
FALL 2017 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

 

 

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

3608 Military Road 

Arlington, VA 22207 

703-228-3403 
gulfbranchnaturectr@arlingtonva.us 

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER 

625 S. Carlin Springs Road  

Arlington, VA 22204  

703-228-6535 
longbranchnaturectr@arlingtonva.us  

FORT C.F. SMITH PARK   
2411 N. 24th St.  

Arlington, VA 22207 

703-228-7033 
dfarner@arlingtonva.us  

FALL INTO FUN  

NATURE PROGRAMS! 

REGISTRATION BEGINS  

August 15, 2017  

Autumn Leaves 

A 
utumn leaf color is one of the great natural 

phenomena of our region. Those green 

leaves have been busy all summer making 

food for trees and now their job is done for the year. 

Their final act is to create a spectacular display of 

color that reaches its peak in the deciduous forests 

of eastern North America. 

  

Deciduous trees, such as oaks, maples and hickories, 

are the ones whose leaves change color and drop off 

in autumn. The green in spring and summer leaves 

comes from chlorophyll, a pigment that drives 

photosynthesis -- the process by which plants use 

sunlight, carbon dioxide and water to create sugar 

that they use for food. 

 

As days shorten and temperatures drop, 

photosynthesis becomes less efficient. No longer able 

to perform their primary purpose of feeding the 

tree, leaves are of little use and can even become 

liabilities. Leaves torn from twigs by winter storms 

leave openings that can become entry points for 

disease. Also, snow and ice clinging to leaves can 

break branches or even bring down entire trees. 

 

In preparation for dropping their leaves, trees form 

an abscission layer at the base of their leaf stems, 

sealing the leaves off from water and nutrients. 

Chlorophyll remaining in the isolated leaves breaks 

down, revealing other pigments that were masked 

during the growing season.  

 

One group of these pigments is carotenoids and 

xanthophylls, the pigments that give leaves their 

orange, yellow and brown colors. These pigments 

are in the leaves all summer and contribute to 

photosynthesis, but their colors are overwhelmed by 

the green of chlorophyll. 

 

The red in fall leaves comes from anthocyanins, 

which also give apples, strawberries, blueberries, 

beets and purple grapes their colors. A dry summer 

and a sunny autumn with cool nights are the best 

conditions for anthocyanin production. 

 

Much of the brown in fall leaves comes from tannins, 

although some also comes from the breakdown of 

chlorophyll. Tannins are important defensive 

chemicals that plants use to ward off insects and 

other plant eaters. Oaks are especially rich in tannins 

and many oaks species turn various shades of brown 

in the fall. 

 

Other tree species also differ in their mix of 

pigments, and that determines which trees turn 

which colors. Hickories produce few anthocyanins 

and turn yellow. Maples are rich in anthocyanins and 

usually turn orange or red. 

 

Eventually the leaves break off at the abscission layer 

and fall to the ground, leaving protective leaf scars on 

the twigs. Those fallen leaves will then decay, 

providing nutrients for next year’s leaf growth and 

next autumn’s color show. 

Sign up to receive THE SNAG and learn about our nature 
and conservation programs at parks.arlingtonva.us 

mailto:gulfbranchnaturectr@arlingtonva.us
mailto:longbranchnaturectr@arlingtonva.us
mailto:dfarner@arlingtonva.us
http://parks.arlingtonva.us/
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Join WalkArlington, BikeArlington, Arlington 

Public Schools and kids and families around 

the globe by walking or biking to school on 

Walk and Bike to School Day 2017 - 

Wednesday, October 4! This energizing 

annual event reminds parents and kids alike 

of the simple joy of walking to school while 

focusing attention on the importance of 

physical activity, safety and walkable 

communities. For more information on Walk 

and Bike to School Day and ideas on getting 

involved here in Arlington, contact 

info@walkarlington.com, or visit 

walkbiketoschool.org, walkarlington.com, 

or bikearlington.com. 

R. I. P. - REMOVE INVASIVE PLANTS! 
Adults, teens and families ages 8 and up. Want to restore habitat and increase native 

species diversity right here in Arlington? Work parties are held every month and are 

making a real difference, with the return of ferns and wildflowers, and the animals 

that depend on them, in areas once covered in destructive invasive plants. Help make 

it happen! Call nature centers for information. No registration is required.  

Second Saturdays 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

Saturday, Sept. 9, 2 - 4pm 

Saturday, Oct. 14, 2 - 4pm 

Saturday, Nov. 11, 2 - 4pm 

Long Branch Nature Center 

 

Sunday, Nov. 19, 2 - 4pm 

DEEP DIVE 
Adults. Take a Deep Dive into natural history that 

scratches more than just the surface. For information: 

703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $5.  

 

Bird Migration 

Thursday, Sept. 14, 8 - 9pm  

Why do birds migrate, when do they leave, and how do 

they get where they are going? What are the physiological 

needs of this trip, and what toll does it take on their 

bodies? Explore the intricacies of bird migration from 

warblers to shorebirds to robins. #612847-D 

 

Arachnophobia 

Thursday, Oct. 12, 8 - 9pm  

Why do so many people fear spiders? There is no better 

month than October to explore the world of spiders 

through the shaky lens of our fear. Along the way, discover 

what spiders have to fear from each other. #612847-E 

 

White-tailed Deer 

Thursday, Nov. 9, 8 - 9pm   

Deer are a fairly common sight in our parks, and are an 

animal that most park visitors can identify. Why are they 

so common now? What and when do they eat, and how 

do they digest it? What impact do their population 

numbers and feeding habits have on other species? 

#612847-F 

Walk & Bike to School Day 

Wednesday, October 4 

mailto:info@walkarlington.com
http://www.walkbiketoschool.org/
http://www.walkarlington.com/
http://www.bikearlington.com/
http://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/invasive-plants/invasive-plant-program/
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Fall 2017                   3 

Birding Trips Afield   
 

Come birding with us! Participants should dress for the weather and bring binoculars, a bag lunch, 

a drink and snacks for the day. The trips may include walking over uneven terrain and gentle 

slopes. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at the Lubber Run Community Center parking lot, 

300 N. Park Drive, Arlington. 

LABOR DAY NIGHT HIKE 

Monday, Sept. 4, 7:30 - 8:30pm 

Have you ever wondered what animals are in our local 

parks at night? Experience our trails under the moon 

and stars, learn a new constellation, and meet nocturnal 

critters. Teens ages 13 and up are welcomed, but must 

be accompanied by a registered adult. For information: 

703-228-3403. Meet at Fort C.F. Smith, 2411 24th St N, 

Arlington. $5. #612847-G 

 

SPIDER ID AND NATURAL HISTORY 

Saturday, Sept. 23, 1 - 3:30pm 

As both predators and prey, spiders play vital roles in 

ecosystems around the world. Join us to learn about the 

lives and identification of common local spider families. 

We’ll divide our time between an indoor talk and a field 

exploration. Teens ages 12 and up are welcomed, but 

must be accompanied by a registered adult. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch 

Nature Center. $10. #612947-D 

 

TURN YOUR LENS ON ARLINGTON WILDLIFE 

Saturday, Oct. 14, 10am - 12pm 

Learn how to photograph wildlife and get memorable 

images. Please bring and have basic familiarity with a 

digital camera with at least a 10x zoom lens or 

equivalent. Teens ages 16 and up are welcomed, but 

must be accompanied by a registered adult. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch 

Nature Center. $10. #612947-E 

 

NATURAL DISCOVERY TALK 

Saturday, Nov. 11, 10 - 12pm 

The Long Branch Nature Center and the Washington 

Area Butterfly Club are pleased to present a talk by 

conservationist and longtime citizen scientist Jim 

Waggener. Jim will talk about his species survey work at 

Occoquan Bay National Wildlife Refuge and other 

preserves in our region and how citizen science can 

contribute to public discussion and decision making on 

natural resources. Teens ages 12 and up are welcome, 

but must be accompanied by a registered adult. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch 

Nature Center. Free. #612947-F 

 

FALL FUNGI 101 HIKE  

Friday, Nov. 17, 1 - 3pm 

Don't be stumped by spores or mystified by mycelium! 

Get to know these ancient organisms and the basics of 

mushroom identification, then we'll walk the park to 

find some native fungi and practice our ID skills. Teens 

age 15 and up are welcomed, but must be accompanied 

by a registered adult. For information: 703-228-3403. 

Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $10. #612847-H 

BIRD WALKS 
Join members of the Northern Virginia Bird Club for 

these informal walks through Glencarlyn Parks in search 

of resident and migratory birds. Experienced and 

beginning birders welcome. Bring binoculars and field 

guides. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at the 

parking lot at Long Branch Nature Center. No 

registration required. Free.  

 

Wednesday, Sept. 6, 8:30 - 11am  

Wednesday, Oct. 4, 8:30 - 11am  

Wednesday, Nov. 1, 8:30 - 11am  

KENILWORTH AQUATIC GARDENS  

Tuesday, Sept. 12, 9am - 1:30pm 

Explore the marsh at Kenilworth Park that stretches 

along the Anacostia River for birds and blooms among 

the natural wetlands and cultivated water plants. We will 

search for wading migrants such as herons and egrets, as 

well as songbirds. This trip covers a couple of miles of 

easy walking on trails and open boardwalks. $33. 

#612847-A 

 

OCCOQUAN BAY WILDLIFE REFUGE  

Tuesday, Sept. 19, 9am - 3pm 

Explore Occoquan Bay in search of fall migrant songbirds 

and shorebirds. The refuge's grasslands, freshwater tidal 

marshes, and bottomland forests are also home to many 

interesting year-round residents. There will be 

approximately two to three miles of walking on gently 

rolling, unpaved surfaces. $38. #612847-B 

WAGGONER'S GAP HAWK WATCH 

Tuesday, Oct. 24, 9am - 4pm 

A variety of raptors, including the Golden Eagle, follow 

the Kittatinny Ridge, an established watch area, during 

migration at Waggoner’s Gap in Pennsylvania between 

Cumberland and Perry Counties. Expect steep and rocky 

trails to the top of the ridge. $48. #612847-C 

 

BIRDING MASON NECK  

Tuesday, Nov. 14, 9am - 3pm 

Join us to search woodlands, meadows and wetlands at 

some of the protected natural areas on Mason Neck for 

migratory waterfowl, Bald Eagles and other raptors, as 

well as winter and year-round resident songbirds. There 

will be approximately two to three miles of walking on 

gently rolling, unpaved surfaces. For information: 703-228

-6535. $38. #612947-G 

TREE ID HIKES 

The leaves are just starting to fall but we can still 

identify what tree it is without the easy leaf to show us 

clues. Learn to ID the trees of Arlington parks by their 

bark, shape, and other factors. Teens ages 14 and up 

are welcomed, but must be accompanied by a 

registered adult. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet 

at Long Branch Nature Center. $5. 

 

Sunday, Sept. 24, 11:15am - 12:30pm #612947-A 

Sunday, Oct. 22, 11:15am - 12:30pm #612947-B 

Sunday, Nov. 19, 11:15am - 12:30pm #612947-C 

https://parks.arlingtonva.us/locations/lubber-run-community-center/
https://parks.arlingtonva.us/locations/fort-cf-smith-park/
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612847
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612847
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612847
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612847
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612847
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612947
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612947


Fun for Nature-Loving Families 
Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult. 

Campfire Evening Magic 

Gulf Branch Programs 
 

ANIMAL TRAVELERS SCAVENGER HUNT 

Monday, Oct. 9, 10 - 11am 

Families ages 5 and up. How do animals and plants travel across the land and oceans? 

As we celebrate Columbus Day we'll learn about species that were here before the 

Europeans arrived, which ones were brought on purpose, and who snuck over on 

this hike. Free. #612857-L 

 

NOVEMBER MOON NIGHT HIKE 

Friday, Nov. 3, 7 - 8pm 

Families ages 6 and up. Come out for a hike under the stars. Have you ever 

wondered what animals are in our local parks at night? Experience our trails under 

the moon, learn a new constellation, and meet nocturnal critters. Meet at Fort C.F. 

Smith, 2411 24th St N, Arlington. $5. #612857-M 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 
 

Lots of Legs Campfire 

Saturday, Sept. 2, 7 - 8pm #612857-A 

Eel Quest Campfire 

Saturday, Oct. 7, 7 - 8pm #612857-B 

Nocturnal Nature Campfire 

Friday, Oct. 27, 6 - 7pm #612857-C 

Wonderful Whitetail Deer Campfire 

Saturday, Nov. 4, 6 - 7pm #612857-D 

Blacksmithing Campfire 

Saturday, Nov. 18, 6 - 7pm #612857-E 

 Long Branch Nature Center 
 

Slimy Animals Campfire 

Saturday, Sept. 9, 7 - 8pm #612957-A 

Black Bears Campfire 

Saturday, Sept. 23, 7 - 8pm #612957-B 

Bat Campfire 

Friday, Sept. 29, 6:30 - 7:30pm #612957-C 

Jack-O-Lantern Campfire with Costumes! 

Saturday, Oct. 14, 6 - 7pm #612957-D 

First Thanksgiving Campfire 

Saturday, Nov. 11, 6 - 7pm #612957-E 

The whole family is invited to join us at the Long Branch amphitheater or the Gulf Branch Fire Ring for lots of old-fashioned 

fun. These engaging programs will be filled with entertaining activities that may include stories, special animal guests, games, 

songs and of course, s’mores! For information call the campfire location. $5. 

Long Branch Programs 
 

OWL HIKE 

Friday, Oct. 13, 6 - 7pm 

Families ages 5 and up. Have you ever heard an owl hoot in the forest? Join us for a 

sunset hike to learn all about owls, their adaptations, how to use binoculars and to 

practice your calls. Whooo knows, maybe an owl will hoot back. $5. #612957-J 

 

SECRETS OF SQUIRRELS 

Saturday, Nov. 4, 2 - 3:30pm 

Families ages 5 and up. Come learn about these furry rodents who are busy in the fall 

hiding nuts. How do they find them later? Where do they raise their babies? Why are 

some grey squirrels black? We'll learn the answers in our classroom and on a fun 

nature hike. Free. #612957-L 

 

EXCURSIÓN BILINGÜE POR EL PARQUE / BILINGUAL WALK 

Domingo / Sunday, Nov. 5, 3:30 - 5pm 

Familias. Registrar a los niños y adultos; los niños deben estar acompañados por un 

adulto registrado. Bienvenidos a una excursión bilingüe por el parque. Nos 

encontraremos en el Centro de Naturaleza Long Branch. Conoceremos a los 

animales en el centro y caminaremos por el parque para observar y hacer preguntas 

sobre la naturaleza. Regresaremos al centro de naturaleza para tomar chocolate 

caliente, té, o café. Gratis. Families. Welcome to a bilingual walk in the park. We’ll 

meet at the Long Branch Nature Center to learn about the animals there and then 

hike in the park to explore local nature. We'll return to the nature center to have 

your choice of hot chocolate, coffee or tea. Free. #612957-M 

 

FALL COLORS WALK 

Saturday, Nov. 18, 10 - 11am 

Families ages 6 and up. Explore the colors of fall during an easy walk on the trails 

around the nature center. Along the way, we’ll make leaf rubbings and learn where 

those colors come from. Free. #612957-N 

 
Sat., Sept. 30, 4:30pm - Sun., Oct. 1, 9:30am 

Families with kids ages 5 and up. Your family is invited to 

join us at the Gulf Branch Fire Ring for this introduction 

to camping OUTDOORS OVERNIGHT! We'll set up our 

tents, have some free time for relaxing or exploring the 

park, then enjoy a delicious dinner cooked over the 

campfire with songs, stories and, of course, S'mores. The 

next morning we'll cook breakfast before breaking camp. 

Registration fee includes meals. B.Y.O.T. (tent) if you have 

one. If not, we have family-sized loaner tents available for 

an additional $25, paid in cash on site. $25. #612857-K 

Let’s go camping! 
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 Dia de Muertos / Day of the Dead 
Saturday, Oct. 28, 5:30 - 7pm 
Familias. Celebra el Día de los Muertos con 

nosotros para una noche de diversión. 

Haremos calaveras –máscaras decorativas 

hechas de azúcar y trajes. Habra refrescos. 

Tambien conoceremos a unos animales 

nocturnos de cerca y haremos una 

caminata divertida por el bosque lleno de 

velas. Para información: 703-228-6535. Se 

reúne en Long Branch Nature Center. $5. 

#612957-K 

Families. Come Celebrate the Day of the 

Dead with us for a night of family fun. We’ll 

make Calaveras, the decorative sugar skull 

masks and costumes, enjoy holiday snacks 

and see some night animals up close. 

Afterward, we’ll go on a fun, not scary, 

night hike through the candlelit forest. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long 

Branch Nature Center. $5. #612957-K 

 

More Family Fun 
Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult. 

Sunday, Sept. 17, 3 - 4pm 

Families ages 3 and up. The Arlington Spellbinders will unleash the 

power of oral storytelling with favorite tales from around the world. 

Since ancient times, this tradition has passed on wisdom, connected 

elders to youth and engaged the imagination. For information: 703-

228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. Free. #612957-I 

STORY FEST 

Families ages 8 and up. Explore Arlington's birding hot spots with our 

new bird-watching series for families. We’ll visit different birding spots 

in Arlington throughout the year and build our County bird lists. 

Birders of all experience levels can participate and loaner binoculars 

are available. For information: 703-228-3403. Free. 

FORT C.F. SMITH PARK 

Saturday, Sept. 16, 8 - 9:30am 

2411 N 24th Street, Arl. #612857-F 
 

POTOMAC OVERLOOK PARK 

Saturday, Sept. 30, 8 - 9:30am 

2845 Marcey Road, Arl. #612857-G 

GULF BRANCH & OLD GLEBE  

Saturday, Oct. 7, 8 - 9:30am 

3608 Military Rd., Arl. #612857-H 

2 

GRAVELLY POINT PARK 

Saturday, Nov. 4, 8 - 9:30am 

George Washington Memorial 

Pkwy, Arl. #612857-I 

Birding Arlington! NOTABLE NATURE 

Families ages 5 and up. Join us for lessons in nature journaling and 

sketching. We'll construct our own nature journals, hone our writing 

and drawing skills, and talk about the season while hiking. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. Free. 

 

 

Sunday, Sept. 10,  

3 - 4pm #612957-F 

Sunday, Oct. 15,  

3 - 4pm #612957-G 

Sunday, Nov. 12,  

3 - 4pm #612957-H 

CHIMNEY SWIFTS PUT ON A SHOW! 

Friday, Sept. 15, 7 - 8pm 
Families ages 6 and up. Each September Chimney Swifts put on an 

amazing show; hundreds gather, swirl then disappear. We’ll learn about 

their lives, then walk to a nearby prime viewing location to enjoy the 

show! For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Walter Reed 

Community Center, 2909 S. 16th Street, Arlington. $5. #612857-J 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612857
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612957
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612957
https://parks.arlingtonva.us/locations/walter-reed-community-center-park/
https://parks.arlingtonva.us/locations/walter-reed-community-center-park/
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=612857
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For Young Naturalists 
Register children only.  Adults are welcome to attend, but not required to do so. 

Long Branch Programs Gulf Branch Programs 

COOL CREEK CRITTERS 
Ages 5 to 9. Register children only, but an adult is required to attend with 

children under 7. Dress to get wet as we spend some time exploring 

waterfalls, trying to catch water striders, and taking a closer look at some 

creek critters. Please wear closed-toe water shoes. 

CIVIL WAR DISCOVERIES 
Ages 7 to 11. Enlist in our Civil War Army! $5.  
For information: 703-228-7033. Meet at Fort C.F. Smith Park, 

2411 N 24th Street, Arlington. 

INFANTRY DRILLS 
Sat., Sept. 23, 9 - 10am 

Using replica wood rifles 

we'll learn how to "load in 

nine times" and how to 

march as a well-drilled unit 

conducting skirmish drills.  

#612727-A 

 

ARTILLERY DRILLS  
Sat., Sept. 23, 11am - 12pm 

Learn to work as a team as 

we load and aim a replica 

Civil War cannon. We'll 

talk about different types 

of artillery used in the Civil 

War and "bombard" a 

replica fort. #612727-B 

BUILD A FORT 
Wed., Oct. 25, 4 - 5pm 

We'll investigate how and 

why fortifications were 

built in Arlington during 

the Civil War. Then we'll 

work as a team to design 

forts to defend the city. 

#612727-C 

Zachary Taylor Park 

2900 N. Military Road, Arlington 

Saturday, Sept.16,  

10:30am - 12pm  #612827-A 

Lubber Run Park 

200 N. Columbus Street, Arlington  

Wednesday, Oct. 25,  

3 - 4:30pm #612827-B 

 

Bandanas 

Friday, Sept. 15, 4 - 5pm 

This pocket-sized fabric square can 

become amazing things; a bandage, dust 

mask, water filter and more! #612927-A 
 

Knot Tying 

Friday, Sept. 29, 4 - 5pm 

We'll learn a few basic knot tying skills 

that will help you out of a tangle, make 

sure we are never without rope and 

make a survival craft. #612927-B 

 

Navigating 

Friday, Oct. 20, 4 - 5:15pm 

Work with compasses and maps to find 

your way through unfamiliar territory. 

We'll also learn how to read the land and 

sun for direction. #612927-C 
 

Shelter Building 

Friday, Oct. 27, 3 - 4:30pm 

We'll learn how and where to build 

temporary shelters to keep you warm 

and dry. We'll cover choosing support 

branches, closing drafts and finding 

insulating materials. #612927-D 

Survival Skills 
Ages 8 to 13. Learn hands-on traditional survival skills! $7 per class.  

YOGA IN THE NATURE CENTER 
Ages 7 to 10. Each session will start with a fun short walk, then return to the 

nature center to practice poses representing the plants and animals we find, 

ending in a short relaxation. No prior experience needed. If you have a Yoga 

mat bring it, but not required. $5.  

Sunday, Sept. 24,  

10 - 10:45am #612927-E 

Sunday, Oct. 22,  

10 - 10:45am #612927-F 

Sunday, Nov. 19,  

10 -10:45am #612927-G 

WATER TESTING 

Saturday, Sept. 9, 2 - 3pm 

Ages 8 to 12. How can you tell if water is clean? What are some of the things that 

cause water pollution? We’ll become our own environmental scientists and find out 

these answers as we do safe chemical water tests at different locations in Glencarlyn 

Park. $5. #612927-H 

 

BECOME A NATURE TEACHER  

Sunday, Oct. 1, 1:30 - 3pm 

Ages 10 to 14. Get a behind the scenes look at being a nature teacher by learning 

about our animals and how we teach people about nature. You can create your own 

short nature activity, which you’ll get to teach to the other participants while on a 

nature hike. Free. #612927-I 

 

ROCKS AND MINERALS 

Wednesday, Oct. 4, 4:30 - 5:30pm 

Ages 6 to 10. What is the difference between a rock and a mineral? Join us to learn 

how the three classes of rocks differ from minerals. We'll also go walk in the creek 

to see what we can find. Please bring closed-toe water shoes. $5. #612927-J 

 

ANIMAL MASKS 

Saturday, Oct. 14, 2:30 - 3:30pm 

Ages 6 to 10. We’ll make wearable masks from paper plates and decorate them to 

look like our favorite animals or you can create your own creature! We’ll also have 

some live animals visiting for inspiration. $5. #612927-K 

 

LITTER CRITTERS 

Sunday, Nov. 12, 2 - 3pm 

Ages 6 to 10. We’ll hunt in the fallen leaves for crickets, centipedes, millipedes and 

other litter critters and learn how they enrich soil, keep leaves from piling up, and 

make homes on and in the ground. $5. #612927-L 

CALLING CROWS 

Friday, Sept. 8, 4:30 - 5:30pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Caw! Can we trick a crow? Learn about some skills this smart black 

bird has, how to tell a fish crow from a common crow, and more! How many crows 

live near you? Start counting! $5. #612827-C 

 

ON THE TURKEY TRAIL 

Friday, Oct. 13, 4:30 - 5:30pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Gobble gobble? Trace the tracks of the turkey as we trail this big bird 

through the woods. Learn to tell a Tom from a Hen, where they can be seen in our 

area, and more! $5. #612827-D 

 

THE FALL HUNT 

Friday, Nov. 10, 4 - 5pm 

Ages 6 to 10. We’ll learn about this Virginia tradition that runs from the Algonquians 

to present day, and do some ‘hunting’ ourselves, following tracks and signs of deer. 

Then we'll enjoy some delicious venison stew! $5. #612827-E 

 

CANDLE MAKING  

Friday, Nov. 17, 4 - 5:30pm 

Ages 6 to 12. You'll light up with this craft, by making your own candles. We'll try 

our hands at some new and old ways to make these luminaries. $5. #612827-F 
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For Preschoolers & Tiny Tots  

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

 

GOING BATTY 

Hang out and learn about the only flying mammal and 

their important role in our backyard ecosystems. These 

mosquito munchers are natures acro-bats! 

Wednesday, Sept. 6, 1 - 2pm #612817-A 

Thursday, Sept. 7, 1 - 2pm #612817-B 

Friday, Sept. 8, 1 - 2pm #612817-C 

Tuesday, Sept. 12, 1 - 2pm #612817-D 

 

SPIDERS AND WEBS 

Join us to explore the world of arachnids. We will weave a 

web of fun facts about these silk spinners, examine web 

designs and learn about spider hunting tactics. 

Tuesday, Oct. 3, 1 - 2pm #612817-E 

Thursday, Oct. 5, 1 - 2pm #612817-F 

Friday, Oct. 6, 1 - 2pm #612817-G 

Tuesday, Oct. 10, 1 - 2pm #612817-H 

 

WISE OWLS 

Whooo....wants to learn about our feathery night hunters? 

Together we’ll discover different types of owls, try hooting and 

examine an owl pellet. 

Thursday, Nov. 2, 1 - 2pm #612817-I 

Tuesday, Nov. 7, 1 - 2pm #612817-J 

Thursday, Nov. 9, 1 - 2pm #612817-K 

Tuesday, Nov. 14, 1 - 2pm #612817-L 

Long Branch Nature Center 
 

ROARIN' RIVER FUN  

Come explore the river with us! We will learn about the 

power of water, how it shapes our environment, and the 

animals that the river supports.  

Tuesday, Sept. 19, 10:30 - 11:30am #612917-A 

Wednesday, Sept. 20, 10:30 - 11:30am #612917-B 

Wednesday, Sept. 20, 4 - 5pm #612917-C 

Thursday, Sept. 28, 10:30 - 11:30am #612917-D 

 

LEAF LITTER 

Not to worry, leaf litter is not littering! Experience the 

hidden world that exists under the layers of fallen leaves 

with activities and a nature walk.  

Tuesday, Oct. 17, 10:30 - 11:30am #612917-E 

Wednesday, Oct. 18, 10:30 - 11:30am #612917-F 

Friday, Oct. 20, 1 - 2pm #612917-G 

Tuesday, Oct. 24, 10:30 - 11:30am #612917-H 

 

OH NUTS!  

Let's investigate the masters of hide and seek. Come find 

out why squirrels and chipmunks are so busy squirreling 

away nuts. We may even have a chipmunk visit us!  

Wednesday, Nov. 15, 1 - 2pm #612917-I 

Thursday, Nov. 16, 10:30 - 11:30am #612917-J 

Friday, Nov. 17, 10:30 - 11:30am #612917-K 

Tuesday, Nov. 28, 1 - 2pm #612917-L 

PRESCHOOL NATURE EXPLORERS 
Ages 3 to 5. Preschoolers can actively explore their natural world with programs that build the foundation 

for a lifetime of wonder, appreciation and discovery. Hands-on interactive learning, crafts, mini-hikes and 

nature play provide a fun and engaging experience for your children. Caregivers can leave the classroom but 

must remain in the building. $5. 

TINY TOT NATURE FUN! 

Ages 18 to 35 months. Introduce your child to 

nature. These programs are designed to help 

children and caregivers feel comfortable exploring 

and enjoying our natural world. Caregivers must 

stay with their child. $5.  

 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 
 

Wednesday, Sept. 6, 10 - 10:45am #612817-M 

Friday, Sept. 8, 10 - 10:45am #612817-N 

Saturday, Sept. 9, 10 - 10:45am #612817-O 

 

Wednesday, Oct. 4, 10 - 10:45am #612817-P 

Friday, Oct. 6, 10 - 10:45am #612817-Q 

Saturday, Oct. 14, 10 - 10:45am #612817-R 

 

Friday, Nov. 10, 10 - 10:45am #612817-S 

Saturday, Nov. 11, 10 - 10:45am #612817-T 

Wednesday, Nov. 22, 10 - 10:45am #612817-U 

 

Long Branch Nature Center 

 

Thursday, Sept. 21, 10 - 10:45am #612917-M 

Friday, Sept. 22, 10 - 10:45am #612917-N 

Friday, Sept. 29, 10 - 10:45am #612917-O 

 

Thursday, Oct. 19, 10 - 10:45am #612917-P 

Friday, Oct. 20, 10 - 10:45am #612917-Q 

Wednesday, Oct. 25, 10 - 10:45am #612917-R 

 

Wednesday, Nov. 15, 10 - 10:45am #612917-S 

Tuesday, Nov. 28, 10 - 10:45am #612917-T 

Thursday, Nov. 30, 11 - 11:45am #612917-U 

NATURE STORYTIME 

Families ages 2 and up. Register children only. 

For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long 

Branch Nature Center. Free.   

 

SEEDS STORYTIME 

Tuesday, Sept. 12, 10:30 - 11am 

We'll read stories about seeds and go outside to 

explore and find these treasures. #612917-V 

 

AUTUMN LEAVES STORYTIME 

Tuesday, Oct. 17, 12 - 12:30pm 

Leaves, leaves, everywhere! We'll enjoy stories 

and hike to see the colorful leaves. #612917-W 

 

TURTLES STORYTIME 

Tuesday, Nov. 14, 10:30 - 11am 

Join us to read stories about these reptiles that 

carry their homes on their backs. #612917-X 

ANIMAL HELPERS 

Saturday, Nov. 11, 3:30 - 4:30pm 

Ages 3 to 6. Register child only, but caretakers 

must attend. Come help us take care of our 

animals by making lunch for the turtles, lizards, 

frogs, mammals and birds. We’ll use plastic 

utensils to chop up fresh fruits and veggies, feed 

crickets to our insect eaters, catch earthworms 

for the turtles, give flakes to the fish and more. 

For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long 

Branch Nature Center. Free. #612917-Y 
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Fall Heritage Festival  
Gulf Branch Nature Center 

Saturday, Oct. 21, 1 - 5pm 
 

Each fall we gather around the Walker Log House to celebrate our nation’s 

heritage. Join us this year for a family-friendly day of fun! Step back into history 

and try your hand at some old-time games and crafts, make a corn husk doll, try 

on a coon-skin cap, or work the cider press! Write with a quill pen or churn 

butter and enjoy old-time music. Bring your old pants and shirt to make a 

scarecrow - child sizes work best! Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

No registration needed. For information: 703-228-3403. Only $5 per person! 

 

Native Plant Sale 

Long Branch Nature Center  
Saturday, Oct. 7, 1 - 3pm 

Want to beautify your yard? Then it is time to go native! We are offering a great selection of plants that 

are accustomed to local climate and wildlife. We have gorgeous natives for sun to shade, and even deer 

resistant plants. This fall we our offering trees and shrubs as well as perennials in our Pre-order Sale! See 

our order form for more information and to pre-order your plants today! The order form can be emailed 

to you, picked up at either nature center or you can order online at: registration.arlingtonva.us. On the 

day of the sale we’ll have a wider selection to choose from on-site. Payment can be made by cash, check 

or credit card. For information: 703-228-6535. (Rain Date: Sunday, Oct. 8 , 1 - 3pm) 

Holiday Wreath Workshop 

Saturday, Dec. 2, 1 - 4pm 

Ages 12 and up. Using all-natural items we’ll create some 

delightfully decorative crafts you can use to spruce up your home 

or to give as special gifts. We’ll provide music, refreshments, basic 

instruction and enough materials for each participant to make at 

least two seasonal decorations. Participants should bring hand 

pruners or wire cutters and any extra materials or special 

decorations you may wish to add. For information: 703-228-6535. 

Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. $30. #622948-A 

How to Sign Up! 
 

REGISTRATION OPENS for Arlington residents 

Tuesday, August15. Non-resident registration opens 

Wednesday, August 16.  

Registration deadline: Participants must register by 

4pm the day before a program. The day of the 

program, please call the program site if you have not 

yet registered to check availability. 

 

HOW TO REGISTER: 

Online: If you have a digital SNAG, click on the 

hyperlinked program number and you will 

automatically go to program registration. You can also 

register online by going to registration.arlingtonva.us. 

You can browse our offerings as a ‘Guest’, but you 

must log in to register for a program. If you do not 

have an account, you can create one online or call  

703-228-4747 for help. 

By Phone: Please call the Registration Office at  

703-228-4747, Monday to Friday, between 8am and 5pm. 

In Person: Visit the Registration Office at 3700 S. Four 

Mile Run Drive, Arlington, VA 22206, Monday to 

Friday, between 8am and 5pm. 

FEES 

The listed fee is per participant unless otherwise 

stated. Most program fees are charged at registration. 

Some program fees will be charged at the program site 

(cash or check only, no credit cards please.) See 

program write-up for details. 

WE DON’T WANT FEES TO BE A BARRIER 

All Arlington County Parks and Recreation programs 

and services are eligible for fee reduction except for 

personal training, private swim classes for adults, adult 

leagues and facility rentals. Any member in a 

household that has qualified for a fee reduction can 

receive a fee reduction for classes and programs with 

advance registration and payment. We cannot give fee 

reductions for onsite payments, such as at special 

events. Questions? Visit parks.arlingtonva.us and 

search “fee reduction” or call 703-228-4747. 

CANCELLATIONS 

Notify us at 703-228-4747 or email us as soon as 

possible so we may contact someone from the waiting 

list. Cancellations on the day of the program should be 

made directly with the program site. 

REFUNDS 

Full refunds will be automatically processed within 30 

days when classes are canceled by Parks and 

Recreation due to weather, insufficient enrollment or 

other unforeseen reasons.  Transfers from one 

program section to another may be requested through 

the Registration Office at 703-228-4747, prior to the 

start of the program. No refunds or credits if 

participants are unable to attend a program.    

WEATHER 

Indoor programs are cancelled in conjunction with the 

Arlington County’s school closings policy. Outdoor 

programs may be cancelled due to rain or other 

inclement weather. Call nature centers for more 

information. 

MODIFICATIONS 

We can provide reasonable modifications for people 

with disabilities upon request. Advanced notice is 

welcomed. Please call: 703-228-4740. TTY 711.  

https://parks.arlingtonva.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/17/2015/01/Spring-2015-Order-Form.pdf
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/splash.html
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&search=yes&primarycode=622948
https://parks.arlingtonva.us/

