
   Arlington County Tenant-Landlord Commission Meeting 

    Meeting Notes – November 8, 2017 

Commissioners present: Chair, Kendon Krause, Kirit Mookerjee, Kellen MacBeth, Charlyn Stanberry, 

Michael Campbell, Zachary Butler. Absent: Kristin Clegg 

Public Comment: Mr. Martin Barris, a resident of Dominion Arms addressed the Commission with 

concerns about 30-day notices to vacate which were issued by the management company at Dominion Arms, 

an apartment building on Glebe Road.  Residents are expected to move by December 1st. He was concerned 

that this is insufficient time to allow residents to find new housing, especially as a majority of the residents are 

elderly and have long tenure. He also commented that financial assistance for moving, was made available 

only, to certain residents. The Commission Chair explained that the property is a by-right property and 

therefore the property owner was not obligated to provide rental assistance but was acting voluntarily in 

doing so.  

Mr Alexandr Belinskiy- Mr. Belinskiy spoke about an “Anti-displacement and Relocation Plan” identified in 

the Public Participation Plan, an excerpt from the County’s Consolidated Plan. He was advised to submit his 

presentation prior to the meeting to enable the Commission and staff to comment. Commissioner MacBeth 

requested that presentations to the Commission be made available with meeting minutes. Staff will review his 

handout to advise on the relevance to the Commission. The question is whether the relocation guidelines are 

synonymous with the “Anti-displacement Plan”. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes – Some corrections were identified. A move to accept the minutes, pending 

corrections, was made by Commissioner Campbell and seconded by Commissioner MacBeth. 

Current Business 

Park Shirlington Apartments  - Melissa Cohen, staff member from the Housing Division, presented 

information on the proposed allocation of gap loan funding, through the use of AHIF funds for acquisition 

of the 294- unit Garden style apartments, located at 4510 31st  Street S. The application is a joint partnership 

between Standard Property Company Inc. and the National Foundation for Affordable Housing Solutions 

requesting 6M in AHIF funds. The units are market rate affordable up to 80%of area median income (AMI). 

Tenants will be income certified up to 80% AMI, and there will be no relocation or displacement at this time. 

The AHIF application is similar to a bridge loan to acquire; if approved there will be a 3-4year process for 

determining the long range affordable housing program for the site. If there is a tax credit project there 

maybe revisions to the income mix and possibly a relocation plan at that time.   

Relocation Guidelines Review  

Chair, Krause introduced discussion of the Relocation Guidelines using a document prepared by staff which 

detailed the recommended changes. The document was discussed in detail and several questions were raised. 

There was discussion about mediation services and how residents can be aware of how and where to obtain 

mediation services. The Chair, requested that this be placed as an agenda item for discussion at a later date.   

Chair, Kendon indicated that there should be consistency in language in the document wherever 120-day 

notices are referred to, and a consistent distinction made between by-right and non-by-right.  There was 

discussion of each section of the recommended of changes (document provided). The following points were 

noted:  



 Section 1.1 Why change 120-day notice?  Does the County have legal authority to request 120- day 

notice for by-right projects? No, only the State has legal authority to require this for by-right 

properties.   

 There should be consistency in the reference to County Housing staff, the use of Department or 

Division to avoid confusion 

 Revised date needed on each Relocation Plan 

 There needs to be clarity with the use of “should ”(encouraged) and “shall” (required) throughout 

the document. These to be included in the definitions. 

 Clearly label the Relocations Payments Table 

 TAF policy be reviewed for consistency for its relationship to the Relocation Guidelines and 

Relocation Plans.  

 Sec 4.3 Monitoring and Reporting – There was significant discussion about this as to whether it can 

be better defined with regard to when reporting begins and when it ends. There was concern that 

nothing in the guidelines requires landlords to keep tenants informed as part of reporting and 

monitoring; nothing that specifies frequency of reporting to tenants and staff. Information is to be 

readily available to tenants so they know where to get information to stay updated about relocation 

activities.  

Staff was requested to research VHDA Guidelines with regard to whether the tenant or the landlord has the 

right to choose with regard to Section 2.8 

Stewart Stein Radnor Ft Myers Heights Civic Association provided comment on the revisions. He applauded 

the work done to strengthen the guidelines, agrees to changes. Administrative process of approval of plans, to 

be reviewed yearly to ensure that there is no weakening of tenants’ position. Need to preserve people’s ability 

to remain in their neighborhoods and homes. If there could be an absolute right for tenants to be able to 

return at previous rent level.  More aggressive guidelines should be applied to AHIF projects. Chair, Kendon 

responded that policies are revised every 3 years; spoke to the issue of the final income mix being outside of 

the Commission’s purview. County has ability to require more stringent requirements if AHIF funds are 

being used. 

Commissioner MacBeth requested that written documents be provided before-hand for Commissioners to 

see and comment on. The Survey results related to the relocation guidelines were tabled for further discussion 

at the December meeting.  

Chair’s Report – Some Berkeley TAFs have not been approved due to ineligibility of some tenants.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:37p.m. moved by Commissioner Campbell and seconded by Commissioner 

Butler.   

 

 

 


