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County-Financed vPoint Named “Best  
Affordable Housing Development”
A mixed-use development in 

Clarendon, vPoint, built with 
financial assistance from Arlington 
County, was recently named the 
Commonwealth’s “Best Affordable 
Housing Development” at the 2012 
Governor’s Housing Conference.

Located at 1210 N. Highland St., the 
project presented a unique opportunity 
for Arlington County government 
to partner with the faith community 
to provide affordable housing one 
block from the Clarendon Metro, and 
preserve a long-standing daycare 
center.

The development furthers the 
County’s vision of diversity and 
inclusion by providing mixed 
income and special needs housing 
opportunities in a desirable urban 
neighborhood close to jobs, 
transportation, shopping, recreation 
and County services.

Arlington had many successes in 
2012; some highlights:  

Civic engagement: In January 
2012, County Board Chair Mary 
Hynes launched PLACE (Participation, 
Leadership and Civic Engagement), an 
initiative to reinvigorate the “Arlington 
Way” for today’s Arlington — diverse, 
tech-savvy and informed. Open Door 
Mondays; new civic engagement 
training for staff; a virtual “town 
square”— PLACE Space — and an 
Arlington Welcome Kit harnessed 
the power of community for good 
decision-making. 

Fiscal sustainability: In 2012, 
Arlington’s bonds again received the 
highest rating from all three rating 
agencies. The triple-triple-A rating 
enabled the County to borrow money 
at the lowest possible cost: an average 
rate of 2.15 percent in 2012. The 
County once again was the state’s top 
generator of tourism income, with 

visitor spending up nearly eight percent 
over 2010.

Environmental sustainability: 
In November, Arlington County 
Manager Barbara Donnellan presented 
a groundbreaking draft Community 
Energy Plan (CEP) to the County 
Board. If adopted, the CEP will provide 
a roadmap for transforming the 
way energy is used, generated and 
distributed through 2050. Through its 
AIRE (Arlington Initiative to Rethink 
Energy) initiative, the County is on 
track to meet its goal of reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions by 10 
percent, from the 2000 baseline. 

Economic sustainability: In July, 
the County Board approved the 
Columbia Pike Neighborhoods Area 
Plan, Arlington’s most ambitious 
blueprint yet for preserving affordable 

In 2008, the County Board approved 
a $13.1 million loan from the 
Affordable Housing Investment Fund 
to pay for the project. One hundred 
sixteen rental apartments were added 
atop the existing Clarendon Baptist 
Church, and the church’s on-site 
childcare facility, in operation for 
more than 46 years, was retained. The 
rentals are a mix of one, two and three 
bedrooms and home to residents with a 
broad range of incomes. 

Project partners: Church of 
Clarendon, Views at Clarendon 
Corporation (nonprofit owner), 
Bozzuto Development (co-developer), 
Chesapeake Community Advisors 
(co-developer), Arlington County 
(financier), Virginia Housing 
Development Authority (financier), 
Enterprise Community Partners (pre-
development loan), MTFA Architecture 
(architect), Bozzuto Construction 
(contractor), Bozzuto Management 

housing. Also in July, 
the Board revised sign 
regulations, making 
it easier to understand 
the rules and setting 
clear standards. New 
developments were 
planned or got underway 
in Rosslyn, Clarendon, 
Virginia Square, Ballston 
and Crystal City. The 
new Building Arlington 
website simplifies the 
building process. The 
County maintained the 
lowest unemployment rate 
in the Commonwealth.

Transportation: In 2012, Arlington 
moved forward on its plan to build 
a modern streetcar system with 
segments on Columbia Pike and Route 
1. For Columbia Pike, Arlington is 
partnered with Fairfax County and has 
applied for federal funding through the 
Federal Transportation Administration’s 
Small Starts program. For the Route 
1/Crystal City project, Arlington is 
partnered with City of Alexandria in 
a two-phase approach. The popular 
Capital Bikeshare program expanded, 
with new stations popping up around 
the County.

To read the full 2012 Annual Report, 
go to www.arlingtonva.us; search 
“annual report.”  n
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(property manager) and Arlington 
Partnership for Affordable Housing 
(consultant).  n
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The cost to produce, print and mail 
a copy of this edition is about 25¢.

The Citizen is a bimonthly publication of Arlington 
County; available online at www.arlingtoncitizen.
wordpress.com

Ingrid Vaicius (Editor), Ken Matthews (Designer)
703-228-3120 (voice), 703-228-4611 (TTY)
publicaffairs@arlingtonva.us. Printed on 100 percent 
recycled paper, 30-40 percent post-consumer content.

Services for Visually Impaired Readers
Metropolitan Washington Ear offers free reading service 
of The Citizen for people with physical disabilities who 
cannot effectively read print. Call 301-681-6636 or 
www.washear.org or email information@washear.org.

Your County Board

Upcoming County Board Meetings

Saturday, Jan. 26 – Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, Jan. 29 – Recessed Meeting 
Saturday, Feb. 23 – Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, Feb. 26 – Recessed Meeting

View the full schedule online at 
www.arlingtonva.us/cbo/meetings.

County Board Office: 2100 Clarendon Blvd., 
Suite 300, Arlington, Va. 22201, 703-228-3130 
(voice), 703-228-4611 (TTY), 703-228-7430 (fax), 
countyboard@arlingtonva.us

J. Walter Tejada, Chairman (L) 
Jay Fisette, Vice Chairman (R) 

L to R: Libby Garvey, Mary Hynes,
Christopher Zimmerman

Our  V i s ion :  Ar l i ng ton  w i l l  b e  a  d i v e rs e  and  i nc lu s i v e  wor l d - c l a s s  u rban  commun i t y  w i th  s e cu re ,  a t t rac t i v e  re s i den t i a l  and  commerc ia l 

Don’t risk losing that library book/film you put on hold months ago. Just “freeze” it in three easy steps: 1) Log into your 
account; 2) Click “personal holds list” at top of page;  2) Find item(s) to freeze and check the freeze box(es) on right and hit 
“Save Changes.” Just remember to undo your hold freeze when you return and you’ll be back in the same spot on the wait list.

County Board Announces 2012 People’s Choice ABBIE Award Winners

More than a dozen Arlington 
businesses have been honored 

as Arlington’s Best in the 2012 People’s 
Choice ABBIE Awards. The awards, 
which were determined by more than 
6,000 people who voted for their local 
favorite, are presented annually by 
Arlington Economic Development and 
honor Arlington’s Best Businesses in 
categories ranging from Best Brunch to 
Best Community Nonprofit. 

Some of the winners were long-time 
favorites. Lost Dog Café took home 
the ABBIE for Best Bargain Restaurant 
and Signature Theatre won the ABBIE 
for Best Place for Arts & Culture. Both 
locations have achieved this honor for 
several years in a row. Multiple ABBIE 
winners included Arlington Public 
Library and Liberty Tavern, which 
each took home two ABBIES. 

The 2012 ABBIES also featured quite 
a few first-time winners, including the 
Animal Welfare League of Arlington 
in the Best Community Nonprofit 
category, Artisan Confections for Best 

Boutique, and the Clarendon Trader 
Joe’s for Best New Business. In all, 
more than half of this year’s ABBIE 
recipients were first-time winners. 

 “It’s wonderful to see so many 
different Arlington businesses honored 
with ABBIE Awards,” said County 
Board Chair Mary Hynes. “It’s an 
excellent example of the support 
surrounding the small retail stores 
and restaurants that really help 
define the character of Arlington as a 
community.” 

 The ABBIE award nominees were 
chosen by public submissions in a total 
of 17 categories, and top nominees in 
each category were then presented as 
finalists. All nomination submissions 
and voting for the People’s Choice 
ABBIES took place online.   

For a complete list of award winners 
visit www.arlingtonva.us; search 
“ABBIES.”  n

The Library Speaks Your Language(s)

It’s a global village out there and 
having the right words makes it a 

lot easier to get around. Let Arlington 
Public Library be your starting point.

The Library offers a wealth of 
resources so beginners and the more 
advanced can build skills at their own 
pace, whether you’re a newcomer to the 
States learning English, or a one-time 
high school Italian whiz brushing up 
for a Venice excursion.

Visit the Library’s Learn a Language 
page at www.bit.ly/learnalang to 
explore the scores of languages 
available through free, online courses 
linked exclusively to the Library 

website from such trusted 
names as Mango Languages and 
Livemocha.  Urdu? You’ll find it. 
Haitian Creole? Got it. Tagolog? 
Ready and waiting along with 
English for Vietnamese, Polish 
and Turkish speakers.

Children don’t get left behind either, 
with captivating courses “taught” by 
animated characters Little Pim (from 
Mango) and Muzzy (from the BBC).

And because language skills only 
improve with face-to-face practice, 
the Library offers a growing list 
of conversation groups — English, 
Spanish, and now Arabic and Chinese 

A New You for the New Year

A new year is upon us and you are 
ready to make some resolutions, 

right? You are focused, motivated and 
determined; this is YOUR year. Whether 
your goal is to lose 20 pounds, workout 
consistently, eat healthier or run your 
first 5k Arlington County Fitness 
centers are an excellent place to start 
your fitness resolutions. 

We offer cardio, strength, spinning, 
pilates, personal training and more. 
Take advantage of six convenient 
locations and low resident rates of 
$195 annually. Here are some tips to 
achieve a new you in the new year: 

Keep it real: While getting started is 
a challenge, setting realistic goals and 
staying on task is just as important. It 
is best to set daily, weekly and monthly 
goals and to note your progress along 
the way. By doing this, you will keep 

Arlington Seeks Input to  
Update Noise Ordinance

Arlington County is reaching out 
to the community on proposed 

updates to its noise ordinance. The 
County Board adopted the current 
Noise Control Ordinance in 1975, when 
Arlington had about 163,400 residents. 
Since then, only minor updates have 
been made, even as the County’s 
population has grown to more than 
211,000.

 Arlington stopped using subjective 
standards to determine noise violations 
after Virginia’s Supreme Court struck 
down Virginia Beach’s noise control 
ordinance in 2009 because it used 
such standards. The County’s proposed 
amendments to its noise ordinance 
would formally eliminate subjective 

standards and help ensure equitable 
enforcement.

 In November, about 50 residents, 
business owners and others attended 
three public forums the County held on 
the proposed amendments. 

  County staff continues to work 
with the community to address 
concerns raised during these forums, 
before returning to the County Board 
in 2013 for a decision on the proposed 
changes. To read the current noise 
control ordinance, the proposed 
changes and the staff report to the 
Board, visit www.arlingtonva.us; 
search “Noise Ordinance.” Contact 
codeenforcement@arlingtonva.us or 
visit building.arlingtonva.us.  n

focused on the task at hand. Don’t 
forget to reward yourself responsibly 
for reaching each goal. You deserve it!

Don’t go at it alone: It’s critical 
to share your goals with your spouse, 
parents, friends and anyone else who 
will listen. A support system will help 
keep you accountable for reaching 
your goals and help you celebrate your 
success. 

Stay on track: Anytime you feel 
yourself getting off track, focus on the 
positives, think of how exhilarating you 
feel post-workout and how proud you 
will be to move toward your ultimate 
goal  and show off the new you!

For more information on Arlington 
County Fitness centers, call 703-228-
5920 or go to www.arlingtonva.us; 
search “fitness centers.”  n

— that meet on a regular basis at 
Central and some branches. Visit 
library.arlingtonva.us/eventscalendar/ 
for updates and check the catalog for 
a wealth of books, CDs and DVDs on 
building language skills and preparing 
for language-related tests.

Arlington Public Library knows you 
have something to say. Get the tools to 
help say it in almost any language. n

Pupatella Pizza

TRAVELING?
FREEZE IT!

Artisan Confections



Rosslyn Station Project Update
Construction on the Rosslyn Station 
Project, which includes the installation 
of three new high-speed, high-capacity 
elevators, is over 75 percent complete. 
Crews completed the passageway to the 
train platform and installed the upper 
(public) mezzanine roof and walls. Work 
on the lower mezzanine and shaft to 
the street level is under way and work 
on the emergency exit stairwell will 
begin this month. The project is slated 
for completion next summer. For more 
information, visit www.arlingtonva.us; 
search “Rosslyn Station Project.”

County Buys Courthouse-Area 
Property
On Nov. 20, Arlington County closed on 
the purchase of property at 2020 14th 
St. N. The seven-story office building 
will be used for immediate and future 
office space needs, a base for facility 
maintenance operations and for vehicle 
fleet and computer storage. Plans also 
call for the development of a Homeless 
Services Center to occupy two floors 
to replace the aging Emergency Winter 
Shelter, currently located a block away. 
For more information and to sign up to 
receive updates, visit www.arlingtonva.
us; search “2020.” 

ACPD Accident Reports  
Available Online
The Arlington County Police Department 
offers accident reports on-line through 
their website.  Through a partnership 
with CARFAX, ACPD has made accident 
reports available for purchase online, 
5-7 business days after the incident. 
To obtain a report online, visit www.
arlingtonva.us; search “police.” 

ConnectArlington Fiber Optic 
Construction
Arlington County Government is 
building a county-owned fiber optic 
network called ConnectArlington. It will 
connect County government and public 
school buildings and traffic signals at 
intersections throughout the County. 
Several Arlington neighborhoods will be 
affected by the work, with construction 
anticipated in neighborhoods in the 
first or second quarter of 2013. The 
drilling and aerial work is expected 
to be brief. Details on work timelines 
will be provided as dates are finalized, 
and will be distributed to the affected 
neighborhoods. For more information 
visit www.arlingtonva.us; search 
“ConnectArlington.”

3ne ighbo rhoods  whe re  peop l e  un i t e  t o  f o rm  a  ca r i ng ,  l ea rn ing ,  pa r t i c i pa t i ng ,  su s ta inab l e  commun i t y  i n  wh i ch  each  pe rson  i s  impor tan t .

NEWSBRIEFS

Adopt-a-Stop Open to All ART Bus Routes: Keep Arlington beautiful and clean by adopting an ART bus stop. The program is now 
open to all 13 ART bus routes. Sign-up to adopt and maintain a stop for a year. Duties include trash pick-up and snow removal. 
Adopters will be publicly recognized with a sign posted at their bus stop. Visit arlingtontransit.com/adopt-a-stop to learn more.

Affordable Home Improvement 
A program for residents with limited incomes 

Did the recent storms reveal some 
leaks in your roof or windows? 

Are you having problems with a wet 
basement? Do you have a physical 
limitation that requires a modification 
to your home? Would you like to 
modernize your kitchen, bathroom or 
family room or add energy efficiency 
improvements? Or do you know 
neighbors who are having these issues?

If so, here’s a program that can 
help. AHC Inc., a nonprofit based in 
Arlington since 1975, administers a 
program in partnership with Arlington 
County that helps moderate-income 
families complete home improvement 
projects affordably and without the 

hassle of evaluating and hiring your 
own contractor. For more than 25 
years, the Home Improvement Program 
has helped hundreds of families 
successfully update, maintain and 
improve their homes.

The program focuses on safety and 
energy improvements such as windows, 
roofs, attic insulation, plumbing and 
electrical upgrades and heating systems 
and elderly needs such as grab bars 
and wheelchair ramps. Larger projects 
are also possible, including kitchen and 
bathroom renovations and additions. 
Interest rates are low and flexible 
financing is available depending on the 
household’s financial situation.  

Bill Thomas Award Call for Nominations

At no additional cost to 
homeowners, AHC’s experienced 
construction managers take care of 
all the details — so you don’t have to 
worry. AHC will make sure your project 
is completed professionally, on budget 
and on time.

Income limits apply and vary 
according to household size.  For 
instance, the maximum household 
income for a family of four is $86,000. 
For a household with two people, the 
maximum income is $68,800.

For more information, contact Rick 
Holliday, AHC Inc., 703-486-0626 
ext.132, holliday@ahcinc.org.  n

Do you know an outstanding 
volunteer or community group 

that has gone above and beyond the 
call of duty? If so nominate them for 
the Bill Thomas Outstanding Park 
Service Volunteer Award. Nominations 
are due on February 15. 

Established to honor a lifelong parks 
volunteer, the Bill Thomas Outstanding 
Park Service Volunteer Award honors 
those residents who demonstrate a 
passionate dedication and support 
for our dynamic programs, natural 
resources and public open spaces. 
Support can include personal time or 
expertise that improves a program or 

Welcome Kit for New Residents

Say hello to the new Arlington 
Welcome Kit, a free resource to 

help residents during their time of 
transition. The Welcome Kit includes 
an online portal and a printable guide 
packed with information on how to 
sign up for County services, set up a 

advances an initiative or 
a tangible gift/monetary 
donation.

The Bill Thomas Award is 
open to all County residents 
and dedicated groups. 
Excluded from nomination 
for the award are currently 
serving members of the 
Arlington County Board, 
and Arlington Park and 
Recreation Commission and 
Arlington County staff.

To nominate or learn 
more about the Bill Thomas award, 
please visit www.arlingtonva.us; search 
“Bill Thomas.”  n

new home and settle into 
our community. Just go to 
www.arlingtonva.us; search 
“welcome.” And be sure 
to share this with anyone 
who is new to Arlington or 
moving here soon.  n

ONLINE

IN PRINT



Park your car(s) off the roads
If possible, park cars in your 

garage or driveway. This greatly 
improves the ability of snowplow 
operators to safely clear more of 
the street.

Avoid/coordinate  
on-street parking

Snowplows must navigate many 
narrow streets. Avoid parking on 
the street to allow snowplows 
to clear the street from curb-to-
curb. Work with your neighbors 
to park all the cars that do not 
fit in driveways on one side of 
the street. This will help plow 
operators clear more of the street in 
a safe manner.

Don’t park on snow 
emergency routes

Violators who get stuck or park 
on these routes during a declared 
snow emergency are subject 
to summons, fines and towing 
because each abandoned and 
parked vehicle on major streets 
impedes snow removal.

Clear snow from driveways 
and entrances 

To minimize the problem of  
the snowplow covering your 
driveway with snow after  
you’ve just shoveled it, shovel 
snow into your yard.

Relax! Leave your car at home
Ride the subway, catch a bus, 

hail a taxi, try cross-country skis 
or enjoy a walk in the snow. Every 
car left home reduces the number 
of stranded vehicles that slow 
down snow control operations. The 
streets will be cleared faster — and 
you’re free to enjoy the winter 
wonderland.

Use extra caution on the road
Vehicles are significantly less 

manageable on icy streets. While 
driving, leave at least 100 feet 
of distance between your vehicle 
and plows, salt spreaders and 
emergency vehicles.

Walk safely
Wear shoes or boots with a non-

slip sole and reflective clothing. Be 
aware of your surroundings, follow 
all traffic signs and signals, and do 
NOT walk in the roadway.

What You Can Do

Did you know a County 
ordinance requires all 

Arlington property owners 
to clear snow and ice from 
public sidewalks next to their 
property within a designated 
time period? Providing clear, 
safe roadways and pedestrian 
routes is essential to ensuring 
access to jobs, schools and 
services for all in a walkable 
community like Arlington. 
The Snow Removal Ordinance 
aims to help ensure safe 
access for pedestrians and 
to make all transportation 
modes available as soon as 
possible after a snow storm. 
The ordinance also prohibits 
transferring or depositing 
snow and ice from private 
property onto public property. 
Individual homeowners who 
are physically incapable of 
complying with the ordinance 
are exempt. To learn more, go 
to www.arlingtonva.us; search 
“snow.”  n

Sidewalk Clearing Required by Law

WAT C H E R  G U I D E
Winter

Nearly ever y thing you need to know 
to get  through winter  in  Ar l ington

Scan this image with a smart phone’s 
QR reader app to learn more about the 
snow ordinance.

Arlington Closings and Cancellations 
Public Schools—(Toll free)
866-322-4APS (4277)

Recreation & Leisure Classes: 703-228-4715
Sports (fields and leagues): 703-228-4715

State Roads
VDOT: 888-383-8368
Or complete an online work request at
www.virginiadot.org/travel/citizen.asp

Local Streets
Arlington County: 703-228-6485
(Note: During a storm, and for a period thereafter, you 
may hear a recorded status message.)

Local Transit Updates
Arlington Transit (ART): 703-228-7433 or visit  
www.arlingtontransit.com; 
STAR: 703-892-8747 

Downed Power Lines  
Dominion Power: 888-667-3000

Downed Trees
Emergency or hazardous trees and branches  
blocking streets: 703-558-2222
Dominion Power: 888-667-3000 (trees or  
branches near or on power lines)
VDOT: 888-383-8368 for hazardous trees  
or branches over State roads. 
Non-emergency (trees or branches in parks):  
703-228-6525

Fallen trees on private property that are not on power lines 
are the individuas property owner’s responsibility.

Gas Emergencies 
Washington Gas: 703-750-1400 or 800-752-7520

For more information visit www.arlingtonva.us;  
search “winter.” 

Who to Call

Snow Removal Updates

For snow removal updates 
this winter, “like” the 
Department of Environmental 
Services on Facebook at 
facebook.com/ArlingtonDES 
or follow us on twitter at  
@ArlingtonDES.

4
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W I N T E R  G U I D E

When the weather takes a turn 
for the worse, Arlington’s snow team 
works day and night to make our 
roadways safe and passable. Our 
snow removal crews are made up of 
approximately 150 employees who 
work around-the-clock shifts during 
inclement weather. During major 
storms, the crews receive support 
from many other County employees 
including drivers, phone operators, 
parks employees, communications 
professionals, engineers and many 
more.

Plowing Strategy

County snow crews focus 
on clearing County-owned and 
maintained arterials and principal 
streets, as well as neighborhood 
streets. VDOT is responsible for 
clearing all state roads including 
Arlington Boulevard, Glebe Road and 
I-66.

When forecasters predict winter 
weather — snow, ice or freezing 
rain — Arlington’s plows and salt 
trucks are prepped and ready to go. 
Crews begin treating known trouble 
spots on roadways shortly before 

Your Snow Team

the storm and begin plowing when 
snow becomes two to four inches 
deep. While the snow is falling, the 
plows work to ensure main arteries 
are passable for emergency vehicles 
and public transportation. Then 
trucks and plows move onto clearing 
main neighborhood roads. Finally, 
after snow stops falling and the main 
streets are plowed, side streets are 
addressed.

Once the roads are passable, the 
snow team’s job is not done. Staff 
and standby crews remain on call 
and available to deal with post-storm 
issues such as refreezing and cleanup.

Traffic Cameras Supporting 
Snow Removal 

In an effort to improve snow 
removal operations, Arlington has a 
new tool available to help our crews 
and residents. Live traffic cameras 
will be made available on our website 
to help drivers assess road conditions 
before they get into the car. A link 
to the cameras is available on www.
arlingtonva.us; search “snow.” n

Treating the Roadways Wisely

Arlington County works 
carefully year round to balance our 
environmental commitment and 
chief responsibility to maintain safe, 
passable roads. When snow or a 
wintry mix is expected in Arlington, 
crews pre-treat the major roads with 

salt brine and salt to prevent ice 
from forming on the road surface.

Our snow team works to 
minimize the use of salt; however it 
is one of the most effective tools for 
keeping the streets safe in winter 
weather. By adjusting the settings 
on our salt and sand spreaders, the 
snow removal teams use only what 
is needed. Pre-treating also helps 
minimize the need for salt later in 
a storm.

At the end of the season, 
Arlington sweeps the streets to 
collect the leftover salt and sand. 
County street sweepers collect tons 
of pollutants every year before they 
are washed into local streams.

The Anatomy of Snow Removal

The County has outlined its snow 
removal plan in phases to help 

keep residents informed about snow 
removal progress and what they can 
be doing to help. Here’s a quick look 
at the four-phase system and what it 
means for you:

Phase 1: Alert
Snow crews are on alert and treating 

roads where necessary.
•	Move parked cars off streets if 

possible

•	Coordinate with neighbors and/or 
civic associations to move cars to 
one side of the street 

•	Plows need a clearance of 15-feet to 
go down a street.

Phase 2: Primary Routes
A winter weather storm is in effect. 

Snow crews are treating and plowing 
primary and secondary roads only 
while snow continues to fall. Virginia 
Department of Transportation is 
treating and plowing VDOT roads.

•	Stay off roads if possible to allow 
emergency and snow removal 
vehicles to do their jobs

•	Help clear sidewalks to keep them 
safe for pedestrians

•	Clear snow from fire hydrants, storm 
drains and downspouts

Phase 3: Residential Streets 
Crews are treating and plowing 

residential streets. Those streets may 
only be passable with one lane. 
Primary and secondary roads are being 
widened to the shoulder.
•	Use our online snow issue form to 

report any snow removal problems.

•	Help your neighbors clean the 
sidewalks. 

•	Snow Removal Ordinance 
enforcement begins 24 hours after 
the snow stops falling.

Phase 4: Clean Up
Snow crews are in clean-up mode, 

removing ice and slush from roads 
and/or the sun is melting the ice.  n

ART bus stops that will be 
served during limited or severe 
weather conditions will have a 
blue snowflake 
in the upper 
corner of the bus 
stop flag. Bus 
stops in service 
during severe 
conditions are 
only along the 
ART 41, 51, 75 and 77 routes. Not 
all bus stops along those routes 
will be in service. For a list of bus 
stops that will be in service during 
severe weather conditions visit 
arlingtontransit.com/weatherpolicy.

Look for the Snowflake

ART Bus Service During Severe Conditions

During major snowstorms or 
weather related events, ART 

bus routes may be affected by unsafe 
driving conditions. ART has three levels 
of service operation: 
1. Limited: Routes are modified with 

some delays in service.

2. Severe: Routes are greatly modified 
with limited service and delays. 
Some routes could be cancelled.

3. No Service: Routes are cancelled.

Depending on road and traffic 
conditions, routes may operate at 
different service levels. For more 
information, snow maps and lists of 
stops that will be in service during 
severe weather conditions, visit 
arlingtontransit.com/weatherpolicy 

During a storm, information about 
ART bus service can be found by:
•	Visiting arlingtontransit.com.

•	Signing-up for ART Alerts at 
arlingtontransit.com/service-alerts. 
Service info will be sent to you via 
text message or email.

•	Calling Customer Service at 703-228-
RIDE (7433).

•	Following ART on Twitter (twitter.
com/art_alert) and Facebook 
(facebook.com/arlingtontransit).

Information about Metrobus service 
in Arlington during moderate and 
heavy snowfall conditions can be 
found online at wmata.com/getting_
around/snow_bus_routes.cfm  n



Share our Streets—Be a PAL…
Compartamos las calles— Seamos amables…

Predictable | Alert | Lawful
be a PAL

 
Cross the street at marked crosswalks 
and intersections; before crossing, 
look left, right, then left again.

 
Begin crossing  the street only on the 
“Walk” signal. Do not begin to cross 
after the upraised hand signal 
appears. Many Arlington intersections 
have “countdown” traffi  c signals that 
show how much time is left to cross.

 
Obey all traffi  c signals—bicycles are 
considered vehicles when traveling on 
the road.

 
Cyclists are safest when they act like 
and are treated like drivers of vehicles.

 Obey all traffi  c signals; yield to 
pedestrians and cyclists in the 
crosswalks and when turning right 
on red.

 Be careful when close to parked 
vehicles. Parked cars can obscure the 
presence of people about to enter the 
roadway.

As more people go on Arlington’s Car-Free Diet, more cyclists and walkers are sharing the 
street with drivers. Whether you’re on two feet, two wheels or four wheels, everyone needs to 
be a PAL to share our streets safely. Being a PAL means being:
— PREDICTABLE—travel in a predictable way; don’t make sudden, unexpected moves.
— ALERT—pay attention to your surroundings and to others.
— LAWFUL—obey the traffi  c laws, whether in a car, on a bike, or on foot.  

…at Intersections / En Intersecciones

 
Wait for the bus on the sidewalk at 
the designated bus stop.

 
When getting off  the bus, wait until the 
bus leaves the stop to cross the street. 
Use a crosswalk where available.

 
Stay at least 10 feet back from a bus 
when it’s idling at a stop light or bus 
stop. Buses may roll back slightly 
when the bus driver releases the brake.

 
Ride at least 5 feet away from parked 
vehicles, including unloading buses.

 Use caution when passing a stopped 
bus.  There is additional pedestrian 
activity and street crossing a round bus 
stops and stopped buses.

 Stay at least 10 feet back from a bus 
when it’s idling at a stop light or bus 
stop. Buses may roll back slightly 
when the bus driver releases the brake.

…around Buses / Cerca de los buses

 
Stay visible in times of poor visibility 
with lights, light-colored clothing and 
refl ective gear.

 
Walk facing traffi  c, when possible.

 
Stay visible in times of poor visibility 
with lights (white for the front and red 
for the rear), light-colored clothing and 
refl ective gear.

 
Wear a helmet. Helmets dramatically 
reduce the risk of head injuries in a 
crash.

 Turn on your headlights after dark and 
in times of poor visibility.

 Be especially attentive after dark.

…at Night / Por la noche

 
Cross the street at marked crosswalks 
and intersections; before crossing, 
look left, right, then left again.

 
Obey school crossing guards and walk, 
don’t run, across the street.

 
Obey traffi  c signs, signals and 
school crossing guards.

 
Bikes can use crosswalks but 
should ride slowly and give space 
to pedestrians.

 Obey traffi  c signs, signals and school 
crossing guards. 

 Be especially attentive around schools.

 Be aware of reduced speed limits in 
school zones.

…in School Zones/ En zonas escolares

 
Stay to the right. If walking side by 
side, be prepared to walk single fi le.

 
Don’t stop suddenly or step to the 
left without fi rst checking behind you. 
If you want to stop, step off  the trail.

 
Warn pedestrians at least 2-3 seconds 
before passing them; bells are best; 
use verbal warnings only when 
necessary.

 
Slow down and give pedestrians at 
least an arm’s length of clear space 
when passing. This will help avoid 
collisions and near misses.

 Be alert where trails cross streets since 
bikers and walkers may be crossing 
and other drivers may be stopping.

…on the Trails / En los caminos

 
Snow and ice can make sidewalks 
slippery. Choose sensible shoes 
and watch your step!

 
Snow piles sometimes remain on 
sidewalks after plowing. If you need 
to leave the sidewalk, be alert to 
cars and bicycles.

 
Wider tires with grooves or tread 
pattern provide better control in 
wintry conditions.

 
Snow piles sometimes remain on 
bike lanes and streets after plowing.  
Leaving the bike lane may be safer in 
these circumstances, but be alert and 
predictable when merging into traffi  c.

 Take your time when driving in wintry 
conditions.

 Leave plenty of stopping distance 
between you and the car in front of you.

 Be aware that snow piles may lead 
to bicyclists and pedestrians needing 
to share the roadway.

…in Wintry Conditions/ En condiciones invernales

Being a PAL also includes being respectful and courteous to all road users so that we can all get where we are going safely.The street scenes 

above illustrate how to be a PAL in diff erent situations. For more information on how to be a PAL, visit www.CommuterPage.com/PAL.
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In Arlington, we’re all about 
sustainability. In early 2012, the 

County Board appointed 17 residents 
to the Urban Agriculture Task Force. 
Since then, the group has worked on 
a Food Action Plan, an inventory of 
current practices and recommendations 
for moving forward. 

Task Force members are addressing 
planning, growing, storing and sharing 
of food resources, as well as recycling 
of waste to create fertile growing 
conditions. Their work is organized 
in four basic areas: institutions, food 
production, food distribution and soil 
creation. 

Task Force members have conducted 
research through community outreach 
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Agriculture in Arlington

and visits, including the County Fair, 
farmers’ markets, community gardens, 
compost facilities, farms, aquaponics 
sites, greenhouses and food hubs. They 
are also reviewing urban agriculture 
programs in other jurisdictions.

Urban agriculture contributes to 
food security and safety by increasing 
fresh vegetables, fruits and meat 
available to urban consumers. Fresh 
produce also provides numerous health 
benefits. 

The Task Force plans to bring its 
plan forward to the County Board 
in April. To learn more visit www.
arlingtonva.us; search “urban ag.”  n

Looking for ways to make your yard 
more environmentally friendly? 

Apply for Arlington’s StormwaterWise 
program – we’ll give you help and you 
could qualify for reimbursement.

Stormwater is rain that flows 
into Arlington’s storm sewer system 
without any treatment, into streams 
and, ultimately, the Chesapeake Bay. 
Stormwater runoff carries pollutants 
such as oil, bacteria from pet waste, 
sediment and lawn chemicals into 
Arlington’s streams. 

Following a successful 2012 pilot 
year and an $80,000 grant from 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, 
our StormwaterWise Landscapes 
program is back for 2013. The program 
provides a financial incentive for 
Arlington property owners to remove 
pavement, install pervious driveways, 
rain gardens and conservation 

StormwaterWise Landscapes
Program continues in 2013

Put a Stop to Unwanted Junk Mail 

With the holidays behind us, 
chances are you have been 

inundated with junk mail. Put a 
stop to your unwanted mail using 
Arlington’s new Catalog Choice service. 
Any Arlington resident can create a 
free online account at arlingtonva.
catalogchoice.org to reduce unwanted 
catalogs, phone books, credit card 
offers and other marketing materials.

Since the program’s Nov. 1, 2012 
launch, over 440 residents have signed 
up for accounts and created 4,498 opt-
outs. This eliminates over 23,244 lbs. of 

waste from the Arlington County waste 
stream.

Help support our waste reduction 
effort and minimize hassle by creating 
your Catalog Choice account today. Get 
started:
1. Sign up for a free account at 

arlingtonva.catalogchoice.org

2. After receiving your confirmation 
email, click the email link to verify 
your account

3. Search by your zip code to opt out of 
unwanted junk mail  n

Did You Know?
We all play a part to ensure a 

competitive, secure and sustainable 
community. Check out Arlington 
Initiative to Rethink Energy’s, fun 
ways to make your community a more 
sustainable place to live, work and 
play. Learn more at  
www.FreshAIREva.us

landscaping. These practices collect 
or slow down stormwater, allowing 
it to soak into the ground and keep 
pollutants out of Arlington’s streams.  

Single family homeowners, 
businesses, and homeowners 
associations are all eligible to apply 
for the StormwaterWise program. 
We’ll select 60 applicants. Visit www.
arlingtonva.us/stormwaterwise to learn 
more and to submit your application! 

Program participants who 
successfully install one (or more) of 
four stormwater-reducing practices 
will be eligible for reimbursement of 
up to 50 percent of installation costs, 
up to a pre-determined limit for the 
recommended practice (whichever is 
less). The Stormwaterwise Landscapes 
program is made possible through a 
partnership with Arlingtonians for a 
Clean Environment.  n

Christmas Tree Collection: Place your Christmas tree on the curb on your regular trash day for recycling 
beginning Jan. 7 until Jan. 18. All trees must be curbside by 7 a.m. Be sure to remove the tree stand and 
decorations. No plastic bags, please!

Rain garden installed in 2012 StormwaterWise 
program.

Permeable driveway installed in 2012 Stormwater-
Wise program

 Environmental Focus

Lighting Rebate
Lighting in commercial buildings 

is the largest cost component of a 
commercial building’s electricity bill 
and a significant portion of the total 
energy bill. Arlington is offering 
rebates to commercial customers to 
save energy and money through select 
lighting upgrades. A limited amount 
of rebates are available on a first-
come, first-served basis. To learn more 
about the rebate, visit freshaireva.
us/2012/09/lightingrebate  n

On Nov. 8, dozens of community members gathered for the Penrose Square Phase I ribbon cutting. Square 
amenities include an in-ground water feature; Echo, a public art piece that pays homage to the former 
Three Sisters Radio Towers, movable tables and chairs, and more. www.arlingtonva.us/DPR

Penrose Square Opening
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New Virginia Veterans ID Card Available

In a partnership between the 
Department of Veterans Services 

(DVS) and the Department of Motor 
Vehicles (DMV) veterans will be able to 
obtain an official ID card identifying 
them as Virginia Veterans.

The Virginia Veterans ID card is 
a convenient way to show proof of 
veteran status and enjoy a number 
of benefits. Hundreds of Virginia 
businesses offer discounts for veterans 
carrying a valid ID. 

Five ways to get Your Veterans  
ID Card*:
•	Visit your local DMV customer 

service center 

Columbia Pike Construction Update

Construction for the Utility 
Undergrounding and Street 

Improvement project, located between 
S. Wakefield St. and S. Four Mile Run 
Dr., is under way. Crews will perform 
this work during evening hours so 
that businesses and motorists remain 
unaffected during the day. Residents 
can expect some construction noise 
associated with this work, and staff 
appreciates your patience during 
this time. Construction on the first 
Columbia Pike super stop at Walter 
Reed East is currently under way and 
slated for completion in February. 
Crews will begin work on the Barton 

Top Honors  
for Arlington

Arlington County and our employees 
have received numerous awards for 

innovation and delivering value. Here 
is a sampling from 2012:

Planning: American Planning 
Association (APA) awarded Arlington 
its Outstanding Social Commitment 
and Community award, for Columbia 
Pike Neighborhoods Area Plan. APA 
also recognized Robert Brosnan, 
Director of Community Planning, 
Housing and Development, with its 
Planning Leadership Award.

Libraries: Library Administration 
and Management Association honored 
Arlington Public Library with Best 
of Show awards for an online video 
tribute to Steve Jobs, and a QR 
code-based multimedia project for 
Banned Books Week. Urban Libraries 
Council (ULC) recognized the Library 
as the nation’s Top Innovator for 
Sustainability. 

Human services: National 
Conference on Ending Homelessness 
recognized Arlington’s successful 
efforts to house the chronically 
homeless. Arlington Behavioral 
Healthcare Unit received Virginia 
Health Care Foundation’s “Unsung 
Hero” award for its efforts to provide 
health care to those with mental illness.

Public safety: Arlington County 
Police Department was recognized 
for best traffic safety program in 
Virginia.

Television/video: Arlington TV 
was named second in the nation 
for Excellence in Government 
Programming and third place for the 
arlingtonva.tv website. 

Fitness and leisure: Virginia 
Recreation and Park Society  
honored Long Bridge Park with its 
award for Best New Facility. Bicycling 
Magazine named Arlington as #23 Top 
Bike-Friendly City. And Arlington is 
ranked Second Healthiest County in 
Virginia.  n

•	DMV 2 Go mobile offices  

•	www.dmvNOW.com

•	U.S. mail: P.O. Box 27412, Richmond, 
VA 23269-0001 

•	Fax: 804-367-1112 
* Requires a $10 DMV application fee.

For more details on the program, 
get the FAQs or check out a few of 
the participating retailers, visit the 
Veterans ID Card web page www.dvs.
virginia.gov/veterans-id-card.shtml or 
contact Anne Atkins at anne.atkins@
dvs.virginia.gov or 804-786-0286.  n

Call Arlington County’s 24-hour water emergency hotline at 703-228-6555. Winter’s freezing temperatures and 
occasional thaws create a stress on our water and sewer infrastructure, increasing the chance of leaks and need 
for repairs. For more information, visit www.arlingtonva.us; search “water emergency.”

Pedro Martinez with 
Special Guest Sin Miedo: 
The Pedrito Martinez 

Group has its roots planted firmly 
in the Afro-Cuban Rumba tradition 
and in the bata rhythms and vocal 
chants of the music of Yoruba and 
Santeria. 8 p.m. $20 advance; $25 
door. Ballroom at Artisphere. www.
artisphere.com

Canzoniere Grecanico 
Salentino: The original 
brain child of the writer 

Rina Durante, Canzoniere Grecanico 
Salentino is the foremost and longest 
standing traditional music band from 
Salento, in Puglia, formed in 1975. 
Their live concerts are full of energy, 
passion, rhythm and mystery. They 
bring the audience from the past 
into the present, and back. 8 p.m. 
$22. Ballroom at Artisphere. www.
artisphere.com

21st Annual Feel the 
Heritage Festival: 
Celebrate African-

American culture with music and 
dance performances, delicious food, 
a variety of vendors and more. 
Noon-4 p.m. Free. Langston-Brown 
Community Center. 703-228-3329.  
www.arlingtonva.us/dpr

C.J. Chenier: Son of the 
‘King of Zydeco’ Clifton 
Chenier, joined his father’s 

Red-Hot Louisiana Band playing 
saxophone at the age of 21. After 
Clifton’s death in 1987, C.J. picked 
up the accordion and took charge 
of his father’s ministry — spreading 
zydeco music to the world. Since 
then, Chenier has pushed the genre 
to new heights with his virtuosity. 
7:30 p.m. dance lesson; 8:30 live 
music & dance. $20. Ballroom at 
Artisphere. www.artisphere.com

44th Annual Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Tribute: Come 
celebrate the work and 

legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr. On 
this day, young and old will honor the 
life of Dr. King and the values he held 
dear: non violence, equality, justice 
and service. 7-9 p.m. Washington-Lee 
auditorium. 703-228 3329.

Teen Skiing, Snowboarding 
Trip to Ski Liberty Mountain 
Resort: Enjoy a full day of 

skiing or snowboarding. Lift tickets, 
lessons, rental equipment and meal 
packages available. 7 a.m.-7 p.m. pick 
up/return to TJ Community Center. 
www.arlingtonva.us; search “ski trip.” 
 

Teen Snow Tube Trip to Ski 
Liberty Mountain Resort: 
Snow tubing for 2 hours on 

slope. Please wear appropriate clothing 
as it will be cold on the mountain. 
Bring extra money for concessions 
and gift store. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Pick up/
return to TJ Community Center. To 
register call 703-228-4747.

Gangstagrass with Special 
Guest the Highballers: 
Blending bluegrass and 

hip-hop seems like an unlikely recipe 
for success, but don’t tell that to 
Rench, the mastermind behind the 
highly successful rap’n’grass project 
Gangstagrass. When he was going 
to grade school, recess was a time of 
breakdancing on cardboard to RUN-
DMC. But at home, the records on the 
stereo were Willie Nelson and Johnny 
Cash. That musical mash-up made a 
lasting impression and sent Rench on a 
cross-country journey to play country-
flavored hip-hop in dive bars. 8 p.m. 
$15. Ballroom at Artisphere.  
www.artisphere.com

FEBRUARY
Debo Band with Special 
Guest DJ Underdog: a 
11-member group led by 

Ethiopian-American saxophonist 
Danny Mekonnen and fronted by 
charismatic vocalist Bruck Tesfaye. 
Since their inception in 2006, the 
band has won critical acclaim for their 
groundbreaking take on Ethiopian pop 
music, which incorporates traditional 
scales and vocal styles, alongside 
American soul and funk rhythms. 
8 p.m. $18. Ballroom at Artisphere.  
www.artisphere.com

Nomadic Massive: Montreal’s 
Nomadic Massive has firmly 
established itself as a group 

of premier hip-hop performers and 
skilled musicians in a genre that 
has evolved from its early days of 
two turntables and a microphone. 
These musical nomads represent an 
adventurous form of hip-hop which 
finds its inspiration in the traditions 
of the past; combining live music, 
“sampling” and a mix of vocal styles. 
8 p.m. $22 student. Ballroom at 
Artisphere. www.artisphere.com

Roots Rock Revue: Featuring 
The Grandsons, Karl Straub 
and Arty Hill + The Long 

Gone Daddys. Step into those cowboy 
boots and make your way to Artisphere 
for a night of 
boot scootin’ 
boogie with kings 
of roots rock the 
Grandsons, DC-
area rock/country 
songwriter 
Karl Straub 
and masters of 
honky tonk Arty Hill & The Long 
Gone Daddys. 8 p.m. $15. Ballroom at 
Artisphere. www.artisphere.com

JANUARY
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West super stop upon completion of 
Walter Reed East. Businesses located 
in the construction area are still open 
for business and owners appreciate the 
community’s support.  n
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APS News

The 2011-17 APS Strategic Plan
Goal 2: Eliminate Achievement Gaps
By Dr. Pat Murphy, Superintendent of Arlington Public Schools

The November issue of The Citizen 
focused on Goal 4 of the 2011-17 

Strategic Plan, Provide Optimal Learn-
ing Environments. On November 6, 
Arlington voters strongly supported this 
goal when they approved additional 
bonds by a margin of over 80 percent. 
Thank you for your commitment to our 
students and to public education.

In this issue, I would like to focus on 
our second goal, Eliminate Achievement 
Gaps. This has been a focus of the 
Arlington community since the late 
1990s, and we have made significant 
progress in meeting the goal, although 
much work remains.

Our Vision
Arlington Public Schools commits 

to ensuring that all students will meet 
high academic standards and achieve 
success regardless of race, ethnic-
ity, gender, home or native language, 
disability, special learning needs, 
economic background or other factors.

Strategies
Our strategies to carry out this vision 

include the following:
•	Provide	equitable	educational	
opportunities	with	clear	and	
meaningful	learning	targets.	

•	Provide	effective	and	dynamic	
classroom	instruction.	

•	Provide	necessary	and	appropriate	
support	for	all	students	and	all	
identified	groups.	

•	Provide	a	culturally	competent	
classroom,	school,	and	community	
environment. 
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School Board Office: 
1426 N. Quincy St. 
Arlington, Va. 22207
703-228-6015 (voice)
703-228-7640 (fax)
E-mail: school.board@apsva.us

Citizens who wish to meet with a Board 
member may do so on a walk-in basis 
during Open Office Hours on Monday 
from 5-7 p.m. on days when school is in 
session. School Board members can also 
meet by appointment with small groups of 
individuals to discuss issues or positions. If 
Monday is a holiday, Open Office Hours are 
held the following Tuesday from 8:30-
11:30 a.m.

School Board Meetings
Arlington School Board meeting dates, times, 
agendas and other information are available 
online at www.apsva.us/schoolboard.

Your School Board

Emma Violand-Sánchez, Chair (L) 
Sally Baird, Vice Chair (R) 

Members, L to R: James Lander, Abby 
Raphael , Noah Simon 

Some Examples
Here are some 

examples of how we’re 
implementing Goal 2:
•	We are using the 

Sheltered Instruction 
Observation Protocol 
(SIOP) at several of 
our schools, which 
integrates language 
and content instruction 
for English-language 
learners.

•	We are creating pre-assessment 
questions to target instruction and 
strengthens students’ knowledge, 
skills, and depth of understanding.

•	We are implementing “rich tasks” 
across all grade levels for all math 
classes. A rich task is a lesson, 
activity, or assignment in math that 
takes a student beyond traditional 
learning tasks. Instead, rich tasks can 
be:
•	Be inquiry-based, 
•	Involve multiple paths to a 

solution, 
•	Foster student discourse, 
•	Promote hands-on learning, 
•	Use games/challenges, and 
•	Use “real-life” situations/

scenarios.
•	We are identifying students who need 

additional support and providing 
them with the resources to pass 
Standards of Learning (SOL) exams.

•	We are closely monitoring data 
on individual students to provide 
targeted, ongoing and consistent 
instruction.

Celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: Arlington County’s 44th annual “Tribute 
to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.” will be held on Sun, Jan. 20, at Washington-Lee 
High School from 7–9 p.m., featuring a video of the student winners of the Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Literary and Visual Arts contest. 

•	We are using Data Walls and 
notebooks to help teachers identify 
needs of individual students.

•	We are using formative assessment, 
or “diagnostic testing,” during the 
learning process in order to modify 
teaching and learning activities to 
improve student achievement. 

•	We are strengthening early childhood 
education to ensure that all students 
have an equal start in the road 
toward academic success.

Monitoring Progress
In the Strategic Plan document 

(www.apsva.us/strategicplan) we iden-
tify a variety of data sources that we 
track to determine progress. Many 
of the data are available on the APS 
Dashboard (www.apsva.us/dashboard) 
so that our stakeholders can have easy 
access. In addition, we present our 
progress on the goals annually at a 
School Board meeting. 

Next
In the next issue of the The Citizen, 

I’ll focus on our third goal – Recruiting, 
Retaining, and Developing High-Quality 
Staff. n

APS is hosting The Whole Child 
Conference at Washington-Lee High 
School on Sat, Feb. 23 from 8:30 a.m. - 
12:15 p.m. The mission of the 
conference is to honor the whole child 
through the integration of intellectual, 
physical, social and emotional well-
being. The conference is designed to 
inform high school parents of ways 
to support their child physically, 
academically, social, and emotionally. 
There will be a keynote address 
followed by two breakout sessions. The 
topics include racial identity, healthy 
relationships, substance abuse, and 
talking to your teen. All APS parents 
of high school students are invited to 
attend.

Educating the Whole ChildMark Your Calendar

To view the complete calendar 
listing, visit: www.apsva.us/calendar

JANUARY

1

20

21

22

Winter Break through Jan. 2 
No School

Last Day to Apply
to any secondary school and 
to H-B Woodlawn.

44th Annual Tribute to Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Washington-Lee High 
School, 7–9 p.m.

Martin Luther King, Jr., Day 
No School

Teacher Work Day 
No School for Students

18

23

28

1
FEBRUARY

Applications to Countywide 
Elementary Schools and any 
elementary schools accepting 
transfers being accepted through 
April 15.

More Seats for More Students 
Community Meeting
Williamsburg Middle School, 7 p.m.

6

6

15

18

23

More Seats for More Students 
Community Meeting
Williamsburg Middle School, 7 p.m.

Kindergarten Information Night
Washington-Lee High School, 
7 p.m. Snow date Feb. 4.

Montessori Information Night
Drew Model School, 7 p.m. 
Snow date Feb. 13.

Summer Activities Fair
Thomas Jefferson Community 
Center, 6–8 p.m.

Presidents Day
No School

Whole Child Conference
Washington-Lee High School, 
8:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

FEBRUARY cont’d.
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Key Budget Dates: APS is currently developing the FY 2014 Budget. Key FY14 budget dates: Feb. 28 – Superintendent’s 
Proposed FY14 Budget presentation to the School Board; March 5 – School Board presentation to Civic Federation; 
Public Hearings – March 21 and April 18; May 2  – School Board adoption. More information, including the schedule 
of work sessions and the School Board budget framework and priorities are available online at www.apsva.us/budget. 

Elementary Boundary Decisions to be Made This Spring

Online boundary tool, at www.apsva.us/moreseats

More Seats for More Students 
is an open and transparent 

process for engaging and working with 
the Arlington County community to 
alleviate overcrowding in Arlington 
Public Schools (APS). The goal of this 
process is to provide every Arlington 
student with a quality seat that 
facilitates a high quality education. 

To fill the new elementary school 
to be built at Williamsburg and relieve 
overcrowding at neighborhood schools, 
the School Board has identified the 
following seven school communities 
to engage in achieving these goals: 
Ashlawn, Glebe, Jamestown, McKinley, 
Nottingham, Taylor, and Tuckahoe. 

An Online Boundary Mapping Tool 
has been created to provide the APS 
community with an opportunity to 
take a closer look at the data that will 
be used to inform the creation of the 

boundary around the new elementary 
school at Williamsburg. The new data 
tool will allow individuals to consider 
various boundary options for the new 
school by moving different planning 
units. Users can explore options to 
address crowding in neighboring 
schools by creating possible boundaries 
that work for the new school on the 
Williamsburg site. 

The Online Boundary Mapping Tool 
is available online at www.apsva.us/
moreseats. 

Community Involvement
A series of meetings will be held 

in January, February and March 
culminating with the Superintendent 
presenting recommendations to the 
School Board, at 7 p.m. on March 21.
•	January	8:	Ambassadors meet with 

PTAs of affected schools

•	January	23: Community Meeting 
at Williamsburg, 7 p.m. 

•	January	28: APS Staff and 
Ambassadors to present at 
Kindergarten Information Night 
at W-L

•	February	5:	Ambassadors meet 
with PTAs of impacted schools

•	February	6:	Community Meeting 
at Williamsburg, 7 p.m.

•	March	5: Ambassadors meet 
with PTAs of impacted schools

•	March	6: Community Meeting at 
Williamsburg, 7 p.m. Staff to present 
recommended options and rationale
APS is committed to running an 

open and transparent process and 
will keep the Arlington community 
informed every step of the way. APS 
values your engagement in this process 

New Syphax Education Center at Sequoia 
Open for Business

On Jan. 2, the new Syphax 
Education Center opened at 

Sequoia Building #2, 2110 Washington 
Blvd. Services and staff from the old 
Syphax and Clarendon Education 
Centers, other administrative offices, 
and adult education classrooms 
are now co-located at the new site, 
including: 
•	Department of Instruction, 
•	Parent Resource Center, 
•	Language Services Registration Center, 
•	Food Services Office, 
•	Extended Day Office, 
•	APS Professional Development Office,
•	APS Library and Media Services, 
•	Summer School Office, 
•	Adult Education, 
•	aRlington Education and Employment 

Program (REEP), 
•	Arlington Learning and Retirement 

Institute (ALRI), and
•	APS Print Shop and Materials Center.

The Learning Suite will provide 
classroom and meeting space for Adult 
Education and REEP.

The Welcome Center is open 8 a.m.-
5 p.m. weekdays and the Learning Suite 
is open from 8 a.m.-9:30 p.m.

All offices located at the APS 
Education Center, including the School 
Board office and the School Board 
meeting room, remain at the current 
location at 1426 N. Quincy St.

Getting There
By	Bus:
•	The ART bus stop is on Uhle St., at 

the entrance to the Sequoia Plaza.
•	ART Bus: Routes  

•	ART 42 Ballston - Pentagon
•	ART 45 Columbia Pike-DHS/

Sequoia-Rosslyn
•	ART 77 Shirlington-Lyon Park-

Court House
•	METROBUS: Routes that serve the 

Sequoia Plaza area include Routes 16 
(H, K, P, Y) and 4 (A, H).

By	Car:	
APS has approximately 60 spaces 

for visitors in the garage. Additional 
half-price meter and street parking are 
also available. 

Driving	Directions	from	Glebe	Road:
From South Arlington: Turn right on 

Columbia Pike. Turn left on Court House 
Rd. Proceed straight past 2nd St., then 
take a gentle left at the intersection. 

From North Arlington: Turn 
right onto the US-50 E. ramp. Exit 
onto S. Washington Blvd. toward 
Pentagon/I-395. Take an immediate 
right at S. Court House Rd. n

Inclement Weather 
Closings 

APS would like to remind parents about 
the inclement weather procedures.

In the event of snow, ice or other 
unusual conditions, school officials may 
decide to close school, delay school 
opening or close schools early, and in 
some cases, cancel evening or weekend 
events at schools, rec centers or other 
APS buildings. 

APS Decisions:
•	Messages go out to all parents via 

APS School Talk. 
•	On the web at www.apsva.us 
•	The toll-free hotline has messages 

recorded in English and Spanish:   
1-866-322-4277

•	Information is broadcast on 
Arlington County’s emergency 
radio station, 1700 AM and 
Comcast Cable Channel 70 or 
Verizon FiOS 41.

•	Local TV and radio stations receive 
regular updates.

The decision to close schools is 
usually made by 6 a.m. If schools 
need to be closed during the school 
day, a decision is usually made around 
11:30 a.m.

The APS Snow Learning Page can 
help parents and students “weather” 
time at home, with ideas and online 
resources for learning opportunities.

www.apsva.us/SnowLearningPage

and would like to hear your questions, 
concerns, and ideas.  

To contact APS, or for more 
information on the MSMS process, 
email us at moreseats@apsva.us, 
follow us on twitter @APSVirginia, 
visit our Facebook page www.facebook.
com/ArlingtonPublicSchools, or 
visit our website at www.apsva.us/
moreseats. n

Upcoming Parent 
Information Nights
APS will hold three information nights 
that are open to all Arlington parents in 
the coming months.

Kindergarten Information Night –
Jan. 28, 7 p.m., Washington-Lee High 
School

Parents will receive information 
about the registration process, school 
options, extended day and other 
school-related services. Staff will 
also provide helpful tips on how 
parents can prepare their children 
and themselves for the kindergarten 
experience. Representatives from each 
of Arlington’s 22 elementary schools 
will be on hand to meet parents. 
Snow Date: Feb. 4.

Montessori Information Night – 
Feb. 6, 7 p.m., at Drew Model School

The program will highlight the 
Montessori philosophy and practice 
and the application and enrollment 
process. Parents will also have the 
opportunity to tour classrooms. 
Snow Date: Feb. 13.

Summer Activities Fair – 
Feb. 16, 6-8 p.m., at Thomas Jefferson 
Community Center

Arlington residents will have an 
opportunity to obtain information 
about activities that will be offered 
this summer by a variety of camps and 
other organizations. 
Snow Date: Feb. 22. 

For more information, visit:
www.apsva.us 
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El proyecto vPoint nominado 
Mejor desarrollo de viviendas de bajo costo

El desarrollo de 
usos múltiples de 

Clarendon (vPoint) 
construido con 
ayuda financiera del 
Condado de Arlington, 
fue recientemente 
nominado como 
“Mejor desarrollo de 
viviendas de bajo 
costo” del Estado 
en la conferencia 
Governor’s Housing 
Conference 2012.

El premio reconoce 
a vPoint como un 
desarrollo innovador 
en su concepto, 
diseño y excepcional 
al satisfacer las 
necesidades de la comunidad. 

Ubicado en 1210 N. Highland Street, 
el proyecto presentó una oportunidad 
única para que el gobierno del 
Condado de Arlington se asocie con la 
comunidad religiosa para proporcionar 
viviendas de bajo costo a una cuadra 
del metro de Clarendon, y preservar la 
guardería.

El desarrollo promueve la visión 
de diversidad e inclusión del Condado 
proporcionando oportunidades de 
viviendas para personas con ingresos 
combinados y necesidades especiales 
en un vecindario urbano atractivo 
cerca de trabajos, transporte, centros 
comerciales, recreación, y servicios del 
Condado.

En 2008, la Junta del Condado 
aprobó un préstamo de $13.1 millones 
del Fondo de Inversión para Viviendas 
Asequibles (AHIF, por sus siglas en 
inglés) para financiar el proyecto. 
Se construyeron 116 apartamentos 
de alquiler arriba de la actual iglesia 
Clarendon Baptist Church, y se 
mantuvo la guardería de la iglesia 
que funciona en el sitio hace más de 
46 años. Las unidades para alquiler 
son una combinación de una, dos y 

tres habitaciones y son hogares para 
residentes con una amplia variedad de 
ingresos.  n

•	Church of Clarendon

•	Views at Clarendon Corporation 
(propietario sin fines de lucro)

•	Bozzuto Development (co-
desarrollador)

•	Chesapeake Community Advisors (co-
desarrollador)

•	Arlington County (financiera)

•	Virginia Housing Development 
Authority (financiera)

•	 Enterprise Community Partners 
(préstamo de pre-desarrollo)

•	MTFA Architecture (arquitecto)

•	Bozzuto Construction (contratista)

•	Bozzuto Management (administrador 
de propiedades)

•	Arlington Partnership for  
Affordable Housing (consultor)

Los socios del proyecto

¿Las últimas tormentas revelaron 
filtraciones en sus techos o las 

ventanas? ¿Tiene problemas de 
humedad en el sótano? ¿Tiene una 
limitación física que requiere una 
modificación en su hogar? ¿Le gustaría 
modernizar la cocina, el baño o la 
sala familiar o incorporar mejoras 
de eficiencia energética? ¿O conoce 
vecinos que tienen estos problemas? 

Si así fuera, tenemos un programa 
que puede ayudarlo. AHC Inc., una 
organización sin fines de lucro con 
sede en Arlington que funciona desde 
1975, administra un programa en 
conjunto con el Condado de Arlington 
que ayuda a las familias con ingresos 
moderados a llevar a cabo proyectos 
de mejoramiento del hogar de forma 
asequible y sin la molestia de tener que 
evaluar y contratar a un contratista 
propio. Durante más de 25 años, el 
Programa de Mejoras de Hogares (HIP, 
por sus siglas en inglés) ha ayudado 
a cientos de familias a modernizar, 
mantener y mejorar sus hogares 
exitosamente.

El programa se centra en mejoras 
de seguridad y energía, tales como 

Programa de mejoramiento de hogares para 
residentes con ingresos limitados 

ventanas, techos, aislamiento del 
ático, modernizaciones de cañerías y 
electricidad y sistemas de calefacción y 
necesidades de los ancianos tales como 
barras para sostenerse, sillas de ruedas 
y rampas. También pueden realizarse 
proyectos más grandes, incluidas 
renovaciones e incorporaciones de 
cocinas y baños. Las tasas de interés 
son bajas y la financiación es flexible 
según la situación financiera del hogar. 

Sin costo adicional para los 
propietarios, los administradores 
de construcción de AHC se ocupan 
de todos los detalles para que usted 
no tenga que preocuparse. AHC 
garantizará que su proyecto se lleve a 
cabo de forma profesional, dentro del 
presupuesto y del plazo. 

Se aplican límites de ingresos y 
varían según la cantidad de integrantes 
del hogar. Por ejemplo, el ingreso 
familiar máximo para una familia con 
cuatro integrantes es de $86,000. Para 
un hogar con dos integrantes, el ingreso 
máximo es de $68,800.

Para más información, comuníquese 
con Rick Holliday, AHC Inc., 703-486-
0626 ext.132, holliday@ahcinc.org.  n

Un nuevo ‘Usted’ para el nuevo año 

Se acerca un nuevo año y usted está 
preparado para realizar algunas 

resoluciones, ¿verdad? Está enfocado, 
motivado, y determinado; este es SU 
año. Ya sea que su objetivo sea bajar 
20 libras, entrenar de forma constante, 
comer más sano o correr su primer 
maratón, los Gimnasios del Condado 
de Arlington son un lugar excelente 
para comenzar con sus resoluciones de 
entrenamiento físico y salud. 

Ofrecemos clases de cardio, pesas, 
spinning, pilates, entrenamiento 
físico y mucho más. Aproveche los 
seis lugares convenientes y las tarifas 
reducidas para residentes de $195 
anuales. Tome nota de los siguientes 
consejos para lograr un nuevo Usted en 
el nuevo año. 

¡Sea Realista! si bien 
comenzar es un desafío, 
fijar objetivos realistas y 
mantenerse en camino es igual 
de importante. Es mejor fijar 
objetivos diarios, semanales 
y mensuales y observar 
el progreso a lo largo del 
camino. De esta forma, usted 
se mantendrá concentrado en 
sus metas a corto plazo. ¡No 
olvide recompensarse de forma 
responsable por alcanzar cada 
objetivo! ¡Usted lo merece!

No lo haga solo: es fundamental 
que comparta sus objetivos con 
su esposo/a, sus padres, amigos, y 
las personas que lo escuchan. Un 
sistema de apoyo lo ayudará a asumir 
la responsabilidad de alcanzar sus 
objetivos y celebrar su éxito. 

Manténgase en camino: cuando 
sienta que está por flaquear, 
concéntrese en las cosas positivas, 
piense en lo bien que se siente después 
de realizar alguna actividad física y el 
orgullo que sentirá al avanzar hacia su 
objetivo final y revelar el nuevo Usted. 

Para más información sobre los 
Gimnasios del Condado de Arlington, 
llame al 703-228-5920 o visite www.
arlingtonva.us; y busque “fitness 
centers”.  n

La ley exige despejar las aceras

Una ordenanza del Condado 
de Arlington exige que los 

propietarios de las viviendas de 
Arlington limpien la nieve y el hielo 
de las aceras públicas adyacentes a 
su propiedad dentro de un periodo de 
tiempo determinado. Tener aceras y 
rutas peatonales despejadas y seguras 
es esencial para garantizar el acceso 
a trabajos, escuelas y servicios para 
todos en una comunidad transitable 
como Arlington. La Ordenanza sobre 
Remoción de Nieve busca ayudar 
a garantizar un acceso seguro para 

los peatones y también garantizar la 
disponibilidad de todos los medios 
de transporte lo más pronto posible 
luego de una tormenta de nieve. La 
ordenanza también prohíbe que la 
nieve y el hielo de una propiedad 
privada se traslade a una propiedad 
pública o se deposite allí. Quedan 
exentos los propietarios de viviendas 
que tienen una discapacidad física que 
les impide cumplir con la ordenanza. 
Para más información, visite www.
arlingtonva.us y busque “snow.”  n


