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Lighting Retrofit

FAST FACT
Linden Resources’ 
lighting retrofit has 
saved the company 
$6,000 in just six 
months.

ABOUT AIRE
The Arlington Initiative to Rethink 

Energy (AIRE) helps our community 

make smart decisions about energy 

and supports individual actions to 

sustain and improve Arlington’s quality 

of life. We are committed to energy 

practices that will make Arlington a 

more prosperous, healthful, and secure 

place to live, work, and play.

AIRE began in 2007 with an ambitious 

goal to significantly cut greenhouse gas 

emissions from County government 

operations by improving energy 

efficiency in our buildings, vehicles, and 

infrastructure, and by using clean fuels 

and green power. We also educate 

and encourage Arlington residents 

and businesses to use energy wisely, 

inspiring daily actions that will make a 

lasting difference.

By working together, we can ensure the 

health of our community for the long 

term. Come join us!

Visit us online at  

www.ArlingtonEnergy.us 

THE BUILDING
Linden Resources is located in what used to be a schoolhouse, built in 1930. Today 
the building includes office space and large program rooms, a cafeteria, and a 
printing services center. 

Founded in 1959, Linden Resources provides employment opportunities for people 
with disabilities, offering job placement and other innovative services to more 
than 270 individuals annually. These employment opportunities serve people with 
intellectual, physical, and mental health disabilities, and wounded veterans.

LIGHTING IMPROVEMENTS
Linden Resources took advantage of the AIRE Lighting Rebate Program to retrofit 
its facility with new, high-efficiency lighting. Linden Resources replaced all of the 
existing lighting—nearly 400 fixtures, including overhead T12 fluorescent lights, exit 
signs, and exterior lights. The improvements took only one week, and the upgrading 
was done mostly after hours and on the weekend to minimize disruptions to staff 
and programs.

By taking these forward-thinking actions, Linden Resources now enjoys the benefits 
of excellent light quality, significantly lower electric bills, and reduced maintenance 
and replacement costs. Linden Resources is considering installing motion sensors in 
appropriate areas as a next step to maximize its investment.
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Linden Resources 
is considering 
adding motion sensors 
in appropriate areas 
to gain even greater 
energy savings.

EVERYDAY TIPS
Get an energy audit. No matter what 

size or style building you live or work 

in, understanding how you use energy 

equips you to make better decisions 

about efficiency investments that yield 

the most return for your wallet, your 

comfort, and the environment.

Reduce, reuse, recycle. Consider 

purchasing goods made from durable, 

recycled, toxin-free materials with 

minimal packaging. Reuse, repurpose, 

donate, or sell unwanted items. Recycle 

packaging. You’ll minimize materials 

processing, save energy, and prevent 

toxic materials from getting back into our 

environment.

Travel smart. Rethink how you get to 

work and around town. Traveling around 

Arlington is easy using the network of 

bike and walk paths, buses, Metrorail, 

and car-sharing.

Consider green power. Homeowners, 

businesses, and organizations can 

choose to buy power from renewable 

sources such as wind and solar to reduce 

their carbon footprint and stimulate the 

market for renewable energy.

Visit us online at  

www.ArlingtonEnergy.us 
Building Energy Report Cards
To find out more about the energy 

consumption of this and other buildings in 

Arlington, check out the Building Energy 

Report Cards on the AIRE website.

Glossary of Terms
Visit the AIRE website to learn more 

about key terms related to energy use 

and the equipment in our buildings.

Have a Question? Email AIRE at

energy@arlingtonva.us.

VALUE TO LINDEN RESOURCES
In six months, Linden Resources has saved almost $6,000. The lighting retrofits 
cost just less than $40,000, and Linden Resources received a $5,000 rebate for 
participating in the AIRE Lighting Rebate Program—so the company should see a 
payback in about three years for its investment.

Since the upgrades, those who work in the building say the spaces are brighter and 
several rooms are not as hot as they were (inefficient lights generate a lot of heat!).  
As an added benefit, the vintage cages that protected the old lights are being 
salvaged for reuse.

HOW DOES IT RATE?
Because Linden Resources took action by replacing all of its lighting with more 
efficient options and has a plan to further its savings, the company is a role model 
for other businesses.

FOLLOW LINDEN RESOURCES’ LEAD
Lighting is the largest part of a commercial building’s electricity bill, which is why 
retrofitting lighting is one of the best ways for commercial properties to save money. 
Well-selected fixtures can cut lighting energy use in most buildings in half—at 
least—while maintaining or improving the quality of the lighting. Such designs 
typically pay for themselves in energy savings within a few years.

Launched in late 2012, the AIRE Lighting Rebate Program has helped offices, 
condos, retail stores, and faith-based organizations make a switch to more efficient 
lighting. All participants have reduced the wattage of their lights by more than 50 
percent, while maintaining or increasing the brightness of their spaces.

As of January 1, 2014, rebate funds remain, and are being offered on a first-come, 
first-served basis. This program is available only to commercial properties in 
Arlington and pays a rebate up to $5,000 per electric meter. If you are interested in 
retrofitting your lighting and receiving a rebate, please visit: www.freshAIREva.us/
lightingrebate.

Visit the AIRE website for more information about current incentives for energy 
improvements.
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