extensive remaining 

features of any Civil War fort in 

Arlington. We'll explore the 

earthworks and discuss how and why 

the fort was built. Free. #622758-C 

Fort Ethan Allen Park Programs 
3829 N. Stafford Street, Arlington, 703-228-7033 

Fort C.F. Smith Park Programs 
2411 N 24th Street, Arlington 

FORT C.F. SMITH WALKING TOUR 

Saturday, Dec. 9, 12 - 1pm 

Families ages 10 and up. Fort C.F. 

Smith was one of the last Union forts 

built to protect Washington during 

the Civil War. We'll learn about the 

park’s history, role of the Fort and the 

soldiers stationed there in the Civil 

War. Terrain will be uneven and 

possibly muddy. Free. #622758-A  

BLUE MOON NIGHT HIKE 

Wednesday, Jan. 31, 7 - 8pm 

Families ages 6 and up. Bring the 

whole family out for this Blue Moon 

Hike. We'll look for nocturnal animals 

by the light of the Blue Moon, learn 

some moon lore and finish with a 

warm cup of hot chocolate. $5. 

#622858-I 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622728
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622728
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622728
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622728
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622958
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622758
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622758
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622758
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622858
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For Young Naturalists 
Register children only.  Adults are welcome to attend, but not required to do so. 

Gulf Branch Programs Long Branch Programs 

SURVIVAL SKILLS: FIRE BUILDING 

Friday, Dec. 1, 4 - 5:15pm 

Ages 8 to 12. Learn hands-on traditional survival skills! Start a fire and keep it alive! 

We'll cover everything from where to place a fire pit, how to find tinder and a 

sparking rock, and use a bow drill. Kids will get to take fire starters home. $7. 

#622928-A 

 

BIRDS OF A FEATHER 

Saturday, Dec. 9, 2 - 3pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Do birds of a feather really flock together? Why do they flock in the 

first place? We'll find out the answers to these and other questions while we look for 

birds and do a little flocking of our own. $5. #622928-B 

 

ANIMAL TRACKS 

Saturday, Dec. 30, 2 - 3:30pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Winter is a great time to see animal tracks in the snow or mud, but 

would you like to take your own tracks home? We’ll make plaster animal feet and 

while it sets we’ll hike through the winter forest to look for tracks. $7. #622928-C 

 

ELECTRIC EXPERIMENTS 

Saturday, Jan. 6, 2 - 3pm 

Ages 8 to 12. Become your own mad scientist with electrifying experiments using 

household items. We’ll make a potato light an LED bulb, do static tests with different 

materials and more “hair-raising” electric and battery experiments. $5. #622928-D 

 

PAPERMAKING WORKSHOP 

Saturday, Jan. 13, 3:30 - 4:30pm 

Ages 6 to 12. The age-old process of paper making is a fun project. Learn how to 

make paper with interesting textures, colors, and designs for all types of uses. Join us 

for an eco-friendly and interactive way to learn the four R's - reduce, reuse, recycle 

and rethink! Free. #622928-E 

 

SCATOLOGY 

Saturday, Feb. 3, 3 - 4:30pm 

Ages 6 to 11. Come learn about the traces our animal friends leave behind! Each 

animal has its own unique footprints and scat that are clues for naturalists, field 

biologists and animal investigators. We'll practice identifying scat and make fake scat 

to take home. $7. #622928-F 

 

READING THE WOODS 

Saturday, Feb. 10, 10:30 - 11:30am 

Ages 8 to 12. How can we tell what animals live in our woods, even if we can’t see 

them? Did the woods always look the way do now or have they changed over time? 

We’ll learn to read the woods to answer these and other questions as we walk on -- 

and off -- the trails around Long Branch. $5. #622928-G 

PLANTING PINES 

Sunday, Dec. 3, 3 - 4pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Get ready for winter as we learn to ID our native evergreens, make a 

wreath or table decoration, and taste wintergreen right from the plant! We'll also 

plant some native pine seedlings here in the park -- or you can take them home for 

your own yard! $7. #622828-A 

 

SNEAK A PEEK 

Friday, Jan. 5, 4 - 5pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Are you curious about what's behind the scenes? So are scientists! 

We'll try out some ways naturalists spy into the secrets of the natural world -- from 

spotting scopes to observation hives. And we'll explore some of the center's secret 

spaces too. $5. #622828-B 
 

FEEDING TIME! 

Wednesday, Jan. 10, 4 - 5pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Find out what's on the menu for our animals and what they would eat 

in the wild. We'll learn about the adaptations that help them find, capture and 

swallow their meals. Then we'll feed our snakes, turtles and frogs. $5. #622828-C 

UNDER THE ICE 

Saturday, Jan. 20, 10 - 11am 

Ages 8 to 12. Suspended animation! Voracious predators! The oxygen supply is 

dropping fast! No, its not the latest alien movie; it's winter in the pond. Learn what's 

lurking in that cold, dark water. Then we'll go outside and see what we can haul up 

from the depths. $5. #622828-D 

 

WE LOVE ANIMALS! 

Wednesday, Feb. 14, 4 - 5pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Happy Valentine's Day! Which animal at the nature centers -- or in the 

whole world -- do you love the most? Come show your love by making them a 

valentine, and learn ways you can help them in the wild. $5. #622828-G 
 

WINTER BABIES 

Saturday, Feb. 17, 10 - 11am 

Ages 6 to 10. Discover why some animals lay eggs or have babies in the cold of 

winter. Whooo are they? Bear with us and find out as we celebrate winter birthdays.  

$5. #622828-H 

SEASHELL WORKSHOP 

Mollusks Project 1 

Sun., Feb. 11, 2 - 3pm #622828-E 

Mollusks Project 2 

Sun., Feb. 11, 3:30 - 4:30pm #622828-F 

Ages 8 to 12. Learn about mollusk seashells (such as sea snails and 

clams) that can be found from Delmarva to Florida. We'll conduct  

fun projects and be ready to study these animals when the warmer 

weather arrives at the beach! Attend one or both unique sessions. $5. 
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TINY TOT NATURE FUN! 

Ages 18 to 35 months. Introduce your child 

to nature. These programs are designed to 

help children and caregivers feel comfortable 

exploring and enjoying our natural world. 

Caregivers must stay with their child. $5.  

 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

Saturday, Dec. 2, 10 - 10:45am #622818-M 

Wednesday, Dec. 13, 10 - 10:45am #622818-N 

Thursday, Dec. 28, 10 - 10:45am #622818-O 

 

Saturday, Jan. 6, 10 - 10:45am #622818-P 

Wednesday, Jan. 10, 10 - 10:45am #622818-Q 

Saturday, Jan. 13, 10 - 10:45am #622818-R 

 

Saturday, Feb. 3, 10 - 10:45am #622818-S 

Wednesday, Feb. 7, 10 - 10:45am #622818-T 

Saturday, Feb. 10, 10 - 10:45am #622818-U 

 

 

Long Branch Nature Center 

Friday, Dec. 15, 10 - 10:45am #622918-M 

Tuesday, Dec. 19, 10 - 10:45am #622918-N 

Thursday, Dec. 21, 10 - 10:45am #622918-O 

 

Tuesday, Jan. 16, 10 - 10:45am #622918-P 

Friday, Jan. 19, 10 - 10:45am #622918-Q 

Wednesday, Jan. 24, 10 - 10:45am #622918-R 

 

Tuesday, Feb. 20, 10 - 10:45am #622918-S 

Wednesday, Feb. 21,10 - 10:45am #622918-T 

Thursday, Feb. 22, 10 - 10:45am #622918-U 

NATURE STORYTIME 
Families ages 2 and up. Register child 

only, but caretakers must attend. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at 

Long Branch Nature Center. Free.   

 

WINTER STORYTIME 

Wednesday, Dec. 6, 10:30 - 11am 

We'll read stories about this magical season, and 

take a walk to look for signs of winter. #622918-V 

 

BEARS STORYTIME 

Thursday, Jan. 25, 10:30 - 11am 

Join us for stories about these big and furry forest 

animals that sleep through the winter. #622918-W 

 

MAKE-YOUR-OWN STORYTIME 

Tuesday, Feb. 13, 10:30 - 11am 

Kids will get a blank book to create their own 

stories they can share with the class. #622918-X 

For Preschoolers & Tiny Tots  
PRESCHOOL NATURE EXPLORERS 

Ages 3 to 5. Preschoolers can actively explore their natural world with programs that build the 

foundation for a lifetime of wonder, appreciation and discovery. Hands-on interactive learning, 

crafts, mini hikes and nature play provide a fun and engaging experience for your children. 

Caregivers can leave the classroom but must remain in the building. $5. 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 
 

ANIMAL NOSES 

What do elephants do with their magnificent trunks? Ever 

wonder if snakes have noses? Can insects smell the 

flowers on which they feed? Follow your nose to find out! 

Wednesday, Dec. 6, 1 - 2pm #622818-A 

Wednesday, Dec. 13, 1 - 2pm #622818-B 

Tuesday, Dec. 19, 1 - 2pm #622818-C 

Thursday, Dec. 21, 1 - 2pm #622818-D 

 

CREATURES’ CONTINENTS 

Let’s explore Planet Earth’s seven continents and their native 

creatures. Join our virtual expedition around the world to 

learn about unique animals living on specific lands. 

Thursday, Jan. 4, 1 - 2pm #622818-E 

Friday, Jan. 5, 1 - 2pm #622818-F 

Wednesday, Jan. 10, 1 - 2pm #622818-G 

Thursday, Jan. 11, 1 - 2pm #622818-H 

 

ROCK HOUNDS 

Wonder where rocks come from? Share in our discovery of 

rocks and minerals as we explore many uses of rocks and 

minerals in our everyday life -- from toothpaste to jewelry.  

Thursday, Feb. 1, 1 - 2pm #622818-I 

Friday, Feb. 2, 1 - 2pm #622818-J 

Wednesday, Feb. 7, 1 - 2pm #622818-K 

Thursday, Feb. 8, 1 - 2pm #622818-L  

Long Branch Nature Center 
 

HIBERNATING ANIMALS 

Feeling sleepy this winter? Join us to learn how some 

animals cope with the harshness of winter by taking an 

extra-long nap! We’ll also visit the animals ‘bedrooms.’ 

Tuesday, Dec. 5, 10:30 - 11:30am #622918-A 

Friday, Dec. 8, 10:30 - 11:30am #622918-B 

Tuesday, Dec. 12, 10:30 - 11:30am #622918-C 

Wednesday, Dec. 20, 10:30 - 11:30am #622918-D 

 

ICE EXPLORATION  

Brrrr... It's cold out there! Let's investigate ice crystals and do 

some “cool” activities with them. Be sure to bundle up for a 

short winter walk. If there’s snow on the ground bring a sled! 

Wednesday, Jan. 17, 10:30 - 11:30am #622918-E 

Wednesday, Jan. 17, 4 - 5pm #622918-F 

Saturday, Jan. 20, 10:45 - 11:45am #622918-G 

Tuesday, Jan. 23, 10:30 - 11:30am #622918-H 

 

TRACKS AND TRACES 

Calling all trackers! Learn how to identify animal tracks and where 

to find them. We'll take a hike and be on the lookout for local 

animal footprints and traces like fur, burrows and even bones!   

Friday, Feb. 16, 10:30 - 11:30am #622918-I 

Tuesday, Feb. 20, 4 - 5pm #622918-J 

Wednesday, Feb. 21, 4 - 5pm #622918-K 

Saturday, Feb. 24, 10:45 - 11:45am #622918-L 
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 ANIMAL COSTUME 

THEATER 

Saturday, Feb. 17, 2 - 3pm 

Ages 3 to 6. Register child only, 

but caretakers must attend. Be 

the star of your show while 

wearing animal costumes! We 

can act out fun and magical 

stories while disguised as our 

favorite creatures. For 

information: 703-228-6535. 

Meet at Long Branch Nature 

Center. Free. #622918-Y  
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Holiday Wreath Workshop 
Sunday, Dec. 2, 1 - 4pm 
Adults. Using all-natural items we’ll create some 

delightfully decorative crafts you can use to 

spruce up your home or give as special gifts. 

We’ll provide music, refreshments, basic 

instruction and enough materials for each 

participant to make at least two seasonal 

decorations. Participants should bring hand 

pruners or wire cutters (if you have them) and 

any extra materials or special decorations you 

may wish to add. Teens ages 12 and up are 

welcomed, but must be accompanied by a 

registered adult. For information: 703-228-6535. 

Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. $30. 

#622948-A 

  

Families ages 4 and up. Register children and adults; 

children must be accompanied by a registered adult. Did 

you know that flying squirrels are found throughout the 

wooded neighborhoods of Arlington, although they are 

seldom seen? Join us to learn about these engaging 

nocturnal acrobats. After an indoor presentation, we'll 

tiptoe outside to see these little pixies glide in for an 

evening meal. These creatures are truly one of the 

natural wonders of Arlington! For information:  

703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. $5. 

Sunday, Dec. 17, 5 - 6pm #622958-A 

Thursday, Dec. 28, 5 - 6pm #622958-B 

Saturday, Jan. 13, 5:30 - 6:30pm #622958-C 

Saturday, Jan. 20, 5:30 - 6:30pm #622958-D 

Saturday, Feb. 3, 6 - 7pm #622958-E 

Sunday, Feb. 18, 6 - 7pm #622958-F 

Flying Squirrel Lore & More  

How to Sign Up! 
REGISTRATION OPENS for Arlington residents 

Wednesday, November 15th. Non-resident 

registration opens Thursday, November 16th.  

Registration deadline: Participants must register by 

4pm the day before a program. The day of the 

program, please call the program site if you have not 

yet registered to check availability. 

 

HOW TO REGISTER: 

Online: If you have a digital SNAG, click on the 

hyperlinked program number and you will 

automatically go to program registration. You can 

also register online by going to 

registration.arlingtonva.us. You can browse our 

offerings as a ‘Guest’, but you must log in to register 

for a program. If you do not have an account, you 

can create one online or call  

703-228-4747 for help. 

By Phone: Please call the Registration Office at  

703-228-4747, Monday to Friday, between 8am and 

5pm. 

In Person: Visit the Registration Office at 3700 S. 

Four Mile Run Drive, Arlington, VA 22206, Monday 

to Friday, between 8am and 5pm. 

FEES 

The listed fee is per participant unless otherwise 

stated. Most program fees are charged at 

registration. Some program fees will be charged at 

the program site (cash or check only, no credit cards 

please.) See program write-up for details. 

WE DON’T WANT FEES TO BE A BARRIER 

All Arlington County Parks and Recreation programs 

and services are eligible for fee reduction except for 

personal training, private swim classes for adults, 

adult leagues and facility rentals. Any member in a 

household that has qualified for a fee reduction can 

receive a fee reduction for classes and programs 

with advance registration and payment. We cannot 

give fee reductions for onsite payments, such as at 

special events. Questions? Visit parks.arlingtonva.us 

and search “fee reduction” or call 703-228-4747. 

CANCELLATIONS 

Notify us at 703-228-4747 or email us as soon as 

possible so we may contact someone from the 

waiting list. Cancellations on the day of the program 

should be made directly with the program site. 

REFUNDS 

Full refunds will be automatically processed within 30 

days when classes are canceled by Parks and 

Recreation due to weather, insufficient enrollment 

or other unforeseen reasons. Transfers from one 

program section to another may be requested 

through the Registration Office at 703-228-4747, 

prior to the start of the program. No refunds or 

credits if participants are unable to attend a program.    

WEATHER 

Indoor programs are cancelled in conjunction with 

the Arlington County’s school closings policy. 

Outdoor programs may be cancelled due to rain or 

other inclement weather. Call nature centers for 

more information. 

MODIFICATIONS 

We can provide reasonable modifications for people 

with disabilities upon request. Advanced notice is 

welcomed. Please call: 703-228-4740. TTY 711.  

 

Celebrate the Chinese New Year! 
Friday, Feb. 16, 6 - 7:30pm 

Families. Register children and adults; 

children must be accompanied by a 

registered adult. Celebrate the New 

Year with us at Long Branch! We’ll meet 

some live animals, make New Years and 

dragon crafts, then take a short hike 

with our paper popper “firecrackers” to 

chase away the New Year’s beast Nian! 

For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at 

Long Branch Nature Center. $7. #622958-Q 
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