September-October 2017

News and information for Arlington residents ... since 1972

County Wants S. Carlin Springs Hospital Site
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The County continues to
address its land needs.
Arlington has notified
Virginia Hospital Center that
if the hospital exercises its
option to acquire the County’s
property at 1800 N. Edison St.,
the County will acquire the
hospital’s 601 S. Carlin Springs
Road property.
The 11.57-acre site would
be partial compensation
for the Edison Property, as
the County-owned site is
known, which is adjacent to
the hospital’s North George
Mason Drive campus.
“The Board’s decision to
acquire 601 S. Carlin Springs
Road came after an extensive
public process to carefully
examine our options,” said
County Board Chair Jay
Fisette. “As we have said
many times, Arlington faces
critical decisions on the use
and acquisition of public lands. The South
Carlin Springs Road site now will be
factored into those decisions.”
The County agreed in December
2015 to facilitate the hospital’s planned
expansion by giving it an option to acquire
the Edison Property. In return, the hospital
agreed to pay the County cash and/or

compensate it with one or more of eight
hospital-owned properties, including the
South Carlin Springs Road site.
Since then, the County and Arlington
Public Schools jointly appointed a
commission to assess capital facility needs,
capital improvement plans and longrange facility planning. The Joint Facilities
Advisory Commission, after a thorough

public review, recommended that the
County acquire the 601 South Carlin
Springs Road site.
The County will further engage the
community to determine the best uses for
the property.
Learn more: commissions.arlingtonva.
us/jfac.

Milestone Toward New Lubber Run Center
The much-anticipated replacement
of Lubber Run Community Center, one
of the County’s oldest facilities, reached
an important milestone this summer
when the County Board voted to award
a contract for the project. The current
community center, at the corner of Park
Drive and North George Mason Drive,
was built in 1956.
The Board approved a $37 million
“Construction Manager at Risk” contract
with James G. Davis Construction for the
project. This type of contract improves
project delivery by setting a maximum
guaranteed amount that will be paid to
the contractor and allows the builder
to have early input on costs, schedule,
value and quality. The project is funded
by a 2016 voter-approved bond
referendum.
Following further community and
commission review of the building
concept and outdoor elements, the
Board plans to approve the design at its
September meeting.
The new building will include
environmentally friendly materials. It
will offer programs for young people,
adults and seniors, including a pre-

school, a senior center, a gymnasium
and fitness center. There also will be
multipurpose rooms, space for about 70
Park & Recreation staff and one level of
underground parking. Lubber Run’s park
and playground will be renovated.
The project’s architect, VMDO, Inc.,
recently designed Arlington Public
School’s Discovery School and will
use their experience with sustainable
design features in the Lubber Run
project. The County Board directed
staff to find a path forward for net zero
energy consumption, meaning the total

amount of energy used by the building
annually is roughly equal to the amount
of renewable energy created on the site.
The new center’s design has evolved
through an extensive community
process and reflects feedback to
optimize the green space, preserve
existing trees to the greatest possible
extent and provide indoor and outdoor
amenities for recreational activities for
all ages.
Learn more: projects.arlingtonva.
us/types/parks/lubber-run-communitycenter-project.

Arlington TV is now live-streaming Board meetings and other community sessions in crisp high definition (HD) at
youtube.com/arlingtoncounty/live. You can also watch meetings on-demand. ATV also is found on Comcast 25/74 and
Verizon FiOS 39/40.

Your County Board

Jay Fisette, Chair, and Katie Cristol, Vice Chair

Christian Dorsey, Libby Garvey, John Vihstadt

County Board Office
2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 300
Arlington, VA 22201
703-228-3130, 703-228-4611 (TTY)
703-228-7430 (fax)
countyboard@arlingtonva.us
Upcoming County Board Meetings
Sept. 16 –
Sept. 19 –
Oct. 21 –
Oct. 24 –
Nov. 18 –
Nov. 28 –

Regular Meeting
Recessed Meeting
Regular Meeting
Recessed Meeting
Regular Meeting
Recessed Meeting

View the full schedule and watch live HD
streaming of meetings at countyboard.
arlingtonva.us/meetings.
The Citizen newsletter is printed four times a
year by Arlington County. Available online at
arlingtonva.us/citizen-newsletter.
P. Golkin (Editor)
703-228-3120 (voice)
703-228-4611 (TTY) publicaffairs@arlingtonva.us.
Printed on 100 percent recycled paper, 30-40
percent post-consumer content.
Service for Visually Imparied Readers – Metropolitan
Washington Ear offers free reading of The Citizen for
people with physical disabilities who cannot effectively
read print. More information: 301-681-6636,
www.washear.org or email information@washear.org.

Get Social with Arlington
@ArlingtonVA
ArlingtonVA
Arlington County
arlingtoncountyva
nextdoor.com

FY19 Budget
The Arlington County budget
process for Fiscal Year 2019 kicks off
this fall. Learn how to participate
and provide feedback at budget.
arlingtonva.us.
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We’re No. 1 Digitally — Again
For the second straight year,
Arlington has been named the top
digital county for a population size of
150,000-249,999 residents.
The honor comes from the Center for
Digital Government and the National
Association of Counties.
Arlington was lauded for its best
technology practices in areas of open
government, transparency, citizen
engagement, cyber security and
operations.
County Board Chairman Jay Fisette
hailed the repeat honor as a reflection
on continuing efforts. “This award

acknowledges not only the County’s
commitment to open, accessible
and transparent government and to
encouraging engagement, but also the
creativity and hard work of a County
staff that is innovative in its approach to
digital services.”
The award is based on a
comprehensive appraisal of the
technology programs and plans of
counties across the nation. Arlington’s
Open Government program, which
uses technology to make government
transactions, planning and decisionmaking more accessible and

transparent, was acknowledged.
Specifically cited: the County’s livestreaming of County Board meetings,
work sessions and commission
meetings, and its introduction of the
popular Library mobile app popular
Library mobile app, available through
library.arlingtonva.us/app.

Rosslyn Sector Plan Honored
Arlington’s Rosslyn Sector Plan has won kudos from the Virginia
Chapter of the American Planning Association for encouraging
economic redevelopment
in the County’s oldest urban
village.
The award, named for
Arlington’s own Dr. Terry
Holzheimer, who was director
of Arlington Economic
Development until his death in
2014, honored a nearly 3-year
community planning effort
that provided a 25-year vision
for Rosslyn.
The awards committee recognized the overall scope of the
sector plan, which offers both a vision and a guide for redeveloping
Rosslyn as a more vibrant, walkable urban neighborhood and
gateway to the County. The plan’s goal, already being implemented,
is to create a better balance of homes, offices, retail and public open
spaces.
Each year, APA’s Virginia Chapter recognizes planning
practitioners, citizens and innovative approaches to planning that
make the commonwealth an ideal place to live, work and explore.
projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/land-use/realize-rosslyn

Financial Fraud,
Waste and Abuse
Hotline
Arlington County has a longstanding reputation as a fiscally
responsible government operating
from a foundation of integrity.
The Financial Fraud, Waste and
Abuse Hotline provides an easy,
confidential and secure way
for anyone to file complaints of
suspected financial fraud, waste
and abuse, helping the County
to maintain its high standards. If
you make a report, be sure to note
your user ID and password so you
can check on the status of your
complaint or answer any follow-up
questions. To get information about
contacting the hotline, visit topics.
arlingtonva.us/ffwa.

Adding New Voices to the Community Dialogue
The community ranking site Niche
recently named Arlington the best “city”
for millennials, shortly after the real
estate marketplace site Zillow ranked
Clarendon the Washington area’s best
neighborhood for millennials.
Yet despite young peoples’ clear
attraction to Arlington, they are
underrepresented in the County’s civic life.
“The common misconception
is that millennials don’t care about
government,” said Melissa Riggio, herself
a millennial living in the Ballston area.
“What, to me, is more accurate, is that
we connect to government in different
ways than the generation before us,
so it can go unseen by those who are
unaccustomed to it.”
County staff recently reached out to
millennials about their community and
local government interests, partnering
with the Ballston Business Improvement
District (BID) to host a “happy hour” with
County Board Vice Chair Katie Cristol.

More than 70 young people joined
Cristol for a meet-and-greet at the BID’s
offices for an evening of thoughtful,
constructive conversation about
trending topics in Arlington – from
keeping exotic pets to rising housing
costs – plus ways to grow County
outreach and create an inclusive
engagement model not just for
millennials, but for all Arlingtonians.
Get more deeply involved in your
community no matter your age. Learn
about engagement opportunities,
events and ways to share feedback
on many topics and projects at topics.
arlingtonva.us/engage.

Arlington residents who work in the western suburbs might want to consider vanpooling for their reverse
commute against rush-hour traffic. For an employer transit benefit, the trip should be at least 15 miles one-way and
have at least five passengers. Learn more: joinavanpool.com.



Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 7

Offices on the ballot for
Arlington this year:
• Governor
• Lieutenant Governor
• Attorney General
• House of Delegates
• County Board
• School Board



The last day to register to vote
is Monday, Oct. 16. The last day to
apply for an absentee ballot to be
sent by mail: Tuesday, Oct. 31.
In Person absentee voting, held
at 2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 320,
begins Friday, Sept. 22 and ends
Saturday, Nov. 4.
More information including
your polling place location: vote.
arlingtonva.us and 703-228-3456

Factoring in Stormwater Management
Planning to put an addition on your
house or build an entirely new one? Most
additions do not require stormwater
management but large addition projects
and new homes likely do.
Why does Arlington require
stormwater management for single-family
homes?
• Single-family home redevelopment
is the largest source of new
stormwater runoff from all building
activity. Since 2013, 86 percent of
all new impervious surfaces (e.g., pavement, rooftops) have come from single
family home projects.

Pay County Fees, Manage Accounts Online

• Stormwater management helps to protect neighbors from impacts due to
increased runoff.

Save time and maybe a stamp with Arlington County’s Customer Assessment and
Payment Portal (CAPP). The online customer service system allows you to settle tax
bills, make other payments, file returns and manage account information. You can
sign up to be notified by email whenever you have a new tax bill or parking ticket
or need to renew a dog license. You can even register for automatic payments to be
debited from your bank account by each due date. CAPP is available for individuals
and businesses.
To sign up, you must have a valid email address and be an Arlington County
taxpayer (i.e. owner of real estate, vehicle or business). You will need your Arlington
tax account number, utilities account number or the title number of a vehicle
already registered in Arlington.
The Treasurer’s Office CAPP team is ready to help you use the portal. Visit
arlingtonva.us/capp or call 703-228-3702.

• State and federal Chesapeake Bay Watershed regulations require Arlington
to achieve specific pollution reduction goals by 2028. If the County did not
require stormwater management for single-family home development,
Arlington would have to make up for the additional runoff by installing
stormwater projects on public lands—taking up limited community space to
do so.

TransportationUPDATES
Columbia Pike Improvements: Four Mile Run to County Line
Pre-construction work is underway as Washington Gas relocates its in-street gas main. The utility is
required to relocate its main prior to the County beginning construction on improvements between
Four Mile Run and the Arlington-Fairfax county line. Around the Washington Gas work zone, at
least one lane in each direction on Columbia Pike remains open at all times; night work is limited to
intersections. Once the gas main relocation work is completed, expected this fall, the County plans
to begin construction for utility undergrounding and remaining utility upgrades in early 2018, with
streetscape improvements to follow.
Safety Upgrades to Lee Highway-Glebe Road Intersection
Crews continue to install utility manholes and duct banks as part of the undergrounding of utilities
at the Lee-Glebe intersection. The current phase of work is expected to be complete by year’s end.
During the first half of next year, the utility companies
will transfer their cables into the underground duct banks,
switch over from overhead to underground service, and
then remove the utility poles. Still to come: installation of
left-turn lanes, upgraded traffic signals, wider sidewalks, better
street lighting, renovated transit stops and new landscaping –
all of which will improve multimodal access and safety.

New ART Bus Bargain for Grade School Kids
Arlington elementary school students can
now ride ART (Arlington Transit) buses for the
student discount fare of $1. Middle and high
school students were already covered by the
reduced fare.
The easiest way for students to receive
their ART discount is by using an iRide Student
SmarTrip card, which also works on Metrorail,
Metrobus and other regional bus systems at
full-fare rates. Cards can be purchased for $2 at the Commuter Store locations in
Ballston, Crystal City, Rosslyn, Shirlington and at the Mobile Commuter Store. Visit
arlingtontransit.com/iride for more information.

As a rule of thumb, any total new building footprint of 1,000 square feet or more
will usually result in a land disturbance of more than 2,500 square feet. A project
that size or larger will likely need to include stormwater management.
Property owners have a choice of what type of stormwater management to use
for a project. Options can range from special planters and rain gardens to porous
pavement.
For help planning a project, visit building.arlingtonva.us/land-disturbing-activitypermit or call 703-228-0129.

Leaf Relief on the Way for Autumn
The return of fall means the
ultimate transition of leaves
from green to ground. Arlington
County’s Solid Waste Bureau is
ready to help with the cleanup.
The vacuum trucks begin
rolling through neighborhoods
Nov. 13 and keep going through
mid-December. Dates for the
“collection window” are posted
on boundary streets by civic
associations.
Bag pickup continues yearround on your specific curbside trash/recycling/green organics day. Leaves should be
placed in biodegradable paper yard bags provided by the County or available in stores.
They can also go in your green organics cart.
Remember: The County recycles leaves into nutrient-rich mulch so only filled
biodegradable paper bags are acceptable for pickup. Leaves in plastic bags cannot be
accepted.
Three easy ways to bid farewell to end-of-the-season leaves:
• Rake them to the curb for vacuum truck collection per the posted schedule.
• Place them in your
green organics cart or
biodegradable paper
yard bags.
• Compost leaves and yard
trimmings in your own
yard and use the soil for
next year’s garden.
For more information
including vacuum collection
schedules and to get emailed
updates, visit recycling.
arlingtonva.us/residential/yardwaste/leaf-collection.
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Arlington Alert is a notification system that will provide you with vital information during an emergency. Receive text,
email and/or phone reports plus potential instructions on what to do, where to go and who to contact. Arlington Alert is a
free County service though your carrier may charge fees for messages on your device. Sign up: ArlingtonAlert.com.

The Benefits of Helping Others

Sharing Hard Lessons Learned from Disaster

Serving others provides an opportunity to give back to
the community. Like spending time helping organize a food
bank, building affordable housing or checking in on seniors.
The time we give offers a sense of inner value, which brings
meaning to both giver and receiver.
Volunteer Arlington fosters that spirit by connecting
residents and groups with opportunities found among some
130 local nonprofit and County partners. Visit volunteer.
leadercenter.org to search for your ideal chance to help others
and or to fill out a profile with your interests. You can also
sign up to receive weekly emails with matching volunteer
opportunities.
This fall, Volunteer Arlington is hosting an introduction
event for young professionals. The session will feature a
volunteer job fair, in which
local partners will showcase
opportunities available
in the community. There
also will be an informal
social hour. The event takes
place Oct. 21 from 1 to 6:30
p.m. at the Holiday Inn at
Ballston, 4610 Fairfax Drive.
Get to know Volunteer
Arlington and how much
you can do turning values Volunteer Arlington helped connect
into action. Volunteer.
Denise Jones, Cory Kampfer and office
leadercenter.org
colleagues with the Arlington Food

Morgan O’Neill is a powerful role model for
Arlington young women considering careers in
emergency management.
A PhD in atmospheric science, a certified medical
technician and a community organizer, O’Neill and
her sister jumped in to help lead
the recovery after their central
Massachusetts town of Monson was
ripped apart by a massive tornado
in 2011.
Both were in their early 20s. Their
family home was uninhabitable. The
family cars totaled. Moving quickly,
Morgan O’Neill shares the O’Neills leveraged free social
leadership tips with
media and online databases to chart
HERricane Arlington
and prioritize needs and resources.
campers.
They understood that immediate
action was necessary before national attention and
offers of assistance began to fade.
Morgan O’Neill was a featured speaker this summer
at HERricane Arlington, a new camp for teen girls
organized by the County’s Department of Public Safety
Communications and Emergency Management, with
the goal of developing leadership skills for times of
disaster.
O’Neill and her sister now put to work the lessons
learned from disaster through their nonprofit,
Recovers.org, offering guidance and software to make
communities more resilient to crisis.

Assistance Center to pack meal kits.

Fires in the Home: Give Yourself the Advantage
In a typical household fire, you may
have as little as one minute to escape
after the smoke alarm sounds.
The first step in being prepared is
ensuring that your home has alarms and
that they work. Install them. Test them.
And if you need help, the Arlington
County Fire Department’s Operation
Firesafe program provides residents with
free smoke alarms and installation. Learn
more at fire.arlingtonva.us.
Once working smoke alarms are in
place, the next step in being prepared for
a fire is creating and practicing a home
escape plan that covers everyone.
• Draw a map of your home with all
members of your household, marking
two exits from each room and a path
to the outside from each exit.
• Practice your home fire drill twice a
year. Conduct one at night and one
during the day with everyone in your
home and practice using different
ways out.
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• Sign up for ArlingtonAlert.com notifications
• Make a household emergency plan and
discuss it with each member
• Set aside and maintain supplies you’ll need
in a disaster
• Volunteer for community readiness and
emergency relief
Visit ReadyArlington.com for more tips.

Events Around Arlington
Sept. 14
Author Michael Kazin on
“War Against War: The
American Fight for Peace,
1914-1918”

During Fire Prevention Week, Oct. 8 –14,
the Arlington County Fire Department is
reminding everyone that “Every Second
Counts: Plan 2 Ways Out!”
For more information about Fire
Prevention Week or to find your local fire
station, visit fire.arlingtonva.us.

• Make sure the number of your home
is clearly marked on the outside and
easy for the fire department to find.

Celebrate Fire Prevention Week with
the Arlington County Fire Department
by attending an annual station open
house on Saturday, Oct. 14 from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. All 10 County fire
stations will have fun activities for the
family and valuable information on
safety. Visitors will have the chance to
climb the trucks, tour the facilities and
meet on-duty crews.

inspiring stories from people who are making
their way back. Free but seating is limited, 6:30-8
p.m. including 30-minute reception at the start
of the event. Busboys and Poets in Shirlington,
4251 S. Campbell Ave. arlingtonva.us/events/
celebraterecovery
Oct. 15
Latino Americano Festival

Celebrate Nauck, featuring a variety of games,
vendors, health fair, fish fry and BBQ. Live music
and dance. Free, noon-6 p.m. Drew Model School,
3500 23rd St. S. ncaarlington.org

Celebrate Hispanic Heritage
Month. Free, 2-6 p.m. at
Kenmore Middle School,
200 S. Carlin Springs Road.
Live music, authentic Latino
food, artistic presentations, games for kids and
much more. parks.arlingtonva.us/events/2017latino-american-festival

Sept. 16
National Gymnastics Day

Oct. 21
Zombie Fun Run Returns

Sept. 16
Nauck Civic and Community Pride Day

Fire Prevention Week

• Once you get outside, stay outside.
Never go back inside a burning
building.

Be Prepared for an Emergency

The untold story of the movement
that came close to keeping the
United States out of the First World
War. Free, 7 p.m. Central Library Auditorium, 1015
N. Quincy St. commissions.arlingtonva.us/WWI

• Teach children how to escape on their
own in case you can’t help them.

• Close doors behind you as you leave
to slow the spread of smoke, heat and
flames.

Arlington, which reinforced its own emergency
systems after the 9/11 attacks, has long touted the
value of “Be Prepared – Make a Plan” steps in advance
of crisis. That means families should choose a meeting
place, have an out-of-town contact person, lock-in
ways to deal with specific household needs and have
a go-kit of water, food, pet supplies and other items to
last at least three days.
O’Neill told the HERricane campers that being
prepared for the unexpected makes you stronger.
She calls Arlington and programs like HERricane
“a national example for how to prepare and empower
communities to help themselves.”
September is National Preparedness Month. What’s
your plan? Get started at emergency.arlingtonva.us/
make-plan.

It’s the graceful sport that
tests everything from physical
strength to agility to balance and
coordination. Revel at the recently
renovated Barcroft Sports and
Fitness Center, home to Arlington’s
largest gymnastics training center.
4200 S. Four Mile Run Drive. parks.
arlingtonva.us/locations/barcroft-sports-fitnesscenter
Sept. 17
Fall Parks & Recreation Classes Begin

Explore your choices and sign up at registration.
arlingtonva.us.
Sept. 27
National Recovery Month Program

Celebrate recovery and raise awareness for
mental health and substance use disorders with

You don’t dare fall behind: Come in costume
for Arlington’s second
annual Zombie run. Free,
11a.m. – 2 p.m. at Bon Air
Park, 850 N. Lexington St.
parks.arlingtonva.us/events/2017-zombie-funrun
Oct. 21
Teen Volunteer Fair

Prospective teen volunteers meet with
representatives from community groups offering
valuable opportunities to help around the County.
Free, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Central Library Auditorium,
1015 N. Quincy St. If your organization uses teen
volunteers, email sgrays@arlingtonva.us for details
on how to participate in the fair. teens.arlingtonva.
us/tnb

The Virginia Association of Counties has honored Arlington’s Energy Lending Library. The first-in-the-nation collection of
thermal cameras, electricity monitors, LED bulb sampler kits and do-it-yourself energy-saving books is the brainchild of Arlington
Initiative to Rethink Energy (AIRE) and Arlington Public Library. Check it out: library.arlingtonva.us/aire-energy-lending-library.

Why Fiction Matters: Lawrence Block,
Grand Master of Noir
Bestselling crime writer Lawrence Block
will share stories and wisdom from his
long career as a creator and observer of a
hardboiled world when he visits Arlington
Public Library on Oct. 18 for Arlington Reads.
Block, recipient of the Grand Master
Award from the Mystery Writers of America
and four-time winner of the group’s Edgar
Award, has been writing crime, mystery and
suspense fiction for nearly 60 years.
Arlington Reads is the library’s signature
author program. Block speaks at 7 p.m. in Central Auditorium.
Library Director Diane Kresh has been a serious fan for decades. “The first Lawrence
Block novel I picked up was ‘When the Sacred Ginmill Closes’ and from the opening pages
in this saga of a flawed, former New York detective Matthew Scudder, I was hooked. Gritty
and noir-ish, Block’s gift for storytelling grabs you and doesn’t let go.”
His career spans more than 150 books, countless short stories, articles and books on
writing, plus steady television and film work. Block is a resident of New York City, one of
his favorite plot settings.
Arlington Reads promotes literacy, the joy of reading and intergenerational
participation. “The program brings together people to talk about books and the
important topics of our time,” Kresh said.
Arlington Reads is made possible in part through the generous support of the Friends
of the Arlington Public Library. library.arlingtonva.us/arlington-reads

FALL 2017
MEETING BOWLS

Upgrades Coming to Barcroft’s Tucker Field

a public art project by mmmm…
on exhibit thru November 1

Tucker Field at Barcroft Park will
soon feature a modern clubhouse and
indoor batting tunnels, thanks to a 10year extension of George Washington
University’s agreement to use and
improve the college and youth league
ballpark. GW will fully fund the additions
as well as covered outdoor batting cages
for university and public use. Since the
start of the public-private partnership
in 1992, GW has invested more than $3 million upgrading dugouts, grandstandstyle seating and parking. Tucker Field also features Arlington’s first synthetic turf
diamond field. Board Chair Jay Fisette says the ongoing relationship with GW and
the new ballpark features are a win for all. “The university’s home field has been
vastly improved, and the community has access to a top-quality field.” Learn more:
newsroom.arlingtonva.us/release/clubhouse-indoor-batting-tunnels-coming-tobarcrofts-tucker-field.

ARTIST TALK with mmmm…
Saturday, September 23 • 11am
Closing Party for Bowls • I in C_vic
LINDA HESH • walking tour by GRAHAM COREIL-ALLEN
Saturday, October 28 • 11am • FREE
Public Plaza ~ 1310 N. Courthouse Rd

ROSSLYN JAZZ FEST

THE SOUL REBELS • LEE FIELDS & THE EXPRESSIONS
XENIA RUBINOS • JOE KEYES & THE LATE BLOOMER BAND
Saturday, September 9 • 1pm–7pm • FREE
Gateway Park ~ 1300 Lee Hwy (Rosslyn Metro)

FULL DOME PROJECTION BY SHANNON COLLIS
November 17-19 • Multiple Screenings • FREE
David M. Brown Planetarium ~ 1426 N. Quincy St

Safety First for Four-Legged Loved Ones
Show the bond between you and your
dog while out on walks: always use a
leash. While most pups are loyal to their
owners, they are not always predictable.
Allowing a pet off-leash, even under
supervision, greatly increases its chances
of being hit by a car or contracting rabies
from animals on the loose. In the last year,
the Animal Welfare League of Arlington
received 260 reports of dogs running
at large and more than 120 sightings
of strays. Being off-leash in Arlington is
only allowed on private property and in
designated dog parks.
One more must for the street and even
inside any dog park: bag the poop, then
trash it. You’ll be protecting everyone’s health and environment.
Learn more about the County’s leash laws and dog parks: parks.arlingtonva.us/
local-leash-laws.

Photo of Kelley Bell’s Babel by Yassine El Mansouri for Arlington Arts. May 2017

For more info on these programs and more

(703) 228.1850 • www.arlingtonarts.org
Arlington Cultural Affairs is a Division of Arlington Economic Development.
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APS
NEWS
Your School Board

Barbara Kanninen, Chair
Reid Goldstein, Vice Chair

L-R: James Lander, Tannia Talento,
Nancy Van Doren

School Board Office
1426 N. Quincy St.
Arlington, VA 22207
703-228-6015
703-228-7640 (fax)
school.board@apsva.us
Residents who wish to meet with a
Board member may do so on a walkin basis during Open Office Hours on
Mondays from 5-7 p.m. on days when
school is in session. School Board
members also meet by appointment
with small groups of individuals to
discuss issues or positions. If Monday
is a holiday, Open Office Hours are
held the following Tuesday from 8:3011:30 a.m.
School Board Meetings:
Arlington School Board meeting
dates, times, agendas and other
information are available online at
apsva.us/schoolboard.

Connecting...
...With Our Community
Over the course of the year, APS
communicates with families, staff
and the community on a variety
of issues. In the next issues of
The Citizen, APS will highlight the
many channels and tools used to
communicate with our stakeholders.
CONNECTING WITH
OUR COMMUNITY

APS WEBSITE
www.apsva.us

4
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APS SCHOOL TALK
• Email, texts and voicemail
messages
• District-wide and school-specific
information
• School closings/
delays/emergencies
APS
• NewsReview, news
APS
releases and School
Board meeting
PS
summaries
School Ta
• Parents/Guardians
automatically enrolled
• Special Interest lists

8
7

9
10

SOCIAL MEDIA
/ArlingtonPublicSchools

6

A

@APSVirginia
/APSVAvideo
/APSVirginia

lk

1. Engage with APS!
2. Contact Us
3. Site search
4. Translation into 11
languages
5. 38 School Sites
6. Calendar
7. News/Announcements
8. Social Media Links
9. A-to-Z Index
10. Family Access Center

NEW!
ENGAGE WITH APS!
“Engage with APS!” provides opportunities
for community engagement with current
initiatives and School Board decisions,
through online feedback forms, a calendar
of events, email/phone contacts, links to
join a committee or volunteer, and other
information and resources.

www.apsva.us/engage
ENGAGE

APS

with

LANGUAGE SERVICES
• Language Services
Registration Center (LSRC)
facilitates school registration,
language and translation
support for families.
• Language Line is a 3-way
telephone translation service
in all schools & offices.

APS MOBILE APP
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FREE download
Multiple languages
Peachjar e-Flyers
News/social media
Events
Sports schedules
Lunch menus and
MySchoolBucks
• ParentVUE
• Emergency alerts
• Contact info

AETV

Comcast Channel 70
Verizon FiOS Channel 41

• APS Snapshots
• APS Green Scene
• #digitalAPS, Whole Child,
Partners in Action video series
• Live School Board meeting
and work session broadcasts
• APS arts and education events

PUBLICATIONS
• The Citizen
• APS Handbook
• Guidebooks for
Parents
• APS Annual
Report
• Quick Facts

Arlington
Public
Schools

APS

2016-17Handboo

k

Arlington,
Virginia
www.apsva.us

See inside
cover
APS 2016-17
for the
Calendar

Follow us! All the latest APS news
and information on social media:

fb.com/
@APSVirginia
ArlingtonPublicSchools
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youtube.com/AETVaps

@APSVirginia

@APSVirginia

#APSBack2School Let us know how you are celebrating the start of the
2017-18 school year! Use the hashtag #APSBack2School to share photos,
ideas and stories on social media.

Welcome Back to a Year of Opportunities
by Dr. Pat Murphy, Superintendent
Each start of a school year brings
new opportunities and a fresh start, one
that brings about wonderful positive
energy for our students and families,
and all of us at Arlington Public Schools
(APS). The Arlington community’s strong
commitment to public education and
partnership with us is greatly valued
and appreciated. APS is committed to
building a solid foundation of learning
and setting high expectations to ensure
that all children stretch, reach their full
potential and have an individualized
path that matches their interests and
needs. Our team is committed to
meeting the needs of the whole child –
for all students.
As you may have heard, APS has
been hard at work planning for the
future. Throughout this school year we
will consider important policy choices
and implement some of the decisions
outlined in the 2017-18 Action Plan,
available at apsva.us/plans. Many
of these priorities are critical to the
future of APS. We need your input and
involvement as we update the Strategic
Plan, continue planning for a new high

school and developing its
instructional focus, manage
facilities and Capital
Improvement Plan (CIP)
investments, and make
decisions about boundary
refinements based on
enrollment, to name just a
few. We invite you to join us
as we “craft the future” for
our students and families.
You will be able to stay
abreast of the process
and resulting decisions by
using the Engage with APS!
Microsite at apsva.us/engage. We invite
you to join with us and we welcome
your feedback as we consider many
important decisions.
In addition to staying engaged,
we are very proud of the many
opportunities and choices we make
available to our students both inside
of school and in the community, which
prepares students for a bright future.
From early childhood to graduation,
our students have multiple pathways
that lead directly to college and a

career. Our work together connects
students to a rich variety of enrichment
activities, internships with business and
community organizations, and volunteer
and service opportunities that extend
learning beyond the walls of our schools
every day. We are proud of all that we
have achieved, and our partnership with
you is the key to making sure every child
is learning and growing. Thank you for
joining in and providing the support
to create a promising future for all APS
students.

Students Keep Learning All Summer Long
by Erin Watson, Abingdon Literacy Coach and Communications Intern
Developing passionate, confident
learners remains a continuing focus
for APS all year long. For this reason,
students of all ages took advantage of
a variety of programs this summer that
were designed to continue to encourage
their curiosity and love of reading.
• This summer, APS debuted its
new “Young Scholar’s Innovation
Academy” for approximately
700 students. The program was
launched as a collaboration between
APS’s Gifted Services and Title I
programs. Designed to help students
develop their critical, creative, and
collaborative skills, participants
solved problems just as scientists,
engineers and architects do. On the
last day of the program, families
were invited to attend “Innovation
Hour” hosted by the
students themselves
to showcase their
summer learning.
• Throughout the
month of July,
students and
their families from
Barcroft, Carlin
Springs, Drew and
Randolph boarded
the award-winning
“Traveling Trolley”

for a rousing trip to Arlington’s
local libraries. Greeted by some of
Arlington’s talented story tellers,
students enjoyed read-alouds, light
refreshments and opportunities to
check out books for summer reading.
• While schools were “closed” for
school this summer, the libraries at
Arlington Science Focus, ATS, Ashlawn,
Barcroft, Barrett, Discovery, Glebe, H-B
Woodlawn, McKinley, Nottingham,
Oakridge, Randolph, Swanson,
Taylor, Wakefield and WashingtonLee promoted summer reading by
providing free books, open hours for
check out, programing or reading
challenges. Also, about 650 students
from APS’s Title I schools selected “just
right” books to match their interests

and reading levels. The books were
then mailed to their homes as part of
the Summer Mailbox Program.
• The Summer Literacy Academy,
offered to rising seventh grade boys
of color, participated in a variety of
instructional activities that support
students’ educational careers. It also
sparks creativity and gives them a
voice to share their literary works at
a culminating event at Busboys and
Poets. Watch a documentary about
this unique program on AETV at
apsva.us/aetv/word-summer-literacy/.
• APS and the public libraries weren’t
the only organizations devoted to
inspiring summer reading. Barnes
and Noble also encouraged students
to read while school was out by
allowing those who read three
books to select a title of their
choice!
Arlington Public Schools
would like to thank Graham
Holdings, Arlington Soccer
Association, Educational Theatre
Company, Barnes and Noble,
Busboys and Poets, and the
many community members for
their generous support (and
collaboration) resulting in a
productive and engaging summer
for all of our youngsters.

Want to make a difference in the lives of students? Think about volunteering or partnering with APS. Our partners
and volunteers provide opportunities for our students to grow and connect with local businesses and community
organizations. Contact Dawn Smith at 703-228-2581.

Opportunities to Engage with APS During the 2017-18 School Year
During the 2017-18 school year,
many important decisions will address
growing enrollment and future needs.
We are asking the Arlington community
to get involved and “Engage with
APS” by participating in community
conversations and policy discussions on
a variety of issues.
Boundary adjustments for many
elementary schools and all middle
schools are expected in the year ahead.
• Middle School Boundaries
During the fall, we will begin a
community process to refine existing
middle school boundaries and create
a new boundary for the Stratford
Middle School, scheduled to open
in 2019-20. These new boundaries
will be implemented in the fall of
2019 and are anticipated to affect all
current middle school boundaries.
• Elementary School Boundaries
In the winter, another community
process will begin to refine
elementary boundaries for most
elementary neighborhood schools,
including the new Alice West Fleet
Elementary School, and to create
an expanded boundary for Drew
Model School (after the Montessori
program is relocated to the current
Patrick Henry site). The process also
will address the options and transfer
concerns for Arlington Science Focus
and possibly others. New boundaries
will be implemented in the fall of
2019 and are expected to affect
current boundaries for most or all
neighborhood elementary schools.

ENGAGE

APS
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Other community engagement
processes that APS will initiate during
the 2017-18 school year include:
• The 2018-24 Strategic Plan
Over the next year, APS will work
closely with community leaders, APS
families, and stakeholders to develop
a new, six-year strategic plan. Staff
and community involvement is
essential to create a plan that clearly
identifies the goals and focus areas
for APS, to ensure that it continues to
provide excellent instruction for all
students and focuses on meeting the
needs of the whole child.
• High School Seats Added at
Education Center and Career
Center – A total of 1,300 seats
will be added, with 500-600 at
each location. The program and
instructional focus, design concept,
and potential high school boundary
adjustments will be addressed during
discussions throughout the fall. Final
recommendations will be made to
the School Board by December.

SEP

First Day of School, K-12

SEP

6

SEP

13
SEP

14
SEP

27
SEP

28

OCTOBER
OCT

Career Center and
Arlington Community
High School Back-toSchool Breakfast

First Day of School, VPI
and Pre-K SPED

OCT

College Night
Wakefield High School
6-8 p.m.

Elementary Back-toSchool Night

OCT

Middle School
Information Night
Washington-Lee High School
7 p.m.

OCT

High School Information
Night
Washington-Lee High School
7 p.m.

5

7

17
23

H-B Woodlawn Back-toSchool Night

High School Back-toSchool Night

Middle School Back-toSchool Night

• The Arlington Facilities and Student
Accommodation Plan (ASFAP)
The AFSAP provides a comprehensive
look at student enrollment and
building capacity within APS. This
review will take place during the fall
to establish a framework for the CIP.

Over the summer, we debuted
10 segments
in season two
of “Historical
Markers,”
including the
Ball-Sellers
house, Henry
Wright Park and
Campbell Ave. Watch online at
apsva.us/historicalmarkers.
AETV also premiered a series
on the Arlington Tiered System
of Supports (ATSS), which is a
framework that provides resources
and supports to help every student
reach success in academics and
behavior. Visit our website at
apsva.us/aetv to watch online.

• The FY2018-27 Capital
Improvement Plan (CIP)
Every two years, APS revises its
six-year CIP to address future
facility needs. The CIP responds
to requirements for new facilities,
additions and renewals of existing
schools, and other student
accommodation needs, as set
forth in the AFSAP. The community
engagement process will take place
in the spring of 2018.
APS also remains actively involved in
the Joint Facilities Advisory Commission
(JFAC), which is an advisory body jointly
appointed by the County Board and
the School Board to address capital
improvement plans and long-range facility
planning for both the County and APS.
Information about these projects and
important dates for each topic will be
posted on the Engage website at apsva.
us/engage. The community can provide
feedback online or by contacting
designated staff. APS will also send
out regular “Engage with APS” School
Talk messages throughout the school
year to keep the community informed,
and livestream important community
conversations and public hearings. Stay
tuned and engaged!

APS Honors and
Celebrates Hispanic
Heritage Month
The community is invited to attend
the annual Hispanic Heritage Month
celebration, “Harvesting Dreams for Our
Children: Opportunities for a Successful
School Journey,” on Fri, Oct. 20, from
5:30-9 p.m. at Kenmore Middle School.
The multifaceted program will feature
a resource fair and learning circles on a
variety of themes to offer new ideas and
connections to help students succeed.
This event is being offered in Spanish
with English interpretation. Visit apsva.us/
cosechando for more information.

Help Keep Our Kids Safe

Mark Your Calendars
SEPTEMBER

AETV Spotlight Videos

30

To view the complete calendar, visit:
www.apsva.us/calendar

As students are returning to school,
we need the community’s help and
support to keep them safe. All of
Arlington’s roads are busy, especially
on weekday mornings and again in
the afternoons. Please be mindful of all
school zones along your driving route
and other areas where children may be
standing, walking or crossing, especially
in neighborhoods and near bus stops.
Here are some safety tips from the
Arlington County Police Department.
Walkers and Bikers:
• Select a safe route to school or the
bus stop and stay out of the street.
• Families should walk or ride the route
with children to identify possible
hazards.
• Obey all traffic signals and crossing
guards at all times.
• Wear bright colors or reflective
clothing.
• If biking, wear a helmet and ensure
that the bicycle is in good, working
condition.

Drivers:
• Obey all speed limits, especially in
school zones.
• Avoid any activities that can distract
you from watching the road while
driving, including texting, phone
calls or using/reading email or other
smartphone applications.
• Stop for school buses and crossing
guards.
• Drop off children as close to the
school as possible.
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Making Progress on Big Needs, Limited Space
Arlington’s Joint Facilities Advisory
Commission (JFAC) reached a
milestone this summer: delivering
recommendations to the County
Board and School Board that included
acquiring two major parcels of land.
The commission recommended
buying 601 S. Carlin Springs Road,
owned by Virginia Hospital Center,
and the County Board agreed, voting
in July to notify the hospital that
the County will take the property as
partial payment for the Edison Center
on George Mason Drive, should the
hospital opt to acquire it for expansion
plans.
JFAC also advised acquiring the Buck
property, near Washington-Lee High
School. The County Board is expected to
consider the option in coming months.
Both JFAC recommendations

of the use-determination process.
followed a major community
With its initial mandate fulfilled, JFAC
engagement effort and included
preliminary exploration of potential site now will focus on long-range planning
including a needs analysis that looks
uses.
closely at population projections and
The use-determination portion of
the commission’s work took a “what fits” demographics and a review of County
and Arlington Public Schools Capital
approach, to see how the properties
Improvement Plan updates for 2018.
might meet continuing needs for
Learn more: commissions.arlingtonva.
community-owned land amid limited
us/jfac.
options. Among the needs: parks and
open space, school uses, and essential
operations and support functions such as ART and school bus parking,
equipment storage and staging,
and space for police and emergency
management.
At this time, no decisions have been
made regarding the use of these two
properties. The County and Arlington
Public Schools will continue to engage
Members of JFAC tour the Buck property earlier this year.
the community during the next phase
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Incendios en el hogar: Esté preparado
Durante un incendio en una casa,
usted puede tener poco menos de un
minuto para escapar después de que la
alarma de humo comience a sonar.
El primer paso para estar preparado
es asegurarse de que su casa tiene
alarmas y que funcionan. Instálelas.
Pruébelas. Si necesita ayuda, el
programa Firesafe del Departamento de
Bomberos del Condado de Arlington le
proporciona a los residentes alarmas de
humo e instalación gratuita. Obtenga
más información en: fire.arlingtonva.us/
es/
Una vez estén instaladas las
alarmas de humo, el siguiente paso
es la creación y la puesta en práctica
de un plan de escape para todos los
habitantes.
• Dibuje un mapa de su hogar con
todos los miembros de su hogar,
marcando dos salidas de cada
habitación y un ruta hacia el
exterior desde cada salida.
• Practique un simulacro de
incendio en su hogar dos veces
al año. Haga uno por la noche
y uno durante el día con todos
los miembros de su familia y
practique usando diferentes
maneras de salir.

Celebre el mes de la herencia
hispana. Gratis. Oct. 15, 2-6 p.m. en
Kenmore Middle School, 200 S. Carlin
Springs Road. Música en vivo, comida
auténtica latina, presentaciones
artísticas, juegos para los niños y mucho
más. parks.arlingtonva.us/events/2017latino-american-festival

• Enséñele a los niños cómo escapar
por su cuenta en caso de que no
pueda ayudarlos.
• Asegúrese de que el número de
su casa está claramente marcado
en el exterior para que sea fácil de
encontrar por el Departamento de
Bomberos.
• Cierre las puertas detrás de usted
cuando salga para detener la
propagación del humo, el calor y
las llamas.
• Una vez que este afuera,
permanezca afuera. Nunca vuelva
ha entrar a un edificio en llamas.

Semana de prevención de incendios
Célebre la Semana de Prevención de Incendios con el Departamento de Bomberos
del Condado de Arlington asistiendo a la Jornada de Puertas Abiertas en las
estaciones de bomberos del condado el sábado, 14 de octubre de 10 a.m. a 4 p.m.
Las 10 estaciones de bomberos del condado llevaran acabo actividades para la
familia y tendrán información valiosa sobre seguridad. Los visitantes tendrán la
oportunidad de subirse a los camiones, recorrer las instalaciones y conocer a los
bomberos de turno.
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Festival Latino
Americano

Durante la Semana de Prevención
de Incendios, del 8 al 14 de octubre,
el Departamento de Bomberos del
Condado de Arlington quiere recordarle
a todos que: !Cada segundo cuenta:
Tenga dos planes de Salida!”
Para obtener más información sobre
la Semana de prevención de incendios
o para encontrar su estación de
bomberos local, visite fire.arlingtonva.
us/es/

 Elecciones el martes, 7 de noviembre 
Cargos para elección en
Arlington este año:
• Gobernador
• Teniente gobernador
• Fiscal General
• Cámara de Delegados
• Junta del Condado
• Junta Escolar
El último día para inscribirse para
votar es el lunes, 16 de octubre. El

último día para solicitar que una
balota de voto en ausencia sea
enviada por correo es el martes, 31 de
octubre.
La votación en ausencia en persona,
se llevará a cabo en 2100 Clarendon
Blvd., Suite 320, y comenzará el viernes
22 de septiembre y terminará el
sábado 4 de noviembre.
Para más información incluyendo
la ubicación de su lugar de votación
visite: vote.arlingtonva.us/es/ o llame al
703-228-3456.

