
The Quickening Pace 

SPRING 2017 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING

 

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

3608  Military Road 

Arlington, VA 22207 

703-228-3403  

gulfbranchnaturectr@arlingtonva.us 

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

625 S. Carlin Springs Road  

Arlington, VA  22204  

703-228-6535 

longbranchnaturectr@arlingtonva.us  

FORT C.F. SMITH PARK   

2411 N. 24th St.  

Arlington, VA  22207 

703-228-7033 

dfarner@arlingtonva.us  

SPRING INTO GREAT 

NATURE PROGRAMS! 

REGISTRATION BEGINS  

February 14, 2017 

Sign up to receive THE SNAG and learn about our nature 
and conservation programs at parks.arlingtonva.us 

N 
ature’s calendar gets crowded in the 

spring. Already, wood frogs, spotted 

salamanders and other amphibians 

have mated and laid their eggs, while tiny spring 

peepers are making a big sound in local 

wetlands. Spring beauty, cut-leaf toothwort, 

bloodroot and many other early spring 

wildflowers have flowered or are doing so now. 

These wildflowers have only a few short weeks 

of sunshine before trees leaf out and shade the 

forest floor. 

As temperatures rise, overwintering queen 

bumblebees shake of their dormancy and visit 

wildflowers for pollen and nectar to feed their 

broods. In the process, they, along with other 

native bees, flies and even beetles, pollinate the 

flowers. Early butterflies, such as mourning 

cloaks, question marks and commas have been 

making appearances on warm days. They will be 

followed by a succession of other species in 

search of nectar and mates.  

 

Eastern phoebes and other early spring 

migratory songbirds are already showing up in 

parks and backyards. They are the vanguard of 

millions of songbirds that will pour through our 

area in the coming weeks. Some, such as wood 

thrushes and catbirds, stay in our area to nest, 

while others press further north to their 

breeding ranges. Many year-round resident song 

birds, such as chickadees, cardinals and robins, 

have already set up their territories and have 

begun nesting. 

 

Spring is a time of reproduction and growth for 

many mammals as well. Red and gray foxes, gray 

and flying squirrels, and raccoons, for example, 

mate in the winter. That way, their young are 

born in the spring when more food is available 

to support their growing bodies. Birds, reptiles, 

amphibians and many other animals join this 

rush to have young and grow up. 

 

Spring is also a great time for us humans to get 

out and observe nature. Make time in your 

spring calendar to join us for one of our 

programs or just take a walk in one of your 

parks. But don’t wait too long – spring will rush 

by before you know it. 

Change Comes to Turtle Trot 

After six years, Long Branch Nature Center is 

handing the Turtle Trot 5K over to the Office for 

Teens and their Teens Making a Difference 

program, a youth-led community service program 

that offers life skills, community projects, and 

special events for teens. This year’s event will be 

held on Saturday, May 13 at Lower Bluemont 

Park, 601 N. Manchester St. Check-in starts at 9 

a.m. and the run starts at 10 a.m. $30 for adults 

and $15 for children 12 and under. Register 

through Arlington County website or by calling 

703-228-6535. #722017-01 

mailto:gulfbranchnaturectr@arlingtonva.us
mailto:longbranchnaturectr@arlingtonva.us
mailto:dfarner@arlingtonva.us
http://parks.arlingtonva.us/
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?primarycode=722017&module=ar&search=yes
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R. I. P. - REMOVE INVASIVE PLANTS! 
Adults, teens, and families ages 8 and up. Want to restore habitat and increase native species 

diversity right here in Arlington? Work parties are held every month and are making a real 

difference, with the return of ferns and wildflowers, and the animals that depend on them, in areas 

once covered in destructive invasive plants. Help make it happen! Call nature centers for 

information. No registration is required.  

Second Saturdays  

Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center 

Saturday, Mar. 11, 2 - 4pm 

Saturday, May 13, 2 - 4pm 

 

Third Sundays  

Meet at Long Branch Nature Center 

Sunday, Mar. 19, 2 - 4pm 

Sunday, Apr. 16, 2 - 4pm 

Sunday, May 21, 2 - 4pm 

Adults, teens, and families ages 8 and up. Come be a part of 

the 26th Annual Potomac Watershed Cleanup. The river 

provides 480 million gallons of drinking water to the DC 

metro area. Improve Arlington's part of the Potomac by 

taking out the trash! We’ll supply bags and gloves; you 

supply the spring cleaning spirit! An adult must accompany 

volunteers under 18 years old. For information:  

703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. For 

other locations in the area, go to fergusonfoundation.org. 

No Registration Required. 

Adults, teens, and families 

ages 8 and up. Arlington 

County Park Rangers are 

calling on volunteers to 

help clean Four Mile Run 

at Madison Manor, 

Glencarlyn, Barcroft and 

Shirlington Parks and by 

Arlington Mill 

Community Center.  

Volunteers should wear 

waterproof boots and bring gloves. Bags will be provided. 

An adult must accompany volunteers under 18 years old. 

For information contact Arlington County Park Rangers at 

703-525-0168 or parkrangers@arlingtonva.us or visit 

parks.arlingtonva.us, and search stream cleanup.  

No Registration Required. 

Annual Four Mile Run Stream Cleanup 
Saturday, Mar. 11, 10am - 1pm at five 

locations along Four Mile Run 

Annual Potomac River Watershed Cleanup  

Saturday,  Apr. 8, 2 - 4pm 

Volunteer! 

http://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/invasive-plants/invasive-plant-program/
http://fergusonfoundation.org/trash-free-potomac-watershed-initiative/potomac-river-watershed-cleanup/
https://parks.arlingtonva.us/


SPRING EQUINOX MARCH 

Monday, Mar. 20, 10am - 12pm 

We’ll search out the ephemeral beauty of the first day 

of spring on a two-mile loop hike. There will be a few 

creek crossings and some occasional rough terrain. 

For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch 

Nature Center. Free. #632847-D 

 

TRILLIUM TREK 

Friday, Apr. 28, 8:30am - 4pm 

Travel to Linden, VA to see one of the largest Great 

White Trillium displays in the world! This area is 

resplendent with many (often rare) wildflowers and 

trees, including native orchids and a variety of wildlife. 

Participants should dress for the weather and hiking, 

bring a bag lunch, drink and snacks for the day. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Van leaves from Lubber 

Run Community Center parking lot, 300 N Park 

Drive, Arlington. $40. #632947-D 

 

TURN YOUR LENS ON ARLINGTON WILDLIFE 

Saturday, May 6, 10am - 12pm 

Learn how to photograph wildlife and get memorable 

images. Please bring and have basic familiarity with a 

digital camera with at least a 10x zoom lens or 

equivalent. Two-part course, with small group follow-

up sessions to be scheduled between students and 

instructor. Teens ages 16 and up are welcomed, but 

must be accompanied by a registered adult. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch 

Nature Center. $10. #632947-E 

 

CITIZEN SCIENCE AND DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

Wednesday, May 17, 7 - 8:30pm 

With digital cameras, mobile phones and the internet, 

there is more opportunity than ever for participating 

in citizen science projects. We will practice outside 

first, then learn how to upload our sightings to 

iNaturalist which has several projects that support 

Arlington County Natural Resources. For information: 

703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. 

Free. #632847-G 

Nature Study for Adults  
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Come birding with us! Participants should dress for the weather and bring binoculars, a bag 

lunch, a drink and snacks for the day. These trips may include walking over uneven terrain and 

gentle slopes. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet our vans at the Lubber Run Community 

Center parking lot, 300 N. Park Drive, Arlington.  

Join members of the Northern Virginia Bird Club on the first Wednesday 

of each month for one or all of these free, informal walks through Long 

Branch and Glencarlyn Parks in search of resident and migratory birds. 

Both experienced and beginning birders welcome. Bring binoculars and 

field guides if you have them. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at the 

parking lot at Long Branch Nature Center. Free. 

Birding Trips Afield 

BIRDING THE DELAWARE SHORE 

Tuesday, Mar. 14, 7am - 5pm 

Join us on this excursion to the Delaware shore 

where stops may include Prime Hook National 

Wildlife Refuge, Mispillion Lighthouse and the Indian 

River Inlet. $45. #632847-A 

 

 

BIRDING VIRGINIA'S NORTHERN NECK 

Tuesday, Apr. 25, 7:30am - 5pm 

Journey to Westmoreland County where stops will  

include Westmoreland State Park and George 

Washington's Birthplace. We may see early migrant 

songbirds and warblers at these Northern Neck  

destinations. $45. #632847-B 

 

WARBLERS OF THE BLUE RIDGE 

Tuesday, May 9, 7am - 5pm 

Warblers and other songbirds use the Blue Ridge for 

nesting and migrating. We'll search for Cerulean, 

Kentucky, Hooded and other warblers, as well as 

grosbeaks, tanagers, thrushes and vireos along 

wildflower-laden trails. $45. #632847-C 

 

BIRDING MASON NECK 

Tuesday, May 23, 7am - 1pm 

We’ll search woodlands, meadows and wetlands at 

some of the protected natural areas on Mason Neck 

for spring migrants, raptors, including Bald Eagles, 

wading birds and other species. For information:  

703-228-6535. $35. #632947-F 

BIRD WALKS 

Wednesday, Mar. 1,  

8:30 - 11am #632947-A 

Wednesday, Apr. 5,  

8:30 - 11am #632947-B 

Wednesday, May 3,  

8:30 - 11am #632947-C 

STARGAZING 101 

Wednesday, Apr. 26, 7:30 - 8:30pm 

Whether paired with our 'Astronomy Quest', or just 

on its own, this program will improve your stargazing 

skills! Learn to find basic spring constellations, make a 

star finder, and get a cosmic sense of perspective. For 

information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch 

Nature Center. $5. #632847-E 

 

ASTRONOMY QUEST 

Saturday, Apr. 29, 6 - 10:30pm 

Travel to Fauquier County to celebrate astronomy at 

C.M. Crockett Park as enthusiasts and experts share 

their knowledge and telescopes with the public. 

Participants are encouraged to take 'Stargazing 101', 

but beginners are welcome too! Teens ages 16 and up 

are welcomed, but must be accompanied by a 

registered adult. For information: 703-228-3403. Vans 

leave from Lubber Run Community Center parking 

lot, 300 N. Park Drive, Arlington. $15. #632847-F 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632847
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632847
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632847
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632847
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632847
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632847
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632847
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Gulf Branch Nature Center 

Singing Frogs and Toads Campfire 

Saturday, Mar. 18, 7 - 8pm #632857-A 

 

Silent Salamanders Campfire 

Friday, Mar. 24, 7-8pm #632857-B 

 

Wiggly Worms Campfire 

Friday, Apr. 14, 7 - 8pm #632857-C 

 

Spring Sensations Campfire 

Saturday, Apr. 22, 7 - 8pm #632857-D 

 

Coyote Campfire 

Friday, Apr. 28, 7 - 8pm #632857-E 

 

Birdsongs Campfire 

Saturday, May 13, 7 - 8pm #632857-F 

Long Branch Nature Center 

Deception in Nature Campfire 

Saturday, Apr. 1, 7 - 8pm #632957-C 

 

Invertebrates Campfire 

Saturday, Apr. 8, 7 - 8pm #632957-D 

 

Compass Campfire 

Saturday, May 6, 7 - 8pm #632957-E 

 

Feeding Frenzy Campfire 

Friday, May 12, 7 - 8pm #632957-F 

 

Wild Dogs Campfire 

Saturday, May 27, 7 - 8pm #632957-G 

Campfire Evening Magic 

For Nature-Loving Families 
Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult. 

Gulf Branch Programs 
SPRING AMPHIBIANS LETTERBOXING TRAIL 

Friday, Mar. 3, 2 - 3:30pm 

Families ages 5 and up. Letterboxing is the low-tech version of geocaching; solving 

clues and following directions to find hidden caches. Follow our trail of clues to learn 

about the wood frogs and spotted salamanders in our parks. $5. #632857-G 

 

POTOMAC NIGHT HIKE 

Friday, Mar. 3, 6:30 - 8pm 

Families ages 8 and up. Join us for a tough but fun hike down to the overlook of the 

Potomac River and back. This hike will include stream crossings. $5. #632857-H 

 

PIONEER SPRING CHORES 

Saturday, Mar. 18, 10 - 11am 

Families ages 5 and up. Join us at the log house for spring cleaning! We'll beat the 

rugs, make twig brooms to sweep the floor, churn butter and more! $5. #632857-I 

 

CATCH WILD CRITTERS IN OUR PARK! 

Saturday, Apr. 1, 2 - 3:30pm 

Families ages 5 and up. Finally, your chance to take home some of the critters that 

are found in our park! We'll poke about and see what we can catch on this spring 

walk that just happens to be a bit over 2K long. Bring your own capturing devices; we 

have nets available but we found they didn't work that well… Free. #632857-J 

Long Branch Programs 
VANISHING VERNAL POOLS 

Sunday, Mar. 5, 2 - 3pm 

Families ages 6 and up. For wood frogs, spring peepers and spotted salamanders, 

spring comes early! They lay eggs in pools that dry out by summer, so they need to 

start the next generation before the last frost. We’ll meet these animals up close, 

then look for them and their eggs in our vernal pool. $5. #632957-A 

SECRETS OF SQUIRRELS 

Saturday, Mar. 18, 2 - 3:30pm 

Families ages 5 and up. Come learn about these furry rodents who share our 

backyards. How do they find the nuts they hide? Where do they raise their babies? 

Why are some squirrels black? We'll learn the answers in our classroom and on a fun 

nature hike. Free. #632957-K 

 

FAMILY BIRD WALK 

Saturday, Mar. 25, 8:30 - 10am 

Families ages 7 and up. Bird watching in the early spring is a great time to start - 

fewer species and no leaves to hide them! We’ll begin with birding basics: using 

binoculars and field guides, identifying, and finding birds. We’ll practice our new skills 

as we walk around the park. Beginners and experts welcomed. Loaner binoculars are 

available. Free. #632957-L 

The whole family is invited to join us at the Long Branch amphitheater or Gulf Branch fire ring for lots of old fashioned 

fun. These engaging programs will be filled with entertaining activities, that may include stories, live animal guests, games, 

and of course, S'mores! For information call the campfire location. $5.  

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632957
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NOTABLE NATURE 
Families ages 5 and up. Join us for lessons in nature 

journaling and sketching. We'll construct our own nature 

journals, hone our writing and drawing skills, and talk 

about the season during our hike. For information: 703-

228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. Free.  

 

Sunday, Mar. 12, 3 - 4pm #632957-H 

 

Sunday, Apr. 9, 3 - 4pm #632957-I 

 

Sunday, May 14, 3 - 4pm #632957-J 

Families ages 8 and up. Continue exploring Arlington's birding hot 

spots with our new bird watching series for families. We’ll visit 

different birding spots in Arlington throughout the year and build our 

County bird lists. Birders of all experience levels can participate and 

loaner binoculars are available. For information: 703-228-3403. Free. 

BARCROFT PARK 

Sat, Mar. 18, 8 - 9:30am 

4200 S Four Mile Run Drive,  

#632857-K 

 

POTOMAC OVERLOOK  

Sat., Apr. 29, 8 - 9:30am 

2845 Marcey Road, 

#632857-N 

POTOMAC OVERLOOK  

Sat., Apr. 15, 8 - 9:30am 

2845 Marcey Road, 

#632857-L 

 

FORT C.F. SMITH PARK 

Saturday, May 6, 8 - 9:30am 

2411 N 24th Street, 

#632857-O 

GULF BRANCH &  

OLD GLEBE PARKS 

Sat., Apr. 22, 8 - 9:30am 

3608 Military Road, 

#632857-M 

 

Birding Arlington! 

More Family Fun 
Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult. 

 

STORY FEST 
Sunday,  Apr. 23, 3 - 4pm 

Families ages 3 and up. The Arlington Spellbinders will unleash the 

power of oral storytelling with favorite tales from around the 

world. Since ancient times, this tradition has passed on wisdom, 

connected elders to youth and engaged the imagination. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. 

Free. #632957-M 

Familias a partir de 5 años. Registrar niños  

y adultos; Los niños deben estar 

acompañados por un adulto registrado. 

¡Vamos a celebrar los colores de la 

primavera con flores! Aprenderemos sobre 

las flores mientras trabajamos juntos para 

plantar algunas especies nativas en el 

parque. Se podrá llevar semillas a casa para 

iniciar su propio jardín. Para información: 

703-228-6535. Nos encontraremos en Long 

Branch Nature Center. Gratis. #632957-N  

Families ages 5 and up. Register children and 

adults; children must be accompanied by a 

registered adult. Let’s celebrate the colors 

of spring with flowers! We’ll learn about 

flowers while working together to plant 

some native species in the park. You will 

also get to take some seeds home to start 

your own garden. For information: 703-228-

6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. 

Free. #632957-N 

Los Colores de las Flores / The Colors of Flowers 
Sábado / Saturday, Mayo / May 6, 1:30 - 3pm 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=632957
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For Young Naturalists 
Register children only. Adults are welcome to attend, but not required to do so. 

Gulf Branch Programs 

RAISE A TADPOLE 

Saturday, Apr. 8, 10 - 11am 

Ages 9 to 14. Get ready to temporarily own a tadpole. Learn all about wood frogs 

and how to raise a healthy tadpole into a frog. We'll provide everything you'll need, 

then you return the supplies and the metamorphosed froglet when it's ready for 

release in the Gulf Branch woods. $5. #632827-D 

 

LIFE UNDER A LOG 

Thursday, Apr. 13, 2 - 3pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Fallen trees are homes to many creatures. Turning over a fallen log 

could reveal fungus, invertebrates and even small animals. We'll see these creatures 

up close and learn about their important roles in the forest ecosystem. $5.  

#632827-E 

 

SEASHELL WORKSHOP: ANIMALS WITH TWO SHELLS 

Saturday, Apr. 22, 1:30 - 2:30pm 

Ages 7 to 12. What do oysters, clams and scallops have in common? They have two 

shells! Learn about some of these mollusks and try your hand at opening a preserved 

oyster and discovering the pearl it created! $5. #632827-F 

 

SPRING BUG HUNT 

Wednesday, Apr. 26, 3:30 - 4:30pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Greet the return of invertebrates with a bug hunt to see who's back. 

We'll net in the pond, turn over logs and check every nook and cranny to see which 

of our buggy friends are back for the season. $5. #632827-G 

Long Branch Programs 
 

VEGGIE LAB 

Thursday, Mar. 2, 3 - 4pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Ever wonder why some edible plants are sweet, pulpy, gooey or full of 

seeds? We’ll be our own classroom scientists as we dissect different fruits and 

veggies, examine them under microscopes, and then eat them! $5. #632927-D 

 

DIGITAL NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY BY THE WATER 

Sunday, Mar. 26, 3 - 4:45pm 

Ages 8 to 15. Learn about local wildlife near the water’s edge and get some 

photography instruction. Stops will include Sparrow Pond, along the Four Mile Run 

and Long Branch streams. Bring the digital camera of your choice. $5. #632927-E 

 

YOGA AT THE PARK 

Sunday, Apr. 9, 10 - 10:45am 

Ages 7 to 10. We'll start with a hike to find animals in the park, then return to the 

nature center to practice poses that represent those animals, and end with a short 

relaxation. No prior experience needed, please wear exercise clothes, and bring a 

Yoga mat if you'd like. Free. #632927-F 

 

SPRING HERP HUNT 

Wednesday, Apr. 12, 10:30 - 11:30am 

Ages 6 to 10. We’ll search Long Branch’s ponds, streams and woods for salamanders, 

frogs, toads, snakes and turtles. Be ready for a creek walkin’, rock flippin’, log rollin’ 

good time as we find out which herps are back in action after winter. $5. #632927-G 

 

NATURE JOBS 

Wednesday, Apr. 19, 3:30 - 5pm 

Ages 11 to 14. Want a job working with nature? Meet with Naturalists and Resource 

Specialists to learn all about nature jobs such as teacher, ranger, advocate and more! 

We will begin indoors for a quick intro, then hit the trails to demonstrate what 

naturalists do for these jobs. Free. #632927-H 

  

NATURE CENTER ANIMAL CARE 

Wednesday, Apr. 26, 2:30 - 3:30pm 

Ages 8 to 12. Get a behind-the-scenes look at how we care for and feed our animals. 

You’ll get hands-on with cleaning, food prep and upkeep for our mammals, reptiles, 

amphibians, invertebrates and Turkey Vulture. We’ll even feed the snakes! Free. 

#632927-I 

FREE PLAY DAYS  
Ages 5 to 9. Give kids unstructured time they can call their own. 

Your child will love this chance to explore our woods, make mud 

pies, throw rocks in the creek and just be free. Free. 

Wednesday, Mar. 8  

3 - 4:30pm #632827-A 

Friday, Apr. 14 

2 - 3:30pm #632827-B 

Saturday, May 27  

2 - 3:30pm #632827-C 

 Survival Skills 
Ages 8 to 12. Learn hands-on traditional survival skills! $7 per class.  

Cordage 

       

Fri., Mar. 10, 4 - 5:15pm 

Learn how to wrangle 

and weave rope and 

other natural materials 

for making strands and 

tying knots so you'll 

never be left hanging! 

#632927-A 

 

Fire Building 

  

Fri., Mar. 31, 4 -5:15pm 

Start a fire and keep it 

alive! We will cover 

everything from where 

to place a fire pit, how 

to find tinder and a 

sparking rock, and 

making, then using, a 

bow drill. #632927-B 

Purifying Water 

  

Fri. Apr. 7, 4 - 5:15pm 

You can go days without 

food, but drinkable 

water is a survival 

priority! We’ll use 

different methods to 

collect and clean rain 

and creek water, then 

drink it! #632927-C 
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For Preschoolers & Tiny Tots  

Gulf Branch Nature Center 
 

EXCITING EGGS 

Share the excitement of spring as we learn about eggs 

and who is growing inside. Think all eggs are the same? 

We’ll “eggsplore” shapes, texture and color! 

Thursday, Mar. 2, 1 - 2pm #632817-A 

Friday, Mar. 3, 1 - 2pm #632817-B 

Tuesday, Mar. 7, 1 - 2pm #632817-C 

Thursday, Mar. 9, 1 - 2pm #632817-D 

 

CELEBRATE EARTH DAY! 

Join in the celebration of our fabulous earth - highlighting 

nature’s gifts. Come learn about stewardship and other 

ways to care for our planet. 

Tuesday, Apr. 4, 1 - 2pm #632817-E 

Thursday, Apr. 6, 1 - 2pm #632817-F 

Friday, Apr. 7, 1 - 2pm #632817-G 

Tuesday, Apr. 11, 1 - 2pm #632817-H 

 

REPTILE TAILS 

Come discover reptiles unique behaviors and traits! We 

will crawl our way through their evolution, shed a little 

light on their skin, and explore their habitats. 

Tuesday, May 2, 1 - 2pm #632817-I 

Wednesday, May 3, 1 - 2pm #632817-J 

Thursday, May 4, 1 - 2pm #632817-K 

Friday, May 5, 1 - 2pm #632817-L 

Long Branch Nature Center 
 

DIGGIN’ DINOSAURS 

Dig dinosaurs? Come uncover some clues about these 

prehistoric beasts! We’ll hike the park to find fossils and 

dig for dinosaur bones.   

Wednesday, Mar. 22, 10:30 - 11:30am #632917-A 

Thursday, Mar. 23, 10:30 - 11:30am #632917-B 

Friday, Mar. 24, 10:30 - 11:30am #632917-C 

Friday, Mar. 24, 4 - 5pm #632917-D 

 

APRIL SHOWERS 

We’ll have fun with rainy days learning why water comes 

down from the sky and how it affects the land. We’ll also 

make it “rain” in the creek!  

Wednesday, Apr. 19, 10:30 - 11:30am #632917-E 

Thursday, Apr. 20, 10:30 - 11:30am #632917-F 

Friday, Apr. 21, 10:30 - 11:30am #632917-G 

Friday, Apr. 21, 4 - 5pm #632917-H 

 

THINGS WITH WINGS 

Birds, bats and bugs have wings, but what about other 

animals? Who can “fly” underwater? Who “sings” with 

their wings? Find out as we explore the world of wings. 

Friday, May 19, 10:30 - 11:30am #632917-J 

Friday, May 19, 4 - 5pm #632917-K 

Wednesday, May 24, 10:30 - 11:30am #632917-L 

Saturday, May 27, 10 - 11am #632917-M 

Nature Storytime  
Ages 2 to 10. Register children only. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long 

Branch Nature Center. Free.  

 

TURTLE STORYTIME 

Tuesday, Mar. 14, 10:30 - 11am 

We'll read books and sing songs all about these 

shelled reptiles and their friends. #632917-N 

 

SNAKES STORYTIME 

Tuesday, Apr. 18, 10:30 - 11am 

Slither on over for stories and more all about our 

elongated, slinky neighbors. #632917-O 

 

FABLE STORYTIME 

Tuesday, May 16, 10:30 - 11am 

We'll read Aesop's timeless stories about animals 

and the lessons they teach us. #632917-P 

TINY TOT NATURE FUN! 

Ages 18 to 35 months. Introduce your child to 

nature. These programs are designed to help 

children and caregivers feel comfortable exploring 

and enjoying our natural world. Caregivers must 

stay with their child. $5.  

 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

Wednesday, Mar. 1, 10 - 10:45am #632817-M 

Friday, Mar. 3, 10 - 10:45am #632817-N 

Saturday, Mar. 4, 10 - 10:45am #632817-O 

 

Saturday, Apr. 1, 10 - 10:45am #632817-P 

Friday, Apr. 7, 10 - 10:45am #632817-Q 

Wednesday, Apr. 12, 10 - 10:45am #632817-R 

 

Friday, May 5, 10 - 10:45am #632817-S 

Wednesday, May 17, 10 - 10:45am #632817-T 

Wednesday, May 24, 10 - 10:45am #632817-U 

 

Long Branch Nature Center 

Thursday, Mar. 16, 10 - 10:45am #632917-R 

Friday, Mar. 17, 10 - 10:45am #632917-S 

Saturday, Mar. 18, 10:30 - 11:15am #632917-T 

 

Wednesday, Apr. 26, 10 - 10:45am #632917-U 

Thursday, Apr. 27, 10 - 10:45am #632917-V 

Friday, Apr. 28, 10 - 10:45am #632917-W 

 

Tuesday, May 9, 10 - 10:45am #632917-X 

Thursday, May 18, 10 - 10:45am #632917-Y 

Thursday, May 25, 10 - 10:45am #632917-Z 

PRESCHOOL NATURE EXPLORERS 

Ages 3 to 5. Preschoolers can actively explore their natural world with programs that build the 

foundation for a lifetime of wonder, appreciation and discovery. Hands-on interactive learning, crafts, 

mini hikes and nature play provide a fun and engaging experience for your children. Caregivers can leave 

the classroom but must remain in the building. $5. 

Signs of Spring Stroll 

Sunday, Mar. 12, 10 - 10:45am 

Ages 3 to 5. Register children only, but caregivers must attend. Let’s celebrate the start 

of spring by finding signs of the season on a fun nature walk in our woods. Dress for the 

weather as we will be outside the whole time. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at 

Long Branch Nature Center. $5. #632917-Q 
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REGISTRATION OPENS for Arlington residents 

Tuesday, February 14. Non-resident registration 

opens Wednesday, February 15.  

Registration deadline: Participants must register by 

4pm the day before a program. The day of the 

program, please call the program site if you have not 

yet registered to check availability. 

HOW TO REGISTER: 

Online: If you have a digital SNAG, click on the 

hyperlinked program number and you will 

automatically go to program registration. You can 

also register online by going to 

registration.arlingtonva.us. You can browse our 

offerings as a ‘Guest’, but you must log in to register 

for a program. If you do not have an account, you 

can create one online or call 703-228-4747 for help. 

By Phone: Call the Registration Office at 703-228-

4747, Monday to Friday, between 8am and 5pm. 

In Person: Visit the Registration Office at 3700 S. 

Four Mile Run Drive, Arlington, VA 22206, Monday 

to Friday, between 8am and 5pm. 

FEES 

The listed fee is per participant unless otherwise 

stated. Most program fees are charged at 

registration. Some program fees will be charged at 

the program site (cash or check only, no credit cards 

please.) See program write-up for details. 

WE DON’T WANT FEES TO BE A BARRIER 

All Arlington County Parks and Recreation programs 

and services are eligible for fee reduction except for 

personal training, private swim classes for adults, 

adult leagues and facility rentals. Any member in a 

household that has qualified for a fee reduction can 

receive a fee reduction for classes and programs 

with advance registration and payment. We cannot 

give fee reductions for onsite payments, such as at 

special events. Questions? Visit parks.arlingtonva.us 

and search “fee reduction” or call 703-228-4747. 

CANCELLATIONS 

Notify us at 703-228-4747 or email us as soon as 

possible so we may contact someone from the 

waiting list. Cancellations on the day of the program 

should be made directly with the program site. 

REFUNDS 

Full refunds will be automatically processed within 

30 days when classes are canceled by Parks and 

Recreation due to weather, insufficient enrollment 

or other unforeseen reasons.  Transfers from one 

program section to another may be requested 

through the Registration Office at 703-228-4747, 

prior to the start of the program. No refunds or 

credits if participants are unable to attend a 

program.    

WEATHER 

Indoor programs are cancelled in conjunction with 

the Arlington County’s school closings policy. 

Outdoor programs may be cancelled due to rain or 

other inclement weather. Call nature centers for 

more information. 

MODIFICATIONS 

We can provide reasonable modifications for people 

with disabilities upon request. Advanced notice is 

welcomed. Please call: 703-228-4740. TTY 711.  
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Want to beautify your yard? Then it is time to go native! We are offering a great selection of plants that are 

accustomed to local climate and wildlife. We have gorgeous natives for sun to shade, and even deer-resistant plants. 

This spring we are offering trees and shrubs as well as perennials in our Pre-order Sale! See our order form for more 

information and to pre-order your plants today.  

The order form can be emailed to you, picked up at either nature center or you can order online at:  

registration.arlingtonva.us. On the day of the sale we’ll also have a wider selection to choose from on-site. Payment can 

be made by cash, check or credit card. For information: 703-228-6535. 

Native Plant Sale 
Long Branch Nature Center 

Saturday, April 29, 1-4pm 

How to Sign Up! 

 

International Migratory Bird Day Festival 
Saturday, May 13, 9 - 11am 

 

Families. Register children and adults; children must be 

accompanied by a registered adult. Tiny hummingbirds and fierce 

osprey are all migrating back from South America. Come learn 

about these and other fabulous flyers with hands-on activities, 

games, crafts, bird walks and more! For information: 703-228-3403. 

Meet at Lacey Woods Park Picnic Shelter, 1200 N George Mason 

Drive, Arlington. No registration required. Free. 

Arlington Bioblitz 
Saturday, May 20, 9am - 5pm 
Adults, Families, and Teens. Celebrate Arlington’s diversity by helping us 

conduct a citizen science inventory of plants and wildlife during a 24 hour 

period that will help shape the County’s updating of its Natural Resources 

Management Plan. Participating in the Bioblitz is a great way to explore 

parks and natural areas to experience the wildlife and flora of Arlington. 

We will team participants with experts to help find, identify and catalog 

plant and animal life. Novices are welcomed. Please let us know if you 

would like to be a team leader or participant. For information and to 

register please call Alonso Abugattas at 703-228-7742 or email 

aabugattas@arlingtonva.us. Free. 

Check in at 9am;  

Race starts at 10am 

Lower Bluemont Park              

Picnic Shelter 

North 4th St Entrance 

Turtle Trot 5K is now under the Office for Teens, Teens 

Making a Difference program, a youth-led community 

service program that offers life skills, community projects, 

and special events for teens. For more information, 

contact the Office for Teens at 703-228-7780. 

Turtle Trot 5K         
Saturday, May 13 

Register at 

registration.arlingtonva.us  

#722017-01  

Adults $30; Kids 12 and 

under $15 

This is a chip-timed race 

on a certified course. 

More than a Trail Run!  

Festivities include a “real” turtle 

race, educational booths, games 

and fun for the whole family! 

https://parks.arlingtonva.us/
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