
Outside Storage

Some businesses store equipment and bulk materials outside.

Building repair, maintenance, and remodeling projects also

often requires temporary outside storage of materials and

equipment. Unprotected outdoor storage areas can be a source

of pollutants, including sediment, chemicals, nutrients, oil,

grease, and other materials such as concrete. Providing 

protective cover is a simple and effective way to prevent 

pollution. Covers can be simple such as temporary tarps, 

plastic sheeting or tents, or include more sturdy long-term

structures such as sheds, roofs, or canopies. 

TO PREVENT WATER POLLUTION

■ Minimize the amount of equipment, materials, construction

debris, and wastes stored outside. Whenever possible, store 

things indoors.

■ Keep equipment and materials covered to prevent exposure 

to rain and runoff.

■ Inspect storage areas, containers, and covers regularly to 

ensure they are in good condition. Repair or replace any 

damaged items.

■ Sweep and pick up litter and sediment that accumulate 

around storage areas.

■ Check equipment for leaks and clean up any that occurred. 

■ Place products that have the potential to leak in plastic trays 

or buckets to capture and contain any leaks or spills. This 

“secondary containment” also protects equipment and 

materials from being exposed to runoff. If containment is 

not used, keep materials or equipment off the ground on 

pallets or blocks so leaks can be quickly spotted and 

cleaned up. 

■ Secure open bags of cement or other loose materials to 

prevent them from being blown away. 

■ Temporarily block storm drains during construction 

projects. 

Equipment and Vehicle Maintenance

It is important in any business to keep equipment clean and

maintained to ensure it is functioning properly. Prevent oil,
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TROUBLED WATERS

One gallon of oil in the

storm drain can pollute up

to one million gallons of

storm water.

Use secondary containment to

capture any leaks or spills.

DID YOU KNOW?

Dumping anything besides

rain water in a storm drain

is illegal. 



grease, bacteria, metals, nutrients, detergents, and other chemi-

cals from entering a storm drain when washing equipment or

vehicles outside. Polluted wash water, even in small amounts,

can accumulate in storm drains and streams where it can harm

aquatic life and impact water quality. 

TO PREVENT WATER POLLUTION

■ Do not pour or direct wash water into a storm drain. 

■ Dispose of wash water in a sink, sanitary sewer, or a holding 

tank where it can be collected and disposed of properly. 

■ Avoid cleaning equipment outside. If it can’t be avoided, 

clean equipment on pervious or grassy areas that can help 

filter out pollutants.

■ Clean small equipment or containers in mop sinks that are 

connected to the sanitary sewer. 

■ Keep rags, mops, absorbents, and other cleaning supplies 

readily accessible to cleanup spills. Consider purchasing a 

spill kit.

■ Use non-toxic or less hazardous cleaning products 

whenever possible. 

■ Properly store cleaning products in labeled containers.

■ Take business vehicles to car washes that recycle and treat 

wash water. 

■ Keep business vehicles tuned up and check for leaks on a 

regular basis.

Take vehicles to car washes

that recycle and treat wash

water.

There are a number of 

manufacturers that supply

spill kits and drain protection

products. To find these 

products, you can conduct 

an Internet search for 

“spill kits,” “drain covers or 

protection products,” spill 

containment,” or “waste 

water capture.”
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A spill pack contains gloves,

absorbent pads, booms, and

waste disposal bags.
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