
SUMMER 2016 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

 

 

Our mission: We increase enjoy-

ment, understanding and stewardship of 

Arlington's natural and cultural resources 

through outreach and education.  

ENRICHMENT AND 

SUMMER FUN!     

REGISTRATION BEGINS  

MAY 16, 2016us 

B 
ees, poison ivy, snakes, getting lost, 

strangers… the list goes on for why people 

fear and avoid nature or any green space and 

park. People believe it’s safer to either stay at home 

or turn to manufactured outlets for recreation. But at 

what cost?  

 Each generation of children and adults are 

further removed from and more fearful of nature 

than the last. For so many people, going outside and 

playing in true nature, not the sidewalks or even back 

yards, is either completely removed from their child-

hood or has been reduced to a novelty, like going to 

an amusement park. Trekking through the woods, 

catching insects, playing in mud, building forts, coming 

home scraped, dirty and happy has become an anach-

ronism, an artifact of the past.  

 Abundant research has demonstrated the 

benefits of nature exposure for both children and 

adults: reduced stress and anxiety, greater cognitive 

and learning skills, increased physical and mental 

health. Many people justify excising this source of 

spiritual nutrition over “safety” concerns. That’s like 

refusing to eating fruits or vegetable for the risk of 

cracking a tooth on a seed. Yet, we know how to 

avoid the risk as to get the benefits in regards to our 

veggies, why should nature immersion be any differ-

ent? 

 While there are inherent dangers anywhere 

in our world, we know to avoid and be preemptive 

toward risks. As for kids playing in the forest, let 

them, just do so with the proper precautions for 

both parents and children. Go with the kids to the 

natural spaces to see for yourself how clean and safe 

leaves, sticks, rocks, and soil are compared to plastic 

tunnels and ball pits. Define a large perimeter to be 

their play area so they don’t wander too far and can 

be easily found. Learn about the most common haz-

ards like yellow jackets, poison ivy, etc., by looking 

them up online, in guidebooks, or with a Naturalist at 

your local nature center. Children can and do absorb 

this information, they have a much greater learning 

capacity than many adults realize. I have seen small 

children proficiently use an iPhone or name over 700 

toy monsters, so they can learn poison ivy is 3 leaves 

on a red stem, to avoid wasp nests and that most 

snakes are small and harmless.  

 The inhibition so many people feel comes 

from fear of the unknown, but if the effort is made to 

become better acquainted with the natural world, the 

benefits and enjoyment will far outweigh the few 

small dangers. With dozens of parks and nature cen-

ters throughout most communities there are many 

resources available such as loaner guidebooks, 

marked trails and signage, and guided programs lead 

by experienced naturalists. The Arlington Depart-

ment of Parks and Recreation has scores of children, 

family and adult nature programs, many with free ad-

mission. To check out these programs please visit:  

http://arlingtonparks.us/snag/  

Nature: Face Your Fears 

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

3608  Military Road 

Arlington, VA 22207 

gulfbranchnaturectr@arlingtonva.us 

703-228-3403  

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

625 S. Carlin Springs Road  

Arlington, VA  22204  

longbranchnaturectr@arlingtonva.us  

703-228-6535 

FORT C.F. SMITH PARK   

2411 N. 24th St.  

Arlington, VA  22207 

dfarner@arlingtonva.us  

703-243-4342 

Sign up to receive THE SNAG and to find other information about 
our nature and conservation programs at www.arlingtonva.us/dpr 

https://registration.arlingtonva.us
mailto:GulfBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us
mailto:LongBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us
mailto:dfarner@arlingtonva.us
www.arlingtonva.us/dpr
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The Snag is published quarterly on 30-50% post-consumer recycled paper by Arlington County’s 

Department of Parks and Recreation. The Department is one of 100 agencies nationwide to have 

received national accreditation from the Commission for Accreditation of Park and Recreation 

Agencies. Sign up to receive THE SNAG and to find other information about our nature and 

conservation programs at www.arlingtonva.us/dpr.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO REMOVE  

INVASIVES AND RESTORE HABITAT 

Adults, teens, and families ages 8 and up. No registration required. Want to increase species diversity right here in 

Arlington? Work parties are held every month and are making a real difference, with the return of ferns and wild-

flowers, and the animals that depend on them, in areas once covered in destructive invasive plants. Help make it 

happen! Call nature centers for information. Free. 

Walk Softly and Carry a 

Walkabouts Brochure 

 

Did you know that WalkArlington, the 

County initiative that “gets more people 

walking in more walkable places more of 

the time,” now has 25 Walkabout routes 

for you to try? Request your free copy of 

our colorful new pocket-sized brochure, 

featuring all 25 of these self-guided 

neighborhood walking tours, at 

info@walkarlington.com. Individual 

Walkabout maps are also available online 

at WalkArlington.com. 

Second Saturdays 

Gulf Branch Nature Center, 703-228-3403 

Saturday, June 11, 2 - 4 pm 

Saturday, July 9, 2 - 4 pm 

Saturday, Aug. 13, 2 - 4 pm 

Third  Sundays 

Long Branch Nature Center, 703-228-6535 

Sunday, June 19, 2 - 4 pm 

Sunday, July 17, 2 - 4 pm 

Sunday, Aug. 21, 2 - 4 pm  

Celebrate National Moth Week 
NATIONAL MOTH WEEK NIGHT-LIGHTING 

Saturday, July 23rd, 8 - 9 pm 

MOTHS IN THE MOONLIGHT  

Saturday, July 30, 8:30 - 9:30 pm 

Adults and families ages 8 and up. Register children and adults; children 

must be accompanied by a registered adult. Join the Smithsonian 

Institute’s Dr. David Adamski as we celebrate National Moth Week and 

check outdoor night lights that attract moths for investigation. You 

never know what creatures will show up for cataloging as part of 

Arlington County’s wildlife surveys. For information: 703-228-7742. 

Meet at Fort C.F. Smith Park. Free. #642756-B 

Families ages 5 and up. Register children and adults; children must be 

accompanied by a registered adult. We'll view moths by use of a light 

and white sheet setup. Learn why moths are ecologically important 

and how you can attract them. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet 

at Gulf Branch Nature Center.  

$5. #642856-G 

www.arlingtonva.us/dpr
http://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/invasive-plants/invasive-plant-program/
mailto:info@walkarlington.com
http://www.walkarlington.com/
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642756
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642856


 

Nature Study for Adults  
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Birding Trips Afield 
Adults. Come birding with us! Participants should dress for the weather and bring binoculars, a bag lunch, a drink 

and snacks for the day. These trips may include walking over uneven terrain and gentle slopes. Senior discount does 

not apply. Meet our vans at the Lubber Run Community Center parking lot, 300 N. Park Drive, Arlington, VA.  

NORTHERN VIRGINIA BIRD CLUB WALK 

Wednesday, June 1, 8:30 - 11 am 

Adults. Join members of the Northern Virginia Bird Club 

for an informal walk through Long Branch and 

Glencarlyn Parks in search of resident and migratory 

birds. Experienced and beginning birders welcome. Bring 

binoculars and field guides if you have them. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at the parking lot at 

Long Branch Nature Center. Free. #642946-A 

 

INTRODUCTION TO CITIZEN SCIENCE 

Thursday, June 2, 7 - 8 pm 

Adults. Do you spend a lot of time outdoors, birding or 

wildlife watching? Maybe gardening or removing invasive 

plants? Your observations and photos could be helpful 

to many different organizations. Explore Bug Guide, 

eBird, Project Budburst, iNaturalist, and more to find 

out how your outdoor excursions can contribute to a 

much bigger scientific snapshot of the natural world. For 

information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature 

Center. Free. #642846-A 

 

CHAMPION TREES BIKE RIDE 

Sunday, June 5, 2 - 4 pm 

Adults ages 12 and up. Marvel at some of Arlington’s 

most spectacular trees on this leisurely ride over mostly 

level, paved pathways, while stopping at points of natural 

and environmental interest along the way. Bring your 

own bike, water, snacks, and repair kit. For information: 

703-228-6535. Meet at the Caboose at Bluemont 

Junction Park, 744 N Emerson Street, Arlington. (Exact 

location will be sent to registered participants). Free. 

#642946-B 

FERN FORAY 

Wednesday, June 8, 10 am - 12 pm 

Adults ages 16 and up. Join Fern-o-phile Naturalist 

Rachael Tolman for a walk and hands-on experience 

with ferns. We'll discuss the history of these ancient 

plants and how they survived thus far while we hike. 

We'll give tips on how to differentiate between common 

species, and learn how to grow ferns at home from 

spores we'll collect. This program will include some 

hiking off trail. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at 

Scott's Run Nature Preserve, 7400 Georgetown Pike, 

McLean, VA 22102. $10. #642946-C 

 

CITIZEN SCIENCE: CRICKET CRAWL PREP!  

Wednesday, Aug. 17, 7:30 - 8:30 pm  

Adults ages 12 and up. Every summer we are serenaded 

by crickets and katydids. Learn to identify their different 

calls, how and why they sing, and more. Then help us 

census Arlington's cricket and katydid populations as we 

monitor our parks and backyards for 8 different species. 

The survey itself, or Cricket Crawl, will take place the 

evening of August 26th, weather permitting. For 

information visit www.discoverlife.org/cricket/DC  

or call 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature 

Center. Free. #642846-C 

BIRDING FLAG PONDS & 

BATTLE CREEK CYPRESS 

SWAMP  

Tuesday, June 7, 7 am - 4 pm 

Come search Calvert County, MD 

for nesting summer residents such  

as scarlet tanagers, hooded and 

Kentucky warblers. For information: 

703-228-3403. $45. #642846-B 

 

 

BIRDING SHENANDOAH 

NATIONAL PARK  

Tuesday, June 14, 7 am - 4 pm 

We’ll travel to the mountains to 

search for nesting songbirds at 

Shenandoah National Park. For 

information: 703-228-6535. $45. 

#642946-D 

 

 

 

BIRDING THE DELAWARE 

BAY 

Tuesday, Aug. 23, 7 am - 5 pm 

Join us on an excursion to the 

eastern shore in search of migrating 

shorebirds along the Delaware Bay, 

as well as tidal and freshwater 

marshes. For information: 703-228-

3403. $45. #642846-D 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642946
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642846
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642946
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642946
http://www.discoverlife.org/cricket/DC
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642846
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642846
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642946
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642846
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Fun for Nature Loving Families 
Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult. 

Campfire Evening Magic   
Families. The whole family is invited to join us at the Long Branch Amphitheater or the Gulf Branch Fire 

Ring for lots of old-fashioned fun. These engaging programs will be filled with entertaining activities which 

may include stories, special animal guests, games, songs and of course, S’mores! For information call the 

campfire location. $5.  

Gulf Branch Nature Center 
For information: 703-228-3403 

 

Turtle Time Campfire 

Saturday, June 11, 7 - 8 pm #642856-A 

 

Backyard Hawks Campfire 

Saturday, June 25, 7 - 8 pm #642856-B 

 

Coyote Campfire 

Saturday, July 16, 7 - 8 pm #642856-C 
 

Super Snakes Campfire 

Saturday, Aug. 13, 7 - 8 pm #642856-D 

 

Full Moon Campfire 

Saturday, Aug. 20, 7 - 8 pm #642856-E 

 

EXCURSIÓN BILINGÜE POR EL PARQUE / BILINGUAL WALK 

Domingo, Junio 5, 11 am - 12:30 pm / Sunday, June 5, 11 am - 12:30 pm 

Familias. Registrar a los niños y adultos; los niños deben estar acompañados por un 

adulto registrado. Bienvenidos a una excursión bilingüe por el parque. Nos 

encontraremos en el Centro de Naturaleza Long Branch. Conoceremos a los animales 

en el centro y caminaremos por el parque para observar y hacer preguntas sobre la 

naturaleza. Traiga una bebida y un bocadillo. Gratis. #642956-O 

Families. Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered 

adult. Welcome to a bilingual walk in the park. We’ll meet at the Long Branch Nature 

Center to learn about the animals there, then hike in the park to explore local nature. 

Bring a drink and a snack. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature 

Center. Free. #642956-O 

 

TERRIFIC TURTLES 

Saturday, June 11, 10:30 am - 12 pm 

Families. Get up close and personal with our resident shelled reptiles. We'll learn about 

these fascinating animals then go for a short hike to see turtles led by a Master 

Naturalist. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. Free. 

#642956-P 

  

ABUZZ ABOUT BEES AND WASPS 

Sunday, June 12, 1:30 - 2:30 pm 

Families ages 6 and up. Does the buzz of a bee or wasp send you running? Conquer 

your fear with knowledge! During our walk we'll learn how to tell bees from wasps, 

which ones are more short-tempered, and get tips on how to avoid stings. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. Free. #642956-Q 

 

CREEK CLEAN-UP 

Wednesday, June 15, 3 - 4:30 pm 

Families ages 6 and up. Help us clean up the creek starting at Long Branch and heading 

down to Four Mile Run. Come dressed to get wet and messy. We’ll provide gloves, 

trash bags, and well-deserved refreshments afterwards. For information: 703-228-6535. 

Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. Free. #642956-R 

 

TREASURES IN TREE BARK 

Saturday, Aug. 20, 2 - 3 pm 

Families. What happens under the bark of a tree? Who lives under the bark after the 

tree has died? Hike to answer these questions as we roll logs and explore the forest. 

For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $5. #642856-H 

Long Branch Nature Center 
For information: 703-228-6535 

 

Native American Spirits Campfire 

Saturday, June 4, 7 - 8 pm #642956-A 

 

Fireflies Campfire 

Saturday, June 18, 7 - 8 pm #642956-B 

 

Black Bears Campfire 

Saturday, July 2, 7 - 8 pm #642956-C 

 

Fondue Fun Campfire 

Saturday, July 9, 7 - 8 pm #642956-D 

 

Night Experiments Campfire 

Friday, July 22, 7 - 8 pm #642956-E 

 

Possum Campfire 

Saturday, July 30, 7 - 8 pm #642956-F 

 

Bats Campfire 

Saturday, Aug. 6, 7 - 8 pm #642956-G 

 

Summer Farewell Campfire 

Friday, Aug. 26, 7 - 8 pm #642956-H 

NOTABLE NATURE 
Families ages 5 and up. Join us for lessons in nature journaling and sketching. We'll 

construct our own nature journals, hone our writing and drawing skills, and talk about 

the season during our hike. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch 

Nature Center. Free.   

 

 

Sunday, June 12, 3 - 4 pm #642956-I 

 

Sunday, July 10, 3 - 4 pm #642956-J 

 

Sunday, Aug. 14, 3 - 4 pm #642956-K 

Summer Night Hikes 
 

Families ages 5 and up. Have you ever wondered what animals are in our local parks at 

night? Experience our trails under the moon and stars, learn a new constellation, or 

meet a different nocturnal critter each month. $5. 

 

Friday, June 3, 7:30 - 8:30 pm  #642756-A 

For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Fort C.F. Smith. 

 

Friday, July 1, 7:30 - 8:30 pm  #642856-F 

For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. 

 

Friday, Aug. 12, 7:30 - 8:30 pm  #642956-S 

For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642956
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642756
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642856
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642956


 

Seashell Workshops 
Ages 7 to 12. Learn about ocean invertebrates (animals without a backbone) and study their shells and the interesting animals that build 

them. Take home a shell or shell craft from each workshop. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $10. 
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Cool Creek Critters 

 

Ages 5 to 9. Register children only, but an adult is required to attend with children under 7. Dress to get wet as 

we spend some time exploring waterfalls, trying to catch water striders, and taking a closer look at some creek 

critters. What do they have to tell us? Do different streams in Arlington have different critters living in them? Be 

prepared to want to keep playing in the creek when the program ends! For information: 703-228-3403. $5. 

Keep Mini-Beasts this Summer! 
 

Ages 9 to 12. Get ready to (temporarily) own all sorts of mini-beasts and have a series of amazing, unique pets. 

Learn all about different animal's lives while caring for them over a month. At each session, you'll return last 

month's critters and learn about and receive new ones. Over the year we'll work our way up to more demanding 

critters - graduating with tadpoles in the Spring! For information: 703-228-3403. $30 fee covers all three ses-

sions, additional $20 materials fee for first time participants paid on-site. #642826-K 

 

PILL BUGS & ROLY POLY’S  

Friday, June 3, 4:30 - 5:30 pm  

 
 

CATALPA CATERPILLARS 

Friday, July 1, 4:30 - 5:30 pm 
 

 

DADDY LONG LEGS 

Friday, Aug. 5, 4:30 - 5:30 pm 

Gulf Branch Kids Programs  
Register children only.  Adults are welcome to attend, but not required to do so. 

LIMPETS 

Sunday, July 10, 1:30 - 2:30 pm 

These small mollusks are able to withstand crashing ocean 

waves and eat algae off rocks using possibly nature’s 

strongest biological material - their teeth! #642826-D 

OLIVE SEA SNAIL SHELLS 

Sunday, July 10, 2:30 - 3:30 pm 

We'll learn how these olive-shaped, carnivorous sea snails 

keep their shells really shiny and how they are some of 

the fastest burrowing snails in the world!  #642826-E 

SEASHELL COLLECTION 

Sunday, July 31, 1:30 - 3 pm 

Bring your seashells and learn how to store, organize and 

identify seashells to make your seashell collection. 

Collection box included. #642826-F 

Sunday, June 5, 2 - 3:30 pm  

Lubber Run Park Amphitheater 

200 N Columbus Street  

Arlington, VA 22203  

#642826-A  

 

Saturday, July 9, 10 - 11:30 am 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

3608 Military Road 

Arlington, VA 22207 

 #642826-B 

 

Saturday, Aug. 13, 10 - 11:30 am 

Donaldson Run Park 

4628 26th Street N 

Arlington, VA 22207  

#642826-C 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642826
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642826
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642826
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642826
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642826
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642826
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=642826
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For Young Naturalists 
Register children only.  Adults are welcome to attend, but not required to do so. 

Gulf Branch Programs 
For information: 703-228-3403 

 

MAKE YOUR OWN WALKING STICK 

Friday, June 10, 6 - 7 pm 

Ages 6 to 12. Summer is the time for exploring, and what better tool for it than your 

very own walking stick! Pick out a stick, make a grip for it, and personalize it with 

your initials or other decorative touches. $10. #642826-G 

Long Branch Programs 
For information: 703-228-6535 

 

FUN WITH FERNS 

Saturday, June 18, 4 - 5:30 pm 

Ages 6 to 12. Learn about these ancient plants that used to be the size of trees and 

grew amongst the dinosaurs. We'll hike to find some specimens, get an up close view 

under the microscope, hear some fern lore and do a craft. $5. #642926-A 

 

SUMMER SCAVENGER HUNT 

Saturday, July 9, 4 - 5 pm 

Ages 6 to 12. Have fun as we search for signs of summer by collecting objects and 

looking for clues, all while snapping selfies! Bring a camera or phone for pictures. 

Free. #642926-B 

 

VISIT OUR ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Friday, July 15, 2 - 3 pm 

Ages 8 to 12. Come visit our rescued animals and see how we treat them medically. 

We have recovering amphibians and reptiles that need care and your help. $5. 

#642926-C 

 

INSECT SAFARI 

Saturday, July 23, 3 - 4 pm 

Ages 6 to 10. We’ll catch flying insects in the meadows with nets and roll logs in the 

forest for creepy crawlies. Afterwards, we’ll go back to the building to hold some 

giant insects!  $5. #642926-D 

 

NATURE ART 

Wednesday, Aug. 10, 2 - 3 pm 

Ages 8 to 12. We’ll visit scenic spots in Glencarlyn Park to draw what we observe 

with colored pencils. Then we'll head back to the building to make clay sculptures 

using our resident animals as models. $5. #642926-E 

 

DOWN IN THE POND 

Sunday, Aug. 21, 2 - 3 pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Do you know what lives at the bottom of a pond? Water boatmen, 

backswimmers, and water scorpions are just a few of the critters we might 

encounter as we go dip-netting in our ponds. $5. #642926-F 

WHO LIVES IN THE SOIL? 

Saturday, June 25, 10:30 - 11:30 am 

Ages 8 to 12. Discover the creatures 

that live under leaf litter and soil, as 

well as the different tools and methods 

scientists use to find these critters. 

Make one of these tools, a Berlese 

Funnel, that you can take home to 

explore the soil in your neighborhood. 

$5. #642826-H 

 

DRAGONFLIES 

Saturday, July 30, 2 - 3 pm 

Ages 8 to 12. Dragonflies are fierce 

predators, catching other flying insects 

as their prey. View the world through 

dragonfly eyes as we search for these 

airborne hunters. $5. #642826-I 

 

SPECTACULAR SPIDERS 

Saturday, Aug. 20, 11 am - 12 pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Spiders can be beautiful 

when seen in the right light. We'll learn 

all about arachnids and hike in search of 

spiders in the pond, forest and 

everywhere in between! $5. #642826-J 
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Gulf Branch Nature Center 

For information: 703-228-3403 

 

BEAVER BUILDERS 

Come learn how these amazing creatures build dams 

and their homes in water, creating a habitat that 

supports their terrestrial and aquatic lifestyle. 

Wednesday, June 1, 10 - 11 am #642816-A 

Wednesday, June 1, 1 - 2 pm #642816-B 

Thursday, June 2, 1 - 2 pm #642816-C 

Friday, June 3, 1 - 2 pm #642816-D 

 

LOG HOTEL 

Old wood from trees make homes for many insects and 

plants. Come learn about who lives in and under logs 

and what eats dead wood.  

Wednesday, July 6, 1 - 2 pm #642816-E 

Thursday, July 7, 1 - 2 pm #642816-F 

Tuesday, July 12, 1 - 2 pm #642816-G 

Thursday, July 14, 1 - 2 pm #642816-H 

 

RAINFOREST 

Come learn what’s cool about the hot and steamy 

rainforest! We’ll discover the many plants and animals 

of the rainforest, and their unique lifestyles. 

Tuesday, Aug. 16, 10 - 11 am #642816-I 

Tuesday, Aug. 16, 1 - 2 pm #642816-J 

Wednesday, Aug. 17, 1 - 2 pm #642816-K 

Thursday, Aug. 18, 1 - 2 pm #642816-L 

 

Long Branch Nature Center 

For information: 703-228-6535 

 

TREE HUGGERS 

Come explore all the different trees around Long 

Branch creek. We'll learn what makes up a tree and a 

forest, and use clues to remember their names. 

Tuesday, June 28, 3:30 - 4:30 pm #642916-A 

Wednesday, June 29, 3:30 - 4:30 pm #642916-B 

Thursday, June 30, 3:30 - 4:30 pm #642916-C 

Friday, July 1, 3:30 - 4:30 pm #642916-D 

 

WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE 

Dive in and learn about our “Water Planet!” We will 

follow a drop of water’s journey around the world. 

Come get your hands wet with some water play! 

Tuesday, July 26, 10:30 - 11:30 am #642916-E 

Tuesday, July 26, 3 - 4 pm #642916-F 

Thursday, July 28, 1 - 2 pm #642916-G 

Friday, July 29, 1 - 2 pm #642916-H 

 

CREEK FISH FUN 

Come meet our fish up close in the classroom and in 

the creek with nets as we learn all about how they 

survive. Be prepared to walk in the shallow creek. 

Wednesday, Aug. 10, 10:30 - 11:30 am #642916-I 

Thursday, Aug. 11, 10:30 - 11:30 am #642916-J 

Friday, Aug. 12, 10:30 - 11:30 am #642916-K 

Friday, Aug. 12, 4 - 5 pm #642916-L 

BABES IN THE WOODS 

Adults with infants to toddlers. Register children only. 

We will explore the parks of Northern Virginia with 

our babies in backpack carriers. The trails will not be 

stroller friendly, but will have easy footing. While 

walking we will chat about the ecosystems we are 

visiting. Wear closed-toed shoes and dress yourself and 

baby for being outside for the duration of the program. 

For information: 703-228-6535. $5.  

 

Wednesday, June 29, 9:30 - 11 am #642916-T 

Huntley Meadows Park in the parking lot,  

3701 Lockheed Blvd, Alexandria, VA 22306.  

Wednesday, July 20, 9:30 - 11 am #642916-U 

Meet at Claremont Park by the baseball fields,  

4100 Franconia Rd, Alexandria, VA 22310. 

 

Wednesday, Aug. 3, 9:30 - 11 am #642916-V 

Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. 

 

Wednesday, Aug. 17, 9:30 - 11 am #642916-W 

Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. 

For Preschoolers & Tiny Tots  

Nature Story Time  

Families ages 2 and up. Register children only. 

For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long 

Branch Nature Center. Free.   

 

 

OUTDOORS STORYTIME 

Tuesday, June 14, 10:30 - 11:15 am  

Swim, hike or climb on over for stories about  

the outdoors while in the outdoors! #642956-L  

 

SILLY STORYTIME 

Tuesday, July 12, 3:30 - 4:15 pm  

We'll have tons of fun at this story time with silly 

rhymes and sillier songs! #642956-M 

 

OCEAN STORY TIME 

Tuesday, Aug. 9, 10:30 - 11:15 am  

Swim on over for stories about the animals from 

the deep blue sea! #642956-N 

TINY TOT NATURE FUN! 
Ages 18 to 35 months. Introduce your child to 

nature. These programs are designed to help 

children and caregivers feel comfortable exploring 

and enjoying our natural world. Caregivers must 

stay with their child. $5.  

Gulf Branch Nature Center 
 

Thursday, June 2, 10 - 10:45 am #642816-M 

Friday, June 3, 10 - 10:45 am #642816-N 

Thursday, June 9, 10 - 10:45 am #642816-O 

 

Tuesday, July 12, 10 - 10:45 am #642816-P 

Thursday, July 14, 10 - 10:45 am #642816-Q 

Tuesday, July 19, 10 - 10:45 am #642816-R 

 

Wednesday, Aug. 17, 10 - 10:45 am #642816-S 

Thursday, Aug. 18, 10 - 10:45 am #642816-T 

Friday, Aug. 19, 10 - 10:45 am #642816-U 

 

Long Branch Nature Center 
 

Wednesday, June 15, 10 - 10:45 am #642916-M 

Thursday, June 16, 10 - 10:45 am #642916-N 

Friday, June 17, 10 - 10:45 am #642916-O 

 

Thursday, July 28, 10 - 10:45 am #642916-P 

Friday, July 29, 10 - 10:45 am #642916-Q 

 

Thursday, Aug. 4, 10 - 10:45 am #642916-R 

Friday, Aug. 5, 10 - 10:45 am #642916-S 

PRESCHOOL NATURE EXPLORERS 

Ages 3 to 5. Preschoolers can actively explore their natural world with programs that build 

the foundation for a lifetime of wonder, appreciation and discovery. Hands-on interactive 

learning, crafts, mini-hikes and nature play provide a fun and engaging experience for your 

children. Parents can leave the classroom but must remain in the building. $5. 
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Friday, June 24th, 7:30 to 9:30 pm   
 

 

 

Families ages 3 and up. Register children and adults;      

children must be accompanied by a registered adult.  

Come celebrate summer’s natural night lights as we learn all about these bioluminescent 

beetles. Activities include; bug hunts, games, crafts, walks, and talks about fireflies. Bring 

a picnic blanket and dinner as we wait for sunset and the natural lights to come out. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Fort C.F. Smith Park, 2411 N. 24th Street, Arlington, VA 

22207. Cancelled if Raining. 

$7 per person. Pre-registration encouraged but not required. #642756-C 

Firefly Festival 

 

Families. Everyone is invited to celebrate 50 great years! Come to remember our past, enjoy our 

present, and dedicate ourselves to a great future! Sponsored by the Friends of Gulf Branch. For 

information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. Free.  

Celebrate Gulf Branch’s 50th Anniversary 

6:30 - 7 pm, 30 minutes, for families with younger children. #642856-I 

7:10 - 7:40 pm, 30 minutes, for families with younger children #642856-J 

7:50 - 8:35 pm, 45 minutes, for adults and families with older children. #642856-K 

8:45 - 9:30 pm, 45 minutes, for adults and families with older children. #642856-L 

Sunday, 
June 12  
1 - 4 pm 

Bat Fest  
Saturday, August 27, 6:30 - 9 pm 

Adults, teens, and families. Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a regis-

tered adult. Enjoy a thoroughly batty evening and add to your knowledge of local night life! Live 

bat shows are presented by Leslie Sturges, Director of The Save Lucy Campaign, established 

to protect and conserve bats in this region. Registration for one of our live bat talks is required. 

All other activities are on-going from 6:30 thru 9 pm: habitat walks, games, crafts and much 

more! For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $8. 

How to Sign Up! 
 

REGISTRATION OPENS for Arlington 

residents Monday, May 16. Non-resident 

registration opens Tuesday, May 17.  

Registration deadline: Participants must 

register by 4pm the day before a program. The 

day of the program, please call the program site if 

you have not yet registered to check availability. 

HOW TO REGISTER: 

Online: If you have a digital SNAG, click on the 

hyperlinked program number and you will 

automatically go to program registration. You can 

also register online by going to https://

registration.arlingtonva.us. You can browse 

our offerings as a ‘Guest’, but you must log in to 

register for a program. If you do not have an 

account, you can create one online or call 703- 

228-4747 for help. 

Phone: Call the Registration Office at 703-228-

4747, Monday to Friday, between 8am and 5pm. 

Walk-in: Go to the Registration Office at 3700 

S. Four Mile Run Drive, Arlington, VA 22206, 

Monday to Friday, between 8am and 5pm. 

FEES 

The listed fee is per participant unless otherwise 

stated. Most program fees are charged at 

registration. Some program fees will be charged 

at the program site (cash or check only, no credit 

cards please). See program write-up for details. 

FEE REDUCTION 

We do not want our fees to be a barrier to 

participation. Call 703-228-4747 for information 

on the County’s fee reduction policy. 

CANCELLATIONS 

Notify Registration as soon as possible so we may 

contact someone from the waiting list. 

Cancellations on the day of the program should 

be made directly with the program site. 

REFUNDS 

Full refunds will be automatically processed 

within 30 days when classes are canceled by DPR 

due to weather, insufficient enrollment or other 

unforeseen reasons. Transfers from one program 

section to another may be requested through the 

Registration Office at 703-228-4747, prior to the 

start of the program. No refunds or credits if 

participants are unable to attend a program.    

WEATHER 

Indoor programs are cancelled in conjunction 

with the Arlington County’s school closings 

policy. Outdoor programs may be cancelled due 

to rain or other inclement weather - call nature 

centers for more information. 

MODIFICATIONS 

Arlington County can provide upon request 

reasonable modifications for people with 

disabilities. Two weeks advance notice is 

preferred. Call 703-228-4740. TTY: 711. 
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