AFFORDABLE HOUSING

is important for Arlington County

Affordable Housing is fundamental to
maintain a diverse, vibrant community with individuals from all backgrounds.
secure local jobs and benefit our community’s economic prosperity.
support better transportation choices because residents can live near their work and amenities.

WHAT IS AFFORDABLE HOUSING?
Housing is considered affordable when rent or mortgage, plus
utilities, is no more than 30% of a household’s gross income.
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Area Median Income (AMI)
is the middle income level in a
community. When compared to
households of the same size,
half will earn more than the
AMI and half will earn less.

In Arlington, 2 in 5 households
that rent spend more than 30% of
their income on housing.

of household income

Committed Affordable Units (CAFs)
• Guaranteed to remain affordable for a
specified period of time
• Eligible rents at 80% or less of AMI

Rental Units in Arlington
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49%
Market
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Market-Rate Affordable Units (MARKs)
• Owned by the private market
• Affordability depends on market conditions
• Rent prices are at 50-60% and 60-80 % of AMI
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CAFs may operate at 80% of the area medium income,
however the majority are affordable to households
earning 60% or less:
2013 Arlington Area Median Income
Family Size
1
2
3
4
60% AMI
$45,180 $51,600 $58,080 $64,500

A kindergarten teacher who makes $42,710
a year would qualify for a CAF.

The County uses programs and tools focused on
building and rental assistance to meet challenges:
High Demand
Great jobs, schools and location make Arlington desirable
High demand increases rent prices and challenges
affordability for residents
MARKs have declined in recent years with redevelopment
of properties
MARKs in Arlington

An engineer technician with two children
would qualify by earning $54,330 a year.

A health care assistant in
a family of four qualifies
with a household gross
income of $62,370.

Cost of Rent in Arlington
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2012

Visit

housing.arlingtonva.us

for more on Affordable Housing Programs in Arlington.

WHAT DOES AFFORDABLE
HOUSING LOOK LIKE?
vPoint of Clarendon
70 CAF units
Recently constructed
apartments in a
historical building near
the popular Clarendon
metro.

WHERE IS AFFORDABLE
HOUSING LOCATED?

CAF Unit Locations in Arlington

Units are located near:
Public Transit
Parks & Playgrounds
Schools

Shops
Restaurants
Offices
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The Jordan
90 CAF units
Four story
apartments within
walking distance to
Ballston metro and
shopping district.
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Columbia Grove
130 CAF units
Garden style
apartments
conveniently
located near bike
trails, parks and
several bus routes.
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Affordable Housing is a top priority for the County.
The Columbia Pike Neighborhoods Area Plan has
ambitious goals to preserve 100% of the existing affordable
units and implement tools that will create new units. A
form-based code and tax incentives are two tools that will
increase the affordable housing supply.

The Affordable Housing Study will survey current housing
needs, outline long-term objectives and develop strategic
direction for future investments in Arlington’s affordable housing.
In FY2014, funding in the County is over
$55 million for programs and efforts to meet
affordable housing needs.

LEARN MORE ABOUT AFFORDABLE HOUSING
housing.arlingtonva.us/affordable-housing

Arlington County Housing Division
Department of Community Planning, Housing and Development
2100 Clarendon Boulevard | Arlington, VA 22201
703.228.3765 | www.arlingtonva.us

Visit the web for more on:
Goals and Targets
Affordable Housing Study
Affordable Housing Investment Fund
Affordable Housing Programs

Arlington County Government provides
accommodations for qualified individuals with
disabilities as described in the Americans with
Disabilities Act. To arrange for an accommodation:
703.228.3765 or email HousingDivision@arlingtonva.us.

