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DATE:  March 17, 2007 
 
SUBJECT: Approve the Award of an Architectural and Engineering (A&E) Design Services 
Contract for Park Design Services at the Fairlington Community Center at 3308 S. Stafford 
Street.  
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

1. Approve the Award of an A&E Contract for Park Design Services to Rhodeside Harwell 
Incorporated in an amount not to exceed $248,527 and a contingency of $29,823, for a 
total authorization not to exceed $278,350. 

 
2. Authorize the Purchasing Agent to execute the contract documents, subject to review by 

the County Attorney. 
 
ISSUES: None  
 
SUMMARY:  Rhodeside Harwell Incorporated (RHI) was selected through a sole source 
request to provide architectural and engineering design services for site renovations at 
Fairlington Community Center.  RHI was a member of the design team hired in January 2004 
through a competitive Request for Proposal process to provide design services and construction 
documents for the renovation of the community center building.  As part of that contract, RHI 
was responsible for conducting a community-based master planning process for the park area 
surrounding the community center.   RHI completed that process and developed a park concept 
plan that was unanimously supported by the Fairlington Citizens Association in June 2004.  As 
part of this A&E Contract, RHI will develop construction documents for park improvements 
based on the aforementioned concept plan.    
  
BACKGROUND:  The Fairlington Community Center, a local and state historic landmark 
located at 3308 S. Stafford Street is a one-story facility with a partial basement which was 
formerly the Fairlington Elementary School, constructed in 1944.   The community center 
occupies a 7-acre site that contains a parking lot, playground area, rectangular athletic field, 
basketball court, a par-course station area, and vehicular and pedestrian circulation routes.  
Planning for the comprehensive renovation of the community center building and its site began 
in January 2004.  Implementation of the improvements has been broken into two phases based on 
funding availability.   Phase 1, the renovation of the building is currently under construction.  



 
 

Phase 2, implementation of site improvements, will begin with the hiring of RHI to provide A&E 
design services.  The planned site improvements were identified by staff and community 
residents in the June 2004 concept plan and include: a re-designed and enlarged parking lot; new 
lighting for the parking lot and main entry paths; required storm water management; 
improvements to two of the building’s exterior courtyards; basketball court replacement; new 
spectator seating for the field; irrigation of the existing play field; a new pedestrian entry from 
Utah Street; removal of chain link fencing; installation of ornamental fencing; correction of 
erosion and drainage issues; and new landscaping throughout the site.  Although it was not 
identified in the 2004 concept plan, the undergrounding of existing overhead electrical wires is 
also included in the site improvements.  The existing playground area is in good condition and is 
not part of the Phase 2 scope.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: Funding for this Architectural and Engineering Design Services Contract  
are available from previously appropriated bond funds designated for this project and approved 
in the November 2004 Park Bond Referendum (324.438200.80001.FAI2.RJD.0000). 
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