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n July 21, the Arlington
County Board approved a $2.4
billion, 10-year Capital Improvement
Program (CIP), which reinvests
in aging infrastructure and funds
strategic transportation and recreation
initiatives. The CIP includes capital
investments for fiscal years
2013-2022.
The Arlington Public Schools
adopted its $438 million CIP in June,
bringing the planned CIP investment
for both County and Schools to $2.9
billion over the next 10 years.
“This CIP is both a financially
sustainable plan that strikes a balance
between maintaining our existing
infrastructure and making strategic
investments that will meet the needs
of our growing community, and a
vision for the future,” said County
Board Chair Mary Hynes. “Our sound,
forward-looking financial plan will
help maintain the County’s triple-Aaa
bond ratings.”

A major change in 2012 is the move
from a six-year to a 10-year planning
period in the CIP. This longer horizon
is intended to allow better planning
and financing of multiyear projects
and associated lifecycle costs, and to
provide better linkages to the County’s
various master plans.
Key investments in the CIP
include funding for Metro and local
transportation projects including
WalkArlington, BikeArlington and
Neighborhood Traffic Calming, Parks
and Facilities maintenance capital,
the Long Bridge Park Aquatics, Health
and Fitness Facility, Neighborhood
Conservation, Columbia Pike and
Route 1 streetcars, paving, the
ConnectArlington network, land
acquisition, and water system
infrastructure.
The board voted unanimously to
adopt the CIP. For more information,
Visit www.arlingtonva.us;
search “CIP.” n

Investment Highlights
Increased funding for basic
infrastructure when compared
to FY2013-2018 CIP
• Street repaving (+$24 million)
• Parks and facilities renovations
(+$37 million)
• Water system infrastructure
(+$41 million)
• Metro (+$37 million)

Strategic investments
• Streetcar system for Columbia
Pike & Route 1: these projects
are anticipated to be funded by a
variety of sources, including state
and federal grants, commercial
real estate tax, and tax increment
financing.
• Design and construction of the
Long Bridge Park aquatics and
fitness center
• Completion of ConnectArlington
network: technology
infrastructure that will support
multiple governmental and
community needs

Recognizing Business “Stars”
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small star-shaped decal with the
words “Include-Empower-Support”
will be appearing in the windows of
Arlington businesses this fall — part
of a new County recognition program
for employers who hire people with
disabilities.
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“By hiring persons with disabilities,
employers help make our community
a better place,” said Arlington County
Aging and Disability Services Division
Chief Glenda Blake. “A job is a means
to pride and independence. As a direct
result of the efforts of the employers
we are recognizing, many people with

disabilities have moved
toward achieving their
potential as productive
workers and as
community residents.”
Diane Doolittle has
lived in Arlington for
all of her 49 years,
and is a member of the
Washington Lee-High
School class of 1981.
She lives in Rosslyn
with her husband of 14
years, Dan. For the past
eight years, Doolittle
has worked at Aurora
Hills Branch and Central libraries. Her
work includes re-shelving materials,
processing holds, assisting patrons
and handling other assignments. She
landed her job with the assistance
of Linden Resources, an Arlington
nonprofit that specializes in
employment placement and support
services for people with disabilities.
“It feels great to get a paycheck,”
said Doolittle on the rewards of
employment. “But also it’s nice to be
able to meet other people, not just
people who have disabilities. Arlington
is a wonderful place for people with
disabilities. There’s a variety of

activities and opportunities, and it’s
easy to walk to a subway or hop on a
bus to get where you want to go.”
“Giving all people — including those
with disabilities — an opportunity to
succeed is extremely important to us,”
said Arlington Public Library Director
Diane Kresh. “Arlington is fortunate to
have many employers who share this
commitment to inclusion, with more
seeing the benefits every day.”
Be on the lookout for the star decal
in Arlington businesses — and for more
information about County programs
for people with disabilities, visit www.
arlingtonva.us; search “disability.” n

Apply for Fuel Assistance: Applications accepted Oct. 11–Nov. 11. This program helps low-income households with cost of home
heating. It can also be used for furnace restarts, late fees and delivery charges, installation costs and more. Screening tool and
applications available at: www.1.usa.gov/Ned9lV or at Department of Human Services, 2100 Washington Blvd., 1st Floor.

Your County Board

Mary Hynes, Chair (L)
J. Walter Tejada, Vice Chair (R)

L to R: Jay Fisette, Libby Garvey,
Christopher Zimmerman

County Board Office: 2100 Clarendon Blvd.,
Suite 300, Arlington, Va. 22201, 703-228-3130
(voice), 703-228-4611 (TTY), 703-228-7430 (fax),
countyboard@arlingtonva.us
Upcoming County Board Meetings

Become an Energy Saving Expert

N

ot sure how to get started making
your home more energy efficient?
Follow these simple tips and you will
be on your way to a green home and
greater savings.
1. Enjoy daylight savings year round
and use windows and blinds to
control the temperature of your
home. Opening your blinds to let
in natural sunlight, or closing them
to keep out direct light, can have a
dramatic impact on the temperature
inside. Open windows to let in the
cool air.

2. Keep your heating and air
conditioning system in check. Be
sure to clean or replace your system
filters every few months and do not
forget to schedule a system checkup before winter. Set the furnace
thermostat at 68 degrees or lower,
and the air-conditioner thermostat at
78 degrees or higher. Your home uses
3 to 5 percent more energy for each
degree the furnace is set above 68
degrees and for each degree the air
conditioner is set below 78 degrees.
3. Ward off vampires in time for
Halloween by unplugging electronics

when not in use. Even electronics
that are turned off absorb a “vampire
load” when they remain plugged in.
Kill vampires by using a power strip.
Plug all components of a computer
or home entertainment system into a
power strip that works with a single
switch. Anything plugged in will be
truly turned off. Don’t forget to shut
everything off together before you
take off!
For more information visit
freshaireva.us or contact climate@
arlingtonva.us. n

Arlington Certifies 2011-2012 Green Homes
What makes a house a green home?

Saturday, Sept. 15 – Regular Meeting
Tuesday, Sept. 18 – Recessed Meeting
Saturday, Oct. 20 – Regular Meeting
Tuesday, Oct. 23 – Recessed Meeting
View the full schedule online at
www.arlingtonva.us/cbo/meetings.

The Citizen is a bimonthly publication of
Arlington County; available online at
arlingtoncitizen.wordpress.com
Ingrid Vaicius (Editor), Ken Matthews (Designer)
703-228-3120 (voice), 703-228-4611 (TTY)
publicaffairs@arlingtonva.us. Printed on 100 percent
recycled paper, 30-40 percent post-consumer content.
Services for Visually Impaired Readers
Metropolitan Washington Ear offers free reading service
of The Citizen for people with physical disabilities who
cannot effectively read print. Call 301-681-6636 or
www.washear.org or email information@washear.org.

The cost to produce, print and mail
a copy of this edition is about 25¢.

G

reen Homes are built to conserve
energy and water, reduce waste
and improve indoor air quality. Since
2004, Arlington’s Green Home Choice
Program has certified 111 homes that
are achieving these goals.
All Green Home Choice new homes
are designed to use at least 15 percent
less energy than a traditional home;
however, almost all will use 30-50
percent less energy than traditional
homes. All new homes are certified
within EPA’s ENERGY STAR® program.
In the last year, Arlington certified
13 Green Homes, constructed by 10

builders. The three projects earning the
highest level of points — and the Gold
level of certification — are new homes
constructed by:
• Coupard Architects and Builders
(Baker Family),
• SAI Contractors and the New Leaf
Design Collaborative (MacPhail
Family), and
• Kinsey Properties, LLC with Zavos
Architecture and Design (Ricardo
Leon).

geothermal heating and cooling, solar
electric systems, solar hot water for
heating, toilets that are flushed with
captured rain and sump pump water
and a vegetated (green) rooftop.
All 13 of this year’s Green Home
Choice certified homes are excellent
examples of energy efficiency, resource
conservation, and healthy indoor
environments, helping make Arlington
a more sustainable place to live.
Learn how you can make your home
more green at freshaireva.us. n

These three homes contain many
innovative green features including

New Hybrid Buses Joining ART Fleet

Transit Spotlight
ART 62

A
Three new hybrid buses will be
joining the ART bus fleet at the end
of the summer. The new vehicles, are
serial-hybrids powered by electricity
from batteries. Some other features
include:
• Lower emissions and higher fuel
mileage than diesel and other hybrid
buses

• Regenerative braking, which charges
the batteries every time the brakes
are pressed
• Low floors for easier on-board access
• 26 seats and 15 standing spaces
Be on the lookout for these new,
sleek buses while you’re out and about
in Arlington. n

RT 62 provides service between
North Arlington and Ballston
and Court House Metro stations with
two buses every 30 minutes during
weekday rush hours. Part of the route is
designated a “flag stop zone.” Instead
of having set bus stops, the bus may be
flagged down anywhere along that part
of the route.
View the route map and timetable at
arlingtontransit.com.

Adopt a Bus Stop

Help us keep Arlington beautiful
and clean by adopting an ART bus
stop. Sign up for a year and keep your
stop clean. Adopters will be recognized
with a sign posted at the stop. Visit
arlingtontransit.com/adoptastop. n

• Reduced noise pollution

2

O u r V i s i o n : A r l i n g t o n w i l l b e a d i v e rs e a n d i n c l u s i v e w o r l d - c l a s s u r b a n c o m m u n i t y w i t h s e c u re , a t t ra c t i v e re s i d e n t i a l a n d c o m m e rc i a l

TAXES

DUE

Vehicle Personal Property taxes and the second installment of Real Estate taxes are due on
Friday, October 5. Go to www.arlingtonva.us/treas to pay online or view other payment options.
Questions? Call 703-228-4000 or email treasurer@arlingtonva.us.

NEWSBRIEFS
Columbia Pike Construction Update
A contractor has been chosen for the
Utility Undergrounding and Street
Improvement project, located between
S. Wakefield Street and S. Four Mile
Run Drive. This project will underground
overhead utilities and install wider
sidewalks, street trees, street lights,
benches and bike racks. Construction for
the Walter Reed East Super Stop is under
way and scheduled to be finished in late
fall 2012. The Barton West Super Stop
design drawings are nearing completion,
and construction is scheduled to begin in
November 2012.

Arlington Mill Community Center
Construction Update
Construction for the new Arlington
Mill Community Center is continuing
on schedule. Crews have successfully
installed sewer and water lines on
Columbia Pike, S. Dinwiddie Street and
Arlington Mill Drive, and are nearing
completion for the center’s garage
structure. Arlington Mill Drive will remain
closed for the duration of the project. The
new traffic light at the intersection of S.
Dinwiddie Street and Columbia Pike will
be completed in July. The new center is
scheduled to open next year.

D

id the summer
Derecho damage your
home? Need rebuilding
help? We have a new and
improved solution for your
repair/building project.
Our new website, Building
Arlington, will make
your rebuilding process a
smoother and easier one.
The website leads
homeowners, step by step,
through the rebuilding process. It’s an
easy-to-use, one-stop-shop for all the
information you need — from permits
to tips — as well as access to online
permitting and inspections systems. The
site is also mobile-accessible from your
smartphone, tablet or computer.

Requesting an inspection

If you believe that your property has
sustained major damage, you should
request a professional inspection from
our Inspection Services team. The
inspector’s job is to identify what is
required to be repaired, types of permits

Pentagon City Multimodal/Crystal City
Two-Way Conversion
Safer streetscapes are coming to South
Hayes Street and Crystal Drive. Three new
projects are under way in the Crystal
City/Pentagon City area: Crystal Drive
Two-Way Conversion Phase 1, Crystal
Drive Two-Way Conversion Phase 2 and
the Pentagon City Multi-Modal (South
Hayes Street) projects. Construction
will begin this summer and is scheduled
to last into next year. To learn more
about these projects and sign up for
construction updates and alerts go to
www.arlingtonva.us; search
“Pentagon City.”

you need and whether or
not you need to seek the
services of a registered design
professional.
To request an inspection,
call 703-228-3800. Following
your inspection, you will
receive a copy of your home’s
Damage Report. If repairs
are needed, you can use the
BuildingArlington website
to find out requirements for
permits and learn about the building
process in Arlington.
Depending on the extent of your
damage, our Inspection Services team
may require you to hire a structural
engineer to determine if your home
has been structurally compromised.
Sometimes, damage is hidden in a
building component (e.g., roof, wall or
floor).
BuildingArlington is a product of
Arlington’s Department of Community
Planning, Housing and Development.
Visit building.arlingtonva.us or call
703-228-3700. n

Arlington Offers New Expanded
Street Sweeping Service
How it works

Arlington’s 59 civic associations
have been grouped into 11 streetsweeping zones; each zone will have a
scheduled sweeping day. To find your
zone and view the street sweeping
schedule, visit www.arlingtonva.us;
search “street sweeping.”

VDOT Projects Update
VDOT is working on several projects in
our area. For the Washington Boulevard
Bridge at Columbia Pike, drivers can
expect periodic traffic shifts and daily
single-lane closures on Washington
Boulevard from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. This
project will take about three years to
complete. The Arlington Boulevard
Interchange is scheduled to continue into
fall 2013. In addition to several existing
detours, VDOT plans to demolish the
Courthouse Road Bridge over westbound
Arlington Blvd. The Arlington Boulevard
and Glebe Road Bridge upgrade will
include an exclusive turning lane (Glebe
Road to westbound Arlington Blvd). and
wider sidewalks. The project is scheduled
to be completed this fall.

PLACE Space

Building Arlington

Your Street Sweeping Checklist

W

e’re rolling out a new street
sweeping program for Arlington
residences and businesses. The goal is
to reduce runoff into the Chesapeake
Bay and increase efficiency in cleanup
efforts. The program began Aug. 13
and will continue through October.

Check the online schedule for
your zone’s street sweeping day visit
www.arlingtonva.us, search “street
sweeping.”
1. Remember to move your cars from
the streets to allow for effective
sweeping.
2. Remind your neighbors about street
sweeping day. n

Don’t Forget
Bring your ID to the Polls
The Virginia General Assembly
passed new voter ID laws this year,
requiring all voters to show an
acceptable form of ID before voting.
If you forget your ID, you’ll have to
vote a provisional ballot, which will
only be counted if you provide the
Electoral Board with a copy of your
ID after the election. So save time
and frustration — bring your ID to
the polls.
The good news is all voters will
be mailed a new voter information
card in September; this card is a

valid ID. For a list of accepted IDs
go to www.arlingtonva.us/vote.

Absentee voting expanded

Will you be away from Arlington
or unable to go to the polls on
Nov. 6? No need to worry.
Arlington voters have a number
of expanded options available this
fall for in-person absentee voting.
For details on eligibility, dates,
times and locations, visit www.
arlingtonva.us/vote and select
Absentee Voting, or call 703-2283456.

C

heck out the new online
network that connects people,
organizations, neighborhoods and
businesses from all over Arlington.
Anyone who lives, works or plays
in Arlington is invited to join, share
ideas and common interests, ask
questions or trade expertise. Visit
arlingtonplacespace.us. n

October is Fire
Prevention Month

J

oin us at
the Annual
Arlington County
Fire Department
Open House,
Saturday, Oct. 13
from 10 a.m.4 p.m. at all
Arlington fire
stations. Find a fire station near you
by visiting www.arlingtonva.us; search
“find a fire station.” n

think you have
what it takes?

Looking for
Medicare and
Medicaid
counselors
The Virginia Insurance Counseling
and Assistance Program (VICAP), a
community-oriented program, is in
need of volunteers. VICAP relies on
volunteer counselors to help Medicare
beneficiaries and their caregivers
answering questions, organizing bills
and payment records, and assisting
with claims and appeals. All volunteers
receive training on Medicare, Medicaid
and related health insurance topics.
Want to learn more? Call 703-2281700 and ask for the VICAP counselor
on duty or contact Cedar Dvorin at 703228-1726 or Cdvorin@arlingtonva.us n

n e i g h b o r h o o d s w h e re p e o p l e u n i t e t o f o r m a c a r i n g , l e a r n i n g , p a r t i c i p a t i n g , s u s t a i n a b l e c o m m u n i t y i n w h i c h e a c h p e rs o n i s i m p o r t a n t .
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FARM TO
TABLE

October is Farm to Table Month: Arlington celebrates Local Foods and Local Chefs. Throughout the month of October, dine
at participating Arlington restaurants and enjoy a dinner made with locally grown ingredients. For more information, a list
of events, participating restaurants and classes, visit www.arlingtonva.us; search “local foods local chefs.”

Branch Libraries Now Open
Throughout Workweek

W

hen the new school year
begins in September, Arlington
students will have an added advantage:
County public libraries that are open
after school Monday through Friday.
The added days began in July with
the new fiscal year as part of the new
County budget. Branches that had been
closed on Tuesdays now have those
Tuesdays back; branches that had

Events Around Arlington

been closed Thursdays now have those
Thursdays back.
The schedules for Central Library
and the Plaza Branch Library &
Arlington Shop at the County
Government Building did not change.
Central is open every day of the week
and Plaza is open Monday through
Friday. n
CUT AND SAVE

CENTRAL LIBRARY & BRANCH HOURS
Central Library
703-228-5990
1015 N. Quincy St.

Mon-Thurs: 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Fri-Sat: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sunday: 1-9 p.m.

Glencarlyn Branch
703-228-6548
300 S. Kensington St.

Mon, Thurs: 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Tues/Wed: 1-9 p.m.
Fri/Sat: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sunday: closed

Aurora Hills
703-228-5715
735 S. 18th St.

Mon, Thurs: 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Tues/Wed: 1-9 p.m.
Fri/Sat: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sunday: closed

Courthouse Plaza
703-228-3000
2100 Clarendon Blvd.

Mon-Fri: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sat/Sun: closed

Cherrydale Branch
703-228-6330
2190 N. Military St.

Mon, Thurs: 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Tues/Wed: 1-9 p.m.
Fri/Sat: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sunday: closed

Shirlington Branch
703-228-6545
4200 Campbell Ave.

Mon, Wed: 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Tuesday: 1-9 p.m.
Wednesday: 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Fri/Sat: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sunday: 1-9 p.m.

Columbia Pike Branch
703-228-5710
816 S. Walter Reed Dr.

Mon, Wed: 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Tuesday: 1-9 p.m.
Thursday: 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Fri-Sat: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sunday: 1-9 p.m.

Westover Branch
703-228-5260
1644 N. McKinley Rd.

Mon, Wed: 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Tuesday: 1-9 p.m.
Thursday: 10 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Fri/Sat: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sunday: closed

Senior Spotlight
Lots to learn and enjoy at 50+ Expo
Jim Morris and his wife
Barbara have lived in the Penrose
neighborhood of Arlington for 50
years. In recent years, they
have enjoyed attending
the Beacon’s 50+ Expo at
Ballston Common Mall each
fall.
“What’s nice about the
Expo is there’s information
for seniors, caregivers and
children of seniors. There’s a
lot to do, different vendors
show you what they have and give
out information,” Morris said.
This year’s 50+ Expo will take
place on Sunday, Oct. 7 from noon to
4 p.m. on the mall’s third level.
In addition to dozens of exhibitors
offering products and services for
older adults, there will be a variety
of health screenings (blood pressure,
glaucoma and more), and flu shots
will be available.
“They also have great
entertainment every year. And the
guest speakers are always interesting.
It’s always worthwhile to sit down
and hear what they have to say,”
Morris said.
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This year’s keynote speaker will
be Fox 5’s political analyst, Mark
Plotkin. Plotkin, formerly with
WTOP, won the Edward
R. Murrow Excellence in
Writing award last year
and has worked on the
campaigns of several
presidential candidates.
This year’s entertainment
will be provided by the
Traveling Heart band,
an ensemble of talented
musicians who wowed the crowd last
year.
The 50+ Expo is presented
each year as a community service
by the Beacon, with the support
of Arlington County and other
sponsors. For more information, or
to exhibit, sponsor or volunteer, call
301-949-9766.

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER (cont’d)

Beyond the Parking Lot
– The Changes and ReAssessment of Our Modern
Landscape: Inspired by the Joni
Mitchell song, “Big Yellow Taxi”
where “they paved paradise and
put up a parking lot,” Beyond the
Parking Lot will motivate the
viewer to think how we have used
the land that surrounds us in our
everyday life. Opening reception will
be held on Sept. 6, 7–10 p.m. Free.
Artisphere, Terrace Gallery
1101 Wilson Boulevard. 703-8751100. www.artisphere.com.
Through Nov. 4

Arlington Youth Fitness
Wellness Expo: Features
sports and fitness demos,
inflatable moon bounces and slides,
an obstacle course, live performances
and more. Visit our interactive
information tables to get the latest
on classes and workshops, sports
organizations, dance/theater groups,
community groups and Arlington
Ninja Warrior. 5-9 p.m. Free. Thomas
Jefferson Community Center,
3501 2nd St. S. 703-228-4729.
Contact Kevin Clements at
kcleme@arlingtonva.us.

24

29

Latin-American Festival:
Celebrate the best of
Arlington’s Latino culture
during Hispanic Heritage Month.
Event will feature live music, artistic
performances, authentic Latino
food, local vendors and more. Enjoy
the coming together of different
Latino-American countries to bring
you diverse music and folkloric
performances. Family-friendly,
themed games and crafts. 1-5 p.m.
Free. Kenmore Middle School.
200 S. Carlin Springs Rd.
www.arlingtonva.us/dpr

30

SEPTEMBER
2012 Northern Virginia
Senior Olympics: More
than 40 events will take
place in 18 different sports. 9:45
a.m. Thomas Jefferson Community
Center, 3501 2nd St. S. 703-2284721, nvso1982@gmail. www.nvso.
us. Through Sept. 26

15

Family Fun Day in the
Park: Come enjoy a
day of outdoor family
fun. There will be activities for
everyone, including an inflatable
obstacle course, sports games,
minute to win it challenges and
family bingo. There will be a grill
available, so feel free to bring
something to grill, or pack a picnic
lunch. Due to limited parking, we
encourage you to walk, bike or car
pool to the park if you can. 11a.m.3 p.m. Bluemont Park, 601 N.
Manchester St. Free. 703-228-5314.
Contact Luis Matos at Lmatos@
arlingtonva.us.

22

Urban Agriculture
We need your ideas

A

rlington’s ongoing sustainability
efforts are focusing attention
on urban agriculture. The goal is
to develop an inventory of existing
programs, identify gaps, and explore
new options. Do you have ideas about
what topics the Urban Agriculture task
force should address? Participate in our
online forum, visit www.arlingtonplace.
uss/openarlington. You can also send
comments to Kimberly Haun, khaun@
arlingtonva.us. n

OCTOBER
Fall E-CARE: Safely
dispose of all your
hazardous materials.
Electronics and small metal items
are also accepted for recycling.
Open to Arlington residents only.
Commercial or business waste is not
accepted. 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Thomas
Jefferson Middle School, 125 S.
Old Glebe Rd. www.arlingtonva.us,
search “E-CARE”

13

Saturday Skate Nights:
Join the crowd for a
skating experience every
Saturday night. Enjoy a live D.J.,
$1 moon bounces and fare from the
Café. Family Skating 6:308:30 p.m. Teen Only Skating 911 p.m. $2 entry, $3 skate rental,
$2 re-entry for students attending
both family and teen skate. Cash
only please. Thomas Jefferson
Community Center, 3501 2nd St. S.
703-228-7783. ebravo@arlingtonva.
us. Through March 30.
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ARLINGTON PREPARES 2012
What You Can Do
Be Informed: Know how to get
information in an emergency
• Sign up for Arlington Alert at www.
arlingtonalert.com
• Download the mobile preparedness
app on your smart phone –
“Arlington Prepares”

Make a Plan
• Make a preparedness plan for your
family www.arlingtonva.us/oem.
• Test your evacuation and shelter in
place plan.
• Find out what the emergency plan
for your child’s school is.
• Test your communication plan with
your family.
• Tell three people about your plan.
• Ask three people about their plans.

Mark Your Calendar
• Sept. 6: Register and participate in the
emergency preparedness training exercises
from 7-9 p.m. at Courthouse Plaza. To register,
contact dpowers@arlingtonva.us.
• Sept. 27: Participate in the community forum
7-9 p.m. at Arlington Career Center,
816 S. Walter Reed Dr.
• Oct. 18: Participate in the Great American
Shakeout – Earthquake Drill at 10:18 a.m.
Visit: www.arlingtonva.us, search “oem.”

Tell Us

Give us your feedback and let us know what
you did to prepare.
• Visit www.arlingtonva.us; search “oem
survey” and answer a brief survey.

• Check your emergency supplies.

• Call 703-228-3000 and leave a message
telling us what you did.

Get Involved

• Post a comment on Facebook (fb.com/
arlingtonva) or Twitter (@arlingtonva).

• See more emergency preparedness
volunteer opportunities at sites.
arlingtonva.us/oem

Take the Pledge

September is National Preparedness Month. This year, Arlington is organizing a
“Community Preparedness Week.” What does this mean? Between Sept. 23-29, we ask
that you take at least one action to prepare for an emergency. Here are some ideas of
what you can do:

Count on me
to be prepared!

I Pledge to ...
Sign up for Arlington Alert at www.arlingtonalert.com
Download the mobile preparedness app at
www.arlingtonva.us/oem
Participate in a preparedness event
Know your neighbor — introduce yourself and ask how
you can help during a disaster
Participate in the Great Shake Out Earthquake Drill — Oct. 18
Share knowledge and advice about preparedness on Twitter, Facebook
and Pinterest with hash tag: #PrepareARL.. Go to sites.arlingtonva.us/
oem/preparedness-pledge/ and sign our pledge.

For questions, to schedule a preparedness
program or get more info, contact Debbie Powers
at 703-228-3314 or dpowers@arlingtonva.us.

Got a “Disaster” Recipe?
No, not ones that ended in disaster, rather, those that you
created when you had no power. The best recipes will be
judged, with awards given for the top 5 recipes. Submit your recipes to
oem@arlingtonva.us

Lost Power in an Emergency?
Important Numbers

Don’t let it catch you off guard
Here are some tips to help you
prepare when the power goes out.

How do I prepare for
a power outage?

• Cell phone and chargers
• Family emergency contact
information
• Extra cash

To preserve food, keep the
following supplies at home:
• Coolers: inexpensive Styrofoam
coolers work well.

• If someone at home is dependent on
electric, life-sustaining equipment,
remember to include backup power
in your evacuation plan.

• Ice: surrounding your food with
ice in a cooler or refrigerator will
keep food colder longer.

• Non-cordless telephone

• A digital quick-response
thermometer: will allow you to
check the internal temperature of
food.
What goes in a preparedness kit:
• Water: a gallon per person per day
• Non-perishable food
• Flashlight
• Battery-powered or hand-cranked
radio
• Extra batteries
• First aid kit
• 7-day supply of all medications
• Copies of all personal documents

What you should do
during a power outage
• Keep refrigerators and freezer doors
closed as much as possible. An
unopened refrigerator will keep foods
cold for 4 hours. A full freezer will
keep the temperature for 48 hours.
(24 if it is half full), if the door is
kept closed.
• If it looks like the power outage will
last longer than a day, prepare a
cooler with ice for your freezer items.
• Keep food in a dry, cool spot and
keep it covered at all times.

What should I do when the
power comes back on?
• Throw out unsafe food.

• Never taste food or rely on
appearance or odor to determine
its safety. Some food may look
and smell fine but if it has been at
room temperature too long, bacteria
causing food-borne illnesses can
start growing quickly.
• If the food in the freezer is colder
than 40°F and has ice crystals on it,
can be refrozen.

Don’t Forget Your Pets
Keep your pets cool: Keep windows and
doors open for air ventilation and cover
with shades or sheets to keep sunlight
out. Make sure you and your pets drink
as much water as possible. Outdoor pets
must have access to shade — if you don’t
have tree shade, hang a tarp or sheet to
create some. Avoid using a dog house —
it makes the heat worse.
In the colder months: Don’t leave dogs
or cats outdoors when the temperature
drops. No matter what the temperature,
wind chill can threaten a pet’s life. Regardless of the season, shorthaired, very
young, or old dogs and all cats should
never be left outside without
supervision.

Emergencies: Call 9-1-1
Police and Fire
Non-Emergency Number:
703-558-2222
Power Outages: Dominion
Virginia Power 1-866-DOM-HELP
(1-866-366-4357)
Natural Gas Emergencies:
Washington Gas 703-750-1400
or 800-752-7520. If you smell
gas, leave and call 9-1-1.
Trees Down: 703-228-6525
Street Flooding, Water, Sewer
and Storm-sewer: 703-228-6555
(emergency hotline);
Note: During high rains, call
volume is often greater than
normal. Operators will respond to
your call as soon as they can.
Traffic Signal Outages:
703-228-6511
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APS News
Your School Board

The 2011-17 APS Strategic Plan

Goal 1 – Ensure That Every Student Is Challenged and Engaged
By Dr. Pat Murphy, Superintendent of
Arlington Public Schools

Emma Violand-Sánchez, Chair (L)
Sally Baird, Vice Chair (R)

Members, L to R: James Lander, Todd
McCracken, Abby Raphael

School Board Office:
1426 N. Quincy St.
Arlington, Va. 22207
703-228-6015 (voice)
703-228-7640 (fax)
E-mail: school.board@apsva.us

Citizens who wish to meet with a Board member
may do so on a walk-in basis during Open Office
Hours on Monday from 5-7 p.m. on days when
school is in session. School Board members can
also meet by appointment with small groups
of individuals to discuss issues or positions. If
Monday is a holiday, Open Office Hours are held
the following Tuesday from 8:30-11:30 a.m.
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T

he Arlington School Board adopted
a new six-year Strategic Plan last
year. It is a long-range strategy for the
future of our school division, and over
the coming months, I will highlight some
of the features of the roadmap laid out
by the plan. In this issue of The Citizen, I
would like to focus on Goal 1.

Our Vision

In our very first goal, we commit
ourselves to providing all students with
the knowledge and skills to succeed in
the 21st century, through a challenging,
engaging, and comprehensive education.
Students will have a passion for learning, be inquisitive and open-minded,
and become responsible citizens.

Components

The most important components of a
challenging and engaging education are:
• Early foundational skills of reading,
writing, and mathematics;
• Science, technology, engineering, and
advanced mathematics (STEM);

School Board Meetings
Arlington School Board meeting dates, times,
agendas and other information are available
online at www.apsva.us/schoolboard.

• Advanced communication techniques in reading, writing, speaking,
and active listening; world language
acquisition; technology; and the arts;

APS Dashboard
Now Online

• “Twenty-first century skills,” best
described as critical-thinking skills in
all subject areas, including problemsolving, decision-making, data analysis, negotiation, and research and
information analysis to support lifelong learning;

The APS Dashboard, a web-based
tool created to give community
members the ability to sort through
and compare school system data,
is now available online. The APS
Dashboard makes data about APS
student performance and business
operations more transparent and
accessible for parents, students
and the community at large. The
Dashboard provides clear and
graphic representations of data on
key performance indicators under
the 2011-17 Strategic Plan. These
indicators reflect various aspects
of performance in schools and
the district as a whole that are of
interest to the community. The APS
Dashboard is available on the APS
wbsite at www.apsva.us/dashboard.

Learn more about APS at High School Info Night on Mon, Oct. 29 and Middle
School Info Night on Mon, Nov. 5. Both events are at Washington-Lee High
School at 7 p.m. Programs will include information about schools, curriculum,
resources, application procedures, school information sessions, and more.

• Character development including
ethics and ethical behavior, and the

ability to understand
and work with people
from different cultural
and language backgrounds; and
• The life skills of teamwork and collaboration, time-management,
setting goals, community
service, consumer and
financial management,
and an appreciation of
the fine and performing
arts.

Strategies

These are elements that all students
must master if they are to succeed in
their lives and contribute fully to our
society. To achieve these components of a
well-educated student, the Strategic Plan
identifies strategies that we will use:
• Present high and clear expectations for all students and include a
consistent guide for the evaluation
of student work. Within this framework, APS ensures that a core set
of standards-based concepts and
competencies form the basis of what
all students should learn.
• Create engaging and motivating
educational program choices that
prepare students to achieve college
and career aspirations. These choices
provide opportunities to: (1) explore,
discover, and optimize their individual strengths; (2) recognize and help
them overcome their weaknesses; and
(3) be evaluated and benchmarked
against the best educational systems
nationally and internationally.

• Create an environment where all
students feel challenged, supported,
and accepted as they learn. Such an
environment puts students first: their
needs, abilities, interests, and learning styles are central when making
decisions about what to learn and
how to learn it. Students are active
and responsible participants in their
own learning.

Monitoring Progress

To monitor progress on the goals,
APS has set numerical benchmarks and
has created the APS Dashboard so that
stakeholders can easily see how we are
progressing. I urge you to take a look at
www.apsva.us/dashboard.

Next

In the next issue of The Citizen,
we’ll look at the fourth goal—providing
optimal learning environments, including resources and facilities, to sustain
instructional excellence.
—Dr. Pat Murphy n

APS Receives Strong Support From Community and Parents
In a recent survey, Arlington Public
Schools received strong support and
high marks from the community,
parents, students and staff.
Last spring, APS conducted a
random survey to determine the
community's level of satisfaction
with APS educational services and
learning environments. The responses
provided APS with indicators of
success, and also highlighted areas

for improvement, in meeting the School
Board's priorities for achieving the
school system's strategic goals.
“We are extremely fortunate that the
Arlington community values education
so highly,” said Superintendent Dr. Pat
Murphy. “Their support enables us to
provide our students with a high-quality
education, and to recruit and retain
high-quality staff.”
Among the early findings of the
survey, 79 percent of community
members surveyed gave APS a grade
of “A” or “B.” That compares to only 41
percent nationally in the 2011 Phi Delta
Kappa (PDK) poll. Among parents with
students currently in the school system,
92 percent gave APS an “A” or a “B.”
When asked about their child’s
individual school, 94 percent of parents
responded with an “A” or “B,” compared
to 79 percent in the PDK poll. Students

were also included in the survey, and
75 percent gave their school an “A”
or a “B”.
Both community members and
parents were asked if they agreed that
their tax dollars are being well spent.
71 percent of the community agreed
and 82 percent of parents agreed.
The full report on the survey will be
released later this month. Visit
www.apsva.us for more information. n

Get Ready for College at APS College Night: To help families prepare for life after high school, students and parents are
invited to attend the annual APS College Night on Wed, Oct. 17. The event will be at 7-9 p.m. on the second and third
levels of the Ballston Common Mall. Representatives from over 150 colleges, universities and trade schools will be available
to answer questions about the admissions process, academics and campus life.

Planetarium Re-Opening
Celebration: Sept. 28-29
Crews have been hard at work
revitalizing the David M. Brown
Planetarium. A grand opening
ceremony is planned for 10 a.m. on
Fri, Sept. 28, and a number of free
programs are scheduled throughout
the day on Sat, Sept. 29.
More information on the events
will be available in mid-September.
Visit www.apsva.us to learn more.

First-Day Forms
Online

There is still time to complete your
child’s First Day Packet Forms online.
This year all families are asked to verify
their address and contact information
in order to maintain accurate student
records, to ensure that APS serves
families who are residents of Arlington.
www.apsva.us/studentinfocenter

New Transportation Changes
Take Effect This Fall

R

ecognizing that Arlington
County and APS continue to
grow and change, last fall APS hired
an outside consultant to conduct an
efficiency study of the school division’s
Transportation Services operations. The
study was undertaken to help identify
the best ways to streamline and improve
operations to continue to ensure safe,
reliable service for all APS students
who are eligible for bus transportation.
The study looked at ways to ease bus
crowding, and eliminate delays and
long travel times.
After reviewing the consultant’s
evaluation report and sharing it with
the School Board and the community
last fall, the Transportation Services
Office initiated a plan of action to
address many of the concerns that were
identified. Implementing the plan will
prepare APS for the future, and at the
same time help to ensure that the APS
transportation system operates safely to
best serve students and families.
With the start of the 2012-13 school
year, APS is moving forward with the
plan. One of the first steps, undertaken
during the summer, included
implementation of new bus-routing
software, to help plan routes that
are more efficient and can maximize
the capacity of the existing bus
fleet. Another step was to establish a

APS To Ask For Funding to Address Capacity
2012 Bond Is $42.6 Million

O

n Election Day, November 6,
Arlington voters will be asked to
approve $42.6 Million in school bonds
to address growing capacity needs.
Currently, the greatest immediate need
for space is at the elementary level.
In the past five years, the number of
APS elementary students has grown by
28 percent, resulting in overcrowding
in two-thirds of elementary schools.
Projections show this trend continuing
for many more years.
As part of the 2013-22 Capital
Improvement Plan (CIP), the Arlington
School Board approved projects to
add 1,875 elementary seats by 2017.
Portions of the projects are being
supplemented with money from current
APS reserves, in addition to bond
funds. The 2012 Bond includes funding
for the following:
• Arlington Traditional School addition
– Design ($1.6 million)
• McKinley addition – Design
($1.6 million)
• New elementary school at Carlin
Springs/Kenmore site – Design
($4.5 million)

• New elementary school at
Williamsburg site – Construction
($28.1 million)
• HVAC and roofing improvements
($6.8 million)
The projects and locations for
increasing elementary capacity were
selected through a year-long planning
process. The School Board, community
stakeholders and staff engaged in
prioritized decision-making based on
criteria that included capacity needs,
school size, neighborhood impact and
operational effectiveness. The projected
timeline for completion of five
elementary projects is:
• Ashlawn addition – Fall 2014
• New elementary school at
Williamsburg site – Fall 2015
• Arlington Traditional addition – Fall
2016
• McKinley addition – Fall 2016
• New elementary school at Carlin
Springs/Kenmore site – Fall 2017
Information about the 2012 School
Bond or the APS Capital Improvement
Plan is available online at
www.apsva.us/CIP. n

Transportation Call
Center. This will
ensure that staff
is available for
families to answer
questions and
respond quickly
to transportation
issues.
In early August,
principals sent
New software will help the Transportation Department
families details about
plan routes and assign bus stops that are more efficient.
the upcoming changes
and a link to the
students who live more than one mile
Transportation department’s
from school and secondary school
Frequently Asked Questions
students who live more than 1.5 miles
(www.apsva.us/transportation). Then
from school, who have received the
during the week of August 20, students
transportation “voucher” sent in the
who are eligible for transportation
mail, are eligible for bus transportation.
services received a letter that included
Assigning students to a specific route
their bus route, bus stop, and pickup
and bus stop will address a critical
time. The letter included a “voucher”
safety concern for students who ride the
for the student to present to the driver
bus and also will allow school leaders to
when boarding the bus.
better communicate and serve families
At the same time, a separate letter
when a delay or other changes in
was mailed to students living in
service occur.
schools’ “walk zones.” Families are
If families did not receive their
asked to encourage students to walk
student’s letter by August 24, they
or bike to school – this is a healthier
should contact their student’s school.
option and will also benefit the
For questions about these changes, call
environment by reducing the number
the Transportation Call Center at
of cars transporting students to and
703-228-8670. The Call Center is open
from school. As outlined in School
6:30 a.m.–5 p.m. weekdays. n
Board policy, only elementary school

Mark Your Calendar
September

3

Labor Day
Schools and
Administrative Offices
Closed

4

First Day of School

5

First Day of School
for VPI and Pre-K Special
Education

19
24
29

Elementary
Back-to-School Night
Check with your school
for times
Middle School
Back-to-School Night
Check with your school
for times
Career Center
Back-to-School Breakfast

To view the complete calendar listing,
visit: www.apsva.us/calendar

October

1

High School
Back-to-School Night

2

H-B Woodlawn
Back-to-School Night

3

International Walk and Bike to
School Day

8

Columbus Day
No School

17

APS College Fair
Ballston Common Mall, 7 p.m.

18

Elementary Parent-Teacher
Conferences
No School

19

Elementary and Middle School
Parent-Teacher Conferences
No School

29

High School Information Night
Washington-Lee High School,
7 p.m.
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NEWSBRIEFS
Novedades sobre la
construcción de Columbia Pike
Arlington ha seleccionado un contratista
para el proyecto de mejoramiento de
calles y soterramiento de servicios
públicos, ubicado entre S. Wakefield
Street y S. Four Mile Run Drive. Este
proyecto incluye el soterramiento del
tendido aéreo y la instalación de aceras
más anchas, árboles en las calles, luces en
las calles, bancos y carriles para bicicletas.
Asimismo, está en curso la construcción
de Walter Reed East Super Stop y su
finalización está prevista para fines del
otoño 2012. Los diseños de Barton West
Super Stop están casi finalizados, y el
inicio de la construcción está previsto
para noviembre de 2012.

Novedades sobre la construcción
del Centro Comunitario Arlington Mill
La construcción del nuevo Centro
Comunitario Arlington Mill continúa.
El personal ha instalado correctamente
la red de cloacas y agua en Columbia
Pike, S. Dinwiddie Street y Arlington Mill
Drive, y está por finalizar la estructura
del garaje del centro. Arlington Mill
Drive permanecerá cerrado mientras
dure el proyecto. El nuevo semáforo de
la intersección entre S. Dinwiddie Street
y Columbia Pike se finalizará en julio. La
apertura del nuevo centro está prevista
para 2013.

Enjoy Arlington: Ahora puede
registrase en español
¿Sabía que puede registrarse en español
por internet? Vaya a la página web
registration.arlingtonva.us y haga clic en
la palabra ‘Español’ en la parte superior.
Tenga en cuenta que la página no está
completamente traducida, y usted
necesitará el número de actividad para
completar la transacción. Cuando pague
con su tarjeta, algunas de las aéreas que
debe llenar estarán en inglés. Para más
información, llame al 703-228-4747 o
escriba a registration@arlingtonva.us. La
inscripción por internet comienza el 15 de
agosto a las 8 a.m.

Octubre es el mes de
prevención de incendios
Venga al evento anual de Puertas Abiertas
del Departamento de Bomberos de
Arlington, el sábado 13 de octubre de
10 a.m.-4 p.m. en todas las estaciones de
bomberos del Condado. Para encontrar su
estación de bomberos más cercana visite
www.arlingtonva.us, busque “estación de
bomberos”.

La Junta del Condado de Arlington aprueba
un Plan de Mejoramiento de Capital de
10 años por $2.4 mil millones

E

l 21 de julio, la Junta del Condado
de Arlington aprobó un Programa
de Mejoramiento de Capital (CIP por
sus siglas en inglés) de 10 años por
$2.4 mil millones que reinvierte en
infraestructura y financia iniciativas
estratégicas de transporte y recreación.
El programa CIP incluye inversiones
de capital para los años fiscales 20132022.
Los Colegios Públicos de Arlington
aprobaron su programa CIP por $438
millones en junio, y así la inversión CIP
prevista para el Condado y las Escuelas
ascendió a $2.9 mil millones durante
los próximos 10 años.
“Este programa CIP es un plan
financieramente sustentable que busca
un equilibrio entre el mantenimiento
de nuestra infraestructura existente y la
realización de inversiones estratégicas
que satisfagan las necesidades de
nuestra comunidad cada vez mayor,
y una visión para el futuro”, dijo la
Presidenta de la Junta del Condado
Mary Hynes. “Nuestro plan financiero
sólido y progresista ayudará a
mantener las calificaciones de bonos
triple Aaa del Condado.”

Mayor financiación de
infraestructura básica en
comparación con el programa
CIP del periodo fiscal 2013-2018

Uno de los cambios principales
de 2012 es el paso de un periodo de
planificación de 6 años a uno de 10
años en el programa CIP. Este permite
una mejor planificación y un mejor
financiamiento de los proyectos de
varios años y de los costos asociados
del ciclo de vida, y proporcionar
mejores lazos con los diferentes planes
maestros del Condado.
Las inversiones clave del programa
CIP incluyen financiación del metro y
proyectos de transporte local, incluido
WalkArlington, BikeArlington y
atenuación del tránsito vecinal, capital
para mantenimiento de instalaciones y
parques, el centro acuático y gimnasia
Long Bridge Park, conservación del
vecindario, tranvías en Columbia
Pike y Ruta 1, pavimentación, red
ConnectArlington, adquisición de
terrenos, e infraestructura del sistema
de agua.
La Junta votó la aprobación del
programa CIP de forma unánime.
Para obtener más información, visite
www.arlingtonva.us y busque “capital
improvement”. n

• Repavimentación de calles (más
de $24 millones)
• Renovación de parques e
instalaciones (más de $37
millones)
• Infraestructura del sistema de
agua (más de $41 millones)
• Metro (más de $37 millones)

Inversiones estratégicas
• Tranvías en Columbia Pike y
Ruta 1 – se prevé que estos
proyectos serán financiados con
diferentes fuentes, incluidos
subsidios estatales y federales,
impuesto a los bienes inmuebles
comerciales, y financiación de los
incrementos impositivos.
• Diseño y construcción de centro
acuático y gimnasio Long Bridge.
• Finalización de la red
ConnectArlington –
infraestructura tecnológica que
sustentará múltiples necesidades
gubernamentales y comunitarias.

Programa Arlington Prepares 2012
Septiembre es el mes nacional de la
preparación. Este año, Arlington está
organizando la “semana de preparación
comunitaria”. ¿Qué significa esto? Entre
el 23 y 29 de septiembre, le pedimos
que realice al menos una acción para
prepararse para una emergencia. Aquí
tiene algunas ideas:

• Pruebe el plan de comunicación con
su familia.
• Comente su plan a tres personas.

• 18 de octubre: Participe en Great
American Shakeout – Simulacro de
terremoto a las 10:18 a.m.

• Pregunte a tres personas sobre sus
respectivos planes.

Para obtener más información, visite
www.arlingtonva.us, y busque “oem”.

• Asegúrese de que tiene sus
provisiones de emergencia.

¡Cuentenos!

Infórmese: Sepa cómo obtener
Participe
información ante una emergencia
Vea más oportunidades de

• Suscríbase a Arlington Alert en www. voluntariado sobre preparación para
arlingtonalert.com
emergencias en www.arlingtonva.us/
oem.
• Descargue la aplicación móvil
de preparación en su teléfono–
“Arlington Prepares”.

Marque su Calendario

• 6 de septiembre: Inscríbase y
participe en los ejercicios de
capacitación sobre preparación para
•   Realice un plan de preparación para
emergencias de 7 p.m. a 9 p.m. en
su familia sites.arlingtonva.us/oem
Courthouse Plaza.
• Pruebe su plan de evacuación y
• 27 de septiembre: Participe en el
refugio en lugar.
foro comunitario de 7 p.m. a 9 p.m.
en Arlington Career Center, 816 S.
• Averigüe cuál es el plan de
Walter Reed Drive.
emergencia de la escuela de su hijo.

Realice un plan

¿LISTO Y
PREPARADO?
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Principales inversiones

Descargue la aplicación móvil de
preparación de Arlington en su
celular al www.arlingtonva.us/
oem

Queremos conocer su opinión y
recibir sus comentarios sobre qué hizo
para prepararse.
• Visite www.arlingtonva.us, busque
“oem survery” y responda una
encuesta breve.
• Llame al 703-228-3000 y deje un
mensaje contándonos qué hizo para
prepararse.
• Publique un comentario en Facebook
(Arlington, Virginia) o Twitter
(@ArlingtonVA)   
Si tiene preguntas, desea organizar
un programa de preparación o necesita
más información, comuníquese con
Debbie Powers al 703-228-3314.

Subscríbase a
Arlington Alert en
www.arlingtonalert.com

Prepare su kit de emergencia —
www.arlingtonva.us/oem o
www.cruzrojaamericana.org

