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t’s a “game changer” for Arlington’s
business community. What is it?
The County’s expansion of
its successful ConnectArlington
program will bring high-speed fiber
connectivity to Arlington businesses.
This opportunity will not only let
Arlington businesses connect at
speeds infinitely faster than currently
available anywhere in the region, but
also provide those businesses with
direct, dedicated “dark” fiber with the
highest levels of security to provide
unprecedented opportunities for secure
collaboration with the nation’s top
defense and research agencies.
This connectivity brings Arlington’s
technology infrastructure to the
forefront of not only the region, but
the entire country.
“Providing this connectivity is
the next phase of our smart growth
strategy,” said Arlington County
Manager Barbara Donnellan. “We are
moving to meet the current and future
needs of our business community, to

provide for our community’s long-term
sustainability.”

to utilize the dark fiber network.

Next steps

ConnectArlington originally was
developed by Arlington County
Government to connect County
facilities and public schools, using
high-speed broadband technology
through underground dark fiber.
Arlington recognized the need for
future technological capabilities,
and began installing additional
underground conduits to enable
the County to expand its use
of dark fiber. n

As the service rolls out over the
next year, Arlington will work with a
third-party contractor to manage the
leasing of the dark fiber to multiple
service providers. The County will
work directly with property owners
and various businesses to ensure they
have the opportunity to connect their
businesses and buildings. Arlington
universities, research centers,
government buildings and federal
agencies also will have the opportunity

Background

Columbia Pike Streetcar Will Generate
$3.2-4.4 Billion Over 30 Years

W

hich is a better transit
investment on Columbia Pike —
streetcar or high-capacity bus? A new
study released in March says streetcar,
by far. A return on investment study
prepared by HR&A Advisors, Inc., for
the County, found that, over a 30-year
period, the streetcar would generate
$3.2-4.4 billion in net (or new) real
estate value” for Arlington and Fairfax
Counties, over and above capital and
operating costs. This is $2.2-3 billion
more than would be generated by
enhanced bus service, which would use
high-capacity buses and have some
service features similar to a streetcar.
The larger benefits of the streetcar
derive from property value increases
and faster and more expansive
development.
“This study further demonstrates
that streetcar is the right investment

Proposed Streetcar Line
Skyline

for Arlington,” said Arlington County
Board Chair Jay Fisette.
Arlington retained HR&A Advisors,
Inc., in September 2013 to update the
analysis of the streetcar’s projected
return on investment and compare
it to enhanced bus service. The firm,
which specializes in measuring the
economic and fiscal impacts of major
infrastructure projects, analyzed which
transit option — streetcar or enhanced
bus — would best facilitate the County’s
goals of transforming Columbia Pike
into a more transit-oriented, walkable,
mixed-use “Main Street.”
HR&A estimates that because
a streetcar on the Pike would help
Arlington attract a larger share of
new economic activity in the region,
the resulting real estate impact would

COLUMBI

generate $375-$735 million in
incremental tax revenues for Arlington
over 30 years. This is more than three
times what enhanced bus service would
generate.
The County will use the new
analysis as it updates its Capital
Improvement Plan and streetcar
project financial plan in the coming
months. The current financial plan for
the Columbia Pike streetcar relies on
federal and state funding and local
commercial real estate revenues that
are dedicated to transportation.
View the study online at www.bit.ly/
Shv8vK. n
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Unprecedented speed and security

Free Lynda.com video tutorials: Tech, design, business … your quality, detailed video tutorials on everything from
AutoCAD to Photoshop and viral marketing are now available on Arlington Public Library computers. The extensive Lynda.
com collection contains more than 2,400 courses, all free to watch and master with your Library card.

Find Finance Finesse at Arlington Public Library

Your County Board

A
Jay Fisette, Chair (L)
Mary Hynes, Vice Chair (R)

L to R: Libby Garvey, J. Walter Tejada, John Vihstadt

County Board Office: 2100 Clarendon Blvd.,
Suite 300, Arlington, Va. 22201, 703-228-3130
(voice), 703-228-4611 (TTY), 703-228-7430 (fax),
countyboard@arlingtonva.us
Upcoming County Board Meetings

rlington Public Library wants
to help you mind your own
business — personal finances, investing,
retirement, developing great moneymaking ideas and more.
Whether you’re in your 20s and
opening a first checking account,
looking to downsize after raising
a family or are finally launching
that eBay store, the library has the
programs, expertise and resources to
help you reach your financial goals.
Don’t worry if you missed acclaimed
investing author Ric Edelman kicking
off the new Smart Money speakers
series. There’s still plenty to hear this
spring at Central Library:

• May 13: Join Carlos Castillo of Wells
Fargo for a discussion, in Spanish,
about identity theft, credit and
managing your money. 7 p.m.
• June 11: Learn about issues
involving long-term care, a
presentation made possible by
Arlington Federal Credit Union.
7 p.m.

Brilliant business ideas, but
stuck on what’s next?
Schedule a free one-on-one
appointment with an insightful
business librarian (arlingtonva.libcal.
com/booking/business_librarian).

Homeless Point-in-Time Count Shows Progress, County Board
Underscores Ongoing Need
Lowers Tax Rate

May 10 – Regular Meeting
May 13 – Recessed Meeting
Jun. 14 – Regular Meeting
Jun. 17 – Recessed Meeting
Jul. 19 – Regular Meeting
Jul. 24 – Recessed Meeting
August – No meetings

A

View the full schedule online at
countyboard.arlingtonva.us/meetings.
The Citizen is a bimonthly publication of Arlington
County; available online at www.arlingtoncitizen.
wordpress.com
Ingrid Vaicius (Editor), Ken Matthews (Designer)
703-228-3120 (voice), 703-228-4611 (TTY)
publicaffairs@arlingtonva.us. Printed on 100 percent
recycled paper, 30-40 percent post-consumer content.
Services for Visually Impaired Readers - Metropolitan
Washington Ear offers free reading service of The
Citizen for people with physical disabilities who cannot
effectively read print. Call 301-681-6636, www.
washear.org or email information@washear.org.

The cost to produce, print and mail
a copy of this edition is about 25¢.

rlington County’s 2014 pointin-time (PIT) count showed a
34 percent reduction in the number
of homeless individuals in the County
compared to 2013. The number of
homeless families stayed about the
same when adjusted to compensate for
a new counting methodology.
The number of homeless individuals,
defined as single adults without
children living on the streets, in the
County’s Emergency Winter Shelter
or in the Residential Program Center,
dropped from 268 to 178. For families,
a transitional housing category counted
as homeless in prior years is counted
as housed for 2014. Otherwise, that
number would have remained flat. The
point-in-time count was conducted
from sundown January 29 to sunup
January 30.
“The point-in-time count (see chart
below) is one of several important
indicators we use to gauge progress

in the effort to prevent and end
homelessness in our community,”
said County Board Chair Jay Fisette.
“These numbers are encouraging. They
substantiate what we are seeing every
day across our programs.
Fisette noted that the 100 Homes
Campaign has helped house 73 of the
most vulnerable homeless individuals
in our community. Arlington forged
a better partnership with the Veterans
Administration and is getting homeless
veterans off the streets, out of shelters
and into housing. The County’s
supportive housing programs continue
to help those who battle homelessness
because of mental health and substance
abuse issues. And the County’s efforts
to prevent homelessness before it
occurs have stabilized families and
helped them get back on their feet.
There is still much work to do, but
I commend the organizations and
individuals who have played a role in
this effort.” n

Arlington County Homeless Point-In-Time Count
Category

2011

2012

2013

2014

% Change 2013-14

Total # of People Counted
461		
451		
479		
291		
-39
					
Singles				268		263		268		178		-34 (1, 2)
(individuals w/o children)
Families			193		188		211		113		-46
(# of people in household)

(3)

1. Community efforts to house homeless individuals are working: The 100 Homes Campaign, two programs that serve homeless veterans, and local

permanent supportive housing programs that serve homeless individuals with mental health and substance abuse issues housed a high number of
people in the past 12 months, significantly cutting into the number of homeless individuals in this year’s count.

2. Weather: The severe cold weather the night of the count may have resulted in a lower count of homeless singles, as they may have moved into
temporary housing with friends, family or others sympathetic to their needs.

3. A change in classification for families lowers number considered homeless: A transitional housing category previously counted as homeless was

reclassified for 2014, resulting in 97 individuals in families who would have been considered homeless in prior years being classified as housed for
2014. This number would have been flat if not for the change in classification. The change in counting methodology was mandated by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development.
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You’ll get help pulling a plan together
while also getting to know your
competition and target audience. You’ll
also learn about Arlington’s vibrant
BizLaunch assistance network, a library
partner from Arlington Economic
Development.
Of course the library’s renowned
money resources and services are
always on the job, whether it’s shelves
of how-to guides, annual AARP tax
assistance, career and resume advice
or access to 24/7 premium research
sites. Best of all, there’s never a cost
in putting the library to work for you.
Visit library.arlingtonva.us. n

T

he Arlington County Board
adopted a $1.15 billion General
Fund Budget for Fiscal Year (FY) 2015,
cutting 1 cent off the real estate tax
rate, while adding funding for schools
and year-round yard waste pickup. The
County Board limited the growth of the
County budget, launched no new major
initiatives, and focused on funding
schools and maintaining core services
and existing infrastructure.

Real estate tax rate
remains lowest in region

The County Board lowered the real
estate tax rate to $0.996 per $100 of
assessed value, a 1-cent decrease from
the current $1.006 rate (including the
sanitary district tax).
Under the Adopted Budget, the
average Arlington homeowner (home
valued at $552,700) will see an overall
tax and fee burden rise 4.6 percent,
or about $27/mo. This reflects a 5.3
percent increase in average residential
property assessment and 3.4 percent
increase in the water-sewer rate. The
household solid waste rate also will
increase by 4 percent, which will
partly fund year-round collection of
yard waste — a service provided by
nearly all of Arlington’s neighboring
jurisdictions.

More funding for schools

The Board maintained the County’s
commitment to keeping Arlington
Public Schools among the nation’s
finest. It provided a total of $440.6
million to schools, which includes
an additional $19.6 million to base
funding and another $8.4 million
in one-time funding for school
construction. The funding also includes
additional money for another school
clinic aide and three new School
Resource Officers. Under the FY 2015
Budget, Arlington’s support for
students now exceeds $19,000 per
pupil — more than any other school
district in the region. n

Our Vision: Arlington will be a diverse and inclusive world-class urban community with secure, attractive residential and commercial

Be Smart: Set your thermostat to 68°F in the winter (lower while you’re asleep or away from home) and 78°F in
the summer (higher when you are away). Worry less about proper temperature control by installing a programmable
thermostat.

Envision Courthouse Square

A

rlington County kicked off the
Envision Courthouse Square
planning process with a community
workshop in late March, and held
another workshop in April. Enthusiastic
residents, business owners, developers
and community leaders came together
to share ideas about re-envisioning the
area.
The March workshop launched
the 10-month planning process for
redesigning the 10-acres Courthouse
Square area. Attendees filled out
surveys, stopped by different work
stations and shared their visions for
change on the topics of open space,
sustainability, transportation, cultural

space, and the type of architecture
and building location and design they
would like to see for the area.
“We need your help to think outside
the box,” said Arlington County
Board member J. Walter Tejada. “We
need your help to design the heart of
Arlington.”
The third opportunity to give input
and to see the exciting ideas that have
been generated so far is on June 19
and will be held at Key Elementary
school. Those who can’t attend are
encouraged to submit feedback online.
Learn more about the project and
subscribe to receive updates at sites.
arlingtonva.us/courthouse. n

County Task Force Responds to Hoarding

D

id you know that Arlington
County has a hoarding task
force? Hoarding is a problem in every
community. Each year, the County
responds to 40 to 65 hoarding cases.
The team works to protect the affected
person’s privacy rights while ensuring
their health and safety and that of the
surrounding community.
The Hoarding Task Force is
composed of staff from Code
Enforcement, the Department
of Human Services and the Fire
Department. It meets each month
to collaborate on responses
to hoarding cases that may
endanger the safety and wellbeing of the persons affected
or the surrounding community.
County Staff check to ensure that
the building has proper light and
ventilation, basic utilities, exits
that are not blocked and that
the building’s structural safety
has not been compromised by
accumulated objects. They also
offer social services for issues that
could affect the health and welfare
of those inside the home and of
neighbors.
You can help. If you believe
someone’s safety is endangered by
a potential hoarding situation call:

• Emergency Communications Center
non-emergency number: 703558-2222
• Code Enforcement: 703-228-3232
• Department of Human Services:
703-228-1700
Your call is confidential. n

neighborhoods where people unite to form a caring, learning, participating, sustainable community in which each person is important.
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ART43

New Route from Crystal City to Courthouse: You now have a new alternative to taking the Blue line Metrorail. ART 43 runs
every 20 minutes on weekdays during morning and evening rush hours and has stops at Crystal City VRE, Crystal City Metro
station, Rosslyn Metro station and Courthouse Metro station. View the route map and schedule at arlingtontransit.com.

Protecting Your Home
During Summer
Storms

Foster Parenting

Keep storm drains and gutters around your
property clear of leaves, branches, rocks and other
obstructions so they can function properly during
storms

W

ith the summer season
approaching, it is likely that
our area will experience some summer
thunderstorms or even a hurricane. It is
important for property owners to know
that all properties have a small but
real chance of flooding. Here are some
steps that you can take to protect your
home and reduce your risk of flooding.
Keep drains and gutters clear.
If there are any storm drains on
your property or nearby, check them
before storms and remove any leaves,
branches, trash or other obstructions.
Also keep your gutters clear so they
can function properly.
Route water away from your
house, and don’t block the natural flow
path of water runoff on your property.
If you re-grade your yard, grade away
from the house and do not try to make
the ground perfectly flat.
Work with your neighbors to
improve drainage around your homes.
Don’t keep valuables such as photo
albums or other personal keepsakes in
the basement.
Check your homeowners insurance
for flood coverage and sanitary sewer
backup coverage. Consider adding
them to your policy.
Check the trees around your home
for dead or hanging limbs and have
a tree company inspect and trim the
trees. n

TRANSITNEWS

Perfection not required

W

hat does it take to be a
successful foster parent in
Arlington? “You need patience and
flexibility. You do not need to be
perfect,” said Ben and Shira Simon,
Arlington County’s foster parents of
the year for 2014. The Simons became
foster parents in 2009 because they
wanted to do something to support

Arlington children and experience the
joy of having a child in their lives.
By opening their Arlington View
home to children for both short-term
and longer stays, the Simons have
come to understand that fostering is
about nurturing vulnerable children,
but just as importantly is about
strengthening families — which, in the
case of foster care, can include birth
families and adoptive families.
Initially, the Simons were
concerned about their skills to foster
children, but soon realized they had
strengths to share. They use their
knowledge of child development,
social and emotional competence
and their personal resiliency to help
the children they welcome into their
home.
Foster children leave the Simons’
home, but they never leave their
hearts. When possible, the Simons
stay connected by attending birthday
parties or through Skype.
Arlington County needs foster
families to share their strengths with
the more than 100 children in foster
care about becoming a foster family.
To learn more visit family.arlingtonva.
us/foster-care or call 703-228-1550. n

A SmarTrip Card for Students

W

ith summer break approaching,
students now have a new, easy
way to get around car-free using the
Student iRide SmarTrip card. Working
just like a typical SmarTrip card, the
Student iRide card allows students to
ride the ART bus for the $0.75 student
discount fare. The card also works on
Metrobus and Metrorail for the regular
fare.
The card can be purchased for $2
at the Commuter Stores located at the
Ballston Metro station, Rosslyn Metro
station, Crystal City Metro station and

the Shirlington Bus station. Learn more
at commuterpage.com/iride. n

County Website Update

A

major website overhaul that
began in October is now
complete. The new site is simpler and
more functional — no matter the device
you’re using. Here’s an overview:
• Simplified homepage: Less overall
content, fewer navigation links to
sort through, prominent search box,
and easy access to most-frequented
content.

• Slimmed down overall content:
Hundreds of pages as well as old
documents were eliminated, making
it easier to search for what you
actually need. The content was

4

reworked to be more scannable,
concise, and easy to read.

if a particular item can be
recycled.

• Mobile-friendly: Responds
dynamically on tablets, phones, and
desktop computers; adjusts layout/
content based on the device.

• Park lookup tool: Find parks
or sports locations based on
the specific features you’re
seeking.

• Topically organized: Content is more
user-centric vs. department-centric,
so you won’t have to know which
department does what. Examples:
Housing, Environment and the
Projects & Planning web areas
combine information from multiple
departments.

• Forms: More forms can now
be submitted online.

• Recycling lookup tool: Search to see

Have feedback about the
new site? Use the orange
feedback box on the homepage
at www.arlingtonva.us or send
your comments to webnews@
arlingtonva.us. n

Pentagon City Multimodal
Project Completed
The Pentagon City Multimodal project is
now open. The federal and locally funded
project transformed the South Hayes
Street corridor through a new streetscape
design, which upgraded traffic signals,
lighting, ADA features, sidewalks, transit
and bicycle facilities. The project also
installed new stormwater treatment
facilities and incorporated special accent
lighting into the landscape. To learn more
about the project, visit sites.arlingtonva.
us; search “pentagon-city-multimodal.”

Columbia Pike Utility
Undergrounding and Street
Improvements
Construction of the utility
undergrounding duct system is complete.
Dominion Virginia Power, Verizon,
and Comcast continue the process of
transferring overhead lines underground.
As the project wraps up this summer,
existing utility poles will come down,
allowing for the remaining road work
and the realignment of South Four
Mile Run Minor. Residents also will
notice street improvements, including
wider sidewalks, street lights and trees.
Additional information can be found at
columbiapikeva.us/construction.

Columbia Pike Bike Boulevards
Continue to Roll Forward
To create safer travel options for cyclists
and pedestrians on streets parallel to
Columbia Pike, additional improvements
will be installed along 9th, 11th, 12th
and 13th Streets South. Designs include
improvements to four challenging
pedestrian crossings at South Glebe
Road, South Walter Reed Drive and
South George Mason Drive. This spring,
staff will be sharing a detailed update at
several community meetings. For more
information, visit arlingtonva.us; search
“Bike Boulevards.”

1,989

That’s the number of potholes the County has filled since Jan. 1. Crews are focusing on primary and collector streets then
moving to residential streets. In areas with severe potholes, crews will return to remove the surrounding bad asphalt and make
a more thorough replacement. To report a pothole, visit: topics.arlingtonva.us; search “report problem.”

County Board Adopts Rosslyn Plan Framework

NEWSBRIEFS

T

he Realize Rosslyn planning
process reached a key milestone
in April. After 30 meetings, workshops
and events with the public, the ideas
and vision to transform Rosslyn into
a walkable, regional transit hub, and
global destination is one step closer
to reality. The planning effort, which
started in December 2012, focused on
four big ideas:
1. How can we create a Rosslyn that
is a more attractive and desirable
place to be?

Are You a Landlord? You May
Need a Business License
If you rent out a house, apartment, part
of your own residence, or other type
of dwelling and you collect $10,000 or
more in rent annually, you must obtain
an Arlington County business license.
For more information, contact the
Business Tax Division of the Office of the
Commissioner of Revenue at 703-2283060 or email business@arlingtonva.us.

2. What’s the right balance of
transportation options to serve
Rosslyn in the future?
3. How should buildings be shaped
and what should the skyline look
like?
4. How can we connect and improve
existing open space and parks, and
add new ones?

Realtors and Rotarians Get
Behind County Housing Program

The adopted Rosslyn Plan
Framework provides the vision and
policy directives that address these big
ideas. The next step is to incorporate
the Plan Framework into the updated

Rosslyn Sector Plan for County Board
consideration in the fourth quarter of
2014. Learn more at sites.arlingtonva.
us/rosslynsector. n

Rocky Run Park Now Open

Long & Foster Real Estate of Arlington
and the Crystal City-Pentagon Rotary
Club teamed up in April to provide
furniture and household goods to
eight people moving into supportive
housing units at the new Arlington Mill
Residences. Rotary’s Passageways program
has provided furniture and household
goods for Arlington County’s Supportive
Housing Program since 2007. Passageways
was also supported by Self Storage Plus,
Bookstore Movers and Evolution Home.
If you are interested in learning more or
donating, contact Julie Kim at julie.kim@
longandfoster.com.

Stormwater Master Plan

Improvements include tot and school-age playgrounds; new picnic shelter, two lighted hard-surface courts; a lighted synthetic turf field; sports lighting; two adult
outdoor fitness components; lawn area; site furnishings; full and improved ADA accessibility and extensive landscaping. Rocky Run Park is located at 1109 N.
Barton St. in the Courthouse area.

Bill Thomas Awardees Honored

T

he Arlington County
Board and the Parks
and Recreation Commission
honored the 2013 Bill Thomas
Outstanding Park Service
Volunteer Award winners
during the Board’s April
Recessed Board Meeting.

Keith Fred

For 13 years, Keith
Fred has been organizing
dog park clean-ups and
donating materials to the
Shirlington Community
Canine Area. He also helped
form the Shirlington Dogs II
group of volunteers to help
maintain the park. Mr. Fred’s
outstanding efforts on behalf
of Arlington’s dog parks have

brought happiness and exercise
into the lives of hundreds of
thousands of dogs and the
people who love them.

Peter Jones

Since taking up Bonsai as
a hobby in 1972, Peter Jones
has conducted countless
community workshops, classes
and one-on-one trainings
for Arlingtonians. Mr. Jones
advocated for the inclusion
of the educational display
gardens of dwarf evergreens
and conifers at the Walter
Reed Community Center, and
organized a group of dedicated
volunteers to maintain the
space.

Arlington Regional Master
Naturalist (ARMN)

Arlington County is updating the
Stormwater Master Plan, which charts
a path to achieving a more sustainable
community by comprehensively managing
both the quantity and quality of urban
runoff. The plan will come before the
County Board for adoption in July.
This comprehensive assessment of the
County’s storm sewer system, streams
and stormwater facilities provides critical
information to manage the system
in the coming years. To learn more
about the proposed projects, including
stream restoration projects, storm sewer
upgrades and green streets, and review
the plan visit projects.arlingtonva.us;
search “stormwater master plan.”

CITIZEN

Arlington Regional Master
THE
Naturalist (ARMN) volunteers have
been supporting Arlington’s natural
News and information for Arlington residents ... since 1972
environment for the past seven years.
Volunteers engage in environmental
stewardship, education and citizen
See You in September
science projects. To become an
No issue in July-August
Arlington Regional Master Naturalist,
volunteers must complete a four-month
The Citizen newsletter breaks
training course taught by recognized
from its bimonthly publication
experts in all aspects of natural history
schedule.
and provide a minimum of 40 hours of
Worried you won’t be able to get the
environmental service annually. n
latest information about the County?
Visit www.arlingtonva.us for the
latest news, videos and more.
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Bike To Work Day, May 16. Sign up at www.BiketoworkmetroDC.org
Upcoming bike classes: May 17, May 18 and June 8, www.BikeArlington.com/education
Catch “BikeSwell”, a 30 minute movie following the bike revolution in Arlington, www.BikeSwell.com

Protected Bike Lanes

I

n the last few years, bike lane design
has seen big changes in cities across
the United States. The most notable
change is the emergence of protected
bike lanes. This relatively simple layout
option is based on the concept that
streets should be designed for safe use
by all people, not just for cars, and
that physical separation is the best way
to accomplish this. Since Arlington is
committed to a Complete Streets policy
(streets should be planned, designed,
operated and maintained for all users)
and providing safe streets for a broad
range of users, protected bike lanes are
a perfect fit.

What is a protected
bike lane?

Protected bike lanes, also known as
cycletracks, green lanes and separated
bike lanes, go above and beyond the
painted bike lanes that we typically
see on Arlington streets and provide
physical separation between people
on bikes and motor vehicles. The
separation can be provided in a number
of ways including:
• Plastic bollards or “flex posts”
• Landscaping and large planters

• Curbs
• Car parking
There are some examples nearby
in the District of Columbia, such as
15th Street, which uses car parking
as the separator, and L Street which
uses plastic bollards. There are many
other successful examples around
the country, including in New York
City, Chicago, San Francisco, Austin,
Memphis and Indianapolis.

What are Arlington’s plans
for protected bike lanes?

Why do we need them?

Protected bike lanes are a big
upgrade over traditional painted
bike lanes because they provide all
road users with more confidence
and reassurance. This is especially
important to the many people who
fall into the large “interested but
concerned” category (see sidebar, How
Do You Feel About Biking?). They go
a long way towards making getting
around by bike a realistic option for
the majority of people, including those
who are not experienced cyclists.
Protected bike lanes contribute to
making our streets safer, calmer, easier
to understand and more useable for
people from age 8 to 80. You shouldn’t

Conventional bike lane. Only a painted white separates cyclists from moving vehicles. Adjacent parked
cars create a dangerous “door zone.” Image credit: NACTO.

Protected bike lane. Physical separation between cyclists and moving vehicles, in this case by planters
and parked cars. Image credit: NACTO.
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repeatedly was “I think it’s great, they
just need their own space.” Protected
bike lanes do this, to the benefit of all
road users.

Protected Bike Lane on 15th Street in Washington,
D.C. Image credit: Paulo Couto, District Department
of Transportation

have to be young, brave and athletic to
get from A to B on a bike.
Well-designed protected bike lanes
also have been shown to create more
order and predictability on the streets.
Cyclists tend to behave themselves and
do a better job of following the rules
when they are using properly designed
and separated facilities. Drivers also
appreciate a sense of order and clarity
that the separation provides. In fact,
recent studies from New York1 and
Chicago2 found that adding protected
bike lanes had little to no effect on
vehicle travel time.
Arlington has a great framework of
off-street trails for biking and walking,
but the trails can’t go everywhere.
Protected bike lanes bring the separated
trail-like experience to the streets and
extend the network of comfortable,
easy to use bike facilities to more
places that people want to go.
Protected bike lanes are good for
the local economy. Money talks—so
this is a benefit of protected bike lanes
that everyone can appreciate. Recent
studies3,4 and examples show that
when an area becomes more bikeable
and walkable, there is an economic
boost to local business. Local stores
become more accessible and appealing,
plus saving on gas and parking costs
means people have a few extra dollars
to spend. Companies like to locate
in areas that are walk- and bikefriendly because it improves their
ability to recruit and maintain talented
employees. In general, protected bike
lanes are quality of life improvements
for everyone, and this leads to a strong
local economy.
On top of all that, Arlington
needs protected bike lanes because
people want them – even drivers!
BikeArlington recently went out into
the community to interview drivers
and ask them what they think of all the
cyclists in Arlington. What we heard

The first protected bike lanes in
Arlington are planned for the Crystal
City area. These include Eads Street,
Hayes Street, Clark Street and Army
Navy Drive. They will be carefully
studied to evaluate their impact on
safety, the local economy, traffic flow
and mode choice (drive, transit, bike
or walk). If the results are favorable,
expect to see more protected bike lanes
on County streets in upcoming years.
If you can ride a bike, you should
be able to use that bike to get around,
go shopping, go to school, go to work
or run errands easily and comfortably.
Protected bike lanes help make this
possible for more people. Look for them
coming soon to an Arlington street
near you. n

How Do You Feel
About Biking?

This framework for explaining the
four types of people with respect to
biking was developed by Portland’s
Bicycle Coordinator, Roger Geller,
and has become widely accepted.
Protected bike lanes are particularly
important in helping the large
group of “interested but concerned”
feel comfortable and confident
enough to make more trips by bike.
The definitions of the four types are:
• Strong and fearless – willing to
ride almost anywhere, don’t need
special accommodation.
• Enthused and confident – motivated
to ride but appreciate some
bicycle-specific infrastructure.
• Interested but concerned – would
ride more if it were safer and
more comfortable to do so.
• No way no how – have no interest
in biking.

1. www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/2011_columbus_assessment.pdf
2. www.chicagobikes.org/pdf/Kinzie_Initial_Findings.pdf
3. www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/2012-10-measuring-the-street.pdf
4. www.cleanairpartnership.org/pdf/bike-lanes-parking.pdf

2013 Annual

WATER QUALITY REPORT

Arlington’s High-Quality Water
This annual “Consumer
Confidence Report,” required by
the Safe Drinking Water Act, tells
you where your water comes from,
what our tests show about it and
other things you should know
about drinking water.
Arlington’s Department of
Environmental Services (DES)

provides residents with a safe and
reliable supply of high-quality
drinking water. DES tests County
water using sophisticated equipment
and advanced procedures. Our water
meets all state and federal standards
for quality. View this report online at
water.arlingtonva.us; search “water
quality report.“

Notice to building managers for office, commercial and multifamily
residential buildings: Please share the information in this Water
Quality report with all occupants of your facility. Contact the Water
Control Center at 703-228-6555 for additional information or copies of
this report.
Aviso a los administradores de edificios de oficinas, propiedades
comerciales y unidades residenciales: Por favor comparta la
información de este informe sobre la Calidad del Agua con los
ocupantes de su establecimiento. Comuníquese con el Centro Para
Control del Agua al 703-228-6555 para mayor información o para
recibir copias de este informe.

This is one of several pumps at the Lee Pumping Station, which was upgraded in 2011.
Arlington’s Water Quality Technician Ronald Vaughn verifies the disinfectant
concentration at a water quality testing site.

Where Arlington’s Water Comes From
Arlington
County purchases
its water from
the Washington
Aqueduct Division
of the Army Corps
of Engineers.
The Washington
Aqueduct operates
two water treatment plants in the
District of Columbia. The plants
treat water from a surface water
source, the Potomac River.
Arlington’s water is treated at
the Dalecarlia Treatment Plant
located on MacArthur Boulevard
in Northwest Washington. The
Interstate Commission on the
Potomac River Basin conducted
a Source Water Assessment of
the Potomac River watershed
in April 2002. The assessment

What’s in the Water?

T

identified urban runoff, toxic
spills, agriculture and inadequate
wastewater treatment as potential
contamination sources to the water
supply. Contact the Interstate
Commission on the Potomac River
Basin at 301-984-1908 for more
information.
Arlington County maintains
water quality assurance through
our regular water distribution and
storage evaluations and routine
water sampling analysis.

he sources of drinking
water — both tap water and
bottled water — include rivers, lakes,
streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs
and wells. As water travels over
the surface of the land or through
the ground, it dissolves naturally
occurring minerals and, in some
cases, radioactive material. The water
also can pick up substances resulting
from animals or human activity.
Contaminants that may be present
in source water include:
• Microbial contaminants, such as
viruses and bacteria, which may
come from sewage treatment
plants, septic systems, agricultural
livestock operations and wildlife.

• Pesticides and herbicides, which may
come from a variety of sources such
as agriculture, urban stormwater
runoff and residential uses.

• Inorganic contaminants, such as
salts and metals, which can be
naturally occurring or result from
urban stormwater runoff, industrial
or domestic wastewater discharges,
oil and gas production, mining, or
farming.

The water treatment process
removes contaminants, making
Arlington’s water safe to drink.

• Organic chemical contaminants,
including synthetic and volatile
organic chemicals, which are byproducts of industrial processes
and petroleum production, and
can also come from gas stations,
urban stormwater runoff and septic
systems.
• Radioactive contaminants,
which can be naturally
occurring or the result of
oil and gas production and mining
activities.
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How to Read This Table

Important Health Information

S

ource water is tested for
Cryptosporidium, a parasite that
has caused outbreaks of intestinal
disease in the United States and
overseas. It is common in surface
water, difficult to kill, and even the
best water system will contain some
live parasites. The Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) is currently
working to improve the control of

U.S. EPA

microbial pathogens, namely the
protozoan Cryptosporidium, in
drinking water. The Potomac River
source was monitored monthly at
Great Falls for Cryptosporidium
during 2013 and none was detected.
No precaution about County drinking
water is currently necessary for the
general public.

It’s easy! Our water is tested to ensure it’s
safe and healthy. Test results from 2013 are
presented in the table (footnotes below).
The column marked GOAL shows the
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal or MCLG.
This is the level of a contaminant in drinking
water below which there is no known or
expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a
margin of safety.
The column marked MAXIMUM ALLOWED
is the Maximum Contaminant Level or MCL.
This is the highest level of a contaminant
that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are
set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using
the best available treatment technology.
MAXIMUM RESIDUAL DISINFECTANT
LEVEL (MRDL) is the highest level of a
residual disinfectant that is allowed in
drinking water.

These people should seek advice from
their health care providers about
drinking water.
EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate
means to lessen the risk of infection
by Cryptosporidium and other
microbial contaminants are available
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline,
800-426-4791.

Unit

Hardness

128 mg/L
or 7.5 grains/gal

pH

7.7

Chloramine Residual

2.8 ppm

Fluoride

0.7 ppm

Sodium1

22 ppm

Nickel

2.1 ppb

Calcium

39 mg/L

Chloride

32 mg/L

Magnesium

7 mg/L

Sulfate

47 mg/L

Although sodium is not regulated by an MCL, the
EPA’s Fall 2009 Drinking Water Advisory Table
identifies 20 mg/L as a health-based value for a
person on a 500 mg/day restricted sodium diet.

Goal (MCLG)

Max. Allowed (MCL)

Detected Level

Range of Levels Detected

to contain at least small amounts of
some contaminants. The presence of
contaminants does not necessarily
indicate that water poses a health risk.
Call the EPA’s Safe Drinking
Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791 for
information about contaminants and
potential health effects.

Arsenic

ppb

0

10

0.8

ND - 0.8

Atrazine

ppb

3

3

0.06

ND – 0.06

Runoff from herbicide used on row crops

Barium

ppm

2

2

0.04

0.02 – 0.04

Discharge of drilling waste from metal refineries2

Beta/photon Emitters3

pCi/L

0

504

3.2

ND – 3.2

Chromium

ppb

100

100

4

ND – 4

Fluoride

ppm

4.0

4.0

0.5

0.5 – 0.8

Decay of natural and man-made deposits
Discharge from steel and pulp mills2

10

10

3

0.5 – 3

Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from septic tanks, sewage

Nitrite (as Nitrogen)

ppm

1

1

0.02

ND – 0.02

Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from septic tanks, sewage

Selenium

ppb

50

50

1

ND – 1

Total Organic Carbon (TOC)

ppm

n/a

Running annual average removal ratio is required to be greater
TT		
than 1.0. Removal ratio actually achieved ≥1.39

Turbidity5

NTU

n/a

0.09 = highest single measurement. Lowest monthly percentage of
TT		

Uranium

ppb

0

30

samples meeting turbidity requirements = 100%

0.1

ND – 0.1

2

Discharge from petroleum, mines and metal refineries
Naturally present in the environment
Soil runoff
2

FINISHED WATER CHARACTERISTICS, DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM MONITORING
Unit

Goal (MCLG)

Max. Allowed (MCL)

Detected Level

Range of Levels Detected

Source of Substance

Copper

ppm

1.3

AL – 1.3

0.07

0.01 - 0.15

Leaching from wood preservatives; corrosion of household plumbing2

Lead

ppb

0

AL – 15

1.8

0.11 – 16.6

Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from septic tanks;
corrosion of household plumbing2

Total Coliform8

n/a

0

10

ND

Naturally present in the environment

Chloramines9

ppm

(MRDLG) 4

(MRDL) 4

2.8

ND – 4.2

Water additive used to control microbes

9

TTHM

ppb

n/a

80

36

13 - 57

By-product of drinking water chlorination

HAA59

ppb

n/a

60

28

10 - 40

By-product of drinking water chlorination

0.0%

TABLE FOOTNOTES

Notice About Perchlorate

All test results are from 2013, unless otherwise noted
Erosion of natural deposits or products
3
Triennial radionuclide monitoring was performed in 2011.
4
The MCL for beta and photon emitters is 4 mrem/year and EPA considers 50 pCi/L to be the level of concern
for beta/photon emitters. Because the beta particle results were below 50 pCi/L, no testing for individual
beta particle constituents was required.
5
Turbidity is the measure of cloudiness of the water. We monitor it because it is a good indicator of the
effectiveness of the filtration process. The turbidity level of filtered water shall be less than or equal to 0.3
NTU in at least 95% of the measurements taken each month, and shall at no time exceed 1 NTU.
6
The Detected Level represents the 90th percentile value. None of the 51 samples tested for copper exceeded
the current Action Level of 1.3 ppm. Most recent testing for this parameter was 2013.
7
The Detected Level represents the 90th percentile value. One of the 51 samples (2% of the sample set)
tested for lead exceeded the current Action Level of 15 ppb. Most recent testing for this parameter was 2013.
8
The Detected Level represents the highest monthly percentage of positive results.
9
The Detected Level represents the highest running annual compliance average during calendar year.
10
Less than 5% of monthly samples contain coliform bacteria
1
2

Perchlorate is a naturally occurring as well as
man-made compound. Its presence in drinking
water is currently unregulated and utilities are
not required to monitor for it. The Washington
Aqueduct has been voluntarily monitoring
for perchlorate since 2002. The EPA initially
established a reference dose of 24.5 parts per
billion (ppb) for perchlorate and beginning in
2009 has proposed an interim health advisory
of 15 ppb. A reference dose is a scientific
estimate of daily exposure level that is not
expected to cause adverse health effects in
humans. The reference dose concentration was

O

n May 1, 2014, the water rate
will increase to $4.10 per 1,000
gallons of metered water consumption
and the sewer rate will increase to
$8.94 per 1,000 gallons. The last
increase was in May 2012. Water/sewer
fees are the main source of revenue
for the Utilities Fund, which pays for
the operations and maintenance of
the County’s water distribution and
sewage collection systems and the
Water Pollution Control Plant, as well
as wholesale water purchases from
the Washington Aqueduct. Utilities
Fund revenues also pay for debt
service and a transfer to the utilities
capital fund to finance projects that
maintain, upgrade, and expand the
County’s water, sewer and wastewater
infrastructure.

used in EPA’s efforts to address perchlorate in
drinking water and to establish the interim health
advisory.
The source and treated water samples collected in
2013 from the Dalecarlia treatment plant showed
only trace amounts of perchlorate. The highest
level detected was 1.4 ppb. If you have
special health concerns, you may want to get
additional information from the EPA at
www.water.epa.gov/drink/contaminants/
unregulated/perchlorate.cfm or contact the EPA’s
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

Each year, the County Board
approves the water rate and a separate
sanitary sewer rate. Both charges
are based on the amount of water
registered on the water meter that is
adjacent to a residence or business.
Every three months, residents in
duplex and single-family homes
receive utilities bills from the County.
The utilities bills include charges for
water, sewer and refuse services. Need

Simple Steps to Save Water
and Lower Your Bill
• Repair leaks in faucets, toilets
and hoses.
• Install more efficient water
fixtures, such as aerators and
low-volume toilets.
• Run your clothes washer and
dishwasher only when full.
• Take shorter showers.
• Turn off the water while you
brush your teeth, shave and
shampoo your hair.
• Conserve when watering your
lawn — use only what is needed,
prevent run-off and avoid
watering during the heat of the
day. Reminder: There are no
credits available to sewer charges
for water used for irrigation.
more information? Call 703-228-6570
with questions about your water and
sewer bills. Or go to water.arlingtonva.
us; click “customer service.”

Water additive which promotes strong teeth; discharge from
fertilizer and aluminum factories

ppm

7

drinking water, but cannot control the
variety of materials used in plumbing
components. When your water has
been sitting for several hours, you can
minimize the potential for lead exposure
by flushing your tap for 15 to 30 seconds
or until it becomes cold or reaches a
steady temperature before using water for
drinking or cooking. If you are concerned
about lead in your water, you may wish to
have your water tested. Information on
lead in drinking water, testing methods and
steps you can take to minimize exposure
is available from the Safe Drinking Water
Hotline at www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Run off from orchards, glass and electronic produced waste2

Nitrate (as Nitrogen)

Substance

Lead in Drinking Water

Source of Substance

Antimony
ppb
6
6
0.1
ND – 0.1
Discharge from petroleum refineries; fire retardants;
							
ceramics; electronics; solder

6

8

Increase for FY 2014

Measuring the rates

						

EPA Regulations

The US EPA finalized Lead and Copper
Rule Short-Term Regulatory Revisions and
Clarifications in October 2007 with one
of its goals being to improve customer
awareness. Hundreds of water samples have
been taken throughout Arlington County
to determine the lead concentration in our
water. Historically, these concentrations
have been below the action level for lead.
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause
serious health problems, especially for
pregnant women and young children. Lead
in drinking water is primarily from materials
and components associated with service
lines and home plumbing. Arlington County
is responsible for providing high quality

Water and Sewer Rates

AVERAGE LEVELS OF COMPOUNDS IN
ARLINGTON DRINKING WATER

FINISHED WATER CHARACTERISTICS, TREATMENT PLANT MONITORING

Advice for Special Populations

To ensure tap water is safe to
drink, the EPA mandates regulations
that limit the amount of certain
contaminants in water provided by
public water systems. FDA regulations
establish limits for contaminants in
bottled water, which must provide the
same protection for public health.
Drinking water, including bottled
water, may reasonably be expected

NOTE: Arlington County had no positive
samples from 1473 samples for total coliform
in the calendar year 2013. There were no
detections of E coli in any of the monthly
samples during the calendar year 2013.

Summary of 2013 Water Quality Data1
Substance

Some people may be more
vulnerable to contaminants in drinking
water than the general population.
Immuno-compromised persons such
as persons with cancer undergoing
chemotherapy, persons who have
undergone organ transplants, people
with HIV/AIDS or other immune
system disorders, some elderly and
infants can be at risk from infections.

PICOCURIES PER LITER (PCI/L) is a measure
of the radioactivity in water.
The column marked DETECTED LEVEL shows
the results observed in our water during the
most recent round of testing.
SOURCE OF SUBSTANCE provides an
explanation of the typical natural or manmade origins of the contaminant.
ACTION LEVEL (AL) is the concentration of
a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers
treatment or other requirements that a water
system must follow.
TREATMENT TECHNIQUE (TT) is a required
process intended to reduce the level of a
contaminant in drinking water.

MAXIMUM RESIDUAL DISINFECTANT LEVEL
GOAL (MRDLG) is the level of residual disinfectant
below which there is no known or expected risk
to health. MRDLGs allow for a margin of safety.
NON-DETECTS (ND) – lab analysis indicates the
contaminant is not present.
NEPHELOMETRIC TURBIDITY UNIT (NTU) is
a measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity in
excess of 5 NTU is just noticeable to the average
person.
PARTS PER MILLION (PPM) OR MILLIGRAMS
PER LITER (MG/L) corresponds to one minute in
two years or a single penny in $10,000.
PARTS PER BILLION (PPB) corresponds to
one minute in 2,000 years, or a single penny in
$10,000,000.
PARTS PER TRILLION (PPT) corresponds to one
minute in 2,000,000 years, or a single penny in
$10,000,000,000.

Stay Hydrated with TapIt

H

ave you
ever
wondered
where to refill
your water
bottle when
you are out
walking or
biking around
Arlington? Now there is an easy way
to find out. Arlington is a partner in
the TapIt program, which is a network
of businesses that allow people to refill
water bottles on site. Users can search
for locations online at www.tapitwater.
com, or by using a free mobile phone
app.
In Arlington County, there are
twenty two businesses participating in
the TapIt program thus far. At a TapIt
business partner, you are welcome to
refill your reusable water bottle.

Want to find out where you can refill your water
bottle while on the road? Download the app and
find out:
iPhone: http://bit.ly/1iCYONv
Android: http://bit.ly/QVrcjh

Because of consistent compliance and results below the
Maximum Contaminant Level, Lead and Copper Sampling
will only take place every three years.
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Valve Inspection

More than going with the flow

A

rlington County’s capital
improvement program supports
the improvement of the water system’s
asset management program, which
includes the maintenance of water
mains, pumps, tanks and valves.
The County’s water distribution
system consists of approximately 500
miles of pipes and 17,000 valves with
an average system age of 56 years.
Water pipes make up the distribution
system, while valves regulate the water
flow through the network. Aging at the
same rate as the distribution system,
valves need significant monitoring to
determine where enhancements are
needed.

In spring 2013, the County embarked on a distribution valve inspection program,
which involved visiting every valve on the street and assess its overall condition. The inspectors use a handheld device to record the valve information into
a database; the collected data is then used to develop an action plan for valve
maintenance.

Water and Sewer Service Laterals
How we’re all connected

W

ater and sanitary sewer systems
are key pieces of infrastructure;
there are approximately 500 miles of
water pipes and 465 miles of sewer
pipes in Arlington. County maintained
pipes typically run in the public rightof-way along the front of the properties
they serve. The pipes that connect the
main to the structure being serviced
are known as water and sanitary sewer
service laterals. The maintenance
responsibility/ownership for these pipes
depends on whether the pipe is a water
or sanitary sewer service lateral.

for the meter, meter box, and the
section of pipe that runs from the
distribution main to the meter. The
remaining pipe connecting the meter
box to the structure being serviced is
privately owned and maintained. If
you ever notice a damaged meter cover
or suspect a water leak on the private
portion of the service you can call 703228-6570, and staff will replace the
meter box lid. Staff can also determine
if the leak is registering on the meter.

Water service

The pipe connecting the structure
being serviced to the sewer main
provided by the County is known as
a sanitary sewer lateral. The sewer
lateral, including the connection to
the County main, is privately owned
and maintained. If you ever experience
a sewer backup, call 703-228-6555
before contacting a plumber, and staff
will assess if the public sewer main is
clear and flowing normally.

Water service is comprised of
three parts:
• the section of pipe connecting the
distribution system main to a box
containing a water meter,
• the meter box, and
• the section of pipe connecting the
meter to the structure being serviced
The County owns and is responsible

Sanitary service

All valves are ranked based on their condition. If staff encounters a broken valve, it is repaired as quickly as possible. Benefits of implementing
such an extensive assessment program include ensuring higher distribution system reliability and improving the system isolation capability especially during a water main break to minimize the number of impacted
customers.

Upgrades at the Water
Pollution Control Plant

Benefits residents and water quality

T

he Water Pollution Control Plant
(WPCP) improvement project
to reduce the levels of pollutants
entering Four Mile Run was
completed in early 2014. The project,
which began in 2001, aligns with the
Plant’s mission of safely protecting
public health and the environment.
The upgrades included:
• Increasing the capacity of the plant
to handle daily peaks in flow and
Arlington’s increasing population
by adding more treatment tanks to
the existing processes.
• Building a new Wet Weather
Filtration Facility to better treat the
wastewater during extreme weather
events.
• Adding new denitrification filters
to increase the removal of nitrogen
from wastewater.

component in the reduction of spikes in
flow coming into the plant. Together,
these improvements have the added
benefit of allowing us to more easily
comply with regulations.
The upgrades to the sewer system
and the Plant are vital in protecting
Four Mile Run and the Chesapeake
Bay from pollution. Pollutants like
those found in untreated wastewater
can result in algae blooms and low
dissolved oxygen, both of which can
harm aquatic life and reduce water
quality.
Future upgrades will focus on
replacing aging infrastructure and
ensuring compliance with any changes
in the regulations.
For more information about the
WPCP, or to schedule a tour, call
703-228-6874.

The ongoing rehabilitation of the
sanitary sewer system is also a critical

Private responsibility
County responsibility

Water meter

Water main

Water service lateral
Sewer service lateral
Sewer main
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The denitrification filters remove particulates
in the water while removing nitrogen, yieling
an effluent quality that is better than state
standards.

The rebar is laid for the equalization
tank at the corner of South Glebe
Road and South Eads Street before the
concrete slab is poured.
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A new waste reduction program for residential curbside collection residents will launch in July. This new year-round yard
waste collection program could possibly divert an additional 9,000 tons of compostable material and increase the residential
recycling rate by up to 13 percent. For more details on the program visit: recycling.arlingtonva.us; search “yard waste.”

Events Around Arlington
MAY
Kate Samwoth, Aviary
Wonders Inc.: An artist
and illustrator interested
in story-telling and the natural
world. Aviary Wonders Inc. is a darkhumored catalog and instruction
manual inspired by Kate’s awareness
of the environmental challenges
surrounding various bird populations.
Free. Works In Progress Gallery at
Artisphere. www.artisphere.com.
Through June 15.

7

Fermata: Artisphere’s first
exhibition dedicated entirely
to sound, borrows its title
from an articulation mark in musical
notation that roughly translates to
sustaining a note or rest beyond
what its value indicates. Fermata is a
celebration of individuals using
sound in a variety of disciplines.
Free. Artisphere Terrace Gallery.
www.artisphere.com. Through Aug. 10

8

Postsecret + Morley,
An Evening of Artistic
Confession: Post Secret will
join street artist, Morley, for a onenight event. They will share stories,
secrets and insight into their approach
to art and community. Free pre-show
event with Morley creating a street
art collage live on stage, accompanied
by live music from Chicago-based
vocalist, Kiara Lanier. Free pre-show
event at 7 p.m. in the Lower Town
Hall. 8 p.m. $10. Dome Theater at
Artisphere. www.artisphere.com

30

JUNE
DC Record Fair: DC’s ONLY
Record Fair features 40
or more record dealers,
hundreds of crates of records, live DJ
sets, a bar, food, and film screenings
and special musical guests. There will
also be a special 2:30 p.m. screening
of Led Zeppelin Played Here followed
by a talk with director, Jeff Krulik and
musician/ Dischord Records co-owner,
Ian MacKaye.11 a.m.-5 p.m. $5 until
noon and $2 from 125 p.m. Ballroom and Dome Theatre at
Artisphere. www.artisphere.com

1

Upside Down Noon:
California born, New Yorkbased artist Christine Sun
Kim uses technology to investigate
and rationalize her relationship with
sound and spoken languages. Deaf
from birth, Kim explores the concept
of sound through her work, including
its characteristics and ownership
which often are taken for granted by
those with ability to hear. Free.Works
in Progress Gallery at Artishpere.
www.artisphere.com. Through Aug. 17

18

ON/OFF: Artisphere, along
with Sasha
Lord, presents
a special one-night
experiential sensory
event featuring
three connected
performances based on sound, each
showcasing a unique approach 7 p.m.
$12. Black Box Theatre at Artisphere.
www.artisphere.com

26

Grilling Safety

JULY
Debo Band: An 11-member
group led by EthiopianAmerican saxophonist
Danny Mekonnen and fronted
by charismatic vocalist Bruck
Tesfaye. Since their inception in
2006, the band has won critical
acclaim for their groundbreaking
take on Ethiopian pop music
which incorporates traditional
scales and vocal styles alongside
American soul and funk rhythms,
and instrumentation reminiscent of
Eastern European brass bands. With
special guests Feedel Band and DJ
Underdog. 8 p.m. $15 in advance and
$18 day of. Ballroom at Artisphere.
www.artisphere.com

27

28

Improvements Coming to Tennis Courts
• Towers Park: In the spring the park
will reopen with four renovated
tennis courts, two practice tennis
courts and a basketball court. You’ll
also see new court lighting; fencing;
site furnishings; paths, a picnic
shelter and landscaping (behind the
scenes we’ve improved storm water
management).

• Propane and charcoal BBQ grills
should only be used outdoors.
• Place the grill 15 feet from the home,
deck railings — and out from under
eaves and overhanging branches.

12

iCan Bike: iCan Bike
camp is designed to help
individuals with disabilities
(ages 8+) learn how to ride a bike
independently. Spotters are needed
to run alongside the riders as they
learn, providing physical and
emotional support. Are you an
interested rider? Email TRInfo@
arlingtonva.us. Interested volunteers
(Ages 16+) should email Hkihm@
arlingtonva.us. Through Aug. 1

29

Safety tips

A

4

6th Annual Firefly Festival:
Celebrate summer’s natural
night lights. We’ll have
lots of ways to have fun and learn
all about the critters that light up
the night. Events include; bug hunts,
games, crafts, walks, and talks about
fireflies. Bring your picnic blanket
and dinner to enjoy as we wait for
the sun to go down and the lights to
come out. Cancelled if raining. 7:309:30 p.m. $7. Fort C.F. Smith, 2411 N.
24th St. 703-228-6535

resulting in up to a year jail time and
$2,500 fine.

ccording to the National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA),
grills, hibachis or barbeques cause an
average of 8,600 home fires every year.
In addition, 16,600 people visit the
emergency room annually because of
burn injuries involving grills.
Arlington County Fire Prevention
Code prohibits using gas or charcoal
grills on balconies of garden
apartments and high-rises unless the
balcony is protected by an automatic
sprinkler system. Violations can be
considered a Class 1 Misdemeanor

3rd Annual 4th of July
Celebration: Activities
will include live music
from local bands, a food truck rally,
family games, moon bounces, social
sports and lots more. Free shuttles
will operate continuously from
Crystal City and Pentagon City Metro
stations. 4-10 p.m. Free. Long Bridge
Park 475 Long Bridge Dr. parks.
arlingtonva.us/july-4th-celebrationlong-bridge-park

• Virginia Highlands: Court updates
will begin this fall. Improvements
will be made on six tennis courts,
two tennis practice courts, two
basketball courts and there will be a
new youth half basketball court.

• Keep children and pets at least 3 feet
away from the grill.
• Keep your grill clean by removing
grease or fat buildup from the grills
and in trays below the grill.
• Never leave your grill unattended.
• Open the lid before lighting your
gas grill.
More information is available
at fire.arlingtonva.us; search
“grilling safety.” n

H

arsh weather conditions and
daily use can be rough on our
basketball and tennis court surfaces.
Throughout the spring and summer,
Arlington plans to resurface at least 20
tennis courts and six basketball courts.
Coming your way:

• Woodstock and Gunston Parks:
Construction will begin this fall for
new and reconstructed basketball
courts.
For more information visit projects.
arlingtonva.us. n

38th Annual County Fair Aug. 6-10: Join your neighbors at Thomas Jefferson Community Center (3501 S 2nd St.
Arlington, VA 22204) and spend a fun filled day, educating, entertaining and showcasing the best of Arlington. Great food,
rides and more! Shuttles available throughout Arlington. More info: arlingtoncountyfair.us.

Doggie Dining

Dogs allowed at a growing number of Arlington restaurants

T

o allow dogs in outdoor dining
areas, restaurants must receive a
variance from the County and agree to
conditions that minimize risks to the
dining public’s health and safety.
Remember that dogs are not allowed
on chairs, seats, benches or tables and
must remain on a leash and under the
control of an adult at all times.
Restaurants with variance for
“Doggie Dining” (updated 3/24/2014)
• American Seafood

• Il Forno Restaurant

• American Tap Room

• Samuel Beckett’s Irish Pub

• Arlington Capital View
Renaissance & Residence Inn

• Sawatdee Thai

• Arlington Capital View
Renaissance – Illy

• Sine Irish Pub & Restaurant

• Asia Bistro
• California Pizza Kitchen
• California Tortilla (Crystal City)
• Chasin’ Tails
• Elevation Burger
• Faccia Luna

New Bikeometer

• Jay’s Saloon & Grille
• Lyon Hall
• Mexicali Blues Restaurant & Bar
• Nando’s Peri Peri
• Rappahannock Coffee
• Rhodeside Grill
• Rockland BBQ and Grill
• Saigon Saigon

• Screwtop Winebar
• Thai at Corner Restaurant
• THAI Shirlington
• The Green Turtle
• The Liberty Tavern
• William Jeffrey’s Tavern

With County Board Member J. Walter Tejada looks
on as Arlington County Board Chair Jay Fisette
unveils the new Bikeometer, a totem display that
counts passing bicyclists in real time and displays
cumulative daily, monthly and year-to-date counts.

Unveiled on April 1, the County’s new Bikeometer is
a totem that displays counts of passing bicyclists in
real time as well as cumulative daily, monthly and
year-to-date counts.

• World of Beer n

• House of Steep

Junior Jam Summer Program

L

ooking for an exciting, wellrounded program for your 11-16
year old? The Junior Jam drop-in
program is ideal for kids who already
have a busy summer schedule but still
want to make new friends and enjoy
summer favorites such as field trips,
special events, sports, swimming,
music, arts, cooking projects, group
games, tournaments and more. Sign up
for all eight weeks for a low, one- time
registration fee of $46 for Arlington
residents (extra cost for trips).
Note: while teens are encouraged
to stay at the site, this is a drop-in
program that allows teens to come
and go. For youth needing more
accountability, consider a camp
program that requires parental consent
to leave during the program hours.

Behind the Scenes

Don’t let the fee be a barrier. Arlington
County residents may request a fee
reduction.
For program information call Edson
Bravo at 703-228-7783, or visit parks.
arlingtonva.us; search “junior jam.”
To register call 703-228-PLAY or
visit registration.arlingtonva.us. n

FitArlington Healthy Vending Machines

The County is making it easier
to access healthier snacks and
beverages in vending machines.
Check out a FitArlington machine
near you, at:
• Most community centers
• Public schools
• Aquatic centers
• Parks like Long Bridge and
Bluemont
• Central Library

With funding support in part from the Virginia Foundation for
Healthy Youth the list keeps growing! More information at:

Here’s a quick behind-the-scenes look at how The
Citizen newsletter is printed. Above, pressmen use
console-operated color registration controls to make
quick adjustments. Right: newsprint weaves through
a five-color tower, 25-unit Goss Web Press to produce
this newsletter.

parks.arlingtonva.us/
healthy-vending-initiative
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APS News
Your School Board

Congratulations to the Class of 2014! Over 1,300 seniors will graduate
from APS on June 19. To view photos and video from the graduation
and promotion ceremonies, visit www.apsva.us/graduation.

Learning Is Continuous
READ About It!

by Dr. Pat Murphy, Superintendent

T

Abby Raphael, Chair
James Lander, Vice Chair

Members, L to R: Sally Baird, Noah
Simon, Emma Violand-Sánchez

School Board Office:
1426 N. Quincy St.
Arlington, Va. 22207
703-228-6015 (voice)
703-228-7640 (fax)
E-mail: school.board@apsva.us
Citizens who wish to meet with a Board
member may do so on a walk-in basis
during Open Office Hours on Monday
from 5-7 p.m. on days when school is in
session. School Board members can also
meet by appointment with small groups of
individuals to discuss issues or positions. If
Monday is a holiday, Open Office Hours are
held the following Tuesday from 8:30-11:30
a.m.
School Board Meetings:
Arlington School Board meeting dates, times,
agendas and other information are available
online at www.apsva.us/schoolboard.

Spring CIP Dates
On May 8, Superintendent Dr. Pat
Murphy presented his 10-year Capital
Improvement Plan (CIP) to the School
Board. Additional upcoming CIP dates
include:
May 13
School Board Work
Session #1
May 20

School Board Work
Session #2

May 21

Joint County Board/
School Board CIP
Work Session

May 22

Public Hearing on
Proposed CIP

May 27

School Board Work
Session #3

June 10

School Board Work
Session #4

June 17

School Board Expected
to Adopt CIP

Additional information is available
online at www.apsva.us/moreseats.

hank you for the past school
year. On behalf of the school
division, I appreciate the support that
families and the community continue
to provide our public schools. As we
begin to wrap up the year, it is time to
celebrate the accomplishments of our
students – many will be moving on to
new opportunities or transitioning from
elementary, middle, and high school
while others will be preparing to join
us for the first time in the fall.
The summer is a great time to
explore other learning opportunities
and avenues to discover individual
areas of interest.

Family Support

I invite families to talk with your
children about how learning can
continue beyond the classroom this
summer to prepare them for another
successful year. Recently, there has
been a wealth of information indicating
that when young children engage in
learning activities during the summer,
it helps them to continue to advance
academically and sets them up in a very
positive way for the next school year.

APS Support

One opportunity that we promote in
Arlington Public Schools is the variety
of summer programming available

through our rich summer
school offerings:
www.apsva.us/
summerschool. We also
have several reading
activities in collaboration
with the Arlington Public
Libraries, our own school
libraries and many other
school-sponsored events
and programs. Visit the
public library website
for more information at
http://library.arlingtonva.us/.

Community Support

As a citizen, there are also ways
that you can pitch in and help children
stay engaged. You can volunteer
to read to children at book clubs,
local libraries or at neighborhood
gatherings. Donating books to children
is another great way to support this
effort. These small steps can help keep
the learning going for our students
after the last school bell rings this
year.
One of the best ideas that recently
has received some renewed attention
is the importance of reading aloud
to children. This is an activity all
of us enjoy regardless of our age.
Many of us listen to audiobooks on

Recognizing Excellence in APS

our commutes, and children enjoy
hearing books being read aloud as
well. I fondly remember hearing my
parents read the stories of Dickens,
Treasure Island and The Prince and
the Pauper to me when I was a child.
Reading aloud is an essential building
block for literacy and one that I would
encourage all of us to take some
time to do, as we help create lasting
memories for our students.
Summer is a time to “change up”
and enjoy the warm weather. At the
same time, continuing to focus on
taking new steps to grow and learn
keeps us balanced and our brains
active and sharp.
Be safe, enjoy the summer,
recharge, relax and READ. We look
forward to seeing you in September. n

APS to Broadcast/
Stream High School
Graduation Ceremonies

This spring, Arlington Public Schools recognized employees for their unwavering
support of APS students.

Principal of the Year

Teacher of the Year

Glebe Elementary School Principal
Jamie Borg was named Arlington Public
Schools 2014 Principal of the Year.

Kenmore Middle School teacher Cassidy
Nolen was named Arlington Public
Schools 2014 Teacher of the Year.

Do you have family or friends who
are unable to attend your child’s
graduation ceremony? For the second
year, Arlington Public Schools will
broadcast all three comprehensive
high school graduations live on AETV,
Comcast Cable Channel 70 and Verizon
FiOS Channel 41 on June 19.
The graduation ceremonies will also be
streamed live online at www.apsva.us/
graduation2014 and will begin shortly
before each graduation.

Support Employees of the Year
Arlington also recognized six Support
Employees of the Year who play a
critical role in student lives. This year’s
honorees are:
• Holly Rodriguez – Kindergarten
Assistant, Key

• Nakry Som – Bus Assistant, Facilities
and Operations

• Saundra Simonson – Food Services,
Gunston

• Eugene Orr – Custodian, Long Branch

• Michelle Brauch – Benefits Specialist,
Human Resources
• Renee Sidberry – Account Clerk,
Jefferson

Graduation ceremonies will be
rebroadcast on AETV. In addition,
AETV will record and rebroadcast the
ceremonies for Arlington Mill High
School and the Langston High School
Continuation Program. Details will
be provided in June. Check the APS
website for details.

• Kathy Robinson – Extended Day, Henry

Follow us on:
facebook.com/ArlingtonPublicSchools
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twitter.com/APSVirginia

youtube.com/APSVAvideo

Key Dates for the 2014-15 School Year: Sept. 2 - First Day of School; Nov. 26-28 - Thanksgiving Break; Dec. 24-Jan.
2 - Winter Break; March 30-April 3 - Spring Break; June 17 - Last Day of High School; June 18 - Last Day of Middle
School and High School Graduation; June 19 - Last Day of Elementary School. For additional school calendars, visit
www.apsva.us/schoolyearcalendars.

NEWSBRIEFS
Groundbreaking
The Arlington community and future
students of the New Elementary School
at Williamsburg broke ground at a
ceremony on March 19. Despite the
rainy weather, students, School Board
members and Superintendent Dr. Pat
Murphy participated in the ceremony
and celebrations. During the program,
students gathered in the Williamsburg
gym to take their first class photos as
well as their first official school photo.

Sustainability Practices Provide
Educational Opportunities for Students

S

ustainability is one of Arlington
Public Schools’ core values and
a key component in the Strategic Plan.
APS puts sustainability into practice
by designing facilities to meet the
highest environmental and energyefficiency standards, preserving our
natural resources, and incorporating
sustainability lessons into the
classroom.
Here are the latest initiatives
underway at APS that are making a
positive impact on our community and
the environment.

New Elementary School
Construction

Challenge Index
All four APS high schools are ranked
in the top two percent in the nation
according to the most recent Washington
Post "Challenge Index" rankings of U.S.
high schools. The Challenge Index rates
schools by dividing the total number
of Advanced Placement, International
Baccalaureate and/or Cambridge tests
taken by all students at a school in 2013
divided by the number of graduating
seniors. Nationally, the index ranked
H-B Woodlawn - #56; Yorktown - #98;
Washington-Lee - #118; and Wakefield
- #506. In the metropolitan Washington
area, the Challenge Index ranked all four
of Arlington’s high schools in the top
75. H-B Woodlawn - #3; Yorktown - #6;
Washington-Lee - #9; and Wakefield #62.

Summer School Dates
Summer School begins July 7. You can
still register for summer enrichment or
remediation classes.
• June 13 - Registration deadline for
middle and high school make-up
and strengthening courses
• June 23 - SOL English 11 Writing
Course begins
• June 25–26 - Late registration for
APS middle/high school students
• July 7 - Summer School begins
• Aug 7 - Last day of Summer School
for elementary and middle school
• Aug 15 - Last day of Summer
School for high school
For more information, visit
www.apsva.us/summerschool or call
703-228-7645.

In March, APS began construction
on what is anticipated to be the
first Net Zero Energy School in the
Mid-Atlantic region. Equipped with
geothermal wells and an array of solar
panels covering almost the entire roof,
the building will produce as much or
more energy than it will use in a year.
The school building is expected achieve
LEED Gold or Platinum certification
upon completion.

Students who will attend the new elementary
school took part in the groundbreaking.

Crystal Award
APS was selected as the recipient of the
Energy and Sustainability Conference’s
“2014 Crystal Award.” The award
highlights business and sustainability
best practices. The award also
recognizes the importance APS places
on being active stewards in protecting
the environment and promoting
sustainability throughout the district.
It celebrates the commitment to
incorporate sustainability goals into
school operations, instructional
program, and community outreach
efforts.

Magnolia Bog Preservation

The Magnolia Bog, located in
Barcroft Park behind Claremont
Immersion School, is a globally rare
natural asset that developed as a result

of a unique combination of
natural water infiltration
and nutrients, which created
ideal soil conditions for
the bog. Due to significant
erosion from stormwater
runoff, unwanted sediment
and debris are settling in
the bog area and affecting
adjacent streams that flow
out to the Chesapeake Bay.
APS and Arlington County
have developed a plan to
repair hillside erosion and
make improvements to the
stormwater retention system.
Construction will begin later
this month and be completed in August.

Operation Rain Barrel

For the third year in a row, APS
and George Mason University (GMU)
partnered on “Operation Rain Barrel”
to engage students in learning about
environmental sustainability. GMU
provided APS with 25 rain barrels
and educational information to
incorporate into lessons. All of the
student-decorated rain
barrels were auctioned
off during GMU’s
Earth Day celebration.
Proceeds were donated
to the Arlington
County Council of
PTAs Scholarship Fund
and to GMU’s Early
Identification Program
(EID) for first-generation
college-bound middle
and high school
students.
In addition, GMU
recognized Key
Elementary School’s
Green Initiatives with
a Green Patriot Award. The annual
awards recognize an individual and
a business, group or organization
that exemplify sustainability in more
than one aspect of their recent life
or operations, to improve civic life
in Arlington. This year’s nominees
included Food Services Supervisor
Amy Maclosky, Arlington Educational
Televison’s (AETV) semi-monthly
“Green Scene” program, the APS
Sustainability Committee, and
Nottingham Elementary School’s Planet
Partners.

APS GO!

APS GO! is an initiative designed to
develop a comprehensive and long-term
transportation plan that promotes smart
and sustainable choices for our growing
community. It is the first communitywide, school-driven transportation
plan in the nation, which positions

Claremont’s Magnolia Bog is a unique natural
resource threatened by erosion.

Arlington as an industry leader. In the
first phase of the process, APS assessed
the community’s current transportation
needs and choices. Goals, objectives
and strategies are now being evaluated
to develop a long-term plan. n

Mark Your Calendar
May

26

Memorial Day - No School

June

13

Stratford Program
Graduation

18

Last Day of High School
(Early Release)
Middle School Promotion
Ceremonies
H-B Woodlawn Graduation,
6:15 p.m. at H-B Woodlawn

19

Last Day of Middle School
(Early Release)
High School Graduation
Ceremonies at DAR
Constitution Hall
• Washington-Lee (10 a.m.)
• Yorktown (3 p.m.)
• Wakefield (8 p.m.)

20

Last Day of Elementary
School
(Early Release)
Langston High School
Continuation Program
Graduation

Arlington Mill High School
Graduation
To view the complete calendar, visit:
www.apsva.us/calendar
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Padres de crianza temporal

Seguridad con
las parrillas

No se requiere perfección

¿

Qué se necesita para ser padres
de crianza temporal exitosos en
Arlington? “Se necesita paciencia y
flexibilidad. No se necesita perfección”,
dijeron Ben y Shira Simon, los padres
de crianza temporal del año 2014 del
Condado de Arlington. Los Simons
se convirtieron en padres de crianza
temporal en 2009 porque querían
hacer algo por los niños de Arlington
y experimentar la alegría de tener un
niño en sus vidas.
Al abrir su hogar en el vecindario de
Arlington View a niños para estadías
de corto y largo plazo, los Simons
han entendido que no solo se trata
de educar y fortalecer a estos niños
sino también fortalecer a las familias
que, en el caso de la crianza temporal,
puede incluir familias biológicas y
familias adoptivas.
Al principio, los Simons estaban
preocupados por sus habilidades de
crianza temporal de niños, pero pronto

se dieron cuenta que tenían la
fuerza para compartir. Utilizan
sus conocimientos de desarrollo
infantil, competencia social
y emocional y su resiliencia
personal para ayudar a los niños
que reciben en su hogar.
Los niños de crianza temporal
dejan el hogar de los Simons,
pero nunca dejan sus corazones.
En la medida de lo posible,
los Simons se mantienen en
contacto asistiendo a fiestas de
cumpleaños o a través de Skype.
El Condado de Arlington
necesita familias de crianza
temporal para compartir sus
fortalezas con los más de 100
niños en crianza temporal.
¡Conviértase en una familia
de crianza temporal! Para más
información, visite arlingtonva.
us/fostercare o llame al 703228-1550. n

El grupo de trabajo del Condado de Arlington
responde a la acumulación compulsiva

¿

Sabía que el Condado de Arlington
tiene un grupo de trabajo
contra la acumulación compulsiva?
La acumulación compulsiva es un
problema de todas las comunidades.
Cada año, el Condado responde a
entre 40 y 65 casos de acumulación
compulsiva. El equipo trabaja para
proteger los derechos de privacidad de
las personas afectadas y garantizar su
salud y seguridad y la de la comunidad
aledaña.
El grupo de trabajo contra el
acumulamiento compulsivo está
compuesto por personal de Aplicación
del Código, el Departamento de
Servicios Humanos (DHS, por sus
siglas en inglés) y el Departamento
de Bomberos (ACFD, por sus siglas en
inglés). El grupo se reúne todos los
meses para colaborar con respuestas
para los casos de acumulación
compulsiva que pueden poner en
peligro la seguridad y el bienestar
de las personas afectadas o de la
comunidad. El personal del Condado
realiza controles para garantizar que
el edificio tenga luz y ventilación

adecuados, servicios
básicos, salidas que no estén
bloqueadas y que la seguridad
estructural del edificio no esté
comprometida por objetos
acumulados. También ofrecen
servicios sociales por cuestiones
que podrían afectar la salud y
el bienestar de las personas al
interior de la vivienda y de los
vecinos.
Usted puede ayudar. Si
cree que la seguridad de
alguna persona está en peligro
por una posible situación de
acumulación compulsiva,
llame a:
• Telefono para casos que no
son emergencias de la Oficina
de Control de Emergencias:
703-558-2222
• Aplicación del Código: 703228-3232
• Departamento de Servicios
Humanos: 703-228-1700

• La parrilla debe colocarse a 15 pies
de la casa, barandas de terrazas, y
lejos de aleros y ramas colgantes.
• Debe mantener a los niños y las
mascotas a una distancia mínima de
3 pies de la parrilla.
• Limpie la parrilla y elimine la
acumulación de aceite y grasa de la
parrilla y las bandejas debajo de la
parrilla.
• No descuide su parrilla.
• Deje la tapa abierta antes de encender
la parrilla a gas.
Para más información, visite fire.
arlingtonva.us; y busque “grilling
safety”. n

Su llamada será confidencial. n

¡GUARDE LA FECHA!

martes, 13 de mayo
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D

e acuerdo con la Asociación
Nacional de Protección contra
Incendios (NFPA, por sus siglas en
inglés), las parrillas, los braseros, o
las barbacoas causan un promedio de
8,600 incendios domésticos por año.
Además, 16,600 personas por año
acuden a salas de emergencias por
quemaduras relacionadas con parrillas.
El Código de Prevención de
Incendios del Condado de Arlington
prohíbe el uso de parrillas a gas o
carbón en balcones de apartamentos
con jardín y torres de apartamentos,
salvo que el balcón esté protegido con
un sistema de rociadores automáticos.
El incumplimiento de dicha disposición
puede ser considerado un delito menor
de Clase 1, lo que implica hasta 1 año
de prisión y multa de $2,500. Consejos
de seguridad:
• Las parrillas de barbacoa a carbón y
propano solo pueden usarse al aire
libre.

7
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¿Quiere aprender sobre cómo prevenir el robo de
identidad y crédito y cómo administrar mejor su
dinero? Venga a al Central Library y participe en
una discusión con Carlos Castillo de Wells Fargo.

