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Transformational Long-Range Plans
Adopted for Rosslyn

Year Ahead

he County Board in July adopted
two long-range plans that
provide a new vision and strategies for
transforming the Rosslyn neighborhood
over the next several decades.
Rosslyn, a gateway to Arlington, is
a bustling commercial center located
just across the Key Bridge from the
District of Columbia. It boasts prime
office space and luxury condominiums,
but lacks the lively feel and walkable
streets lined with restaurants and retail
of some of Arlington’s other urban
villages.
“For decades, Rosslyn has been a
successful regional business center,”
said Arlington County Board Chair
Mary Hynes. “With the adoption of
these two plans, we now have a road
map to transform central Rosslyn into a
more vibrant, walkable community.”
The Rosslyn Sector Plan, adopted
unanimously by the Board, provides
development guidelines that will
create a sense of place: new streets,
a public plaza, superior architecture
and urban design, improved access to
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Gateway Park, better-connected to adjacent areas,
will come to life with better facilities, more lawn,
food kiosks and more for bicyclists and joggers.
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Freedom Park will be revitalized and expanded into Rosslyn’s urban fabric, creating a more accessible and
prominent park that hosts a range of activities.

the riverfront and an expanded open
space network. A peaks-and-valley
approach to building heights will
preserve the best views of Washington
and the Potomac River from a future
public observation deck at Central
Place. To learn more about the plan,
visit arlingtonva.us and search “Rosslyn
Sector Plan.” The long-range sector
plan provides both a vision and a guide
to growth and development in the
Rosslyn Coordinated Redevelopment
District (RCRD) as designated on the
General Land Use Plan.
The Board also unanimously
adopted the Western Rosslyn Area
Plan (WRAPS) that includes a new

school for the HB Woodlawn program;
a new Fire Station #10; a new and
improved Rosslyn Highlands Park and
another small park space, mixed-use
development and up to 250 units of
affordable housing. County staff, a
developer, community members and
members of County commissions
worked together to create a plan that
addresses some of the county’s highest
priorities on this limited space. To learn
more about the plan, visit arlingtonva.us
and search “WRAPS.”
“Everyone who participated in these
intensive, sweeping community-based
planning efforts should be proud of what
we’ve achieved together,” Hynes said. n

Re-envisioning the Ballston Common Mall
orest City, owner of the aging
the redevelopment vision for the mall.
the region and significantly increase
F
Ballston Common Mall, has
“There is a consensus on our Board
tax revenue that will benefit all
proposed a $300 million redevelopment that redevelopment of the mall, which
of Arlington. To help achieve this,
that would transform the mall into
Ballston Quarter – a more open,
dynamic and outward-facing
development with a mix of new retail
and residences.
To achieve its vision, the developer
is seeking a public-private partnership
with Arlington County. The County
Board in July directed the Acting County
Manager to pursue a framework for such
a partnership, saying it must address the
economic and place-making benefits
to the County. The Board directed the
Manager to consider a range of land use
incentives, such as additional density,
height and parking ratio modifications,
and strategic and measured use of public
investment and financing tools to achieve

lies at the heart of one of our key
urban villages, is long overdue, and
could yield great benefits not just for
Ballston, but for all of Arlington,” said
Arlington County Board Chair Mary
Hynes. “At the same time, we have
said that the proposed redevelopment
must be consistent with the County’s
planning objectives for Ballston,
and must appropriately balance the
County’s goals of enhanced economic
and place-making benefits with
private sector economic feasibility
requirements.”
The goal is to create a development
that can compete regionally for highquality retailers and draw diners,
shoppers and visitors from across

the County is considering strategic
investment in public infrastructure that
would improve the area’s walkability
and parking.
Site plan review hearings on the
proposed redevelopment are underway
and will continue through the fall.
Everything from transportation options
to height restrictions to accessibility
will be considered.
The County Board plans to consider
the proposed redevelopment and the
public-private partnership by the end
of 2015.
For additional information on the
project, and how you can be part of the
process, visit projects.arlingtonva.us/
projects/ballston-common. n

DECAL
ALERT

Decal Alert – Put your new, blue County decal on your car today. Most decals were attached to the back of car
tax bills mailed in mid-August. If you did not receive your bill, contact the Treasurer’s Office at 703-228-3090 or
treasureroperations@arlingtonva.us.
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Jay Fisette, Libby Garvey, John Vihstadt

County Board Office
2100 Clarendon Blvd.,
Suite 300, Arlington, Va. 22201
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Meet Mark Schwartz, Acting County Manager

A

fter a 10-year career with
Arlington County government,
Mark Schwartz has been named Acting
County Manager. Schwartz, a Boston
native, moved to Arlington in 1985 and
lives in Ashton Heights with his wife,
Jamie, and their dog, Stella. Their two
daughters attended Arlington Public
Schools.
“My roots in this community are
deep,” Schwartz said. “It is a real
privilege to have the opportunity to
manage what I believe is one of the best
local governments in the nation, and
to serve a community that has such a
strong culture of civic engagement and
such a bright future.”
Economic development is his
highest priority, said Schwartz. With
the County’s office vacancy rate at an
all-time high “we need an all-hands-

on-deck effort” to fill offices vacated
by the federal government’s downsizing
efforts, the Department of Defense’s
Base Realignment and Closure process,
and increased regional competition.
“Our commercial base is a crucial part
of our tax base,” he said. “To ensure
our economic sustainability, we need
to attract more non-government
businesses to Arlington and fill those
vacant offices in Crystal City, Rosslyn
and other parts of the County.”
Schwartz also plans to improve
service delivery and provide more open
data for residents. “I want to increase
government transparency and make it
easier and more satisfying for people to
interact with County government,” he
said.
A third area of focus is strategic
planning. “With change coming at an

ever faster pace, it is crucial that we
plan for the future,” Schwartz said.
“I will hold strategic conversations
with every department on the future
of service delivery, staffing and
management, to make sure we deliver
the most efficient, effective service to our
residents, businesses and developers.” n

Upcoming County Board Meetings
Sept. 19 – Regular Meeting
Sept. 21 – Regular Meeting (Carryover)
Sept. 24 – Recessed Meeting
Oct. 17 – Regular Meeting
Oct. 20 – Recessed Meeting
View the full schedule online at
countyboard.arlingtonva.us/meetings.

The Citizen is a bimonthly publication
of Arlington County; available online at
www.arlingtoncitizen.wordpress.com
Jennifer K. Smith (Editor)
703-228-3120 (voice), 703-228-4611 (TTY)
publicaffairs@arlingtonva.us. Printed on 100
percent recycled paper, 30-40 percent postconsumer content.
Services for Visually Impaired Readers Metropolitan Washington Ear offers free
reading service of The Citizen for people
with physical disabilities who cannot
effectively read print. Call 301-681-6636,
www.washear.org or email information@
washear.org.

Keep in the Loop

Stay Informed
Subscribe to news releases, the
biweekly Insider enewsletter
and more than a dozen other
offerings such as trash and
recycling news and planning
and building updates.
Sign up at:
arlingtonva.us/subscribe
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Virginia Hospital Center Seeking to Expand

T

he County is considering a request
from Virginia Hospital Center that
the hospital be allowed to expand into
5.5 acres of County-owned land north
of VHC on N. George Mason Drive.
VHC appealed to the County Board
in April for a land swap that would
allow the hospital to expand into the
former Edison site, north of VHC.
Arlington recently moved services
it offered at the Edison site to other
locations.
The entire Board “believes that the
hospital provides a really important
service to Arlingtonians, and that
working with them is important to
ensuring that continues into the
future,” Board Chair Mary Hynes told

VHC Vice President Adrian Stanton
during the July Board Meeting.
If the County and VHC reach agreement,
they must still work out terms of the sale,
a deal that could include cash, a land
swap, or both. The three neighboring
civic associations have expressed support
for the hospital’s expansion. County
staff will update the community at a
meeting on September 9, at 7 p.m., in
the VHC auditorium, 1701 N. George
Mason Drive. For information, contact
Michael Halewski at 703-228-4424 or
mhalewski@arlingtonva.us.
The County will initiate a
community process once the hospital
submits a master plan/site plan for the
proposed expansion. n

Newsbriefs
Community Facilities Study
As our community continues to grow, we
have increased demands for public services,
community facilities and open space within
limited physical space. The 23-person
Community Facilities Study Committee has
worked hard since January to evaluate County
and School resources, prioritize challenges
and draft recommendations. This fall is an
important milestone for their process. A
draft process for siting of County and School
facilities will be presented to both Boards in
September, followed by a final report with
additional recommendations in November.
To follow along and learn about feedback
opportunities, visit arlingtonva.us and search
“community facilities study.”

Human Services Consolidation

Where to Put Fire Station #8?

A

rlington needs to move its
aging Fire Station #8, located
at the intersection of Lee Highway
and North Culpepper Street, further
north to improve overall fire and
emergency response times in north
Arlington. Studies of response times
across the County in 2000 and 2012
found response times to parts of North
Arlington were the longest in the
County and significantly exceeded
the County’s response goals. Response
times can affect life safety.
In the Capital Improvement Program
adopted in July 2014, staff identified
the corner of Old Dominion Drive
and 26th Street North as the preferred
site for a new Fire Station #8. The
Board, at that time, committed to
conducting a public siting process
to evaluate that site and others.

Criteria for site selection include:
• Increasing the number of households
reached in 4-6 minutes.
• 1
 .5-acre site already owned by the
County (or likely to come into the
County’s control expeditiously and
at a feasible cost).
• Proximity to major arterial street(s).
• N
 ot too far north to ensure service is
not adversely affected elsewhere in
the County.
County staff met with residents
this summer to discuss siting options
and will hold a final meeting in
September. For the meeting’s date
and time and more information, visit
projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/firestation-8 on the County website.
The County Board plans to consider
staff recommendations this fall. n

Consolidation of the County’s Department
of Human Services (DHS) at Sequoia Plaza
is nearly complete. The majority of the
department moved to the Sequoia Plaza site
– in the Penrose neighborhood – in 2010. The
rest of the Behavioral Healthcare and Public
Health units followed this year. Co-location
of human services programs fosters stronger
service integration. Sequoia Plaza’s central
Arlington location places the agency closer to
where the majority of its clients live, and it is
easily accessible by car (free on-site parking) or
ART bus (routes 42, 45 and 77). Learn more at
arlingtonva.us/dhs.

Taxes Due October 5
Car taxes and the second installment of Real
Estate taxes are due October 5. Bought or
sold a car? You will owe taxes for the time
your car was in Arlington in 2015. Your
car tax bill shows when your account was
opened or closed – check it for accuracy. To
report changes, contact the Commissioner
of Revenue’s Office at vehicle@arlingtonva.
us or 703-228-3135. For other questions
about your bill or payment options, visit taxes.
arlingtonva.us or contact the Treasurer’s Office
at treasurer@arlingtonva.us or 703-228-4000.

Arlington Public Library now offers hoopla, the streaming and download music and audiobook source. Choose six titles per month from
the huge selection. Every title is available immediately with your library card. Visit library.arlingtonva.libguides.com/hoopla.

Are You Prepared for an Emergency?

S

eptember is National Preparedness
Month. Would you be ready for a
natural or man-made disaster?
“Be Informed, Make a Plan and Get
Involved” is more than a catch phrase.
Knowing how to get information in an
emergency is always the first step. Go
to arlingtonva.us/alerts and sign up
today for alerts on email and mobile
devices.
Having a family communication plan
is the next step. Know how to reach
loved ones during emergencies and
practice evacuations together along with
sheltering in place. And remember to
plan for special medical needs and pets.

Free notification for a variety of emergency
situations such as traffic delays, weather,
and major emergency situations. You can set
up your alert on a mobile device or email.

Assembling the right supplies also is
essential. Everyone should have food,
water and medicines to last two to three
days. Visit emergency.arlingtonva.us/
make-plan for a full list of preparation
steps.

Get Involved
Online Survey: The County’s
Emergency Preparedness Advisory
Commission (EPAC) wants to know
what works in getting you to think
about preparedness. Take a short
online survey at surveymonkey.com/r/
VJTJDGG. The results will help the
EPAC prioritize preparedness goals.
Volunteering: Arlington depends
on volunteers to serve in a variety of
community emergency roles. Check out
these ways to get involved and visit
emergency.arlingtonva.us/get-involved
to learn more.
• As a neighborhood Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT)
volunteer, you receive special
training to assist first responders
while ensuring your own safety.
• M
 edical Reserve Corps volunteers
assist the Arlington County Public
Health Division with health
initiatives and emergencies.

Medication Dispensing
Exercise — Free Flu Shots
The County is conducting an exercise
to test plans for rapidly dispensing
medication to the public during public
health emergencies.
Community members within walking
distance of Key Elementary School
are invited to assist by going through
the process. Free flu vaccines will be
available for the first 300 people who
participate.
When: Tuesday, Nov. 3, 9 - 11 a.m.
Where: Key Elementary School,
2300 Key Blvd.
• T
 he Volunteer Emergency Support
Team (VEST) assists with connecting
unaffiliated volunteers to community
agencies in need.
• A
 ctivated by the County, licensed
Radio Amateur Civil Emergency
Services volunteers assist with
communications via special
frequencies.

Project Lifesaver: Technology to Bring Loved Ones Home

Y

our 80-year-old mother with
Alzheimer’s tells you she’s going
to take a walk. Hours pass and she has
yet to return. What do you do?
Your 25-year-old autistic son living
in a group home wanders away from
the residence.
No one can find
him. What do
you do?
It’s frightening
if a loved one
with Alzheimer’s,
autism, or
another condition
becomes lost. Project Lifesaver is a
program that responds to incidents
where someone has wandered from his
or her home and become lost.
Clients of Project Lifesaver wear a
personal locator unit on a wristband.
The unit is assigned a specific FM
frequency and emits a tracking signal.
The Police Department is equipped with
vehicle-based and handheld locator
tracking units that receive a signal
from the wristband. When caregivers
notify the police that a loved is missing,
an officer responds to the client’s last
known location, allowing the receiver
to detect the wristband.

The wristband has a 1-mile range
on the ground, and the average time to
find a person is less than 30 minutes.
The current program has a 100 percent
success rate in returning loved ones
home.
To sign up a loved one for Project
Lifesaver, go to safetynetbylojack.com.

The program requires an initial
enrollment fee. Once you are signed up,
a police officer will contact you with
more details. If you have questions about
Project Lifesaver, contact the Police
Department’s safety net coordinator,
Officer James Joy, at 571-388-6886 or
jjoy@arlingtonva.us. n

Hear the Beep Where
You Sleep

D

id you know that about half of
home fire deaths occur between
11 p.m. and 7 a.m., when most people
are asleep? Protect yourself and your
family by installing smoke alarms on
every floor and in every bedroom.
During a fire, you may only have
one to two minutes to safely exit the
home once the smoke alarm sounds.
A safe escape depends on creating and
practicing a fire escape plan with every
person living in the home.
Your fire escape plan should include:
• Two ways out of every room.
• S
 taying low to the ground or
crawling underneath the toxic
smoke.
• C
 hecking a door for heat when
exiting the room and closing the
door behind you.
• L
 ocating an outside family meeting
place, prior to an emergency.
• C
 alling 9-1-1 once outside of the
home and waiting for firefighters to
arrive.
To learn more about fire safety and
meet your local firefighters, join the
Arlington County Fire Department in
celebrating National Fire Prevention
Week during their annual open house
at all 10 fire stations on Saturday,
October 10, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Children’s activities, educational
materials, and light refreshments will be
available.
To find your local fire station, visit
fire.arlingtonva.us. n

Arlington’s Project Lifesaver, which uses a locator unit on a wristband, has a 100 percent success rate in
locating clients who go missing and returning them home.

3

Did you

know?

Starting September 7, parking meter rates will increase 25 cents from $1 to $1.25 per hour for long-term parking (4+ hours)
and from $1.25 to $1.50 for short-term parking. Meters that currently charge 50-70 cents will be exempt from the changing rate.

Build Your Business Plan with
Arlington Public Library

T

wo veterinarians with a business
dream and one Arlington librarian
who makes business research rain down
like cats and … The result: a thriving
animal care clinic in what had been an
empty futon store on North 10th Street.
Arlington resident Kayleen Gloor
came to Arlington Public Library’s
Alexandra Fox two years ago seeking
concrete, credible numbers that could
guide her and partner Natasha Ungerer
toward an inviting location surrounded
by pets and their people.
Fox introduced Gloor to the Library’s
rich collection of business resources,
putting particular focus on the premium
database “BusinessDecision,” which
offers market and demographic data
customized by zip code and even exact
address.
It’s just one of the powerful tools
available free through Arlington
Public Library. So is the chance to
work confidentially with Fox, the
only business librarian throughout the
region’s public library systems.
Looking back, Gloor credits her
work with Fox as a solid framework
for the launch of Clarendon Animal
Care, a full-service practice. “Having
well-researched data was imperative for
obtaining our small business loan as
well as securing a lease. We didn’t have
the luxury of already being established

Events Around Arlington
SEP

21

clinic owners, just veterinarians with a
vision.”
Fox also works within a partnership,
making and taking referrals on
an almost daily basis from the
small business and entrepreneurial
consultants at Arlington Economic
Development’s BizLaunch network.
For those strictly in the business
of investing, Fox and the Library
have high-quality resources, complete
with confidential one-on-one “guided
tours.” Sign-up is always a click away
at arlingtonva.libcal.com/booking/
business_librarian.
The best research starting point,
always: Arlington Public Library. n

Teen After School
Programs Start: Teens

have fun, make new friends
and develop skills at
Parks and Recreation after school
programs at Arlington Mill, Gunston,
Thomas Jefferson and Lubber Run
Community Centers. Lots to do
including music, dance, games,
cooking, art, sports games and
activities chosen by teens themselves.
Registration starts Sept. 8. Free.
Arlington Mill, Gunston, TJ and
Lubber Run Community Centers.
Visit parks.arlingtonva.us for details.

SEP

21

Hear Pulitizer Prize
Winning Author Sheri
Fink on “Five Days at
Memorial”: The New

York Times journalist discusses her
acclaimed look at life and death in
an overwhelmed
New Orleans
hospital during
Hurricane Katrina.
7 p.m. Arlington
Central Library
Auditorium. Visit
library.arlingtonva.us
for details.
Latinoamerican Festival:
Celebrate the best of
Latino culture during
Hispanic Heritage Month.
Live music, authentic food, local
artisans, kids’ activities and artistic
performances from many Latin
American countries. 1- 5 p.m. Free.
Kenmore Middle School. For details,
visit parks.arlingtonva.us; search
“Latinoamerican Festival.”
SEP

New Voting System at the Polls

V

oters now mark a paper ballot
that is inserted into a scanner for
counting. This is a change from the
previous touchscreen system, which was
aging and decertified by the Virginia
State Board of Elections this spring.
State law mandates that all new voting
systems purchased in Virginia must be
paper-based.
The advantages of the new system
include the ability to have more voters
vote concurrently during heavy turnout
elections (like next year’s presidential
election) and a durable audit trail.

4

Voters with accessibility needs can
mark their ballots unassisted using
an audio or touchscreen interface. Of
course, any voter needing assistance
marking a ballot can always ask a
pollworker for help.
The new, easy-to-use system debuted
during the June Democratic primary.
For more information, including what’s
on your ballot this fall, or to see a
demo, visit vote.arlingtonva.us or call
703-228-3456. The next Election Day
is Tuesday, Nov. 3. Polls are open 6 a.m.
to 7 p.m. n

SEP

30

Annual National Recovery
Month Event: Celebrate

recovery and raise awareness
for mental health and
substance use disorders by listening
to inspiring stories from people in
recovery. 6:30 - 8 p.m. 30-minute
reception followed by 1-hour
program. Free, but seating is limited.
Busboys and Poets in Shirlington.
Visit arlingtonva.us/events/celebraterecovery for details.

OCT

Bounce-A-Mania: Does

your child like to run, jump,
bounce and flip? Children
can use over 19 inflatables
in one night as well as climb an
inflatable rock wall and enjoy arts
and crafts projects. 6:30 - 9:30 p.m.
$3 admission. Thomas Jefferson
Community Center.

3

Parents Night Out: Take a
night off! Kids ages 4-11 will
enjoy an evening of moon
bouncing, cotton candy, face
painting, balloon art and carnival
games. $25 per child. 6 - 10 p.m.
Walter Reed Community Center. Preregistration by Oct. 7 required. For more
information, visit parks.arlingtonva.us
search “parents night out.”
OCT

9

27

OCT

Family Skate Night: On

Saturdays, you and your
family can enjoy a live DJ,
moon bounce and fun on
wheels. Café open for snacks (cash
only). 6:30-9 p.m. $2 admission;
$3 skate rental. Thomas Jefferson
Community Center. For details, visit
parks.arlingtonva.us; search “skate
night.” Through March 19.
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Tree Distribution Event

F

ree native trees are available for
Arlington residents to plant in
their yards. This event is one of many
ways Arlington works to expand the
tree canopy.
Beginning September 1, you
can browse the County website –
parks.arlingtonva.us, search “tree
distribution” – to learn about the
available trees and to place your
order.
Tree pick-up is on Saturday,
October 24, at the County’s nursery
facility on South Four Mile Run
Drive, behind the baseball fields at
Barcroft Park. Arlington/Alexandria
Tree Stewards will be on site to

educate on planting and caring for
the trees and to answer questions.
For more information, call
703-228-6521. n

Save the Date

Fall E-CARE – The popular Environmental Collection and Recycling Event (E-CARE) is Sat., Oct. 3, from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Thomas Jefferson
Middle School, 125 S Old Glebe Rd. Dispose of any hazardous household materials and recycle bikes, small metal items, shoes, clothing
and more. Bring your ID to verify residency. For a full list of acceptable items, visit arlingtonva.us and search “E-CARE.”

Community Health Connections

Get a Free LED Bulb

Get to know your local health department

R

C

heck out this overview of
clinics that serve thousands of
Arlington residents year-round. See
detailed times and hours for each clinic
at health.arlingtonva.us.
Family Planning – Basic
gynecological care for women of
childbearing age, annual exams and
contraception. Eligibility appointment
required; sliding scale fee based on
income.
Maternity – Prenatal care for
low-income, non-insured Arlington
residents. Eligibility appointment
required; sliding scale fee based on
income.
Sexually Transmitted Infection
(STI) – Screening and treatment for
most STI’s. Most services are free.
Teen Health Services – Pregnancy
prevention education, birth control
methods, STI/HIV testing. Most services
free to teens.
Immunization – Vaccines for adults
and children. Required children’s school
vaccines are free. Most other vaccines
require a fee.

Dental – Dental services for
children and adults over age 60. Must
be an Arlington resident; eligibility
appointment required.
Women, Infants, and Children
(WIC) – Supplemental food and
nutrition education program for
pregnant and postpartum women.
AIDS Drug Assistance Program
(ADAP) – Provides medications to
persons living with HIV/AIDS who are
low-income, underinsured Virginia
residents. Eligibility appointment
required. n

eady to switch to the most
efficient, durable, versatile light
bulb available today? Bring an old
incandescent bulb to one of our light
switch events, and AIRE will give you
an LED bulb — a $7 value — for free
(one per household; while supplies
last).
• Westover Farmers Market, Sunday,
Sept. 6, 8 a.m. – noon
• A
 rlington Farmers Market, Saturday,
Sept. 19, 8 a.m. – noon
• C
 entral Library, each Saturday in
Oct., 10 a.m. – noon
• E
 -CARE at TJ Middle School,
Saturday, Oct. 3, 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Visit AIRE at arlingtonenergy.us
for more program updates and
connect on Facebook and Twitter
(@arlingtonaire). n

Contact Info
Arlington County
Public Health Clinics
Department of Human Services
2100 Washington Blvd, 2nd Floor
Arlington, VA 22204
703-228-1200
health.arlingtonva.us

CONSTRUCTION UPDATES
Crystal City Potomac Yard Transitway
We’re making progress. As of July, new transit lanes in Potomac Yard were near completion
and four station frames were constructed, as were several station platforms and new curbs
and sidewalks. But construction issues in recent months will delay the Transitway’s completion
past our expected summer opening. Unforeseen utility conflicts, poor soil conditions and
underground obstructions slowed work at several station locations. Construction is expected
to continue into the fall. For a construction description and to sign up for weekly updates, visit
arlingtonva.us; search “Transitway.”

Columbia Pike Street Improvements and Utility Undergrounding
All major utility undergrounding and street improvements for the South Wakefield Street
to Four Mile Run project were finished this summer. The final utility pole at the corner of
South Wakefield Street was removed, street trees have been installed along this segment of
Columbia Pike, and new street lights were activated. Thank you for your patience. For updates
on the next phases of this project, including work on other segments of Columbia Pike, visit
arlingtonva.us; search “Columbia Pike Utility Undergrounding.”

More Space for ART Bus Fleet
The new ART Bus facility project in Crystal City (South Eads and 32nd Streets) is underway.
The new facility will provide crucial operational space for the growing ART bus fleet and will
include a light-duty maintenance bay, a bus wash bay, additional parking and a new fueling
station. During construction, ART buses and other vehicles will be parked temporarily in a
lot at 3600 S. Four Mile Run in the Nauck neighborhood. To learn more, visit arlingtonva.us;
search “Art Bus Facility.”

Old Dominion Drive Phase 2 Improvements
Construction began July 6 on Old Dominion Drive, one of the County’s last arterial
neighborhood roadways without sidewalks on either side, to make this road more pedestrian
and cyclist friendly. In addition to adding sidewalks on both sides of Old Dominion Drive
(between N. Glebe Rd. and 38th St. N.), other project features will include new curbs
and gutters, installation of a new stormwater system, upgrades to transit stops and new
traffic signals, street lights and street trees. For work hours and to track our progress, visit
arlingtonva.us; search “Old Dominion Phase 2” to sign up for email alerts.

iRide SmarTrip Card Helps Students
Go Car Free

W

ith school starting in September,
Arlington middle- and highschool students need a way to get to
school, activities and jobs. Encourage
them to get there the car-free way, with
the Student iRide SmarTrip card. The
card makes it easy for students to take
ART, Metrobus and Metrorail. With the
card students can:
• Ride ART for the student discount
fare of 85¢.
• Ride Metro for a lower fare.
• Get two hours of free bus transfers.
• A
 dd money to it at Metro stations,
Commuter Stores and online.
Arlington middle and high school
students can purchase the card for
$2 at any Commuter Store, located
in Ballston, Rosslyn, Crystal City
or Shirlington. The student must be
present at the time of purchase and
show a student ID. Learn more at
commuterpage.com/iride. n

More resources
•	CarFreeAtoZ.com – Provides
transit, walking and biking options
for getting to your destination.
• C
 arFreeNearMe.com – Tells you
where the closest bus stops and
Metro stations are to your location
and when the bus or train will arrive.
•	ART & Metro websites –
arlingtontransit.com and wmata.com

Car2Go Coming to Arlington

A

new type of carsharing will start
soon in Arlington. Car2Go offers
“point-to-point” pick up and drop off,
with no reservations required. Members
can pick up a Car2Go vehicle in one
location in Arlington and drop it off in
another at the end of the trip.
Arlington hopes to reap
benefits from expanded carsharing
opportunities: fewer vehicle miles
traveled on our roads, more walking/
bicycling/carpooling, lower household
transportation costs, and better options
for those who don’t own a car.
For more information, visit
transportation.arlingtonva.us/parking/
car2go. n
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APS News
Your School Board

Refreshed for the Year Ahead
by Dr. Pat Murphy, Superintendent

I

Emma Violand-Sánchez, Chair
Nancy Van Doren, Vice-Chair

Members, L to R: Barbara Kanninen, James
Lander, Abby Raphael

School Board Office:
1426 N. Quincy St.
Arlington, Va. 22207
703-228-6015 (voice)
703-228-7640 (fax)
E-mail: school.board@apsva.us
Residents who wish to meet with a Board
member may do so on a walk-in basis
during Open Office Hours on Monday
from 5-7 p.m. on days when school is in
session. School Board members can also
meet by appointment with small groups of
individuals to discuss issues or positions.
If Monday is a holiday, Open Office Hours
are held the following Tuesday from
8:30-10:30 a.m.
School Board Meetings:
Arlington School Board meeting dates, times,
agendas and other information are available
online at www.apsva.us/schoolboard.

Volunteer or Partner with APS! Our partners and volunteers provide opportunities
for our students to grow and connect with local businesses and the community. Find
out more about volunteering or becoming a partner organization at:
www.apsva.us/volunteers

always look forward to this time
of year – the season when all of
our students return to school and our
buildings are once again full of activity
and positive energy. As students return
from summer break, they are eager to
make a fresh start and begin a new
journey, refreshed for the year ahead.
We, too, are excited to welcome them
back and assure them that they are safe
and supported in achieving their goals,
and we will help them every step of the
way.
Our mission is to make sure that our
children know that academic success is
possible for every student throughout
APS. They can be confident that they
are able to dream big, and know that
their school will provide the teachers
and resources they need to help them
achieve and realize those dreams. We
have an excellent roadmap to help
families plan their child’s journey,
starting as early as preschool and
directing their path all the way to high
school graduation, fully ready to pursue
college and career opportunities of their
choice. Our Aspire to Excellence (A2E)
initiative provides tools that can be
used to develop a thorough academic
plan that supports students and their
families in planning for their future,
and making the choices along the way
that ensure they will be successful.
Strong academic performance
depends on more than just having a
good plan. APS understands that we

must help meet the
needs of the whole
child, and our students’
safety and well-being
is vital to their success
in school. We make
sure that our kids are
safe and secure on their
way to and from school
and during the school
day. We offer nutritious
meals and incorporate
opportunities for
students to be active
and stay physically fit. Equally as
important, we have a rich range of
co-curricular activities to afford our
students opportunities to explore their
individual interests and passions.
And to ensure their lifelong success,
APS has a team of caring adults upon
whom kids can depend for social
and emotional support when they
are at school. All of these aspects are
critical for students to succeed, which
is a hallmark of public education in
Arlington.
Our success is possible because we
have an exceptional team of employees
who deeply care about our children
and have the passion to instill in them
a lifelong love of learning. We want to
make sure that our teachers and staff
have ample opportunities to continue
their professional learning and growth,
so they have the expertise to prepare
our students with the skills to succeed

You’re Invited!

Summer Programs Keep Students Reading

This summer, APS hosted a number
of programs to encourage students to
read, to offset the “Summer Slide.” The
phenomenon of declining academic
achievement from the end of one
school year to the beginning of the
next, or the “Summer Slide,” is due
in large part to a lack of reading once
the school year ends. Researchers have
demonstrated that students who read
less in the summer, due to less access
to print materials or a lack of reading
opportunities, experience summer slide.
While all schools provide summer
reading lists, a number of schools and
the APS Department of Instruction
offered specific programs designed to
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support literacy for all students and to
help reduce the achievement gap. In
addition to the APS Summer School
programs for reading and language
arts, here are just a few of the summer
reading programs that took place:
Traveling Trolley: Sponsored in
part by a grant from Graham Holdings
Company, families at Barcroft, Carlin
Springs, Drew and Hoffman-Boston
were picked up and dropped off at
designated Arlington County libraries
where APS and County staff provided
interactive read-alouds, related
activities, and snacks. Education
sessions were also provided for parents
and staff helped students check out
books each week.
Mailbox Books: The Title I
Department continued the Summer
Mailbox Books Program by providing
nine “just right” books (by mail)
to over 600 students this summer.
Students received their June books
on the last day of school. Books were
mailed home in mid-July and the final
distribution of books was mailed in
mid-August.

in their college and career pursuits.
During the school year ahead, we will
continue to invest in training to help
our instructional team incorporate
personalized digital learning in their
classrooms. This initiative, which will
continue to evolve, will support our
students and prepare them to adapt to
new technologies when they enter the
workplace.
I am grateful for the support of
our community as you have made a
collective investment in our students
to provide the best educational
opportunities. Many of you also
volunteer your time, talents, and
resources to make sure that our
children succeed. We appreciate your
support and value your contributions
in the school year ahead. I wish you
continued success and am looking
forward to crossing paths with you this
year! n

Abingdon Read & Roll Book Bus:
The Abingdon Read & Roll Book Bus
made weekly stops throughout the
school’s neighborhood zone so that
students could check out books.
Arlington Book Shelf: The Dream
Dog nonprofit foundation and APS
partnered to provide students with
the Arlington Book Shelf at selected
schools. Dream Dog is in the process of
setting up bookshelves with collections
of donated books for students to take
and keep at home. Children selected
two books. The partnership provided
increased access to age-appropriate and
fun books for students. n

Discovery Elementary Open House
Set for Sat, Oct. 24
Arlington Public Schools will host a
community open house and dedication
of the new Discovery Elementary
School on Sat, Oct. 24.
Discovery is the first Net Zero
Energy School on the East Coast.
Equipped with geothermal wells and an
array of solar panels covering almost
the entire roof, Discovery Elementary
School will produce as much or more
energy than it will use in a year. The
school building is expected to achieve
LEED Gold or Platinum certification
upon completion.
More information about the open
house will be posted on the APS
website and social media in October.

From Classroom to Career: Learn how APS is preparing students for life after high school. Aspire2Excellence is the
academic planning initiative designed to provide families with information as they are planning for their child’s
future in APS. Learn more at www.apsva.us/academicplanning.

Mark Your Calendar

APS Bus Camera Safety Program Goes Live Sept. 8

W

e’ve all seen it. Regardless of
whether it is video footage you
saw on the news or a motorist you
saw on your daily commute, every day
there are drivers who ignore or miss
the flashing red lights and extended
stop sign of a school bus. To discourage
motorists from driving around school
buses when students are getting on
or off the bus, cameras have been
installed on some APS school bus stoparms to record the violations. Arlington
Public Schools, in partnership with the
Arlington County Police Department
(ACPD) and American Traffic Solutions,
began its CrossingGuard® School Bus
Stop Arm Safety Camera Program
earlier this summer.
During the first two months of the
program, drivers who failed to stop
have been issued a warning. Starting
Tue, Sept. 8, drivers will be issued
$250 tickets for failing to stop when
a bus has deployed its stop-arm.

SEP

First Day of School, K-12

SEP

First Day of School for VPI
and Pre-K Special Education

SEP

Elementary Back-to-School
Night

SEP

H-B Woodlawn Back-toSchool Night

SEP

Middle School Back-toSchool Night

SEP

High School Back-to-School
Night

School Construction
Projects Advance Over
Summer Break

OCT

Career Center and
Arlington Mill Back-toSchool Breakfast

Here’s a quick update on many of
the projects underway to add more
seats for more students all across the
county, as part of the approved 20152024 APS Capital Improvement Plan.
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17
28
29

30
3

OCT

International Bike and
Walk to School Day
(Rain Date Oct. 14)

OCT

Elementary Parent-Teacher
Conferences/Early Release

OCT

Elementary/Middle School
Parent-Teacher Conferences
No School for ES/MS
Students
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8
9

OCT

College and Career Night
Washington-Lee High
School, 7 p.m.

OCT

High School Information
Night
Washington-Lee High
School, 7 p.m.

OCT

Middle School Information
Night
Washington-Lee High
School, 7 p.m.

14
19

26

To view the complete calendar,
visit: www.apsva.us/calendar

Arlington County is one of the first
communities in Virginia to approve the
use of exterior school bus cameras.
“Our main goal is to keep our
students safe,” said Dave McCrae, APS
Director of Transportation. “These
cameras are the safety solution we
need to protect our students and to
reduce the number of these types of
violations.”
APS operates 165 buses that
transport about 10,000 students to and
from school each week.
According to the latest survey by the
National Association of State Directors
of Pupil Transportation Services
(NASDPTS), 1,828 vehicles illegally
passed stopped school buses in Virginia
in a single day in 2014. Over a typical
180-day school year, this one-day
count could result in nearly 330,000
vehicles illegally passing school buses
that are stopped to let children on or
off the bus.
The CrossingGuard® school bus arm
safety solution mounts cameras and
sensors on the side of the school bus.
When the stop-arm is deployed, the
sensors automatically detect a vehicle
illegally passing the stop-arm in either
direction and captures video of the

Back-to-School Safety Tips from ACPD
Driving
• Obey speed limits, especially in
school zones
• Avoid distracted driving like
texting, phone calls or smartphone
applications
• Stop for school buses and crossing
guards
• Drop off children according to
each school’s dropoff plan

Discovery Elementary School

The newest elementary school in
Arlington is reaching completion just in
time for the beginning of the 2015-16
school year.

Addition and Renovation Projects

Abingdon Elementary School:
Design work is underway to add
new space and renovate Abingdon
Elementary School, increasing capacity
for 136 more students, by September
2017.
McKinley Elementary School:
Construction kicked off in early
June to add nine classrooms and
three support spaces to accommodate
the growing student population at
McKinley. The project will take a year
to complete, with a total capacity of
684 students.
Washington-Lee High School:
Last spring, the School Board
approved renovations to add capacity
for 300 students. The majority of
construction work occurred over the
summer months and final completion is
expected by the end of 2015. n

violation including the vehicle’s license
plate. The video is then reviewed by the
Arlington County Police Department
for approval prior to a citation being
issued.
FAQ about the program and
Virginia traffic laws pertaining to
school bus stop-arms is available on
the APS website at www.apsva.us/
stoparmcameras.
“Our goal is to educate drivers
and stop the illegal passing of school
buses,” said M. Jay Farr, Chief of Police
for Arlington County. “Our number one
priority is to protect our citizens. We
are proud to have this additional tool
to help keep our children safe.” n

In just a few days, students across
Arlington and Northern Virginia will be
headed back to school. Here are some
safety tips from the Arlington County
Police Department:
Walking or Biking
• Select a safe route to school or the
bus stop and stay out of the street
• Practice walking or riding the route
with children to identify hazards
• Obey traffic signals and crossing
guards at all times
• Wear bright colors or reflective
clothing
• If biking, wear a helmet and ensure
the bicycle is in good working order

Dangers
• Talk with children about stranger
danger, ploys to lure/trick them,
and remaining alert to their
surroundings
• Never approach loose animals or
attempt to pet animals without
permission
• Teach your children about calling
9-1-1 for emergencies
• Report bullying, violence and
suspicious activity to a teacher,
trusted adult or school resource
officer

Follow Us! For all the latest news and information, follow APS on social media

fb.com/
ArlingtonPublicSchools

@APSVirginia

youtube.com/
AETVaps

@APSVirginia

@APSVirginia
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“Quill”: Rosslyn’s Award-Winning Public Art

D

esigned by artist Christian Moeller
as a perimeter enhancement for
the Dominion Virginia Power substation
at 1812 N. Moore Street, “Quill” was
recognized as
one of 31 of
the nation’s
“Outstanding
Public Art
Projects for 2014”
by Americans for
Photo credit: Serge Hoeltsch the Arts’ Public
Art Network Year in Review program.
“Quill’s” design was inspired by the
successful return of the bald eagle to
nesting along the banks of the Potomac

River after years of being threatened
with extinction. It is rendered in a
pattern created by nearly 20,000 small
reflective discs arranged in a field of
slotted aluminum panels. By day, the
abstract image appears in motion with
changing shades of pearlescent green.
At night, it glows with light charged
during the daytime, enhanced by the
reflected light of passing cars and
ambient traffic lights.
This public art project was
negotiated as a community benefit for
the 35-story office building at 1812 N.
Moore in Rosslyn. n

Upcoming Events

Strengthening our community through a network of support
ullying, childhood obesity, mental
health and communicating between
generations. All are top priorities for
the Arlington Partnership for Children,
Youth and Families. The community-led
advisory group works for positive change
by serving as a vital hub for young
people, parents, caregivers, County and
school agencies and non-profits.
By addressing the social trends
often confirmed through state and local

data, the Partnership delivers guidance
with workshops, conferences, social
media, role-playing activities and other
opportunities for community engagement
and growth.
The Partnership thrives on fresh ideas
and energy. Get involved and consider a
leadership role by attending a Partnership
meeting on the fourth Wednesday of the
month, 6 p.m., at Sequoia Plaza, 2100
Washington Blvd. For more information,

EN

Sabía que aproximadamente la
mitad de las muertes por incendios
en hogares se producen entre las 11
p.m. y las 7 a.m. cuando la mayoría de
la gente duerme? Protéjase a sí mismo y
proteja a su familia instalando alarmas
de humo en todos los pisos y en todas
las habitaciones.
Durante un incendio, puede tener
solo uno o dos minutos para salir a
salvo de su casa una vez que suena la
alarma de humo. El escape rápido y
seguro depende de la creación y puesta
en práctica de un plan de escape del

hogar en caso de incendio con todas las
personas que viven en el hogar.
El plan de escape del hogar en caso de
incendio debe incluir lo siguiente:
• D
 os formas de salir de cada
ambiente.
• M
 antenerse sobre el piso o reptar por
debajo del humo tóxico.
• V
 erificar el calor de las puertas al
salir del ambiente y cerrarlas detrás
suyo.
• A
 ntes de cualquier emergencia,
identificar un lugar de encuentro
familiar en las afueras.
• L
 lamar al 9-1-1 una vez que haya
salido del hogar y espere a que
lleguen los bomberos.
Para más información sobre
seguridad contra incendios y para
conocer a sus bomberos locales, únase
al Departamento de Bomberos del
Condado de Arlington en la celebración
de la Semana Nacional de Prevención
de Incendios en la jornada abierta anual
que se realizará en las todas las diez
estaciones de bomberos el sábado, 10
de octubre de 10 a.m. a 4 p.m. Habrá
actividades para niños, materiales
educativos y refrescos.
Para localizar la estación local de
bomberos más cercana a usted, visite
fire.arlingtonva.us. n
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TedXArlington – “Connectedness”
Oct. 3, 9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Arlington’s Spectrum Theater

Out-of-School Time Council Asset Conference
Oct. 17, 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Kenmore Middle School

Teen Volunteer Fair
Nov. 14, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Arlington Central Library

For details on each event, visit apcyf.org

visit apcyf.org or call Kim Durand,
coordinator, 703-228-1667. n

rom free outdoor concerts to
award-winning theater productions,
Arlington’s thriving arts are part
of what makes it such a vibrant
community. On July 18, the Arlington
County Board approved 17 grants to
arts organizations and three grants to
individual artists through the Arlington
Arts Grants Program. An additional 26
organizations were granted the use of
County facilities and access to technical
services.
The largest grant of $32,529
went to critically acclaimed Synetic
Theatre, whose silent, movement-based
productions rooted in the Russian
tradition have won multiple Helen
Hayes Awards – the highest honor for
theater in our metropolitan area.
“An active, diverse arts community is
integral to our vision of a well-rounded,
vibrant and sustainable community,”
said Arlington County Board Chair
Mary Hynes.
The County operates theaters and
has space available for performance
rehearsals, dance studios, and a
recording studio. Technical services
provided by the County include
professional assistance, access to the
scene shop and discounted rental from
the CostumeLab. n

ESPAÑOL

Escuche el bip mientras duerme

¿

F

Photo credit: Rosslyn BID

Looking Out for Arlington’s
Young People and Families

B

$215,810 Approved
for Arts Grants

La tarjeta iRide SmarTrip
ayuda a los estudiantes
a viajar sin auto

C

on el comienzo de las clases en
septiembre los estudiantes de la
escuela media y secundaria de Arlington
necesitan una forma de transportarse a la
escuela, a sus actividades y a sus trabajos.
Aliente a sus hijos
a viajar sin auto
y usar la tarjeta
iRide SmarTrip
para estudiantes.
La tarjeta les
facilita a los estudiantes el uso de ART,
Metrobus y Metrorail. Con la tarjeta los
estudiantes pueden:
• V
 iajar en ART con la tarifa de
descuento para estudiantes de 85¢.

• V
 iajar en Metro con una tarifa
reducida.
• O
 btener dos horas de transbordos
gratuitos en la transportación de los
buses.
• R
 ecargar la tarjeta en las estaciones de
Metro, tiendas Commuter Store y en el
sitio internet.
Los estudiantes de las escuelas medias
y secundarias de Arlington pueden
comprar la tarjeta por $2 en cualquier
tienda Commuter Store ubicada en
Ballston, Rosslyn, Crystal City o en
Shirlington. El estudiante debe estar
presente al momento de la compra y
mostrar una identificación de estudiante.
Más información visite: commuterpage.
com/iride. n

Noticias breves
Consolidación de Servicios Humanos
La consolidación del Departamento de
Servicios Humanos del Condado en Sequoia
Plaza está casi completa. En 2010 la mayor
parte del departamento ya se trasladó al
sitio de Sequoia Plaza, en el vecindario de
Penrose. El resto de las unidades de Salud
Pública y Salud Conductual continuaron su
traslado este año. La ubicación de todos los
programas de servicios humanos bajo un
mismo techo fomenta una integración más
sólida de los servicios. La localidad central
del departamento en Sequoia Plaza coloca
a la agencia más cerca de donde viven la
mayoría de sus clientes. Se puede llegar
fácilmente en auto (estacionamiento gratis
en el mismo edificio) o en autobús ART
(rutas 42, 45 y 77). Más información visite el
sitio internet: arlingtonva.us/dhs.

El Pago de los impuestos del Condado de
Arlington vencen el 5 de octubre!
El impuesto de vehículos y la segunda
cuota del impuesto inmobiliario vencen
el 5 de octubre. ¿Compró o vendió un
automóvil? Usted deberá pagar impuestos
por el tiempo que su automóvil estuvo en
Arlington durante el año 2015. Su factura
del impuesto de vehículos indica cuando
se abrió o cerró su cuenta – verifique que
la información sea correcta. Para informar
cambios comuníquese con la Oficina de
Ingresos a: vehicle@arlingtonva.us o al
703-228-3135. Para realizar otras preguntas
sobre su factura y otras opciones de pago,
visite: taxes.arlingtonva.us o comuníquese
con la Oficina de la Tesorería al: treasurer@
arlingtonva.us o 703-228-4000.

