


This page intentionally left blank.



The Arlington County Police Department 2020 Annual Report

Table of Contents
Mission Statement 3

Message from the Chief 4

Community and Department Demographics 5

Community and Department Fast Facts 6

Department Highlights 7

Advancing Best Practices in Law Enforcement 8

Agency Updates from ACPD 10

Officer Wellness Program 11

Grant Funded Wellness Programs 12

Navigating the COVID-19 Pandemic 13

Crime Prevention and Control 15

Understanding NIBRS Crime Statistics 16

2020 Crime Statistics 17

Crimes Against Persons 18

Crimes Against Property 19

Crimes Against Society 20

Group B Arrests 21

Overview of Carjacking Offenses 22

Crimes Against Persons Highlights 23

Cold Case Spotlight 24

Crimes Against Property Highlights 25

The Ongoing Opioid Crisis in Arlington 26

Transportation Safety 28

2020 Traffic Statistics 29

Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) 30

Patrolling Arlington on Two Wheels 31

Vision Zero Updates 31

Transportation Safety Photo Highlights 32

Community Engagement 33

ACPD Launches Homeless Outreach Program 34

Community Engagement Highlights 36

Community Engagement Photo Highlights 37

Hall of Honor 41

Connect with ACPD 42



The mission of the Arlington County 

Police Department is the reduction of the 

incidence of crime and the improvement 

of the quality of life in Arlington County 

by making it a place where all people can 

live safely and without fear.
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Message from the Chief
From the desk of Chief Andy Penn
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On behalf of the dedicated men and women of the Arlington County Police Department 

(ACPD), I am pleased to present the 2020 Annual Report which celebrates our 80 years of 

service to the community. This report is an opportunity to look back at the many 

accomplishments achieved throughout the year in support of our three key initiatives of 

community engagement, transportation safety and crime prevention and control. It also 

summarizes crime and traffic statistics and provides an overview of multi-year trends in both 

categories. 

The overall crime rate of Group A Offenses remained consistent with those reported in 2019 

and below historical peaks in offenses reported in 2016. However, 2020 was marked 

particularly by increases in vehicle-related property crimes including carjacking offenses, motor 

vehicle thefts, larcenies from auto and tamperings. These increases represent a trend 

throughout the National Capital Region and Arlington detectives worked collaboratively with our 

local, state and federal law enforcement partners to investigate cases, identify suspects and 

apprehend those responsible. These combined efforts led to a number of significant arrests.

The tragic, preventable and unlawful death of Mr. George Floyd sparked a 

national conversation around policing in America. We met and continue to 

engage with community members, civic organizations and businesses across 

Arlington to build strong relationships, hear concerns and share information to 

help ensure we are providing professional law enforcement services that reflect 

the values of our community. We are committed to 21st Century Policing 

strategies and in this report, you will read about a number of programs and 

initiatives ACPD has already undertaken to advance best practices. Looking 

forward, we are committed to continuing these advancements, using 

recommendations from the Police Practices Group as a guide. 

In 2020, we faced unprecedented challenges as a result of the COVID-19 

global pandemic. Like many organizations and businesses, we had to make 

operational adjustments to ensure the health and wellness of our staff and 

community. ACPD’s sworn and civilian staff rose to each new challenge faced 

and continued to serve the Arlington community with an unwavering 

commitment to improving the overall quality of life through crime reduction. I 

am immensely proud of their dedication.

I strongly believe ACPD is at our best when we are working collaboratively with 

the Arlington community. We take great pride in the relationships we’ve built 

throughout Arlington and will continue to work to build community trust with 

each and every interaction. 

Andy Penn

Chief of Police



Demographics
A diverse police department, reflective of the Arlington Community
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RACE/ETHNICITY ARLINGTON COUNTY

Non-Hispanic or Latino 176,245 84.9%

White 132,961 64.0%

Black or African American 17,088 8.2%

Asian or Pacific Islander 19,895 9.6%

Other or Multi-Racial 6,301 3.0%

Hispanic or Latino 31,382 15.1%

TOTAL POPULATION 207,627 100.0%

RACE/ETHNICITY ACPD SWORN STAFF*

Non-Hispanic or Latino 312 88.39%

White (Non-Hispanic) 248 70.25%

Black or African American (Non-Hispanic) 39 11.05%

Asian or Pacific Islander (Non-Hispanic) 6 1.70%

Other or Multi-Racial (Non-Hispanic) 19 5.38%

Hispanic or Latino 41 11.61%

White 32 9.07%

Black or African American 1 0.28%

American Indian or Alaskan Native 2 0.57%

Other or Multi-Racial 6 1.70%

TOTAL POPULATION 353 100.0%

GENDER ACPD SWORN STAFF*

Male 264 74.79%

Female 89 25.21%

TOTAL 353 100.0%
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Source: 2010 Census

*ACPD Sworn Staff data current as of publication date, June 22, 2021.



ARLINGTON COUNTY SIZE

26 square miles

DEPARTMENT SWORN STAFF

353

FAST FACTS

ARLINGTON COUNTY POPULATION*

228,400

TRAFFIC CRASHES

1,509

TRAFFIC CITATIONS & WARNINGS

25,741

AUXILIARY OFFICERS

8

CALLS FOR SERVICE

58,800

Department Overview
Agency and community fast facts
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DEPARTMENT PROFESSIONAL STAFF

98

PARKING CITATIONS & WARNINGS

58,709
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*2020 population estimate

https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Arlington-County-Profile-2020.pdf
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Advancing Best Practices in Law Enforcement
Programs and initiatives in support of 21st century policing

Department Highlights 2020 Annual Report

Virginia Community Policing Act Data Collection Changes

The Community Policing Act, Virginia House Bill 1250, took effect on July 1st, 2020. This new law requires law enforcement and 

State Police to collect certain information from drivers during all motor vehicle (traffic) and investigatory stops and prohibits law 

enforcement officers and State Police from engaging in bias-based policing.

ACPD began complying with the requirements of this law and collecting required data on July 1st, 2020. On each stop conducted 

by a local law enforcement officer or State Police officer throughout the State, the following information is now collected, based 

upon the officer’s observation or information provided to them by the driver:

• Race, ethnicity, age and gender of the person stopped

• The reason for the stop

• The location of the stop

• Whether a verbal warning, written citation or summons was issued or whether any person was arrested

• If a verbal warning, written citation or summons was issued or an arrest was made, the violation or crime charged

• Whether the vehicle or any person was searched

Data collected during traffic and investigatory stops is reported to Virginia State Police and for inclusion in the Community 

Policing Reporting Database. The Department of Criminal Justice Services accesses the database for the purpose of analyzing 

data to determine the existence and prevalence of the practice of bias-based policing and the prevalence of complaints alleging 

the use of excessive force. In addition to the reporting required by the Community Policing Act, the Department’s Office of 

Professional Responsibility continues to conduct internal audits on all allegations of misconduct and fully review and investigate 

incidents involving use of force.

ACPD remains committed to serving with utmost respect, while remaining engaged and transparent with our community. The 

information and data collected as a result of the Community Policing Act furthers the Department’s ability to ensure we hold 

ourselves accountable to the highest professional standards. Moreover, the Department continues to work proactively with the 

community in identifying needed data values to increase transparency with the public.

Expansion of Online Reporting System

In May, the Department announced the expansion of its online police reporting system. 

The system update builds upon the County’s comprehensive effort to improve service 

delivery through its website and online platforms to better meet the needs of our 

constituents.

The system’s expansion included additional reporting capabilities, as well as the 

implementation of online reporting in Spanish. The expansion of reporting capabilities 

enables the public to file reports for vehicle crashes meeting set parameters, instead of 

completing the report in-person or submitting it by mail. In support of the Department’s 

efforts to increase the accessibility of online services to those with limited English

Online Reports Filed

2019 3,449

2020 4,538

proficiency, the online police reporting system was translated and now allows for the submission of non-emergency reports in 

Spanish.

At the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Department began taking proactive measures to minimize non-emergency face-to-

face contact with the public to help mitigate the potential spread of the virus. The expansion of crash reporting and reporting in 

Spanish to this system furthers the Department’s ability to adhere to public health protocols, while ensuring the public has safe 

and efficient means of reporting incidents to law enforcement.
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https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+sum+HB1250&201+sum+HB1250
https://police.arlingtonva.us/online-police-reporting-system/
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Launch of the Police Practices County Manager Appointed Work Group

Following recent events involving policing and racial justice across the United States, the County Board asked the County 

Manager to lead a review of police policies and practices. This review was designed to ensure that the Department is current 

with policing best practices and continues to build trust between police and the community. Two consultants with experience 

conducting police department assessments on practices, policy review, criminal justice reform and conflict analysis are leading 

the assessment. The newly formed 15-member Police Practices Group (PPG) began meeting in August 2020 to review related 

policy issues and offer recommendations to the County Manager. The PPG presented their Report and Recommendations of the 

Subcommittees on February 15th, 2021. Review the PPG Year 1 Recommendations Status.

Police Implement Body Worn Camera Program

The Arlington County Police Department implemented the 

use of body worn camera technology as an additional tool in 

our commitment to providing professional law enforcement 

services to the Arlington community. These cameras build 

upon our longstanding history of community policing by 

highlighting the professionalism of the agency while instilling 

greater public confidence as we continue to hold ourselves 

accountable to the highest professional standards.

In June, County Manager Mark Schwartz announced funding for a body worn camera program for the Police Department, 

Sheriff’s Office, and Fire Marshal’s Office as part of his proposed FY 2021 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). In July, the County 

Board approved the CIP and funding for the program. Specifically, the CIP provided $268,000 for body worn camera hardware; 

$244,000 for upgrades to four County courtrooms to support the technology; $536,000 for data storage, software, and 

maintenance; and $755,000 for replacing existing in-car camera systems to one compatible with body worn cameras.

Prior to implementation, the Police Department, Sheriff’s Office, and Fire Marshal’s Office sought the public’s input and feedback 

on draft Digital Evidence Management System policies, regulating digital audio and video recordings captured by body worn 

cameras, in-car cameras, and interview room cameras. The goal of this engagement was to create model policies utilizing 

established best practices and to continue to strengthen community relations and professional standards within the departments 

by enhancing transparency, accountability, and training.

In December, police officers assigned to the Operations Division began wearing body worn cameras and recording all dispatched

calls for service, enforcement contacts and investigative contacts. The deployment of cameras includes officers assigned to 

Patrol, Special Operations, Community Outreach, K-9, Civil Disturbance and the Emergency Response Team (commonly 

referred to as SWAT). This technology complements the existing in-car camera system and interview room cameras used to 

document digital and audio video recordings of law enforcement activity and interactions. 
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Formation of a Regional Northern Virginia Critical Incident Response Team

In an effort to further enhance the community’s trust surrounding investigations into law enforcement uses of force resulting in

serious injuries, the Arlington County Police Department and 10 regional partner agencies entered into a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) for the formation of a Regional Northern Virginia Critical Incident Response Team (CIRT). This team will 

consist of experienced investigators and supervisors from each participating agency and will be available to perform the criminal 

investigation of certain critical incidents involving a law enforcement officer. This team will bring together expertise from different 

agencies to allow for an independent criminal investigation into serious uses of police force, while at the same time increasing

public trust in the investigation. Research and coordination on the formation of CIRT occurred throughout CY 2020, the 

partnership was announced during a press conference held in January 2021 and CIRT is expected to become operational during 

Spring 2021.

https://departments.arlingtonva.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2021/02/ArlingtonPolicePracticeGroup.Subcommittee.Report..FINAL_.2.15.21.pdf
https://departments.arlingtonva.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2021/06/PPG-Recommendations-Year-1-Snapshot-06.10.21.pdf
https://police.arlingtonva.us/body-worn-camera-program/
https://budget.arlingtonva.us/cip/
https://public.powerdms.com/ARLVAPD/tree/documents/2207371
https://police.arlingtonva.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2021/01/Regional-CIRT-Press-Release.pdf


In Memory of Retired Chief of Police William K. Stover

On Friday, April 17th, 2020, retired Chief of Police William K. “Smokey” Stover passed 

away of natural causes. He was 89 years old. Chief Stover began his four-decade long 

career with the Arlington County Police Department in 1956 as a patrol officer. Over 

the years, he rose through the ranks serving as a Detective in the Vice Unit, 

Lieutenant in the Internal Affairs Unit and Deputy Chief of the Operations Division. He 

was appointed Chief of Police in 1978 where he guided the agency’s over three 

hundred officers until his retirement in 1996. Chief Stover was known for his integrity, 

character and straight talk, no-nonsense style. It is these attributes that allowed him

Celebrating the Retirement of Chief of Police Murray “Jay” Farr

Police Chief Murray “Jay” Farr retired on September 4th with 30 years of dedicated service to the Arlington community. Chief Farr 

had provided leadership as Arlington’s Chief of Police since May of 2015. During his time as Chief, he focused on community 

engagement, transportation safety, and crime prevention and control. Chief Farr rose through the ranks and served in a variety 

of positions in the Department, including assignments as Deputy Chief of Police for Systems Management, Operations, and 

Criminal Investigations. He also served as Arlington County Acting Deputy County Manager and had been an active member of 

the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, serving as the Chair of the Police Chief Committee. 

New Class A Uniforms

In 2020, the Police Department conducted a test and evaluation of new Class A dress 

uniforms. The test and evaluation included both different colors, as well as different 

styles. The department proposed exploring new uniform options after discovering that 

unique uniform colors, including the previous heather blue shirt and pant stripe, became 

increasingly difficult to obtain. The new Class A selection simplifies and streamlines the 

distribution of uniforms across the Department.

Following the test and evaluation of multiple uniform colors, the Department selected 

the navy blue Class A dress uniform. Department personnel began wearing the new 

Class A uniform in July. The patrol and K9 uniforms remain unchanged.

to gain the respect of both the officers and the community. His dedication to helping others was ever-present and he mentored 

many in the law enforcement community throughout the region. 
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Agency Updates
Internal news from the Arlington County Police Department
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WELLNESS PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
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Officer Wellness Program
Reaffirming our commitment to employee physical and mental health

Launch of Virginia Hospital Center First Responder Support and Performance Program

The Department continued to strengthen its commitment to ensuring staff have access to the physical and mental 

wellness resources they need to succeed in their jobs. Below are some of the highlights from 2020, which was a 

particularly challenging year for law enforcement.

•Training: During pre-academy training, recruit officers receive a presentation from the Peer Support Team and Employee 

Assistance Program (EAP) about emotional survival for law enforcement, and the overall importance of mental wellness 

throughout their careers. During post-academy training, new officers hear from a veteran officer who was on-scene at the 

mass shooting at the Route 91 Harvest Music Festival in Las Vegas in 2017. The officer's presentation details the police 

response, his involvement, and the mental and emotional well-being challenges that followed.

•Presentations: Department staff and regional partners presented to the National Emergency Number Association and the 

Mountain Region of the National Park Service on the importance of mental wellness for public safety and support staff, 

sharing information about programs in Arlington. In addition, they shared insights gained from the statewide survey 

previously conducted in Virginia on mental wellness, and Department policies and practices concerning mental health, which 

can be relevant to dispatchers as well.

•Research: The Department began working with the Cummings Foundation for Behavioral Health to review Department 

programs and resources regarding mental health and wellness to refine our evidence-based approach and ensure alignment 

with best practices. Personnel are also participating in a national survey on public safety wellness.

•Support Team: The Peer Support Team gained multiple new members in 2020 and provided critical support to staff in 

managing the stress and mental health impacts associated with the COVID-19 pandemic and challenges in policing.

•Addition of Public Safety Wellness Director: The County’s four public safety agencies collaborated to fund a new 

position to bring on a Public Safety Wellness Director. This new director began their work in early 2021.

Virginia Hospital Center and all four Arlington County Public Safety agencies (the Police Department, Sheriff's Office, Fire 

Department and Public Safety Communications and Emergency Management) collaborated with Cigna and Arlington County 

Human Resources to establish and develop outpatient services specifically designed for first responders in need of clinical 

assistance. The development of this program included consultation with facilities and clinicians that specialize in treatment of first 

responders, to improve the quality of patient care. This program maximizes accessibility of clinical resources for first responders 
throughout the region as they confront personal and professional challenges.
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Grant Funded Wellness Programs
Investing in the mental and physical wellness of employees

Department of Criminal Justice Services Grant Funded Programs

With the assistance of grant funding from the Department of Criminal Justice Services, the Department expanded its wellness 

programming to include yoga classes, educational materials, equine therapy, Reality Based Training (RBT), and the installation of 

a new, expanded gym on the 1st floor of Police Headquarters.

•Educational Materials: The Department purchased several books, all with a focus on officer wellness, for both individual 

distribution and use as library resources for the entire department.

•Yoga: The Department has partnered with a yoga instructor who has vast experience in working with first responders and 

members of the military to host weekly classes for personnel. The classes are based around the guided mindfulness 

technique Yoga Nidra. This form of yoga is accessible to anyone, regardless of fitness level or yoga experience.

•Equine Therapy: In Fall 2020, the Department began a pilot program with Lift Me Up, an equine facility in Great Falls, Va. 

The facility provides equine therapy sessions for a variety of populations, including military veterans and children with 

disabilities, but had not previously worked with first responders. Following two pilot sessions, additional sessions for personnel 

were scheduled. Participation in equine therapy sessions does not require prior experience with horses. Officers work directly 

with the horses on concepts including self-awareness, communication, leadership and teamwork.

•Gym: Grant funding enabled the Department to invest in the creation and build out of a new gym area for personnel to use at 

the station, including the purchasing of new fitness equipment and weights.

•Reality Based Training: Reality Based Training (RBT) is an instruction method that involves scenario evolutions where 

officers can practice de-escalation and tactical response techniques. By exposing officers to controlled stress in a training 

environment, officers are better able to recognize and manage their stress in real-world settings in the community. RBT is 

used with both new and tenured officers to ensure they continue to refine their skills and response to various incidents. The

Department has been using RBT for approximately 10 years, and this training allowed newer trainers and instructors to 

continue to use these important concepts in their work with officers throughout the Department.
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Navigating the COVID-19 Pandemic
Adjusting the way we do business to meet new challenges
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Police Service Impacts

Throughout the pandemic, the Department has remained fully operational while adjusting certain non-essential and in-person 

services to help mitigate the possible spread of COVID-19, ensuring the Department maintains a healthy workforce to address 

emergency calls for service and in-progress crimes. For example, applicable late reports of non-emergency incidents have been 

diverted to the online reporting system. Officers continue to respond to in-progress crimes and emergency calls for service where 

there is an immediate threat to life, health or property.

Officers are adhering to the recommendations of the CDC and, whenever possible, practicing social distancing. Responding 

officers may request reporting parties and witnesses of emergency calls to step outside to speak in an open air environment. The

public may also observe officers wearing protective gear such as gloves, masks or eye protection to help reduce exposure.

Supporting Arlington’s Local Businesses

In April, Arlington Economic Development’s BizLaunch and Arlington 

County Police Department’s Restaurant Initiative launched a social 

media campaign designed to support local businesses who had been 

impacted by economic hardship during the pandemic. The campaign 

encouraged the public, community organizations and businesses to 

‘Act Local. Think Local.’ and share stories about the businesses they 

love. Throughout the day, community members tagged their favorite 

local business using #BizStrongArlVa and small businesses 

highlighted their products and services, unique ways in which they 

have pivoted and special hours and pickup or delivery options. The 

campaign highlighted that Arlington would get through these difficult 
times together as a community. 
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Helping to Guide Businesses During the Pandemic

Restaurants and local businesses have faced unprecedented challenges and uncertainty during the pandemic. To assist them 

as they navigate this difficult time, the Business Outreach Unit has acted as a liaison, providing timely information on the 
various Governor’s Executive Orders, creating resource guides and working proactively

with businesses to mitigate issues such as crowd management, de-escalating 

conflicts related to the mask mandate and tips on how to safeguard businesses. The 

unit also worked collaboratively with other county agencies to bring meaningful 

solutions to identified concerns such as addressing parking issues related to pick-up 

and curbside restaurant orders and ensuring Temporary Outdoor Seating Areas 

(TOSAs) met established safety guidelines. 
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Thanking Front Line Healthcare Workers

Healthcare professionals are working tirelessly on the front lines of the COVID-19 

pandemic. On April 15th, Arlington County Police and Fire Department personnel 

gathered outside Virginia Hospital Center during shift change to show our support 

and appreciation for all that they do. The staff at Virginia Hospital Center are a core 

part of our community and are key partners in our commitment to the safety and 

well-being of Arlington. It was important for public safety personnel to show them a 

little bit of encouragement and support, because they do the same for us day in 

and day out.

Food Drive Benefiting the Arlington Food Assistance Center

In August, the Community Outreach Unit conducted a food drive to benefit the many 

Arlington families seeking assistance from the Arlington Food Assistance Center 

(AFAC).

AFAC provides Arlington households with dignified access to nutritious, 

supplemental groceries, free of charge. Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, AFAC 

continued to see its client base grow, increasing their need for food donations from 

the public in order to continue to meet the needs of their clients. Officers collected 

donations at three contactless, drive-thru donation stations across Arlington. In two 

hours, the public donated 6,509 lbs. of food to support the community.

Supporting COVID-19 Collection Sites

Throughout the pandemic, Arlington County Government partnered with various 

entities to offer pop-up and permanent COVID-19 sample collection sites across 

the County. Working collaboratively with other county agencies, the Police 

Department provided site security and traffic control at these locations to ensure the 

safety of patients, staff, volunteers, and the community. Additionally, the 

Department deployed high-visibility variable message boards with important 

COVID-19 information in both English and Spanish to help raise public awareness 

around available resources. 

Distributing Food to Families in Need

Arlington is working to ensure that all residents who need food assistance have 

access to available resources. During the pandemic, food deliveries and 

distributions were more critical than ever for families in need. Officers assigned to 

the School Resource Officer Unit and the Community Outreach Unit partnered with 

community organizations including Arlington Food Assistance Center, AHC Inc., 

Real Food for Kids, Bayou Bakery, Lantuun Dohio, Randolph Elementary School 

PTA, Barcroft Elementary School PTA and Abingdon Elementary School PTA to 

assist with bagging and distributing groceries to make it easier and safer for 

residents to grab and go. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d2uYVj8y7EA&feature=youtu.be
https://afac.org/


Crime Prevention & Control



Group A Offenses and Group B Arrests

In 2018, the Arlington County Police Department began reporting all crime using the Federal Bureau of Investigations’ Nationa l 

Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS). In past editions of the Department’s Annual Report (2017 and prior reports), crime 

was reported in accordance with the Uniform Crime Report (UCR). Crime statistics presented in this report are consistent with

data reported to Virginia State Police (VSP). This change is intended to improve the overall quality of crime data collected by law 

enforcement agencies across the nation. NIBRS provides greater specificity in reporting offenses, collects more detailed 

information, gives more context to specific crime problems and provides greater analytic flexibility. All agencies will transition to 

NIBRS-based reporting by 2021. 

Additional information on what offenses comprised the past UCR Part I and Part II Offense Categories, as well as what offenses 

are included in the NIBRS Group A and Group B Offense Categories and a definition of each offense is available through the FBI. 

The data in this report appears as submitted to VSP in March of the succeeding year. Due to the nature of police investigations,

crime data may be updated following submission. A comprehensive database of crime reported in the Commonwealth of Virginia 

is available on the Virginia State Police (VSP) website.

Group A Offenses – Crimes Against Persons, Crimes Against Property, Crimes Against Society

NIBRS defines the following Group A Offenses as crimes against persons: murder/non-negligent manslaughter, negligent 

manslaughter, abduction/kidnapping, sex offenses, aggravated assault, simple assault, intimidation, and human trafficking. 

Virginia Code broadly defines abduction/kidnapping as any person who unlawfully detains another person, to include preventing

someone from leaving a room. This is most often charged in domestic violence situations where one party prevents another party 

from leaving. Forcible sex offenses include forcible rape, forcible sodomy, sexual assault with an object and forcible fondling.

Non-forcible sex offenses include incest and statutory rape. 

NIBRS defines the following Group A Offenses as crimes against property: arson, bribery, burglary/breaking and entering, 

counterfeiting/forgery, destruction/vandalism of property, embezzlement, extortion/blackmail, fraud offenses, larceny/theft 

offenses, robbery, stolen property and motor vehicle theft. Stolen property offenses include receiving, buying, selling, possessing, 

concealing or transporting any property with the knowledge that it has been unlawfully taken. Extortion/blackmail cases often

result from online, email and phone scams. 

NIBRS defines the following Group A Offenses as Crimes Against Society: drug/narcotic offenses, gambling offenses, prostitution 

offenses, and weapons law violations. Gambling offenses include betting/wagering, operating/promoting/assisting gambling, 

gambling equipment violations and sports tampering. Prostitution offenses include prostitution, assisting or promoting prostitution 
and purchasing prostitution. 

Group B Adult Arrests

NIBRS defines the following offenses as Group B Offenses: bad checks, curfew/loitering/vagrancy violations, disorderly conduct, 

driving under the influence, drunkenness, family offenses (non-violent), liquor law violations, peeping tom, runaway, trespass of 

real property, and all other offenses not categorized as Group A and not included in one of the Group B categories. VSP only 

tracks the number of Group B Arrests, and does not track the total number of offenses.

Understanding NIBRS Crime Statistics
An overview of crime in Arlington County in 2020

Crime Prevention and Control 2020 Annual Report

2020 Annual Report | 16

https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2010/crime-in-the-u.s.-2010/offense-definitions
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/offensea_offenseb.pdf
https://ucr.fbi.gov/nibrs/2012/resources/nibrs-offense-definitions
https://va.beyond2020.com/


Crime in Arlington County remained relatively constant for Group A Offenses, and declined for Group B Arrests in 2020. 

Crime remains within the standard range of five-year trends for both categories and below historical peaks in offense 

totals reported in 2016. The total number of offenses, as well as the violent crime rate (offenses per 100,000 persons) 

remain below the 2020 Virginia average, and below the most-recent FBI Uniform Crime Report. The use of online 

reporting increased 31.5% from 2019 in 2020, now accounting for almost 36% of all case reports. Group B Arrest totals 

declined significantly, impacted by a decrease in alcohol-related arrests.

Data Source: Virginia State Police NIBRS Agency Crime Overview; data shown as submitted to VSP in March of the following year.  

*Group B Offense Arrests represent adult arrest statistics only

Year Group A Offense Totals Group B Arrest Totals*

2016 8,808 1,559

2017 8,092 1,277

2018 7,313 1,209

2019 7,985 1,324

2020 7,990 956

Crime Statistics
An overview of crime in Arlington County in 2020

Crime Prevention and Control 2020 Annual Report
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Group A Offenses – Crimes Against Persons

Reported crimes against persons increased 9% in 2020 from 2019 totals. There were reductions in the number of sex-

related offenses, but these declines were offset by increases in aggravated assault, simple assault, and intimidation. These 

increases were significant compared to the previous five year averages of those offenses. However, Arlington’s violent 

crime rate, expressed as crimes against persons per 100,000 population, continues to be less than half the state of Virginia 

violent crime rate.

The primary driver of the increase in Crimes Against Persons were assaults. Assaults peaked in January 2020, then declined 

until a sustained three-month high during July-September before declining again. This temporal pattern was similar to other 

offense types this year, likely related to COVID-19 closures. Assaults occurred throughout the County, with increased 

concentrations of incidents in areas with higher population density and around major transportation corridors. Domestic assault 

and battery offenses against a family or household member increased by 38 cases (14.6%) compared to 2019 and were a 

significant contributor to the increase in simple assaults. Aggravated Assault offenses have increased primarily due to the use of 

a weapon.

Data Source: Virginia State Police NIBRS Agency Crime Overview; data shown as submitted to Virginia State Police in March of each year.  

Crimes Against Persons 2018 2019 2020

Abduction/Kidnapping 26 25 25

Aggravated Assault 175 150 210

Simple Assault 735 822 906

Intimidation 123 105 111

Human Trafficking 0 0 0

Murder/Non-Negligent 

Manslaughter
4 2 3

Negligent Manslaughter 0 0 0

Sex Offenses – Forcible 154 127 92

Sex Offenses – Non-

Forcible
7 3 1

Grand Total 1,224 1,234 1,348

Crime Statistics
An overview of Crimes Against Persons in 2020
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Crimes Against Property (2016-2020) Crimes Against Property 2018 2019 2020

Arson 10 6 4

Bribery 1 0 0

Burglary/Breaking & Entering 128 158 150

Counterfeiting/Forgery 139 129 86

Destruction/Damage/

Vandalism of Property
592 667 752

Embezzlement 49 43 17

Extortion/Blackmail 90 35 24

Fraud Offenses 1,305 1,347 1,302

Larceny/Theft Offenses 2,365 2,750 2,729

Motor Vehicle Theft 171 227 323

Robbery 76 92 117

Stolen Property Offenses 49 49 54

Grand Total 4,975 5,503 5,558

Group A Offenses – Crimes Against Property

Crimes Against Property offenses increased slightly (+1%), compared to 2019. Use of the Department’s Online Reporting System, 

which allows the public to report certain property offenses online, increased significantly with online and telephone reported cases 

accounting for nearly 36% of the total number of cases in 2020. 

The primary driver of Crimes Against Property were fraud and larceny offenses. Those offense types held relatively stable, 

and accounted for more than 72% of total offenses. There were marked increases destruction/damage/vandalism, robbery, and 

motor vehicle theft which drove the increase.

While burglary and fraud offenses declined, robbery and motor vehicle theft remain areas of focus. Vehicle-related theft accounts 

for about 1/3 of all larceny events. Unlocked vehicles are most-frequently targeted during overnight hours. Multiple vehicles in a 

neighborhood are often entered during one overnight period. Vehicle parts, such as airbags, rims, and catalytic converters are also 

popular targets for vehicle-related larceny. Toyotas and Hondas located in open-air parking lots are most-frequently targeted for 

this type of theft. Locking your car, making sure to keep your key fob away from your vehicle, and parking in well-lit areas are all 

ways to deter vehicle-related theft. Motor vehicle thefts often targeted cars left running unattended and those parked with keys left 

inside.

Carjacking offenses, which increased from one in 2019 to 16 in 2020, contributed to the increase in robbery offenses. Of note, any 

theft involving the use or implied use of force is classified as a robbery, with larger concentrations of incidents typically occurring at 

commercial centers in and around major transportation corridors within the County.

Data Source: Virginia State Police NIBRS Agency Crime Overview; data shown as submitted to Virginia State Police in March of each year.  

Crime Statistics
An overview of Crimes Against Property in 2020
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Crimes Against Society 2018 2019 2020

Drug/Narcotic Offenses 995 1,104 939

Gambling Offenses 0 0 0

Pornography/Obscene 

Material
39 26 22

Prostitution Offenses 14 11 13

Weapons Law Offenses 66 92 106

Grand Total 1,114 1,233 1,080

Crime Statistics
An overview of Crimes Against Society in 2020

Crime Prevention and Control 2020 Annual Report

Group A Offenses – Crimes Against Society 

Crimes Against Society offenses decreased by 12% in 2020, primarily due to declines in drug/narcotic offenses. The decline 

in narcotics-related offenses may have been related to legislative changes enacted in July 2020 regarding decriminalization 

of certain types of drug possession. 

While drug offenses declined, weapons offenses rose to their highest levels in years, up 15% from 2019. Arrests in these cases 

reflected proactive enforcement by officers. Weapons offenses include illegal use of a weapon, or illegal possession of a weapon

by someone not authorized to do so, with most offenses involving knives and firearms. ACPD took possession of 102 firearms as 

evidence in 2020, a 9.7% increase compared to 2019. Officers arrested 79 individuals for firearms violations, a 16.2% increase 

compared to 2019.

Data Source: Virginia State Police NIBRS Agency Crime Overview; data shown as submitted to Virginia State Police in March of each year.  
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Group B Arrests (Adults 

Only)
2018 2019 2020

Bad Checks 2 0 0

Curfew/Loitering/Vagrancy 

Violations
11 9 12

Disorderly Conduct 36 45 42

Driving Under the Influence 353 309 268

Drunkenness 622 719 416

Family Offenses (Nonviolent) 1 1 1

Liquor Law Violations 9 48 15

Peeping Tom 5 1 1

Trespass of Real Property 91 99 103

All Other Offenses 79 93 98

Grand Total 1,209 1,324 956

Group B Arrests

Group B Arrests decreased more than 27% in 2020, the lowest totals in recent years. The largest declines came in alcohol-

related offenses – drunkenness arrests were down 42%, driving under the influence were down 13%, and liquor law 

violations declined 68%. These declines are likely indicative of COVID-19 business closures and reduced hours of operation, 

decreased public consumption of alcohol, success of increased enforcement, advocacy and better utilization of taxis, ridesharing

and other transportation options in reducing DUI behavior. Alcohol-involved traffic collisions were reduced in 2020 to the lowest 

levels in recent years.

Vagrancy, trespass, and all other offenses arrests increased during 2020 from 2018-2019 totals. Some of the increase 

in trespassing arrests may be accounted for with arrests for vehicular tampering and entry of closed properties during COVID-

19 closures. All other offense arrests include offenses such as purchasing tobacco for minors, cruelty to animals, obstruction of 
justice, littering, falsely summoning police, and possession of burglarious tools, among others.

Drunkenness offense arrests continued to be concentrated in areas of higher population density and major transportation 

corridors. Approximately 59% of these arrests occurred on Friday, Saturday or Sunday. Liquor law violations are comprised 

of underage possession of alcohol, driving with an open container and drinking in public.

Data Source: Virginia State Police NIBRS Agency Crime Overview; data shown as submitted to Virginia State Police in March of each year.  

Crime Statistics
An overview of Group B Arrests in 2020
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Carjacking Offenses Increase in Arlington and 

Across Region
Addressing the spike in violent crime

Crime Prevention and Control 2020 Annual Report
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If you observe suspicious behavior or are the victim of a crime, contact police immediately by 

calling the Emergency Communications Center at 703-558-2222 or 9-1-1 in an emergency.

The National Capital Region, along with other major metropolitan areas across the country, experienced an increase in 

carjacking offenses during 2020. The Arlington County Police Department’s Homicide/Robbery Unit investigated 16 reports of 

carjacking offenses during the calendar year. Eight of those have been solved with arrests or the identification of a suspect 

currently held in another jurisdiction. As part of ongoing investigation efforts into these incidents, detectives are working

collaboratively with regional law enforcement partners to identify trends and apprehend suspects. 

METHOD OF THEFT

Carjacking suspects often approach victims 

as they are exiting or sitting in their parked 

vehicles, brandish a firearm and demand the 

victim’s keys or property. In some cases, the 

suspects approach the victim on foot while in 

others, the suspects approach in a vehicle 

later determined to be stolen. Reported 

incidents in Arlington County have involved 

between one and four suspects.

CRIME PREVENTION MEASURES

To combat this crime trend, in 2020 and early 

2021, the Department deployed increased 

police resources, to include both visible and 

non-visible assets, in Crystal City and the 

surrounding neighborhoods. Additionally, 

officers from the Department conducted high-

visibility enforcement patrols while engaging 

with community members and businesses in 

the area to share important crime and safety 

information. Our efforts to prevent and reduce 

crime within the County are enhanced by the 

active involvement of the community and 

members of the public are encouraged to 

continue following these safety tips for 

preventing motor vehicle thefts. 

https://newsroom.arlingtonva.us/release/crime-report-june-23-2020/
https://newsroom.arlingtonva.us/release/four-suspects-charged-in-carjacking/
https://newsroom.arlingtonva.us/release/pentagon-city-carjacking-leads-to-pursuit/
https://police.arlingtonva.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2021/02/Preventing-Motor-Vehicle-Thefts.pdf
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Robbery/Assault/Indecent Exposure Series

During the month of August, the Department investigated five reports of an aggressive cyclist involved in confrontations with

pedestrians walking along Arlington trails. Based upon witness interviews and evidence collected, the incidents were determined to 

be a series involving the same individual.

• On August 11th, the male and female victims were walking along the Four Mile Run Trail when a cyclist approached them yelling to 

stay on the right side of the yellow line. When the male victim yelled back, the cyclist approached and circled the victims on his 

bicycle before pulling down his shorts and exposing his buttocks. The cyclist then allegedly struck the male victim on the arm and 

unsuccessfully attempted to take the female victim’s phone from her hand.

• On August 15th, the male and female victims were walking on the W&OD trail when they were approached from behind by a cyclist 

traveling at a high rate of speed. When the male victim took out his cell phone, the cyclist allegedly attempted to strike him twice, 

making contact on the second attempt. The suspect then pulled down his shorts and exposed his buttocks before riding away.

• On August 16th, the female and male victim were walking on the W&OD Trail when they were approached from behind by a cyclist. 

The cyclist allegedly yelled for the pedestrians to get off the trail and passed closely by at a high rate of speed while yelling 

obscenities. When the male victim yelled back, the cyclist allegedly pulled down his shorts and exposed his buttocks. 

• On August 21st, the female victim was running on the Custis Trail when she was approached from behind by a cyclist. As the victim 

attempted to move over, the cyclist allegedly struck her in the back of the head and neck with an open hand.

• On August 29th, the male and female victims were walking along the W&OD trail when they were approached from behind by a 

cyclist traveling at a high rate of speed. When the male victim yelled for the cyclist to slow down, the suspect dismounted, 

confronted the victim and allegedly struck him in the face.

After issuing a press release seeking the public’s assistance in identifying the suspect, detectives received numerous tips and 

investigative leads from the community. On the evening of September 6th, police executed a search warrant at the suspect’s 

residence and took him into custody without incident. The suspect was charged with Robbery, Assault and Battery (x3), Indecent 

Exposure (x5), and Felony Possession with Intent to Distribute Marijuana.

Notable Criminal Investigations
Highlights from the Homicide/Robbery and Special Victims Units
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South Lowell Street Homicide

At approximately 9:54 p.m. on April 23rd, police were dispatched to the report of a suspicious vehicle in the 1900 block of South 

Lowell Street. Upon arrival, officers approached the vehicle and located the male victim deceased in the driver’s seat suffer ing from 

an apparent gunshot wound. Despite a limited number of investigative leads early on, detectives continued to follow up on every 

lead. A meticulous review of evidence and facts of the case by detectives resulted in the determination that the incident was a 

domestic-related homicide, and the suspect was identified. On September 3rd, the suspect was arrested and charged with Murder 

and Use of a Firearm in the Commission of a Felony and held without bond at the Arlington County Detention Facility.

Columbia Pike Shooting - October

At approximately 4:41 p.m. on October 21st, police were dispatched to the late report of a shooting in the 900 block of S. Dinwiddie 

Street. Arriving officers located the juvenile male victim suffering from a gunshot wound to the hand and rendered aid. He was 

transported to an area hospital with non-life-threatening injuries.

The investigation determined that the incident took place approximately 20-25 minutes prior to the dispatched call for service in the 

800 block of S. Frederick Street. Preliminarily, it was believed that the victim and three known suspects had met to conduct a drug 

transaction and a dispute ensued, during which one suspect produced a firearm and discharged it, striking the victim. The suspects 

then fled the scene and the victim left the area on foot and sought assistance nearby. The juvenile suspect was subsequently 

identified and charged with Aggravated Malicious Wounding and Use of a Firearm in the Commission of a Felony.

https://newsroom.arlingtonva.us/release/police-seek-the-publics-assistance-identifying-subject-involved-in-series-of-incidents-along-arlington-trails/
https://newsroom.arlingtonva.us/release/police-investigate-homicide-in-green-valley/
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The Department’s Cold Case Unit, led by Detective Ortiz, identified and charged individuals in two significant cases, 

following years of tireless work to bring justice to the victims and their families.
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Cold Case Spotlight
Pursuing justice, no matter how much time has passed

East Falls Church Rape Series Cold Case

In December, a suspect was arrested and charged for his involvement in multiple rapes and attempted rapes, which occurred 

between January and December 1991 in the area of the East Falls Church Metro Station. In each reported incident, the victims 

were approached by an unknown male who displayed a firearm. The cases were linked by DNA evidence, with a fourth case being 

investigated as part of the series due to similarities with the other cases.

The arrest came after the Cold Case Unit initiated a fresh look at these unsolved cases in 2017—reviewing cold case files, crime

scene evidence, and laboratory results. The DNA was resubmitted for additional analysis, including phenotyping and 

genetic genealogy, resulting in additional information that led detectives to identify the suspect. He was taken into custody and 

charged with Rape, Abduction with the Intent to Defile, Forcible Sodomy, and Use/Display of a Firearm in the Commission of a 

Felony. Since his arrest in December, he has been charged with an additional count of each of those offenses.

Missing Person Cold Case 

On March 29th, 1989 at approximately 8:00 p.m., an officer on foot patrol 

in the 1800 block of Wilson Boulevard observed a struggle between a 

male suspect and female victim. The investigation revealed that the 

male suspect was waiting outside the residence of his estranged wife, 

Marta Haydee Rodriguez, and attempted to physically abduct her before 

police intervened. The suspect was arrested and charged with 

abduction and placed on a $25,000 bond.

On May 26th, 1989, Marta was reported missing to the Arlington County 

Police Department. In the fall of 2000, detectives received information 

that she was living in Florida. Detectives made contact with the Metro-

Dade Police Department which advised that they responded to the 

victim’s current address and spoke with the victim. At that time, the 

victim’s information was removed as a missing person. It was later 

determined that this individual was not the victim and was fraudulently 

using the victim's information. The victim was then reentered as a 

missing person.

Detective Ortiz (middle), pictured with Marta’s son 

Hansel Rodriguez (left), and Pamela’s brother Derrick 

Butler (right) on the day of sentencing.

After assisting Metropolitan Police (D.C.) Homicide Detectives investigating the death of another woman, Pamela Butler, who the 

suspect previously dated and later killed, Arlington County’s Cold Case Detective pursued additional investigative leads in their 

original missing person case. In 2018, the Virginia Medical Examiner, with assistance from Arlington County’s Cold Case Detective 

and Virginia State Police, determined that human remains discovered in the median of Interstate 95 in Stafford County in 1991 were 

those of the Ms. Rodriguez.

Arlington’s Cold Case Detective presented the case to the Grand Jury in Stafford County, and, in October 2019 it returned 

indictments against the suspect, charging him with First Degree Murder and Unlawful Concealment of a Corpse. At the time of his 

indictment, the suspect was serving a prison sentence in a federal correctional facility in West Virginia. He plead guilty to second-

degree murder, effectively closing this cold case in November 2020. In April 2021, he was sentenced to 40 years in prison for this 

crime.

https://newsroom.arlingtonva.us/release/police-announce-arrest-in-1991-cold-case-rape-series/


Crime Prevention and Control 2020 Annual Report

Felony Hit and Run 

On May 23rd, 2018, police responded to the intersection of Potomac Ave. and 35th St. S. for the report of a crash involving a 

motorcyclist. The driver of the striking vehicle fled the scene prior to police arrival. The motorcyclist was transported to an area 

hospital with what appeared to be minor injuries but was later determined to be much more significant. As a result of the injuries 

sustained, the incident was investigated as a critical crash. Over the last two years, Detective Whalin conducted an intensive 

investigation including numerous witness interviews and the execution of search warrants. Once enough evidence had been 

obtained, the case was presented to the Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office for review and sought clearance to charge, as the 

suspect now resided in Texas. A felony hit and run warrant was obtained for the suspect. With the assistance of several federal 

and local agencies, the suspect was taken into custody and extradited back to Virginia. The case is still pending final disposition.

Burglary Series

Detectives with the Department’s Property Crimes Unit arrested and charged a suspect following an investigation into a series of

burglaries that occurred over the summer. During the investigation, detectives collected video and crime scene evidence that 

connected the suspect to the below incidents. These cases are currently pending adjudication.

• On May 30th, police investigated a commercial burglary in the 2700 block of Washington Boulevard in which the suspect 

gained entry to a business and stole $1,400 worth of cigarettes and an undisclosed amount of cash. Fingerprints recovered at 

the scene matched to a known suspect. A warrant for Burglary was obtained and served on the suspect while he was in 

custody on other charges.

• On June 24th, police investigated a commercial burglary in the 2700 block of S. Glebe Road in which the suspect forced entry 

to a gas station, rummaged through items, and stole over $1,400 worth of cigarettes. Video of the incident was recovered and 

showed the suspect wearing eyeglasses consistent with a pair recovered at the scene. A search warrant was executed, and 

DNA linked the suspect to the eyeglasses. In November, warrants for Burglary, Grand Larceny and Larceny with Intent to Sell 

were obtained related to this incident.

• On June 27th, police investigated a residential burglary in the 5700 block of 9th Road N. in which the suspect gained entry to 

the victim’s property and stole items of value. The incident was captured on video and agents processing the scene recovered 

numerous fingerprints. Fingerprints recovered at the scene were compared to that of the suspect and were determined to be a 

match. In July, warrants were obtained for the suspect related to this incident. 

• On June 30th, police investigated a commercial burglary in the 2700 block of S. Glebe Road in which the suspect forced entry 

into a gas station and stole approximately $700 worth of cigarettes. Video surveillance and crime scene evidence were 

recovered and detectives recognized the suspect from a separate burglary investigation. In October, following the execution of 

a search warrant, the suspect was charged with Burglary and Grand Larceny related to this incident.

Food Stamp Fraud

In August, the reporting party notified an Arlington Detective of an alleged food stamp fraud scheme occurring at a local business. 

The resulting investigation uncovered that the owners of the business were well known in the community to be willing to 

exchange food stamp cards for U.S. currency and would take a twenty percent cut from the card. Officers conducted undercover 

transactions confirming the scheme. On December 15th, investigators executed search warrants at the residence of the owners 

and the business. The search warrant led to the discovery of several hundred thousand dollars in checks issued to the owners of 

the business and a significant amount of U.S. currency. Arrest warrants were obtained charging both business owners with 

Forging Public Documents (18.2-168) and Misuse of Government Assistance Funds (63.2-523). Arlington Detectives, with 

assistance from the USDA, continue to investigate this scheme and additional charges are anticipated.

Notable Criminal Investigations
Highlights from the Property Crimes Unit and Financial Crimes Unit
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A concerning trend in the opioid crisis emerged in 2020 as ACPD investigated more fatal overdoses than any other year since it 

began actively tracking incidents involving opioids in 2014. There were 20 fatal overdoses and 54 non-fatal overdoses 

investigated in 2020. The total number of overdoses investigated in 2020 matched the 74 reported overdoses in 2017 at the 

peak of the opioid epidemic. Based on preliminary investigations into these incidents, police suspect the deaths are linked to 

heroin and prescription painkillers mixed with fentanyl. While the investigation into these incidents revealed no direct evidence 

that the increases are fueled by the COVID-19 pandemic, it is likely a factor given timing, the loss of income and jobs and the 

isolation of stay-at home orders. 

This is a dangerous and potentially life-threatening situation. Members of the public who may be affected by addiction or opioid

use are urged to take steps to protect themselves and others through available resources in Arlington. If you or someone you 

know is struggling with addiction, there are numerous treatment resources available in Arlington and through the Department of 

Human Services. Assistance is also available through Operation Safe Station, a designated safe environment where individuals 

wishing to seek help with their drug use can self-report and receive services, without fear of prosecution and incarceration. 

The Ongoing Opioid Crisis in Arlington
Addressing new spikes in total incidents and fatal overdoses

In June, the Department’s Organized Crime Section - Drug Enforcement Unit received information from the Alexandria Police 

Department and the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority (MWAA) Police Department regarding a suspect involved in a 

grand larceny auto investigation. During the execution of a search warrant at the suspect’s residence in Arlington by the Drug 

Enforcement Unit and MWAA, controlled substances and drug paraphernalia were observed in plain view. An additional search 

warrant was obtained and executed, resulting in the recovery of suspected fentanyl and marijuana, chemicals, pill presses, 

cash, and a firearm. Several vehicles associated with the suspect were also located in the area and search warrants executed 

on the vehicles led to the recovery of additional fentanyl and kilo presses. 

In October, the ongoing investigation led to the execution of additional search warrants at two residences. Additional quantities 

of fentanyl, cash, and firearms were recovered, and a co-conspirator was identified and charged with federal drug trafficking 

offenses. The ongoing investigation has resulted in the execution of more than 40 search warrants for residences, electronic 

devices, pings, pen registers, vehicles, and cloud services. The primary suspect subsequently plead guilty to federal drug 

trafficking charges and in February 2021, was sentenced to 151 months in prison for participating in a conspiracy to distribute 7 

kilograms of fentanyl. The co-conspirator is awaiting trial.

Calendar 

Year

Total Incidents 

Involving Opioids*

Total Opioid 

Overdoses**

Total Opioid Overdoses   

– Non-Fatal

Total Opioid 

Overdoses – Fatal

2015 73 10 6 4

2016 122 45 33 12

2017 157 74 55 19

2018 154 53 42 11

2019 95 42 36 6

2020 138 74 54 20

*All incidents involving heroin (Overdoses, Possession and Distribution Cases 

**Total Fatal and Non-Fatal Heroin Overdoses 

*** 5/4/18 Update: Recent returns of lab results from 2017 case evidence submissions has increased the Total Incidents Involving Opioids in 2017 from 155 to 157. (Data reflects police incidents.)

CASE HIGHLIGHT ORGANIZED CRIME SECTION

United States Attorney’s Office Eastern District of Virginia News Release - Multi-Kilogram Fentanyl Trafficker Sentenced
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https://health.arlingtonva.us/opioid-awareness/police-investigated-incidents-involving-opioids/
https://health.arlingtonva.us/opioid-awareness/treatment-resources/
https://health.arlingtonva.us/behavioral-healthcare/mental-health/
https://health.arlingtonva.us/operation-safe-station/
https://www.justice.gov/usao-edva/pr/multi-kilogram-fentanyl-trafficker-sentenced
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Community members are also encouraged to help prevent medication misuse or overdose by safely disposing of unused, 

unwanted or expired prescription medication in one of Arlington's four permanent drug take-back boxes or by requesting a free 

deactivation bag. The success of Arlington’s permanent drug take-back box program continued in 2020 as Arlingtonians taking 

advantage of this 24/7/365 service safely and proactively disposed of 1,994 lbs. of prescription medications. This is in addition 

to the 170 lbs. of medication disposed of during contactless, drive-thru events held on October 24th, 2020, in conjunction with 

the Drug Enforcement Administration’s National Prescription Drug Take Back Day. 

Recognizing that police are often the first responders to arrive on scene of an emergency, the 

Department of Human Services (DHS) partnered with the police department in 2019 to train officers 

on how to respond to an opioid overdose using the reversal medication Narcan. Officers deployed 

Narcan during 25 incidents in 2020, all resulting in improvements to the victim’s condition. Narcan is 

also available to the public over the counter without a prescription – and increasing its ability to save 

lives and prevent additional fatal overdoses. Arlingtonians can request free Narcan and REVIVE 

(Narcan) training by emailing the Department of Human Services. 

DRUG TAKE-BACK BY THE NUMBERS

1,994 lbs. 
unwanted, unused and expired medication 

safely discarded in drug take-back boxes20
20 170 lbs. 

unwanted, unused and expired medication 

safely discarded at drug take-back events
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https://health.arlingtonva.us/opioid-awareness/drug-drop-off-locations/
https://health.arlingtonva.us/behavioral-healthcare/mental-health/
mailto:narcan@arlingtonva.us
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Transportation safety is a key initiative of the Arlington County Police Department and officers are focused on ensuring the 

safety of all travelers, including bicyclists, pedestrians and motorists. The Department uses a two-pronged approach to 

improving transportation safety: education and enforcement.

Transportation safety improved in 2020 as traveler volume decreased due to COVID-19 restrictions. This trend was evident 

in total recorded collisions – down 41% from 2019 and 41% over the average of the previous 5 years. Multi-modal crashes 

were also impacted significantly, down more than 45% from the five-year average for bicycle crashes and reduced more 

than 36% for pedestrian collisions. Alcohol-involved collisions in 2020 were 39% below their 5-year average.

The Department began implementing Vision Zero as a comprehensive campaign to reduce traffic crashes. Injury, fatal, and 

property damage collisions all declined in 2020 from 2019 totals. In 2020, the Department introduced online property-

damage-only collision reporting to better meet community needs while allowing officers to focus time and efforts on 

proactive patrol and emergency response. These reports are not reported to Virginia State Police for review. There were 

332 property damage collisions reported online that were not captured in the below totals.

*Represents all reportable crash data in Arlington County, including investigations by other law enforcement agencies, within the County.

Data Source: Virginia State Police TREDS database and ACPD internal records

TRENDS IN TRANSPORTATION SAFETY (2016-2020)

Crash Data 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

All Crashes 2,711 2,508 2,535 2,558 1,509

Bicycle-Involved Crashes 32 80 58 85 33

Pedestrian-Involved Crashes 127 135 125 116 97

Alcohol-Involved Crashes 172 203 125 153 96

Crash Severity 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Injury Crashes 718 724 677 732 592

Fatal Crashes 1 5 2 6 4

Property Damage (PDO) 1,992 1,779 1,856 1,820 913

• 2020 marks the third year in a row in which 

pedestrian-involved crashes have 

decreased.

• The number of alcohol-involved collisions 

in 2020 was lower than any time in recent 

records.

• Crashes were most likely to occur on 

weekdays, during the afternoon rush hours 

between 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

• Two of the fatal collisions in 2020 were 

single vehicle crashes. 

2020 Traffic Statistics
An overview of crash data in Arlington County

Transportation Safety 2020 Annual Report
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Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP)
Working to end impaired driving in Arlington County

Transportation Safety 2020 Annual Report

The Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) is an enforcement campaign designed to 

make our roadways safer by identifying, stopping and apprehending drivers who are 

under the influence of alcohol or drugs. The program, which is supported by the 

Department’s anti-drunk driving educational efforts, utilizes saturation patrols to monitor 

vehicular traffic for signs of impaired driving. The maximum penalty in Virginia for the 

first conviction for driving under the influence is 12 months in jail, a $2,500 fine and a 12-

month suspension of driving privileges. 

• 2890 Total Enforcement Hours

• 1690 Citizen Contacts

• 838 Tickets Written

• 79 ASAP Program DUI Arrests

• 247 Other Arrests
• 119 Field Sobriety Tests Conducted

YEAR END NUMBERS ASAP PROGRAM

• 6 Fugitives Apprehended

• 40 Felony Arrests

• 27 Drug Related Arrests

• 148 Reckless Driving Cases

• 4 Open Container Violations
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Patrolling Arlington County on Two Wheels
Bike Patrol hit the pavement in Arlington County

Transportation Safety 2020 Annual Report

Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic and closure of schools in March 2020, the School Resource Officers (SRO’s) have 

remained active in our community. Many of the SRO’s, as well as members of the Community Outreach Teams, dedicated time 

to Bike Patrol to interact with community members who were spending more time outdoors during the pandemic.  

The Department’s Bike Patrol officers ride along County parks, trails, bike lanes and other key areas to provide a visible police 

presence, engage with members of the community, promote safety, and aid those who may be out walking and cycling. Bike 

Patrol offers an opportunity to educate community members and provides a unique perspective on transportation safety 

challenges within the community. Bike Patrol officers complete specialized training to ensure officers are prepared to safely

respond to incidents, keep their bikes operational, and maintain the public’s safety while out in the community. 

Vision Zero
Working to reduce traffic fatalities and serious injuries in Arlington County

On July 16th, 2019, the Arlington County Board adopted a resolution committing to Vision Zero. Through this comprehensive and 

holistic approach, the County aims to eliminate traffic fatalities and serious injuries. The resolution directed County staff to:

• Develop Vision Zero Goals and a Vision Zero Action Plan, based on a comprehensive analysis of traffic collisions in Arlington.

• Ensure that the Vision Zero Goals and Action Plan address any demonstrated inequity in traffic deaths and serious injuries 

through a combination of engineering, enforcement, education, encouragement, and evaluation. 

• Engage the community in the development and implementation of the Vision Zero Action Plan.

• Provide an annual report on implementation of the Vision Zero Action Plan and quarterly summaries of traffic fatalities, severe 

injuries, and other collisions to actively track the County’s performance.

Throughout 2020, ACPD staff have worked collaboratively with County and community stakeholders to develop the draft Vision 

Zero Action Plan, which was made available for public feedback in early 2021. The draft plan outlines the County’s commitment

to achieving the objectives defined in the County’s Vision Zero resolution. It articulates goals, objectives, action items, and 

performance measures to guide Vision Zero actions and evaluate the County’s progress towards eliminating traffic fatalities and 

serious injuries. 
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Transportation Safety 2020 Annual Report

Transportation Safety Photo Highlights
A Snapshot of our staff in the community throughout the year
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Community Engagement 2020 Annual Report

In April, Arlington County launched a Homeless Outreach Coalition to help identify unsheltered individuals at high risk for COVID-

19 and connect them with available resources and services. The coalition is comprised of stakeholders from the Police 

Department’s Homeless Outreach Program (HOP), Department of Human Services (DHS), and Arlington Street People’s 

Assistance Network (A-SPAN).

The coalition interfaces with unsheltered individuals, who are some of the most vulnerable members of our community, to 

connect them with available resources and support services. Initially formed in the early onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

coalition continues to work in the community, taking a broader approach to ensuring the well-being of unsheltered individuals and 

addressing community concerns. In 2020, this interdepartmental coordination resulted in over 400 contacts with individuals, and 

a significant number received services as a direct result of their outreach efforts. For many, this coalition acts as a catalyst for 

resources ranging from food, shelter and personal protective equipment to services such as mental health treatment and 

addiction recovery programs.

Through effective street outreach, the coalition operates in support of the County’s overarching goal to prevent and end 

homelessness. The coalition meets individuals where they are in the community, focusing particularly on areas of the County 

known to have unsheltered populations. Once contact is made with a homeless individual, the coalition:

• distributes hygiene kits containing a reusable water bottle, gloves, cloth facial coverings, hand sanitizer and basic hygiene

equipment

• provides food and water

• performs COVID-19 screenings to determine infection risk and vulnerability

• educates on ways to mitigate the possibility of exposure

• discusses the availability of various services, including temporary housing options

The Homeless Outreach Coalition works collaboratively with residents, businesses and community stakeholders to address 

safety and quality of life concerns regarding unsheltered individuals. By leveraging both government and non-profit resources, 

the coalition prioritizes diversionary programs and connecting individuals with needed services and resources when addressing

and mitigating community concerns.

ACPD Launches Homeless Outreach Program
Improving safety and quality of life concerns for some of Arlington’s most vulnerable members
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Celebrating Success: Connecting Individuals with Services, Necessities and Housing

Since its creation and implementation, the mission of ACPD’s Homeless Outreach Program has been to work with unsheltered 

individuals at high risk for COVID-19 who may benefit from services and resources. In one highlighted case, officers conducting 

proactive outreach made contact with an individual suffering from withdrawal symptoms, known to them due to quality-of-life 

concerns, who expressed interest in obtaining services. Officers acted as a conduit to services, and in partnership with multiple 

county agencies, were able to secure a space for the individual in a treatment facility. Members of the coalition were also able to 

ensure the individual had transportation to the facility, as well as provide him with new clothes and food. Through effective street 

outreach, the department continues to liaison with other coalition agencies in an effort to meet individuals where the are in the 

community and connect them with services and resources they may benefit from. The Homeless Outreach Program, in 

partnership with the County’s Homeless Outreach Coalition, continues to work together to achieve mutually beneficial outcomes

that best serve those who are experiencing homelessness, business owners and community members within the County. 

HOMELESS OUTREACH PROGRAM BACKPACK DISTRIBUTION

Members of ACPD’s Homeless Outreach Program, in partnership with DHS and A-SPAN, began collecting and filling backpacks 

with reusable water bottles, personal protective equipment, hand sanitizer, cloth facial coverings and other basic hygiene items. 

Throughout the pandemic, officers from the program have continued to collect and fill backpacks, with many of the items being

donated from community members and ACPD personnel. Entering the winter months, these backpacks also included gloves, 

blankets, socks and other winter essentials. More than 100 total backpacks have been distributed to unsheltered individuals 

throughout the County, providing them with essentials they often do not have access to. Through their continued street outreach,

many of these individuals have been connected to services, and officers from the program maintain contact to ensure they have

the essentials they need.  
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Community Engagement Highlights
A highlight of community events and programs throughout the year

USS Arlington Hosts Arlington County Police

ACPD Officers were invited to spend time aboard the USS Arlington and participate in their 

commemorating events honoring the lives lost of September 11th, 2001. Since the ship’s 

commissioning in April 2013, the crew of the USS Arlington has maintained a continuing 

relationship with Arlington County’s public safety agencies, collaborating on visits every 

9/11 anniversary.

ACPD Hosts Halloween Parade

Like many things in 2020, Halloween looked a little different this year. In lieu of traditional 

trunk-or-treat events, the Community Outreach Unit hosted a frightfully fun parade. Cruisers 

dressed in creative costumes visited neighborhoods throughout Arlington, allowing for 

physically distanced haunts to be enjoyed by trick-or-treaters of all ages.

Introducing FRK9 Brooks

In June, the department introduced FRK9 Brooks, a male Labrador service dog in training. 

FRK9 Brooks trains with his handler, Officer R. Ryan, assigned to the Community Outreach 

Unit. Together, the partners attend community events to engage with members of the 

public and help FRK9 Brooks complete his training. FRK9 Brooks also assists with officer 

wellness through de-escalation of strong emotions and stress that are often an inherent 

part of policing. 

FRK9 Brooks is named in honor of Fire Chief Norman Brooks, Sr., who dedicated his life to 

serving and helping others. Chief Brooks, Sr. served the Spotsylvania community and 

positively impacted lives for 47 years, until his passing on February 13th, 2019.

Officers Share their Favorite Books During Pages with the Police

Without the hallways filled with Arlington Public School students, the School Resource 

Officer Unit was missing something from their day! A digital series, Pages with the Police, 

was launched over the summer as a virtual way to connect with students during the 

pandemic. Officers throughout the department read their favorite childhood books, in both 

English and Spanish, over Facebook live, shared a message from the story and answered 

questions from viewers.

2020 Annual Report | 36

https://www.facebook.com/FRK9Brooks/


Community Engagement 2020 Annual Report

Community Engagement Photo Highlights
A Snapshot of our officers in the community throughout the year

2020 Annual Report | 37



Community Engagement 2020 Annual Report

Community Engagement Photo Highlights
A Snapshot of our officers in the community throughout the year

2020 Annual Report | 38



Community Engagement 2020 Annual Report

Community Engagement Photo Highlights
A Snapshot of our officers in the community throughout the year

2020 Annual Report | 39



Community Engagement 2020 Annual Report

Community Engagement Photo Highlights
A Snapshot of our officers in the community throughout the year

2020 Annual Report | 40



LOUIS SHAW

Special Police Officer

E.O.W. December 6, 1935

ISRAEL GONZALEZ

Officer

E.O.W. October 25, 1972

ARTHUR CHOROVICH

Officer

E.O.W. December 5, 1964

RUSSELL PETTIE

Detective

E.O.W. January 20, 1954

JOHN BUCKLEY

Officer

E.O.W. April 15, 1977

GEORGE POMRANING

Officer

E.O.W. September 2, 1973

HARVEY SNOOK III

Corporal

E.O.W. January 14, 2016

“It is not how these officers died that made them heroes, it is how they lived.” – Vivian Eney Cross

The Arlington County Police Department has lost seven of its heroic police officers 

while in the line of duty. To serve and protect was their oath, to honor them is our duty. 



Emergency

911

Non-emergency

703.558.2222

Web

police.arlingtonva.us

Email

police@arlingtonva.us

The Arlington County Police Department

@ArlingtonVAPD

@ArlingtonVAPD

Arlington County Police Department

Connect with ACPD
Keep in touch with Department news, events, information, and initiatives throughout the year


