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News and information for Arlington residents ... since 1972

Nearly 250 people were on hand Oct. 1 
to celebrate the opening of Arlington’s 
new Homeless Services Center. Located 
at 2020-A 14th St. N., the center replaces 
the County’s Emergency Winter Shelter.

Arlington nonprofit A-SPAN operates 
the center using a housing-focused case 
management approach. This approach 
is designed to rapidly get people 
out of homelessness and into stable, 
permanent housing. Center residents 
receive employment and life skills 
training; benefits enrollment assistance; 
and mental health and substance abuse 
counseling and treatment. Residents 
have access to showers as well as 
laundry and mail facilities.

The center includes 50 year-round 
shelter beds and an additional 25 winter 
hypothermia-prevention beds. Five 
medical respite beds are available year-
round on an as-needed basis for people 
with medical conditions who require 
specialized assistance.

Learn more about Arlington’s efforts 
to prevent and end homelessness online 
at http://publicassistance.arlingtonva.
us/10yp.  

Homeless Services Center Up and Running

The new Homeless Services Center began serving 
clients on Friday, Oct. 2. The center includes 50  
year-round beds (like the ones in this photo); 25 winter 
hypothermia prevention beds and five medical respite 
beds. The computer room will help provide specialized 
training to homeless individuals.

Don Your Secret Santa Hat
Brighten the holiday season for some 

of Arlington’s most vulnerable residents 
by taking part in the County’s Secret 
Santa Program.

How it works
Donate Gift Cards from Area Stores: 
Cards from grocery stores, drug stores, 
clothing stores and Target all work 
well — and the Department of Human 
Services distributes them to more 
than 1,000 needy individuals in the 
community during the holiday season.

Who it helps
Children in Foster Care: Your gift-
card contribution helps bring a happy 
holiday to these deserving kids. Most 
kids in foster care are teens, and it is 
nearly impossible to get the right gift 
for a teenager — so gift cards are a 
great option.

People with Disabilities and Seniors 
with Low Incomes: Making ends meet 
can be difficult when you are without 

family and on a fixed income. That’s 
the case for many older Arlingtonians 
and community members who have 
disabilities.

Families with Low Incomes: For families 
struggling to put food on the table, 
having the money to purchase even 
modest holiday gifts is difficult. For 
low-income households, gift cards from 
local grocery stores are a big help — 
and helping a parent buy a special gift 
for his or her child is priceless.

Gift cards should not exceed $25 
each, but you can submit as many as 
you like. Donations are generally tax 
deductible.

Checks are welcome too. Make them 
out to “Arlington County Treasurer — 
Secret Santa.” We’ll purchase gift cards 
with your donation. Remember to 
include a return mail address or email 
address so we can send you a thank-you 
note and tax receipt.
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Mail or hand 
deliver gift cards/
checks by Dec. 15 
to: Secret Santa 
Program c/o Kurt 
Larrick, Department 

of Human Services, 2100 Washington 
Blvd., 4th Floor Arlington, VA, 22204. 
Cards/checks may be designated for 
a particular beneficiary group or  
left undesignated. Undesignated  
gift cards are especially welcome 
and will be used where they’re 
needed most.

Include the value of the gift 
card (if it’s not printed on the 
card), a return address so we can 
acknowledge your gift and send 
a tax form, and a beneficiary 
designation if you choose one.

How to Be a Secret Santa
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The Citizen is a bimonthly publication  
of Arlington County;  available online at 
www.arlingtonva.us/citizen-newsletter/

Jennifer K. Smith (Editor)

703-228-3120 (voice), 703-228-4611 (TTY)
publicaffairs@arlingtonva.us. 

Printed on 100 percent recycled paper, 30-40 percent 
post-consumer content.

Services for Visually Impaired Readers - Metropolitan 
Washington Ear offers free reading of The Citizen 
for people with physical disabilities who cannot 
effectively read print. Call 301-681-6636,  
www.washear.org or email information@washear.org.

Your County Board

County Board Office 
2100 Clarendon Blvd., 
Suite 300, Arlington, VA 22201 
703-228-3130 703-228-4611 (TTY)
703-228-7430 (fax)
countyboard@arlingtonva.us

Upcoming County Board Meetings
Oct. 17 - Regular Meeting
Oct. 20 - Recessed Meeting
Nov. 14 - Regular Meeting
Nov. 17 - Recessed Meeting

View the full schedule online at 
http://countyboard.arlingtonva.us/
meetings.

Mary Hynes, Chair  
J. Walter Tejada, Vice Chairman

Jay Fisette, Libby Garvey, John Vihstadt

Election Day is Nov. 3: State and local offices are on the ballot this year. All polls are open 6 a.m. – 7 p.m. Don’t 
forget your photo ID. See www.vote.arlingtonva.us for ID and polling place info and to find out what’s on your ballot.
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Making It Easier to Do Business with the County

A New Vision for Arlington’s Civic Center in Courthouse
At its September meeting, the County 

Board adopted the visionary Courthouse 
Sector Plan Addendum, a long-range 
plan that will guide development of 
a new civic center and great public 
destination for Arlington over the 
next several decades. The adopted 
plan will transform Courthouse into 
“Courthouse Square,” a place to gather 
for conversation, recreation, relaxation 
and to celebrate important events.

“This plan pulls together some of 
our most successful policies to create a 
21st century civic heart for Arlington,” 
said Arlington County Board Chair Mary 
Hynes. “It calls for undergrounding 
Courthouse Square parking to create 
vibrant open space, improving transit 
connectivity by adding a new Metro 
entrance on the square, and improving 
sustainability through district energy 
and stormwater 
management. 
The new 
Courthouse 
Square will 
welcome all 
Arlingtonians 
to a new, 
transparent 
County 
administration 
building, but will 
also preserve 
a couple of 
key historic 
facades and explore additional cultural 
amenities in the future.”

The community planning process 
was initiated in 2013 to update the 
vision outlined in the 1993 Courthouse 
Sector Plan Addendum. Community 
participation was a central focus

Arlington’s First 
Affordable Housing 
Master Plan

Arlington adopted its first Affordable 
Housing Master Plan in September. The 
plan will guide the County’s provision 
of the next generation of sustainable, 
affordable housing that supports our 
people, improves our neighborhoods 
and strengthens our economy.

“This plan continues our long tradition 
of providing housing so that individuals 
of all ages, races and incomes can come 
together to make a great community we 
can all call home,” said Arlington County 
Board Chair Mary Hynes. “Hundreds of 
community members have contributed 
deeply to creating this updated policy 
blueprint. Their ideas, over time, will 
guide future County Board decisions and 
investments that sustain our diversity, our 
great neighborhoods, our outstanding 
schools and our local economy. We — 
and the generations that follow us — will 
all benefit from the great thinking that 
went into this plan.”

The plan includes three goals that 
address the growing challenge of 
preserving and creating affordable 
housing in Arlington: increasing supply, 
ensuring access and contributing to a 
sustainable community.
•   Increasing supply: The plan sets a 

goal of ensuring 17.7 percent of the 
County’s rental housing stock and 28.4 
percent of new ownership housing 
stock is affordable by 2040. 

•   Ensuring access: Helping the County 
fulfill its vision as a diverse and 
inclusive community by enabling 
access to housing for all segments of 
the population.

•   Contributing to a sustainable 
community: Policies ensure safe and 
decent housing, coordinate land use 
and transportation and incorporate 
environmental best practices.

To learn more, visit www.arlingtonva.
us; search “Affordable Housing Study”.

Arlington is a great community ... and 
we are continually working to make it 
even better. One-Stop Arlington is an 
ambitious new long-term initiative to 
make it easier to 
do business with 
Arlington County 
Government. This 
significant effort 
involves multiple projects, departments, 
County leadership, residents and 
business owners.

Many of you have told us of your 
frustrations in applying for building 
permits, and permits related to land 
management, and we have heard you. 
We are working to transform the way 
we do work by breaking down silos and 
looking at our processes with fresh eyes. 
The One-Stop Arlington initiative began 
with this idea: we want to do a great 
job of serving our customers, and bring 
excellence and innovation to public 

service. One-Stop Arlington already has 
had several successes, with more projects 
underway, including:
•   Easier payments: Customers can 

now pay for building permit fees with 
a credit or debit card at the point of 
service, instead of having to go to a 
separate floor. 

•   Better access to documents: Zoning 
and Inspection Services customers 
can view and save current and historic 
permitting and land management 
documents. Visit the Digital 
Resource Library on the 10th floor of 
Courthouse Plaza to see for yourself.

•   Real-time wait times: Building 
Arlington (http://building.arlingtonva.
us) now has real-time information on 
how many customers are in line for 
in-person service. 

•   Easier plan filing: In February 2016, 
customers will submit plans and 

construction documents for major 
building permits electronically. 

•   Easier permitting processes: 
Multiple departments are 
reengineering business processes 
to streamline permitting, as well 
as exploring implementation of an 
online permitting system. 

•   Easier for staff: A multi-department 
team is looking at ways we can better 
support our increasingly mobile 
workforce, equipping them to be 
more helpful to customers, with more 
flexible business hours.

•   Better outreach capability: We have 
implemented a new tool to better 
manage email communication and 
outreach to our constituents. Visit 
www.arlingtonva.us/subscribe to sign 
up.

To learn more, visit www.arlingtonva.
us ; search “One-Stop Arlington.”

The new plan is pedestrian-focused with design 
features that will activate streetscapes and create a 
variety of new open spaces for all to enjoy.

throughout the process. The result 
is a shared vision that balances the 
viewpoints, priorities and ambitions of  
a wide spectrum of participants.

To learn more, visit www.arlingtonva.
us; search “Envision Courthouse Square.”



NewsBRIEFS
Reevesland Update

In September, the County created two separate 
lots so that it could market the Reeves farmhouse 
for sale to a private buyer willing to restore and 
maintain this historic structure. The County will 
still own the rest of the property, including a 
historic milk shed from the days when Reevesland 
was the County’s last dairy farm before it closed 
in 1955. 

County Board Chair Mary Hynes said that plans 
are developing “to meet the Board’s goal for 
a public-private partnership for the Reeves 
farmhouse.” The Board directed the County 
Manager not to record the subdivision plat until 
instructed to do so by the County Board, giving 
the community time to put forward proposals. 

Community Facilities Study 
Committee Prepares Final Reports

A 23-member committee has been working 
all year to build a consensus framework on 
Arlington’s future facility needs, and how to fund 
those needs. That work is drawing to a close 
this fall, with the Community Facilities Study 
Committee presenting recommendations to the 
County Board and the School Board. 

The group has produced two reports. One report 
proposes new siting principles and a decision-
making process for future community facilities 
such as schools, fire stations and recreation 
centers. The other report identifies five key 
challenges to address: strengthening community 
dialogues; sustaining Arlington’s economic 
model; considering land as our scarcest resource; 
planning for change and embracing diversity. 

To learn more, visit www.arlingtonva.us; search 
“Community Facilities Study”.

Free Memory Screening

November is National Alzheimer’s Disease 
Awareness Month. More than 5 million Americans 
are estimated to be living with Alzheimer’s, which 
is a progressive type of dementia.

The Walter Reed Adult Day Health Care Center will 
provide free memory screenings on Tues., Nov. 3, 
from 9 a.m.-noon and 2-3 p.m., and Thurs., Nov. 
5, from 9 a.m.-noon and 2-3 p.m. Contact the 
center at 703-228-5340 to make an appointment.

Are you looking for pro bono work? Arlington County’s Volunteer Guardianship and Conservatorship Program helps older adults 
who have difficulty making decisions independently and need support. If you’re interested in serving Arlington residents in need, 
call Randy Feliciano at 703-228-1734.
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Don’t let holiday hype darken your 
mood. Think globally, run and shop 
locally. And take a break from “Black 
Friday.”

Thousands of Arlingtonians will lace 
up their shoes Thanksgiving morning 
as the annual Turkey Trot 5K Run/Walk 
marks its 10th anniversary raising money 
and hope for five critical area charities: 
Doorways for Women and Families, 
Bridges to Independence, Linden 
Resources, the Arlington Food Assistance 

Center (AFAC) and the Arlington Street 
People’s Assistance Network (A-SPAN).  

This year the race also celebrates 
Arlington small business, with shop 
owners and staff hitting the route in 
special purple t-shirts. All Trot participants 
will receive a “virtual swag bag” touting 
the special events and sales of local 
businesses, redeemable in person and 
online through the YOPP mobile app. 

Those deals arrive just in time for 
Arlington Small Business Day as the 

holiday spirit spreads at an easy pace 
Saturday, Nov. 28. Enjoy the best of 
neighborhood stores and services 
without having to navigate box stores 
and ocean-sized parking lots.

Sticking close to home and 
supporting the local economy – it’s the 
gift you can give yourself this and every 
season in Arlington.

Learn more at arlingtonturkeytrot.org.

Robberies and thefts often increase 
around the holidays. Ensure you’re not a 
victim with these tips from the Arlington 
County Police Department to protect 
yourself.

•  When shopping, don’t leave 
valuables in your vehicle. Keep 
packages and shopping bags hidden 
from view. If possible, place them in 
the trunk before you park. 

•   Park in well-lit areas. Lock your car 
door. 

•  Be aware of your surroundings when 
using an ATM.

•  If carrying a purse, hold it close to 
you with the opening or flap to the 
inside, nearest your body. Never 
leave a purse in a shopping basket. 

•  Carry wallets in your front pants 
pocket or in an interior jacket pocket. 

•  Do not leave your 
wallet, cell phone, 
or laptop sitting 
on a tabletop in a 
restaurant, food court 
or store. 

•  Carry valuables wisely. 
Don’t keep cash in your 
wallet (or only a small 
amount). Put cash in an 
inside pocket and only 
carry the credit cards 
you plan to use. 

•  Protect your credit card numbers 
and other personal information. Only 
provide credit card numbers over the 
phone if you initiated the call and 
know to whom you are providing 
the information. Don’t let strangers 
distract you when making a store 
purchase. 

•  If you are traveling for the holidays, 
have a friend or neighbor collect 
your mail and newspapers. Consider 
suspending your service while you 
are away.

•  Be aware of your surroundings and 
exit stores with other people. You 
are an easier target alone. Report 
anything or anyone suspicious.

Looking for unique shopping 
and family outing opportunities this 

holiday season? Whether 
you want to get crafty, 
shop locally or get out 
and about, we can help 
you make it happen. 

Registration required online at 
http://parks.arlingtonva.us (unless 
noted otherwise).

Holiday Nature Crafts
Families and kids 5 and up are 

invited to Long Branch Nature Center, 
Wed., Dec. 9, 3-6 p.m. to relax and 
have some holiday fun in this special 
craft workshop to make natural-
themed gifts and decorations.   

Holiday Wreath Workshop
Adults and teens 12 and up create 

decorative crafts to spruce up the 
home or give as special gifts, Sat., 
Dec. 5, 1-4 p.m. Meet at Long Branch 
Nature Center. We’ll provide music, 

refreshments, basic instruction and 
enough materials for each participant 
to make at least two seasonal 
decorations. Participants should bring 
hand pruners or wire cutters (if you 
have them) and any extra materials or 
special decorations you want to add. 

Holiday Greeting Cards
for Kids

On Tues., Nov. 10, 10-11:30 a.m. 
at Fairlington Community Center, kids 
5 to 13 will make holiday greeting 
cards using a variety of materials and 
techniques. Dress to get messy. 

Holiday Drop & Shop
Parents, here is the perfect 

opportunity to get that holiday 
shopping completed. On Sat., Dec. 19, 
5-9 p.m. drop off your 4 to 12-year-
old at Barcroft Sports & Fitness Center 
for a fun-filled evening of gymnastics 
(obstacle courses, tumble tramp, 
foam pit, games and more). Pizza and 

drinks will be provided. Let us know 
in advance if your child has any food 
allergies by calling 703-228-0707. 

Abrakadoodle
Gift Workshop

On Thurs., Dec. 17, at Walter Reed 
Community Center, kids ages 3 to 12 
will design a unique holiday surprise, 
all while learning the concepts of 
printing, shape discovery, and the 
elements of dot, line and color. Two 
sessions: 1 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.

10th Annual Holiday House
Art Show & Sale

Join us at the Hendry House at Fort 
C.F. Smith Park for a juried craft show 
representing local artists. Surprise your 
loved one with a quality hand-made 
gift. Days and hours are Sat., Dec. 5 
and 12, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 
6 and 13, noon - 5 p.m. and Wed., 
Dec. 9, noon - 8 p.m. No registration 
required.

Holiday Safety Tips 

Holiday Happenings from Parks and Rec

‘Tis the Season to Shop (and Run) Local

ATTENTION 
CPAS &  

ATTORNEYS



Medicare Open Enrollment is Oct.15 – Dec. 7. This is the time of year when you can make changes to your 
Medicare Part D Prescription Plan or Medicare Part C Advantage Plan. Are costs going up? Are all medications 
covered? For help comparing costs, to make sure you’re maximizing your savings, call 703-228-1725.
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Fall is here and with that comes the 
beautiful colors of the autumn season. 
Do you know the best way to dispose of 
your leaves?

Leaf collection requirements
•  Place leaves out for vacuum collection 

BEFORE the date on the posted leaf 
signs. 

•  Do NOT park on leaf piles. It is a fire 
hazard.

•  Do NOT put leaves under low hanging 
wires or near parked cars. 

Bag collection begins Nov. 2
•  Collected weekly the day after your 

scheduled trash day. 

•  Biodegradable bags are available at 
County locations. Check online or on 
your leaf season cart hanger for a full 
list of locations.

•  Always use biodegradable bags.  
NO PLASTIC. 

Vacuum collection begins 
Nov. 9

•  Two collections for each civic 
association. 

•  If you use a lawn service, 
coordinate with them to ensure 
they are aware of the collection 
schedule and that they use 
biodegradable bags. 

•  Leaves in plastic bags will be 
disposed of as trash on your 
following trash day and not 
collected for recycling. 

•  Neighborhood signs placed 3-7 days 
before each collection.

•  Sign up for schedule notifications 
at www.arlingtonva.us/subscribe to 
find out when vacuums are in your 
neighborhood. 

Learn more at arlingtonva.us; search 
“leaf collection.”

Jam-packed 
with 25 self-guided 
neighborhood 
walking routes, 
the 2015 edition 
of WalkArlington’s 
ever-popular 
brochure is now 
available.

This colorful, 
pocket-sized 
brochure has 
been updated 
to include six 
new routes 
developed since the County was 
recognized as a Gold-Level Walk Friendly 
Community in 2012. Walkabout route 
maps, from Old Glebe to Fairlington, 
Westover to Rosslyn, and all points in 
between, are also available online at 
WalkArlington.com/Walkabouts.

For more information, contact info@
walkarlington.com.

Leaf Season Coming Soon New Walkabouts 
Brochure

When: Jan. 4-15

How: Picked up curbside on your 
scheduled trash day; dropped off at 
the Solid Waste Bureau (4300 29th  
St. S.) on the first Saturday of the 
month or via appointment by calling 
703-228-6570.

Requirements

•  Remove the tree stand and 
decorations 

•  Do NOT put the tree in a bag 

•  Place your tree curbside before  
7 a.m. on collection day 

For more information, www.
arlingtonva.us; search “Christmas tree 
collection.”

Christmas Tree Collection

Decades of Arlington history are now 
more alive and accessible. 

Arlington Public Library’s Center 
for Local History has created a unique, 
searchable index of the 20th century 
news found in historic Sun newspapers. 

The Library’s 
microfilm collection of 
the “Northern Virginia 
Sun” was converted 
to an online full-text 
database, creating a 
boon for researchers, 
history buffs and 
anyone searching 
for specific moments 
in Arlington’s story 
from 1935 through 
September 1978.

The work was made 
possible through a 
generous gift from 
the Friends of the 
Arlington Public 
Library.

The index and editions of “The 
Sun” papers are available through the 
Center’s community archives on the 
Library’s website at http://libraryarchives.
arlingtonva.us.

Until now, the newspapers had 
no formal index, making the search 
for specific people and events 
almost impossible without knowing 
a publication date.  “The Sun” was 
published as a thick broadsheet 
Monday through Saturday for much of 

its existence. Its coverage of Arlington 
doings was robust.

The “Northern Virginia Sun” — 
originally the “Arlington Sun” — ceased 
publication in 1998. But much of its 
identity was transferred to the “Arlington 

Sun Gazette”  
which remains a 
familiar weekly 
published by 
Northern Virginia 
Media Services.

While 
newspapers are 
the first draft of 
history, the Center 
also actively 
collects, preserves 
and shares 
those heirlooms 
and personal 
recollections 
that make up 
Arlington’s 
evolving 

autobiography. 
It’s there in Edward Fenwick’s World 

War I letters back home to “Momsie.”  It’s 
there in Wakefield High School’s vibrant, 
silkscreened “Age of Aquarius” posters 
from the 1970s. It’s there in Freedom 
Rider Joan Mulholland’s memories of 
protests from Lee Highway to Mississippi.

To donate a unique piece of 
Arlington’s story, call 703-228-5966 or 
visit http://library.arlingtonva.us/center-
for-local-history.

From Dust to Digital – 
Library’s Center for Local History

It’s one of Arlington’s original recycling 
programs, and one guaranteed to 
generate applause.

The Arlington CostumeLab offers 
more than 20,000 costumes and vintage 
clothing items for use by area performing 
arts groups along with movie and 
television productions. 

Curated by Arlington Cultural Affairs, 
the 40-year-old collection, housed in the 
basement of Gunston Middle School, is 
a treasure trove for qualified County arts 
groups, which receive a special grant 
discount on rentals.

The CostumeLab’s core is 19th and 
20th century clothing, donated primarily 
by Arlington residents including, 
memorably, one former Las Vegas 
showgirl willing to part with a stunning 
1960s Lillie Rubin cocktail dress and 
jumpsuit set in matching petal pink 
Devoré velvet with ostrich-feather trim. 

Every 
piece of the 
collection is 
tracked and 
inventoried 
with the same 
bar-code 
system used 
by Hollywood 
wardrobe 
departments.

The 
CostumeLab 
has also 
helped craft 
original 

pieces, including stage clothing for 
Signature Theatre’s award-winning 
1997 production of “Passion.” Those 
creations later appeared in the History 
Channel’s 2006 documentary “Lincoln” by 
filmmaker Vikram Jayanti. 

Lending is limited to qualified groups 
and not individuals so you won’t see 
collection pieces at any neighborhood 
costume party. 

Anyone cleaning out an attic and 
looking for a home for vintage clothing 
in good condition should check in with 
the CostumeLab. It could mean a tax 
deduction plus a humble share of a 
future standing ovation. Email costumes@
arlingtonva.us for more information.

CostumeLab Poised for the Spotlight

Costumes from Synetic Theater’s 2009 production 
of “Dante” were constructed in the Arlington 
CostumeLab. Photo credit: Synetic Theater

The Arlington CostumeLab has 
a collection of vintage hats, 
cloth and patterns dating as far 
back as the late 18th Century.



Plastic grocery bags clog sorting equipment at the recycling facility. Recycle these bags in receptacles available at most 
local grocery stores. Check out the “Where Does It Go?” directory at http://recycling.arlingtonva.us to find out how to 
correctly recycle items. Also available via the ArlingtonVA mobile app.
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Arlington’s passion for gardening 
has definitely taken root. The number of 
people seeking community garden plots 
has more than doubled in recent years, 
while turnout for County gardening 
and horticulture classes continues to 
blossom. 

The County is dedicated to 
expanding opportunities for public 
planting and harvesting. 

The Community Garden on S. Four 
Mile Run Dr. has more than 40 plots and 
the recent land purchase on S. Arlington 
Mill Dr. will allow for more cultivation 
of the Lang Street Garden. The County 

is also sub-dividing existing plots when 
they become available so more people 
can get growing. “We’ve found that 
10 x 20 foot gardens are a great size 
for joining in,” says the County’s Urban 
Agriculture coordinator, Kim Haun.

You can also find gardens in some 
not-so-typical places. There is one 
outside Central Library and another at 
the Westover branch. Most of our public 
schools have them too. 

Privately owned properties in 
Arlington have also created gardens for 
neighborhood use. Consider dedicating 
a yard if you have the space, or work 
with your homeowners association to 
create new plots on accommodating 
land. Applying for a County-run 
community garden plot is free but 
the wait can be long.  The County 
encourages residents to try gardening 
at home or on shared plots that can be 
created next to businesses, houses of 
worship and even rooftops. 

And don’t forget that Arlington 
residents can borrow from among scores 
of gardening tools housed in “The Shed” 
at Central Library through November 
and starting up again in the spring. 

To learn more about gardening 
opportunities, classes and volunteering 
in Arlington, go to www.alingtonva.us, 
search “urban agriculture.”

This year, the County has been 
working aggressively on its next Transit 
Development Plan (TDP). Like any 
planning document, the TDP analyzes 
current conditions and charts a path 
for improvements. This update is 
particularly important because it will 
help Arlington reorient its transit plans 
following last November’s decision to 
cancel the Streetcar Program.

Developing a new TDP is required 
every six years by the Virginia 
Department of Rail and Public 
Transportation. It ensures Arlington is 
eligible for state funds, one of our main 
transit funding sources.

To decide where you want to go, it 
helps to know your starting point. That’s 
why, this spring, we asked residents to 
provide feedback on transit service in 
the County. And the response was  
huge – more than 3,300 completed 
surveys.

Community members will have an 
opportunity to see the survey results 
and other technical analysis and 
provide additional feedback at public 
meetings and stakeholder briefings this 
fall. For dates and locations, visit www.
arlingtonva.us; search “TDP.”

Work on the TDP hasn’t slowed our 
efforts with improving transit service in 
the near-term. In July, Arlington Transit 
added bus service along Columbia 
Pike, in Crystal City-Pentagon City 
and to destinations in the Rosslyn-
Ballston corridor. Additional service 
improvements are planned to start in 
December.

Arlington Transit (ART) has 
proposed taking over a portion of 
the current Metrobus 3A route with 
a new bus route, the ART 55. ART 
55 would replace the portion of the 
3A route that starts at the East Falls 
Church Metro station and runs down 
Lee Highway to the Rosslyn Metro 
station.

The proposed ART 55 route would 
use the same route, operate the same 
hours, and serve the same bus stops 
as the current 3A route. The proposed 
ART 55 schedule would provide 
weekday service every 15 minutes 
during the day; every 20 minutes 
on Saturdays and every 30 minutes 
on Sundays and evenings. Rush hour 
service would be every 12 minutes.

If the proposal is approved by the 
WMATA Board of Directors, expected 
in November, ART 55 would start 
service on Sunday, Dec. 13. Visit www.
arlingtontransit.com to learn more.

Community Gardens Keep Arlington Growing Planning the County’s 
Transit Future

ART Bus to Replace 
Metrobus 3A Route

Protect Your Garden 
Through Winter

•  The first frost date is typically  
Nov. 8-28.

•  Vegetables that do well in a fall 
garden include leafy greens such as 
kale, collards and lettuces, broccoli 
and other brassicas.

•  Remove dead and spent summer 
plants, such as tomato and bean 
vines. Leaving them planted can 
harbor fungus and garden pests.

•  Improve your soil, retain moisture and 
reduce weeds by applying a layer of 
mulch in fall (and early spring).

Note: Mulch is available from the 
County for pickup or delivery. Visit 
www.arlingtonva.us; search “mulch.

ConstructionUPDATES
Crystal City Potomac Yard 
Transitway
As of September, new transit lanes in Potomac 
Yard were nearing completion, traffic signs 
and station signage were being installed, 
and testing began on LED signs and other 
technologies that will support the transitway.

Construction resumed at several station 
locations where unforeseen utility conflicts, 
poor soil conditions and underground 
obstructions had slowed work. Construction 
activities are expected to continue through  
the fall.

Crystal City Multimodal Center
This project will improve vehicle and pedestrian 
safety and traffic circulation and expand bus 
stop capacity around the Crystal City Metrorail 
Station. The first phase of work is on 18th 
Street South, under the Route 1 bridge. We’re 
reconstructing the roadway and creating new 
bus bays underneath the bridge. 

Construction for phase 1 is expected to last until 
early 2016. At least one travel lane will be open in 
each direction throughout this work.

Subscribe to construction 
updates
Visit www.arlingtonva.us, use the “Sign Up 
for eNewsletter” box to submit your email, 
and then choose “Crystal City/Pentagon City/
Potomac Yard Transportation Project Updates”.

County Board Vice Chairman J. Walter 
Tejada welcomed Governor Terry McAuliffe 
to Arlington Sept. 10 for dedication of the 
new Freedmans Village Bridge, named 
for the community of former and fugitive 
slaves built on the estate of Robert E. Lee. 

The bridge carries Washington 
Boulevard, a state route, over 
Columbia Pike. 

It features bronze medallions 
depicting Freedmans Village scenes and 
residents, many of whom are buried in 
Arlington National Cemetery, the former 
Lee property just to the northeast. 
Several descendants were on hand for 
the ceremony, including Craig Syphax, 
president of the Black Heritage Museum 
of Arlington.

The new bridge 
replaces a 1940s 
structure that was 
deteriorating and 
rated as structurally 
deficient. It provides 
four 12-foot lanes, 
improved shoulders 
and an open area 
separating the 
westbound and 
eastbound spans, 
allowing natural 
light to illuminate 
Columbia Pike below. 
The bridge handles 
80,000 vehicles a day. 

County 
staff were 
heavily 
involved 
in the 
project’s 
planning 
and design 
stages, 
including 
coordinating meetings with civic 
association representatives and 
community stakeholders to provide 
input on the bridge design and its 
naming.

Governor Dedicates New 
Freedmans Village Bridge

RECYCLING TIPS
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APS is entering the third year of 
working toward our goal of using 
technology to assist teachers with 
personalizing learning for every 
student. Personalized learning is a vital 
component of the APS Strategic Plan for 
2011-17, in which the community has 
set a goal to “create vital and engaging 
technology-rich learning environments” 
that provide “personalized learning 
experiences for all learners, regardless 
of background, language or disabilities.”  
This year, iPads will be issued to all 
second and sixth grade students, and 
laptop computers will be issued to all 
ninth grade students. Students who 
received devices last year (now in grades 
3, 7 and 10) will continue to use those 
same devices. By 2017, each student 
in grades 2-12 will have access to a 
personalized digital learning device.

Family Resources
Over the past two months, APS 

partnered with Discovery Education® 
to host a series of Parent Information 
Nights for families of elementary 
school students. At each event, staff 

Your School Board

Citizens who wish to meet with a 
Board member may do so on a walk-
in basis during Open Office Hours 
on Monday from 5-7 p.m. on days 
when school is in session. School 
Board members can also meet by 
appointment with small groups 
of individuals to discuss issues or 
positions. If Monday is a holiday, Open 
Office Hours are held the following 
Tuesday from 8:30-11:30 a.m.

School Board Meetings:

Arlington School Board meeting 
dates, times, agendas and other 
information are available online at 
www.apsva.us/schoolboard.

School Board Office 
1426 N. Quincy St. 
Arlington, Va. 22207 
703-228-6015
703-228-7640 (fax)
schoolboard@apsva.us

Emma Voland-Sánchez, Chair
Nancy Van Doren, Vice Chair

Barbara Kanninen, James Lander, Abby Raphael

Support Your School by Shopping – Do you know how easy it is? Stores like Harris Teeter, Giant and 
Target have rewards programs that help local schools. To learn more, visit their websites or customer 
service counters.

Watch APS 
on YouTube!

Have you checked out 
Arlington Public Schools on 
YouTube? Episodes of APS 
Snapshots, Green Scene and 
#digitalAPS are available 
on the APS channels, as are 
school-produced videos and 
even school concerts and 
plays. APS and AETV are on 
YouTube at: 
www.yt.com/APSVAVideo 
and 
www.yt.com/AETVAPS 

Personalized Learning for Every Student

The APS Food and Nutrition Services 
Office has rolled out two new initiatives 
for the 2015-16 school year.

Food Services New Breakfast/Lunch 
Menu Website 

The new website makes it easier to 
view breakfast and lunch menu options, 
review nutritional information, and 
prepay the MySchoolBucks accounts 
online. 

The website is apsva.nutrislice.com, 
and is also available on the APS Mobile 
App, where new navigation provides a 
simple-to-use platform to view breakfast 
and lunch menu options by school. 
Unique features include:

• Photos of every menu item

• Detailed nutritional information

• Carbohydrate counts

• Online ratings for families to provide 
feedback on each menu item

• Breakfast and lunch options that 
include ingredients for many 
common food allergies

A filter in the upper right-hand corner 
of the menu page allows families to filter 
out menu items based on the dietary 
restrictions of their child. 

Grab and Go Breakfasts
To make it more convenient for 

students to eat breakfast every day, all 
cafeterias have added “grab and go” 
breakfast options to the morning menu. 
In addition to the posted breakfast, 
students can choose from one of three 
healthy options:

• Cereal/Muffin/Fruit/Juice/Milk

• Waffle/Fruit/Juice/Milk

• Banana or Zucchini Bread/Fruit/Juice/
Milk  

Working to Keep Kids Healthy

APS 
NEWS

shared examples of how learning is 
transformed through thoughtful and 
strategic integration of technology into 
instructional practices. Families had 
the opportunity to engage in hands-on 
activities that support blended learning 
and visit digital learning stations that 
model best instructional practices. 
Family and community involvement is 
an essential element of the successful 
transition to personalized digital learning 
in our classrooms.

Digital Citizenship
This fall, all students have also received 

instruction on digital citizenship and 
internet safety. APS teachers developed 
a curriculum for students at all grades, 
beginning in kindergarten, to help them 
learn how to be responsible, ethical and 
safe citizens online. The curriculum has 
been adapted from the work of Common 
Sense Media, which is a free resource that 
families can use at home to extend and 
reinforce the learning which occurs at 
school. 

APS has also developed a Personalized 
Learning Device Handbook to address 

parent and staff questions regarding 
the personalized learning initiative. 
The handbook provides an overview of 
the vision and goals for the initiative, 
instructions and policies on the 
acceptable use of technology, guidance 
on digital citizenship and internet 
safety, and answers to frequently 
asked questions. For more information 
about the personalized digital learning 
initiative, please visit www.apsva.us/
digitallearning and tune into the AETV 
video series, #digitalAPS: Exploring 
Instructional Frontiers, at www.apsva.us/
digitalaps. 

December is less than a month 
away and that means winter 
concerts are fast approaching. Here 
is a list of a few of the concerts 
offered throughout APS. 

• Dec. 2 – H-B Woodlawn 
Instrumental Concert, 7:30 p.m.

• Dec. 4 – Swanson Winter Concert, 
7 p.m.

• Dec. 8 – W-L Orchestra, 7 p.m.

• Dec. 15 – ASFS Winter Concert, 
7 p.m.

• Dec. 16 – Claremont Winter 
Concert, 7 p.m.

• Jan. 14 – Jamestown Winter 
Concert, 7 p.m.

To see more, visit www.apsva.us/
calendars.

Follow the APS Arts Education 
Office on Twitter @APSArts and use 
the hashtag #APSArtsHappy to share 
photos of student performances.

APS Senior Citizen cards are 
available and provide free admission 
to all APS events. Call 703-228-6005 to 
request your free Senior Citizen Card 
today. 

Winter Concert Schedule
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Over the past several months, 
APS staff, School Board members, 
families, students, and other interested 
stakeholders have had the opportunity 
to discuss and evaluate different 
capacity options for our students. Here is 
an update on the work this fall.

Community Facilities Study
The Arlington County Board and 

the Arlington School Board launched a 
year-long community facilities planning 
effort regarding the community’s 
requirements for additional school, 
fire station, vehicle storage sites and 
other facility needs in the context of 
Arlington’s and the region’s projected 
economic and demographic growth. 

Last month, the Community 
Facilities Study Committee presented 
an update on its work to develop 
recommendations for a new siting 
process for future County or School 
facilities or expansions. The siting 
process is intended to improve upon 
current practices and help to make 
siting decisions efficiently, effectively 

Interested in volunteering or partnering with a school? Currently, more than 500 businesses and community 
organizations provide over 600 partnership relationships with the schools and programs in APS. To learn more, visit 
www.apsva.us/volunteers or contact Dawn Smith at 703-228-2581.

APS Capital Improvement Planning Update

Follow Us! For all the latest news and information, follow APS on social media: 

fb.com/
ArlingtonPublicSchools

@APSVirginia youtube.com/
AETVaps

@APSVirginia @APSVirginia

Mark Your Calendars

NOV

2
Timeframe to apply to 
secondary program options
-Through Jan. 22

NOV

3
Professional Learning Day
No School for Students

NOV

11
Veteran’s Day
No School for Students

NOV

25
Thanksgiving Break
No School for Students
-Through Nov. 27

DEC

21
Winter Break
No School for Students
-Through Dec. 31

JAN

1
Winter Break
No School for Students

To view the complete calendar, visit: 
www.apsva.us/calendar

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

The 2015-16 school year started off 
well, with news that Arlington Public 
Schools continues to outpace other 
Virginia school divisions based on SOL 
scores, SAT/ACT scores and the On-Time 
Graduation Rate. 

APS Exceeds State Passing Rates on SOL 
Scores

The APS passing rates exceeded 
the state passing rates in 27 of 28 
assessments, across all grade levels and 
subjects. For the first time since 2011, 
all APS schools are fully accredited 
by the State of Virginia. In addition, 
significant progress has been made 
in eliminating the achievement gap. 
Scores for Students with Disabilities 
and Limited English Proficient (LEP) 
students in Grade 3 Reading increased 
by 10 percentage points. Reading 
scores for Black students in Grades 
3, 5, and 8 increased more than 10 
percentage points, while scores in Grade 
5 increased 15 percentage points above 
the State average. Scores for Hispanic 
students in Grade 3 Reading increased 
by 5 percentage points and Algebra I 
scores for LEP students increased 15 
percentage points.

SAT/ACT Scores
Arlington’s average combined SAT 

scores continued to rise in 2015, rising 
27 points higher than in 2014. These 
scores are also 147 points higher than 
the 2015 average score for Virginia 

students and 190 points higher than the 
national SAT average. Overall, in the last 
five years, APS SAT scores increased by 
18 points in reading, 16 points in writing, 
and 18 points in math. 

In addition, APS had a 26% increase 
in the number of ACT test takers in 
2015, with Arlington graduates also 
outperforming their peers across 
Virginia and nationwide on the ACT by 
large margins.

2015 National Blue Ribbon School

Patrick Henry Elementary School 
was named a 2015 Blue Ribbon School 
by the US Dept. of Education (USED) 
for meeting the criteria of Exemplary 
High Performing Schools which are 
among the highest performing schools 
as measured by state assessments or 
nationally normed tests. Henry is one of 
335 public and private schools across 
the nation (out of over 98,000) and one 
of only seven public schools in Virginia 
to be recognized by the USED.

Graduation Rates Increase While the 
Dropout Rate Continues to Decrease 

The On-Time Graduation Rate for 
Arlington’s Class of 2015 increased 
to 92.8% for all APS students, up 8.1 
percentage points from 84.5% in 2009. 
Arlington’s On-Time Graduation Rate 
is 2.3 percentage points higher than 
Virginia’s rate of 90.5. The 2015 On-Time 
Graduation Rate for students who 
have been enrolled in one of the three 
comprehensive high schools for all of 
their high school careers in Arlington is a 
combined overall average of 98.5%.

The dropout rate for the Class of 
2015 is 4.2%, up slightly from 3.8% in 
2014 but an overall decline in dropouts 
from the 11.9% rate in 2009. Arlington’s 
Dropout Rate is 1.0 percentage point 
lower than Virginia’s rate of 5.2%. 

In 2015, 68.5% of the on-time 
graduates earned an advanced or IB 
diploma, an increase of 7.3 percentage 
points since 2009. In addition, the 
percentage of Arlington graduates 
earning an advanced diploma was 17 
percentage points higher than the 
state average. Results from this year’s 
APS Senior Survey indicate that 91% of 
this year’s graduates intend to go to a 
college (74% to a 4-year school, 18.8% to 
a 2-year school) representing an increase 
from 87% in 2014.

2015-16 School Year Off to an Impressive Start
NewsBRIEFS
School Security Grant
As part of an ongoing effort to enhance safety 
and security in schools, APS received a $38,992 
school security grant from the state of Virginia. 
The funds will be used to provide increased 
security at Swanson and Williamsburg middle 
schools through the installation of cameras 
and a video server, and a desktop station at 
Swanson that will allow monitoring of the 
cameras and access to stored video. Once 
installation is complete, the cameras will 
also be accessible by the Arlington County 
Emergency Communications Center.

New School Buses
In September, Arlington Public Schools rolled 
out three new MV-1 special-needs buses. Each 
vehicle accommodates up to two wheelchair-
bound students and/or three other students 
and an attendant. The buses can reach 
students in locations that the larger school 
buses cannot, and can transport students 
comfortably and safely for longer distances.

and with ample community input. The 
Study Committee will present additional 
recommendations in its Final Report, 
which is scheduled to be presented to 
both Boards at a Joint Work Session 
on November 10. More information 
is available on the Arlington County 
website at www.arlingtonva.us. 

South Arlington Working Group 
In June, the South Arlington Working 

Group (SAWG) was formed to assist 
the School Board in determining the 
site for a new 725-seat neighborhood 
elementary school by December 2015, 
for completion by September 2019. 
The group is working with APS staff to 
evaluate site options for the new school, 
and has narrowed down the initial list of 
site recommendations. A final report is 
due later this year.

FY 2016-25 Arlington Facilities and 
Student Accommodation Plan

The Arlington Facilities and Student 
Accommodation Plan (AFSAP) for 

FY2016-25 provides a comprehensive 
look at student enrollment and building 
capacity within Arlington Public Schools. 
The intent of this document is to provide 
APS staff with data for making decisions 
about APS facilities and programs. 
Specific information about each school 
is provided, as well as an overall look at 
enrollment/capacity issues throughout 
the county. 

To review the AFSAP and stay up-to-
date, visit www.apsva.us/moreseats.  
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Arlington Leads with LEDs Don’t Let Panhandlers in the Median 
Leave You Feeling Divided

Arlington County Government, 
businesses, and residents are rethinking 
lighting. Installing new energy efficient 
lighting is one of the easiest ways to 
save electricity and money. Here are 
some LED lighting changes in our 
community:
•  The Ballston Garage replaced 

outdated lighting with 1,675 new 
efficient LED lights, saving $3,500 in 
the first month of operation. 

•  The Thomas Jefferson Community 
Center Gym replaced more than 300 
metal halide and incandescent light 
fixtures with 156 LED fixtures. Savings 
are estimated at $45,000 per year.

•  Discovery Elementary, the new Net 

Zero Energy School, installed 100 
percent LED lights, both inside and 
out. It’s the first Arlington school with 
all LED lights.

•  The Arlington Initiative to Rethink 
Energy’s (AIRE) Lighting Rebate 
Program offered an incentive 
to commercial properties in the 
County for lighting retrofits. Thirty-
two properties took advantage of 
the program and replaced more 
than 6,000 lights. Savings from this 
program are equal to the energy used 
by 213 homes.

Interested in learning more about LEDs? 
Visit http://environment.arlingtonva.us/
energy for more information.

Arlington’s new Discovery Elementary School installed 100 percent LED lights, both inside and out. It’s the 
first Arlington school with all LED lights. Photo credit: Greg Rusk

Many panhandlers see a pause in 
traffic as their green light. Stepping from 
car to car in search of loose coins and 
bills, they risk their own safety walking 
a dangerous line between protected 
free speech and being an obstruction, 
Arlington Police Captain Patrick Donahue 
explains.

They’re the subject of  “constant calls” 
to Donahue’s District 1 from residents 
who are sympathetic but leery or just 
plain angry about being approached 
when they are stopped at a red light and 
unable to move.

Despite heart-wrenching signs that 
speak of homelessness or even physical 
traumas displayed from traffic medians, 
Donahue says motorists should avoid 
giving panhandlers money directly. It 
usually  “does not improve their situation” 
since there’s no telling what the cash 
will be used for, Donahue says. Officers 
have even seen those who appear to be 
indigent drive off in their own cars after 
working an intersection.

For everyone’s safety and the 
guaranteed benefit of those in need, 
police and social services recommend 
contributing to familiar commmunity 
organizations that help the hungry 
and the homeless. Two such groups: 

Arlington Street People’s Assistance 
Network (A-SPAN) and the Arlington 
Food Assistance Center (AFAC). The 
Department of Human Services also can 
suggest a host of recognized charities.

Although Arlington Police have 
arrested “quite a few” panhandlers on 
charges of obstructing traffic, jaywalking 
and even fighting over choice locations, 
Donahue says that courts have generally 
upheld the right of panhandlers to patrol 
curbs of roadways. It’s an issue of basic 
constitutional rights. So panhandlers 
keep returning to dangerous medians 
because motorists keep giving. “Never a 
good mix” in Donahue’s words.

Arlington has better, more proven 
ways to help those in need. It’s just a 
matter of giving in the right direction.

EN ESPAÑOL

Arlington aprobó su primer Plan 
Maestro de Viviendas Asequibles en 
septiembre. El plan guiará la provisión 
del Condado en la próxima generación 
de viviendas asequibles y sustentables 
que apoya a nuestra gente, mejora 
nuestros vecindarios y fortalece nuestra 
economía.

El plan incluye tres objetivos que 
forman parte del desafío creciente de 
preservar y crear viviendas asequibles 

en Arlington: aumentar la oferta, 
garantizar el acceso y contribuir hacia 
una comunidad sustentable. 
 •  Aumentar la oferta: el plan fija un 

objetivo de garantizar que el 17.7% 
de la existencia de viviendas de 
alquiler del Condado y el 28.4% de 
la existencia de viviendas nuevas 
de propiedad sean asequibles para 
2040. 

•  Garantizar el acceso: ayudar al 

Condado a realizar su visión como 
comunidad diversa e inclusiva 
permitiendo, el acceso a vivienda a 
todos los segmentos de la población. 

•  Contribuir hacia una comunidad 
sustentable: las políticas del plan 
garantizan viviendas seguras y 
decentes, coordinan el uso de tierras 
y transporte e incorporan las mejores 
prácticas ambientales.

Generalmente, los robos aumentan 
durante las fiestas. No se convierta en 
víctima y protéjase con estos consejos 
del Departamento de Policía del 
Condado de Arlington. 

•  Cuando vaya de compras, no deje 
objetos de valor en su vehículo. 
Mantenga los paquetes y bolsas 
de compras fuera de la vista. Si es 
posible, colóquelas en el maletero 
antes de llegar a donde va a 
estacionar. 

•  Estacione en áreas bien iluminadas. 
Cierre la puerta del coche. 

•  Tenga en cuenta los alrededores al 
utilizar un cajero automático. 

•  Si lleva un bolso, manténgalo pegado 
a usted, con la apertura o solapa 

hacia el interior, hacia su cuerpo. 
Nunca deje un bolso en una cesta de 
compras. 

•  Las billeteras deben llevarse en el 
bolsillo delantero del pantalón o en 
un bolsillo interior de la chaqueta. 

•  No deje su billetera, teléfono celular 
o computadora portátil sobre una 
mesa en un restaurante, patio de 
comidas o tienda. 

•  Lleve los objetos de valor con 
prudencia. No guarde efectivo en 
su billetera (o sólo una pequeña 
cantidad). Ponga el efectivo en 
un bolsillo interior y sólo lleve las 
tarjetas de crédito que va a utilizar. 

•  Proteja los números de sus tarjetas 
de crédito y otra información 

personal. Sólo proporcione números 
de tarjetas de crédito por teléfono 
si usted inició la llamada y si sabe 
a quién le está proporcionando 
la información. No permita que 
extraños lo distraigan mientras hace 
una compra en una tienda. 

•  Si va a viajar para las fiestas, pida 
a un amigo o vecino que recoja su 
correo y los periódicos. Considere la 
posibilidad de suspender el servicio 
mientras esté ausente. 

•  Tenga en cuenta los alrededores 
y salga de las tiendas con otras 
personas. Es un blanco más fácil si 
va solo. Reporte cualquier cosa o 
cualquier persona sospechosa.

Centro de Servicios 
para Indigentes en 
pleno funcionamiento

Primer Plan Maestro de Viviendas Asequibles de Arlington

Consejos de seguridad durante las fiestas 

Aproximadamente 250 personas 
recientemente celebraron la apertura 
del nuevo Centro de Servicios para 
Indigentes de Arlington. Ubicado en 
2020-A 14th St. N., el nuevo centro 
reemplaza al Refugio de Emergencia 
durante el invierno del Condado.

Los residentes del centro reciben 
capacitación 
para desarrollar 
habilidades 
para empleo y la 
vida, asistencia 
para inscripción 
de beneficios 
públicos; 

y orientación de salud mental y 
tratamiento de abuso de sustancias. 
Los residentes tienen acceso a duchas 
como también a lavandería y servicio 
de correo.

El centro incluye 50 camas de 
refugio que funcionan todo el año 
y 25 camas adicionales para la 
prevención de casos de hipotermia 
en invierno. Además hay cinco camas 
disponibles durante todo el año, para 
ser utilizadas para reposo médico, 
según sea necesario, por personas 
con afecciones médicas que requieren 
de una asistencia especializada.


