SPRING 2018

SPRING INTO GREAT
NATURE PROGRAMS!

Arlington Salamanders
REGISTRATION BEGINS

February 13, 2018

S

heltered beneath old logs, in
woodpiles, underneath stream rocks,
or in quiet ponds, salamanders
manage to hang on in our urban county. Small,
with relatively limited mobility and no
protective scales or shell, city life is a challenge
for these amphibians. As with their frog
relatives, most salamanders start life in the
water as tadpoles and live on land as adults.
Salamanders have soft, moist, permeable skin,
which water and chemicals can pass through,
making them vulnerable to pesticides and other
pollutants in urban environments.
The most common salamander in Arlington is
the Eastern Red-backed Salamander. As the
name suggests, many Red-backed Salamanders
have a broad reddish (sometimes yellow) stripe
down their backs. Others, though, are all dark
gray or black and are called Lead-backed forms.
Red-backed Salamanders can be found in
backyards and gardens, especially in old wood
piles. Unlike most salamanders, Red-backed lay
their eggs on land and the young hatch out
looking like miniature adults. Females usually
stay with the eggs until they hatch.

Spotted Salamanders are relatively large,
reaching eight inches and can live for a decade
or more. They have dark bodies spangled with
bright yellow to orange spots. Spotteds spend
most of their lives underground but come to
small, temporary breeding pools in late
February or early March to mate and lay eggs.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

A small population of Northern Red
Salamanders lives around a little spring in the
northern part of the County, not far from Four
Mile Run. This is the only known remaining
population in Arlington. They are spectacular
orange to red salamanders with black spots and
can grow to up to seven inches long. Their
Arlington habitat is on private land safely
protected by the property owners.
Two other species recently recorded in
Arlington include Three-lined and Northern
Dusky Salamanders, though these are probably
rare. Arlington County Naturalist are leading
programs for the 2018 Nature City Challenge
at Gulf Branch and Barcroft Parks and will look
for and count species of reptiles and
amphibians, including salamanders. See pg. 2 or
contact us for details and training opportunities.

Sign up to receive THE SNAG and find other information about
our nature and conservation programs at parks.arlingtonva.us.
GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER

FORT C.F. SMITH PARK

3608 N. Military Road

625 S. Carlin Springs Road

2411 N. 24th Street

Arlington, VA 22207

Arlington, VA 22204

Arlington, VA 22207

703-228-3403
gulfbranch@arlingtonva.us

703-228-6535
longbranch@arlingtonva.us

703-228-7033
dfarner@arlingtonva.us

Volunteer and More!
R. I. P. - REMOVE INVASIVE PLANTS!
Adults, teens, and families ages 8 and up. Want to restore habitat and increase native species
diversity right here in Arlington? Work parties are held every month and are making a real
difference, with the return of ferns and wildflowers, and the animals that depend on them, in
areas once covered in destructive invasive plants. Help make it happen! Call nature centers for
information. No registration is required.

Second Saturdays
Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center

Third Sundays
Meet at Long Branch Nature Center

Saturday, Mar. 10, 9:30 - 11:30am
Saturday, Apr. 14, 9:30 - 11:30am
Saturday, May 12, 9:30 - 11:30am

Sunday, Mar. 18, 2 - 4pm
Sunday, Apr. 15, 2 - 4pm
Sunday, May 20, 2 - 4pm

Annual Four Mile Run Stream Cleanup
Saturday, Mar. 10, 10am - 1pm
Adults, teens, and families ages 8 and up. Arlington County Park
Rangers are calling on volunteers to help clean Four Mile Run at

0168 or bcaviness@arlingtonva.us or visit parks.arlingtonva.us
and search “stream cleanup.” No Registration Required.

Take a Deep Dive into natural history. $5.
INSECT METAMORPHOSIS
Thursday, Mar. 8, 8 - 9pm
Explore metamorphosis with different insects. #632848-A
SPRING EPHEMERALS
Thursday, Apr. 12, 8 - 9pm
How does anatomy and symbiosis help with survival? #632848-B
EELS
Thursday, May 10, 8 - 9pm
Follow their journey from the Sargasso Sea. #632848-C

WHY YOUR DOG SHOULD BE ON A LEASH:
•

Leashes protect dogs from getting

•

lost and other hazards.

•

Unleashed dogs intimidate parks
visitors depriving them of the
peace the park provides.

Leashes help pet handlers keep
dogs out of dangerous situations like running in the street, chasing
wildlife or attacking another dog
or animal.

Madison Manor, Glencarlyn, Barcroft and Shirlington Parks and by
Arlington Mill Community Center. Volunteers should wear
waterproof boots and bring gloves. Bags will be provided. An
adult must accompany volunteers under 18 years old. For
information contact Arlington County Park Rangers at 703-525-

DEEP DIVE

•

Arlington County Code (Article II
- 2.4, 2.5, 2.6) states you must
keep your dog on a leash at all
times unless in a designated area.

DON’T FORGET TO CLEAN UP AFTER YOUR PET!
Animal concerns, questions and violations can be directed to:
PARK RANGER UNIT - 601 N Manchester Street, Arlington, 703-228-6525
For a full list of rules and regulations: parks.arlingtonva.us search “dog parks”

City Nature Challenge, April 27 - 30
Join Arlington County naturalists in a fun, global challenge that includes over 75
cities worldwide to see which city can document the most species during April
27 - 30. Join an event or make observations on your own using the iNaturalist
app to post photos of plants or animals, and the community will help identify
which species it is. Any observation in the D.C. area (that’s the “city” Arlington
is listed in) will count during the four day challenge after joining the D.C. City
Nature Challenge project. Learn more at parks.arlingtonva.us or on
iNaturalist.org and search “City Nature Challenge, D.C.” Free.
Barcroft Park - 4200 S Four Mile Run Drive, Arlington
Friday, April 27, 10 - 11:30am, RSVP to naturalresources@arlingtonva.us
Gulf Branch Nature Center
Friday, April 27, 2 - 3:30pm #632858-L

Turtle Trot 5K
Saturday, May 12
Check in: 9am
Race starts: 10am @ Lower Bluemont Park
Picnic Shelter, North 4th St Entrance

722018-01 for single runners
722018-02 for groups
Adults: $30
Kids 12 & under: $15
This is a chip-timed race on
a certified course.
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More than a Trail Run!
Festivities include a “real” turtle
race, educational booths, games
and fun for the whole family!
Turtle Trot 5K is now
under the Office for
Teens’ Teens Making a
Difference program, a
youth-led community
service program offering
life skills, community
projects and special events
for teens. For information,
call 703-228-7780.

The SNAG — Arlington County’s Guide to Nature and History Programs

TEENS AGES 16 AND UP ARE WELCOME, BUT MUST
BE ACCOMPANIED BY A REGISTERED ADULT.

HALF MOON HIKE
Friday, Mar. 23, 7:30 - 8:30pm
The half moon is the best time for viewing the moon
with a telescope - come find out why during an early
spring hike in the forest. Then we’ll enjoy hot chocolate
indoors! For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf
Branch Nature Center. $5. #632848-E
LIFE UNDER THE LENS - MOSSES
Saturday, Mar. 24, 3 - 5pm
We'll take a close up look at mosses in the field and
under the microscope, learning about their natural
history, characteristics and identify some of our most
common species. Bring a 10x loupe, pencil and
notebook. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long
Branch Nature Center. $10. #632948-D

Nature Study for Adults
BIRDING ARLINGTON BY BIKE CHAMPION TREES BIKE RIDE
Saturday, Apr. 28, 8:30am - 12:45pm
Join Arlington Regional Master Naturalists for a bicycle
ride around Arlington during spring bird migration. We'll
stop at 4 or 5 of Arlington's hotspots to see how many
species of birds we can observe on this 22 - mile
ride. Beginning birders are welcome. Please bring your
own bicycle toolkit including flat tire repair items.
Non-bicyclists are invited to join the group at 10am at
Fort C.F. Smith, where a local naturalist will lead the
group in looking for birds there. The bike ride may end
around 12:45pm, but could vary. For information:
armn.org/contact-us. Meet at the parking lot of Barcroft
Community Center, 4200 S Four Mile Run Drive.

Saturday, May 12, 10am - 12pm
See Arlington’s trees while riding over mostly level,
paved pathways, stopping at points of natural and
environmental interest along the way. The route will pass
by county and state champion trees. Bring your own
bike, water, snacks and repair kit. Teens ages 12 and up
are welcome, but must be accompanied by a registered
adult. For information: 703-228-1863. Meet at the
Caboose at Bluemont Junction Park,
744 N Emerson Street, Arlington. Free. #632948-H

(Rain date: Sunday, Apr. 29). No registration required.

LICHENS 101
Saturday, Apr. 7, 10am - 12pm
Join lichenologist Manuela Dal Forno, a National Science
Foundation Postdoctoral Research Fellow, as she reveals
the inner workings of lichens. We'll start indoors with a
short intro, then hike to ID local lichens. Bring hand
lenses. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long
Branch Nature Center. $10. #632948-E

Birding Trips Afield

TURN YOUR LENS ON ARLINGTON WILDLIFE
Saturday, Apr. 21, 10am - 12pm
Learn how to photograph wildlife and get memorable
images. Please bring a digital camera with at least a 10x
zoom lens or equivalent. Two-part course, with small
group follow-up sessions to be scheduled between
students and instructor. For information: 703-228-6535.
Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. $10. #632948-F

BIRDING THE DELAWARE SHORE
Tuesday, Mar. 13, 7am - 5pm
Join us on this excursion to the Delaware shore where
stops may include Prime Hook National Wildlife Refuge,
Mispillion Lighthouse and the Indian River Inlet. $48.
#632848-D

TRILLIUM TREK
Friday, Apr. 27, 8:30am - 4pm
Travel to Linden, VA to see one of the largest Great
White Trillium displays in the world! This area is
resplendent with many wildflowers, including native
orchids and a variety of wildlife. Participants should
dress for the weather and hiking, bring a bag lunch and
drink. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet our vans at
the Lubber Run Community Center, 300 N Park Drive,
Arlington. $40. #632848-G
BARCROFT MAGNOLIA BOG TOUR
Friday, May 4, 10am - 1pm
Explore a globally rare plant community – rediscovered

Come birding with us! Participants should dress for the weather and bring binoculars, a bag lunch,
a drink and snacks for the day. The trips may include walking over uneven terrain and gentle
slopes. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet our vans at the Lubber Run Community Center,
300 N. Park Drive, Arlington.

BIRDING VIRGINIA'S NORTHERN NECK
Tuesday, Apr. 24, 7:30am - 5pm
Journey to Westmoreland County where stops will
include Westmoreland State Park and George
Washington's Birthplace. We may see early migrant
songbirds and warblers at these Northern Neck
destinations. $48. #632848-F

Join members of the Northern Virginia Bird Club on the first Wednesday of each month for one or all of these free,
informal walks through Long Branch and Glencarlyn Parks in search of resident and migratory birds. Both
experienced and beginning birders welcome. Bring binoculars and field guides if you have them. For information:
703-228-6535. Meet at the parking lot at Long Branch Nature Center. Free.

fifteen years ago right here in Arlington. Botanist Rod
Simmons and Arlington Natural Resources Manager
Alonso Abugattas will lead the tour and share the

TURTLE FIRST AID

information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Barcroft
Community Center by the parking garage, 4200 S Four
Mile Run Drive, Arlington. $15. #632848-I
WARBLERS FOR BEGINNERS
Sunday, May 6, 8 - 11am
The woods around Long Branch provide a great
stopover for migrating warblers. We’ll take advantage of
that to learn warbler ID basics through a brief lecture
and in the field. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at
Long Branch Nature Center. $10. #632948-G

Spring 2018

BIRDING RILEY'S LOCK
Tuesday, May 15, 7am - 1pm
Join us to search for Prothonotary Warblers and other
nesting migratory songbirds at Riley's Lock on the C&O
Canal. We'll also talk about the canal's history and its
transformation from transportation route to recreational
resource. For information: 703-228-6535. $38. #632948-I

BIRD WALKS

Wednesday, Mar. 7,
8:30 - 11am #632948-A

challenges and successes in conserving and restoring this
hidden gem. Terrain may be uneven and muddy. For

WARBLERS OF THE BLUE RIDGE
Tuesday, May 8, 7am - 5pm
Warblers and other songbirds use the Blue Ridge for
nesting and migrating. We'll search for Cerulean,
Kentucky, Hooded and other warblers, as well as
grosbeaks, tanagers, thrushes and vireos along wildflower
laden trails. $48. #632848-H

Wednesday, Apr. 4,
8:30 - 11am #632948-B

Saturday, March 3, 10am - 5pm

Do you need CE credits or want to learn about local
turtles? Join rehabilitators and vets in this 6 hour session
to learn the basics of care for rescued local turtles.

Wednesday, May 2,
8:30 - 11am #632948-C

To register go to: wildliferescueleague.org
Bring snacks and lunch. Teens ages 15 and up are
welcome, but must be accompanied by a registered adult.
For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch
Nature Center. $35 for both sessions.

Morning Session: Turtle Care Intro covers natural
history, diet, housing, common illnesses and injuries, and
how to help wild turtles.
Afternoon Session: Turtle First Aid with veterinarians
Dr. Romo and Dr. Hammer on how to recognize and
handle a variety of issues with sick and injured turtles.
We'll also do hands-on diagnosing with live turtles.
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For Nature-Loving Families
Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult.

Campfire Evening Magic
The whole family is invited to join us at the Long Branch amphitheater or Gulf Branch fire ring for lots of old
fashioned fun. These engaging programs will be filled with entertaining activities that may include stories, live
animal guests, games, and of course, S'mores! For information call the campfire location. $5.
Gulf Branch Nature Center

Long Branch Nature Center

Singing Frogs and Toads Campfire
Saturday, Mar. 10, 7 - 8pm #632858-A

Night Senses Campfire
Saturday, Apr. 21, 7 - 8pm #632958-A

Silent Salamanders Campfire
Saturday, Mar. 24, 7 - 8pm #632858-B

Pollywogs Campfire
Saturday, Apr. 28, 7 - 8pm #632958-B

First Flowers Campfire
Saturday, Apr. 14, 7 - 8pm #632858-C

Animal Moms & Dads Campfire
Friday, May 11, 7 - 8pm #632958-C

Spring Awakening Campfire
Friday, Apr. 20, 7 - 8pm #632858-D

Crystal Campfire
Saturday, May 19, 7 - 8pm #632958-D

The Tallest & Smallest Campfire
Saturday, May 5, 7 - 8pm #632858-E
Terrific Turtle Campfire
Saturday, May 26, 7 - 8pm #632858-F

Gulf Branch Programs

Long Branch Programs

PIONEER SPRING CHORES
Saturday, Mar. 3, 1 - 2pm
Families ages 5 and up. Join us at the log house for spring cleaning! We'll beat the
rugs, make twig brooms to sweep the floor, plant peas and more! $5. #632858-G

MARCH MARCH
Friday, Mar. 2, 3 - 4:30pm
Families ages 5 and up. Come march over hill and dale with us in search of signs of
spring. Wear sturdy shoes, as we may go off the trails at times. Free. #632958-H

SPRING AMPHIBIANS LETTERBOXING TRAIL
Wednesday, Apr. 11, 3:30 - 5pm
Families ages 5 and up. Letterboxing is the low-tech version of geocaching; solving
clues and following directions to find hidden caches. Follow our trail of clues to learn
about the wood frogs and spotted salamanders in our parks. $5. #632858-H

FAMILY BIRD WALK
Saturday, Mar. 24, 8:30 - 9:30am
Families ages 7 and up. Bird watching in the early spring is a great time to start fewer species and no leaves to hide them! We’ll begin with birding basics: using
binoculars and field guides, identifying, and finding birds, then practice our new skills.
Beginners and experts welcomed. Loaner binoculars are available. Free. #632958-I

EARTH DAY BIRD WALK
Saturday, Apr. 21, 8 - 9:30am
Families ages 7 and up. Celebrate Earth Day early with a day of birding. We’ll begin
with birding basics: using binoculars and field guides, identifying, and finding birds,
then practice our new skills. Beginners and experts welcome. Loaner binoculars are
available. Free. #632858-I

SECRETS OF SQUIRRELS
Saturday, Apr. 7, 2 - 3:30pm
Families ages 5 and up. Come learn about these furry rodents who share our
backyards. How do they find the nuts they hide? Where do they raise their babies?
Why are some squirrels black? We'll learn the answers in our classroom and on a fun
nature hike. Free. #632958-L

INATURALIST FOR FAMILIES
Saturday, Apr. 21, 10 - 11:30am
Families ages 8 and up. The iNaturalist app and community can help you identify that
mystery plant, insect, spider, reptile, bird or other organism that has you stumped.
We'll start with a quick introduction to iNaturalist on your smart device, then head
outside! Your observations and photos can contribute to a much larger scientific
snapshot of the natural world. Free. #632858-J

EGG-CELLENT EGGS-PEDITION
Wednesday, Apr. 11, 3 - 4pm
Families ages 5 and up. Spring is in full swing! The birds are singing and laying eggs, but
they aren't the only ones. We'll hike the park to see how many different eggs we can
find and meet some critters that lay eggs too! Free. #632958-M

MEMORIAL MOON HIKE
Monday, May 28, 8 - 9pm
Families ages 5 and up. Discover our trails in a whole new way! Under the glow of a
full moon come out to hike with us and enjoy the first fireflies and the night life of the
forest. $5. #632858-N

SPRING PEEPER PROWLS

ADAPTIVE FAMILY HIKES

Families ages 5 and up. Hop on over and
join the fun as we learn about and search
for these tiny tree frogs and other
amphibians during this sunset hike. $5.

Families. All are welcome to join us on a
leisurely paced walk through a park. The
trails will be accessible for a fun hike to
explore whatever we discover. Free.

Friday, Mar. 30, 7 - 8pm #632958-J

Long Branch Nature Center
Sunday, Apr. 29, 1:30 - 3pm #632958-O

Friday, Apr. 6, 7 - 8pm #632958-K
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Huntley Meadows Park
3701 Lockheed Blvd, Alexandria, VA
Sunday, May 20, 1:30 - 3pm #632958-Q
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More History and Nature Programs
Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult.

CIVIL WAR DISCOVERIES

Ages 7 to 11. Enlist in our Civil War Army! $5.
For information: 703-228-7033. Meet at Fort C.F. Smith Park.
INFANTRY DRILLS
Wednesday, Mar. 28, 9 - 10am
Using replica wood rifles we'll learn how
to "load in nine times" and how to march
as a well-drilled unit conducting skirmish
drills. #632728-A

BUILD A FORT
Thursday, Mar. 29, 9 - 10am
We'll investigate how and why forts were
built in Arlington during the Civil War.
Then we'll work as a team to design forts
to defend the city. #632728-C

SKIRMISH DRILLS
Wednesday, Mar. 28, 11am - 12pm
Skirmishers played a special role in Civil
War armies. Learn their functions and
practice their drills. #632728-B

ARTILLERY DRILLS
Thursday, Mar. 29, 11am - 12pm
Learn to work as a team as we load and
aim a replica Civil War cannon. We'll talk
about the types of artillery used in the
Civil War and "bombard" a replica fort.
#632728-D

ARLINGTON PARKS PROGRAMS, 703-228-7033
FORT ETHAN ALLEN
PARK WALKING TOUR
Sat., Mar. 17, 12 - 12:45pm
Families ages 7 and up.
Fort Ethan Allen was built
by the Union Army in
September 1861, to
command the approach to
Chain Bridge, and has the
most extensive remaining
features of any Civil War
fort in Arlington. We'll
explore the earthworks
and discuss how and why
the fort was built. Meet at
3829 N. Stafford Street,
Arlington. Free. #632758-A

FORT C.F. SMITH
WALKING TOURS
Families ages 7 and up.
Fort C.F. Smith was one of

BIRDING FORT C.F.
SMITH
Sat, May 19, 8 - 9:30am
Families ages 7 and up.

the last Union forts built to Bird watching in late spring
protect Washington during provides opportunities to
the Civil War. We'll learn see many exciting species.
about the park's history,

We’ll begin with birding

role of the Fort and the
soldiers stationed there in

basics: using binoculars and
field guides, identifying, and

the Civil War. Terrain will

finding birds, then practice

be uneven and possibly
muddy. Free.

our new skills. Beginners
and experts welcomed.

Saturday, Apr. 7, 9 - 10am

Loaner binoculars are

#632758-B
Saturday, May 5, 9 - 10am

available. For information:
703-228-3403. Free.

#632758-C

#632858-M

go camping!
NOTABLE NATURE Let’s
Sat., Apr. 21, 4:30pm - Sun., Apr. 22, 9:30am
Families ages 5 and up. Join us for lessons in nature journaling
and sketching. We'll construct our own nature journals, hone

our writing and drawing skills, and talk about the season during
our hike. Includes an optional 15 minutes of practice time
following the one hour program. For information: 703-228-6535.
Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. $5.
Sunday, Mar. 11, 3 - 4:15pm
#632958-E
Sunday, Apr. 15, 3 - 4:15pm
#632958-F
Sunday, May 13, 3 - 4:15pm
#632958-G

Families ages 5 and up. Your family is
invited to join us at Bluemont Park for this
introduction to camping OUTDOORS
OVERNIGHT! Set up your tent (our tentelves can assist) then enjoy some free time
for relaxing or exploring the park. Bring a
picnic dinner and nature center staff will
lead you in songs, stories and S'mores
around the campfire. The next morning
we'll provide breakfast before breaking
camp. B.Y.O.T. (tent) if you have one. If
not, we have family-sized loaner tents
available for an additional $25, paid in cash
on site. For information: 703-228-3403.
Meet at Bluemont Park. $15. #632858-K

Los Colores de las Flores / The Colors of Flowers
Domingo, Mayo / Sunday, May 13, 1 - 2:30pm
Familias a partir de 5 años. ¡Vamos a celebrar

STORY FEST
Sunday, Apr. 22, 3 - 4pm
Families ages 4 and up. The Arlington Spellbinders will unleash the
power of oral storytelling with favorite tales from around the world.
Since ancient times, this tradition has passed on wisdom, connected
elders to youth and engaged the imagination. For information:
703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. Free. #632958-N

los colores de la primavera con flores!
Aprenderemos sobre las flores mientras
trabajamos juntos para plantar algunas
especies nativas en el parque. Se podrá llevar
semillas a casa para iniciar su propio jardín.
Para información: 703-228-6535. Nos
encontraremos en Long Branch Nature
Center. Gratis. #632958-P
Families ages 5 and up. Let’s celebrate the
colors of spring with flowers! We’ll learn
about flowers while working together to
plant some native species in the park. You
will also get to take some seeds home to
start your own garden. For information:
703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch. Free.
#632958-P

Spring 2018
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For Young Naturalists
Register children only. Adults are welcome to attend, but not required to do so.

Gulf Branch Programs

Long Branch Programs

FREE PLAY DAYS

NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY CLOSE-UP!
Sunday, Mar. 25, 2:30 - 4:30pm
Ages 10 to 14. Photograph nature using the close-up settings or lenses on your
camera. We'll give nature photography tips and photograph objects and animals
inside the nature center and outdoors on a hike. Participants are welcome to bring
camera supplies of their choice. $7. #632928-G

Ages 5 to 9. Give kids unstructured time they can call their own. Your child
will love this chance to explore our woods, make mud pies, throw rocks in
the creek and just be free. Free.

TOTEM ANIMALS
Friday, Apr. 20, 4 - 5pm
Ages 6 to 10. Discover your totem animal by your birthday and we’ll decorate the
trees to become totem poles with natural soil clay, colorful modeling clay and
crystals from the creek. $5. #632928-H

Sat., Mar. 10, 1 - 2:30pm

Sat., Apr. 14, 1 - 2:30pm

Sat., May 5, 1 - 2:30pm

#632828-A

#632828-B

#632828-C

SPRING HERP HUNT
Saturday, Apr. 28, 2 - 3pm
Ages 6 to 10. We’ll search Long Branch’s ponds, streams and woods for salamanders,
frogs, toads, snakes and turtles. Be ready for a creek walkin’, rock flippin’, log rollin’
good time as we find out which herps are back in action after winter. $5. #632928-I

TOUR THE SOLAR SYSTEM
Wednesday, Mar. 14, 3:30 - 4:30pm
Ages 8 to 12. Earth getting too crowded? The universe is a big place, so let's see if we
can find somewhere else with a little more elbow room. Explore the eight planets of
our solar system, and Pluto, through interactive activities that compare travel
distance, weather conditions, size and the lengths of days and years. $5. #632828-F
RAISE A SHARK!
Sunday, Apr. 1, 1 - 2pm
Ages 5 to 14. Take home your own shark! Or just a piece, like a one-inch or larger
tooth from our collection. Learn about these apex predators, ID any shark teeth you
own and see how good YOU are at catching fish. $5. #632828-G
RAISE A TADPOLE
Friday, Apr. 13, 4 - 5pm
Ages 9 to 14. Get ready to temporarily own a tadpole. Learn all about wood frogs
and how to raise a healthy tadpole into a frog. We'll provide everything you'll need,
then you return the supplies and the metamorphosed froglet when it's ready for
release in the Gulf Branch woods. $5. #632828-H

TRAIL MAPPING
Saturday, May 12, 2:30 - 3:30pm
Ages 8 to 12. Kids can make their own map of the trails in Glencarlyn Park using
compasses, landmarks and pacing skills while we traverse our way across the
different habitats of the park. We’ll also use our printed trail maps to cheat a little.
Free. #632928-J
VISIT OUR ANIMAL HOSPITAL
Come visit our rescued animals and see how we medically treat them. We have
recovering reptiles and amphibians that need care and your help. $5.
Ages 6 to 9: Saturday, Mar. 24, 1:30 - 2:30pm #632928-E
Ages 10 to 14: Saturday, May 19, 2:30 - 3:30pm #632928-F

Survival Skills
Ages 8 to 12. Learn hands-on traditional survival skills! $5 per class.

FABULOUS FEET
Saturday, May 26, 4 - 5pm
Ages 6 to 10. Are you brave enough for a 'barefoot' hike? Take those shoes off and
see what you can learn from your own feet and from animals who walk on tiptoes,
have claws and pads, or backward-pointing toes. $5. #632828-I

Purifying Water

Edible plants

Friday, Mar. 23, 4 - 5pm
You can go days without food, but
drinkable water is a survival priority!
We’ll use different methods to collect
and clean rain and creek water, then
drink it! #632928-A

Friday, May 11, 4 - 5pm
From fruits to shoots and weeds to
seeds, learn which plants are good to
eat. Some tasty roots hide
underground, too! #632928-B

ANIMAL PAJAMA PARTY!
Ages 2 to 10. Register child only, but caregivers must attend. Dress in
your coziest pajamas and bring a stuffed animal friend to the nature
center to listen to stories and learn about wildlife at night. $5.

Gulf Branch Nature Center
Friday, Mar. 2, 6:30 - 7:30pm
#632818-V
6

Long Branch Nature Center
Friday, Apr. 6, 6:30 - 7:30pm
#632918-Y
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For Preschoolers & Tiny Tots
PRESCHOOL NATURE EXPLORERS
Ages 3 to 5. Preschoolers can actively explore their natural world with programs that build the
foundation for a lifetime of wonder, appreciation and discovery. Hands-on interactive learning,
crafts, mini hikes and nature play provide a fun and engaging experience for your children.
Caregivers must stay with their child. $5.

Gulf Branch Nature Center

Long Branch Nature Center

NIGHT SKY
Join us as we explore the night sky - including many
stars, our sun and our moon. We’ll learn about
constellations and even design one of our own.
Thursday, Mar. 1, 1 - 2pm #632818-A
Tuesday, Mar. 6, 1 - 2pm #632818-B
Thursday, Mar. 8, 1 - 2pm #632818-C
Friday, Mar. 9, 1 - 2pm #632818-D

LUCKY PLANTS
Four leaf clovers aren't the only plants that are a sign of
good luck. Come explore plant folklore with activities
and a nature hike to find some lucky plants.
Friday, Mar. 16, 10:30 - 11:30am #632918-A
Tuesday, Mar. 20, 10:30 - 11:30am #632918-B
Wednesday, Mar. 21, 1 - 2pm #632918-C
Thursday, Mar. 22, 4 - 5pm #632918-D

SHARK ATTACK!
Sharks play a significant role in the ocean’s food web.
We will study this important apex ocean predator,
examine a shark’s jaw, learn about their skin, and more.
Tuesday, Apr. 3, 1 - 2pm #632818-E
Thursday, Apr. 5, 1 - 2pm #632818-F
Friday, Apr. 6, 1 - 2pm #632818-G
Thursday, Apr. 12, 10 - 11am #632818-H

POND LIFE
The pond is bursting with life in spring! We'll explore
things with wings, things that slither, and things that
swim in this busy habitat.
Tuesday, Apr. 17, 10:30 - 11:30am #632918-E
Wednesday, Apr. 18, 1 - 2pm #632918-F
Friday, Apr. 20, 10:30 - 11:30am #632918-G
Thursday, Apr. 26, 10:30 - 11:30am #632918-H

TALKING ANIMALS
Birds chirp, wolves howl, mice squeak...animals interact
with a variety of sounds or behavioral displays. Join us as
we explore the different ways animals communicate.
Wednesday, May 2, 1 - 2pm #632818-I
Friday, May 4, 1 - 2pm #632818-J
Tuesday, May 8, 1 - 2pm #632818-K
Thursday, May 10, 1 - 2pm #632818-L

BUSY BEES
Come discover what the buzz is all about! No need to
fear as we learn about these amazing insects. We’ll also
see them in action at our “bee-utiful” flower garden.
Tuesday, May 15, 10:30 - 11:30am #632918-I
Wednesday, May 16, 10:30 - 11:30am #632918-J
Tuesday, May 22, 1 - 2pm #632918-K
Thursday, May 24, 4 - 5pm #632918-L

TINY TOT NATURE FUN!
Ages 18 to 35 months. Introduce your child to
nature. These programs are designed to help
children and caregivers feel comfortable
exploring and enjoying our natural world.
Caregivers must stay with their child. $5.

Gulf Branch Nature Center
Saturday, Mar. 3, 10 - 10:45am #632818-M
Saturday, Mar. 10, 10 - 10:45am #632818-N
Thursday, Mar. 29, 10 - 10:45am #632818-O
Wednesday, Apr. 4, 10 - 10:45am #632818-P
Saturday, Apr. 7, 10 - 10:45am #632818-Q
Saturday, Apr. 14, 10 - 10:45am #632818-R
Wednesday, May 2, 10 - 10:45am #632818-S
Friday, May 4, 10 - 10:45am #632818-T
Saturday, May 5, 10 - 10:45am #632818-U

Long Branch Nature Center
Thursday, Mar. 15, 10 - 10:45am #632918-M
Wednesday, Mar. 21, 10 - 10:45am #632918-N
Friday, Mar. 23, 10 - 10:45am #632918-O
Wednesday, Apr. 18, 10 - 10:45am #632918-P
Tuesday, Apr. 24, 10 - 10:45am #632918-Q
Wednesday, Apr. 25, 10 - 10:45am #632918-R
Tuesday, May 22, 10 - 10:45am #632918-S
Wednesday, May 23, 10 - 10:45am #632918-T
Wednesday, May 30, 10 - 10:45am #632918-U

NATURE STORYTIME
Ages 2 to 10. Register children only.
For information: 703-228-6535. Meet
at Long Branch Nature Center. Free.
DR. SEUSS STORYTIME
Tuesday, Mar. 13, 10:30 - 11am
Come have fun, you won't be the only one! Join the
Cat in the Hat, the Lorax, and more-ax! #632918-V

EGGS STORYTIME
Tuesday, Apr. 10, 10:30 - 11am
Join us for an “egg-cellent” storytime. We'll see who
comes from eggs and how they hatch. #632918-W

OUTDOOR STORYTIME
Tuesday, May 8, 10:30 - 11am
Join us for some natural stories out in nature, under
the trees and in the breeze. #632918-X

Spring 2018
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SPRING BREAK DAY CAMP
Ages 6 to 10. Register for as many days as you like.
Every day great activities, crafts and hands-on
encounters with animals will balance with
unstructured time that kids can call their own. Your
child will love this chance to explore our woods
and trails, catch tadpoles, and more. $50 per day.
Registration deadline: Tuesday, Mar. 13, 2018.

How to Sign Up!
REGISTRATION OPENS for Arlington residents
Tuesday, February 13. Non-resident registration
opens Wednesday, February 14.
Registration Deadline: Participants must register by
4pm the day before a program. If you have not
registered by the day of the program, please call the
program site to check availability.

Gulf Branch Nature Center

HOW TO REGISTER:

Tuesday, Mar. 27, 9am - 4pm #632828-D
Friday, Mar. 30, 9am - 4pm #632828-E

Online: If you have a digital SNAG, click on the
hyperlinked program number and you will
automatically go to program registration. You can
also register online by going to
registration.arlingtonva.us. You can browse our
offerings as a ‘Guest’, but you must log in to register
for a program. If you do not have an account, you
can create one online or call 703-228-4747 for help.

Long Branch Nature Center
Wednesday, Mar. 28, 9am - 4pm #632928-C
Thursday, Mar. 29, 9am - 4pm #632928-D

FORT C.F. SMITH VISITOR CENTER

GRAND OPENING!

Saturday, Mar. 31, 10am - 4pm

By Phone: Call the Registration Office at 703-2284747, Monday to Friday, 8am - 5pm.
In Person: Visit the Registration Office at 3700 S.
Four Mile Run Drive, Arlington, VA 22206, Monday
to Friday, 8am - 5pm.
FEES

Join park staff for the grand opening of the Fort C.F.
Smith Visitor Center. The celebration will include
living historians, drilling activities, specialized fort
tours and more. The new Visitor Center will include
museum exhibits that highlight Civil War life at Fort
C.F. Smith and across Arlington County. For
information: 703-243-4342. Meet at Fort C.F. Smith
Park, 2411 24th St N, Arlington. Free.

The listed fee is per participant unless otherwise
stated. Most program fees are charged at
registration. Some program fees will be charged at
the program site (cash or check only, no credit cards
please). See program write-up for details.
WE DON’T WANT FEES TO BE A BARRIER

Native Plant Sale
Saturday, May 5, 1-4pm

All Arlington County Parks and Recreation programs
and services are eligible for fee reduction except for
personal training, private swim classes for adults,
adult leagues and facility rentals. Any member in a
household that has qualified for a fee reduction can
receive a fee reduction for classes and programs
with advance registration and payment. We cannot
give fee reductions for onsite payments, such as at
special events. Questions? Visit parks.arlingtonva.us
and search “fee reduction” or call 703-228-4747.
CANCELLATIONS

Want to beautify your yard? Then it is time to go native! We are offering a great selection of plants that
are accustomed to local climate and wildlife. We have gorgeous natives for sun to shade and even deerresistant plants. This spring we are offering a wide selection of perennials in our Pre-order Sale!
The order form can be emailed to you or pre-order your plants online at: registration.arlingtonva.us.
On the day of the sale, we’ll have a wider selection on-site. Payment can be made by cash, check or credit
card. Rain date Sunday, May 6. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.

International Migratory Bird Day Festival
Saturday, May 12, 9 - 11am
Families. Tiny hummingbirds and fierce osprey
are all migrating back from South America.
Come learn about these and other fabulous
flyers with hands-on activities, games, crafts,
bird walks and more! For information:
703-228-3403. Meet at Lacey Woods Park
Picnic Shelter, 1200 N George Mason Drive,
Arlington. No registration required. Free.
8

Notify us at 703-228-4747 or email us as soon as
possible so we may contact someone from the
waiting list. Cancellations on the day of the program
should be made directly with the program site.
REFUNDS
Full refunds will be automatically processed within
30 days when classes are canceled by Parks and
Recreation due to weather, insufficient enrollment
or other unforeseen reasons. Transfers from one
program section to another may be requested
through the Registration Office at 703-228-4747,
prior to the start of the program. No refunds or
credits if participants are unable to attend a
program.
WEATHER
Indoor programs are canceled in conjunction with
the Arlington County’s school closings policy.
Outdoor programs may be canceled due to rain or
other inclement weather. Call nature centers for
more information.
MODIFICATIONS
We can provide reasonable modifications for people
with disabilities upon request. Advance notice is
welcomed. Please call: 703-228-4740, TTY 711.

The SNAG — Arlington County’s Guide to Nature and History Programs

