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DATE:  May 17, 2007 
 
SUBJECT:  Request to Advertise on the County Board’s Own Motion public hearings to 
consider the following action related to the new site plan application (SP #408) to renovate and 
add space to accommodate a total of approximately 52 residents on the premises known as 2000 
South 5th Street, Arlington Assisted Living Residence (RPC #24-032-036). 
 
C.M. RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Authorize, on the County Board’s own motion, advertising public hearings to consider the 
site plan application at the Planning Commission meeting on June 25, 2007 and the 
County Board on July 7, 2007. 
 

ISSUES:  None. 
 
SUMMARY:  In partnership with Arlington County Department of Human Services (DHS), 
Volunteers of America (VOA) National Services plans to renovate the existing vacant 39-unit 
building at 2000 South 5th Street, build an addition for 13 more residents, and redevelop the site 
into a 52-unit assisted living building for low-income seniors with serious mental illness, mental 
retardation and/or physical disabilities that necessitate assistance with activities of daily living. 
 
BACKGROUND:  The property is 41,750 square feet, and contains a vacant, two-story 
apartment building with a partial basement.  The property was operated under a County use 
permit approved in 1987 to adapt the 26 apartment units to a 39-unit elderly care facility.  The 
Use Permit allows for the care of a maximum of 75 elderly residents.  The Virginia Department 
of Social Services had licensed the property since 1988 as an assisted living residence (Oak 
Spring) to provide assisted living.  Oak Spring’s business operations ceased in late 2002; the 
County purchased the property in June 2003. 
 

 
County Attorney:  _____________ 
 
Staff:   Rich Dooley, DCPHD, Planning Division 
 Cynthia Stevens, DHS, Director’s Office 
 Adam Denton, DES, Transportation Planning 
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In May 2005, the Arlington County Board approved an Agreement of Conveyance of Property 
and Improvements at 2000 S. 5th Street from Arlington County to Arlington VOA Assisted 
Living Residence, Inc. to permit renovation and operation of the property exclusively as an 
assisted living facility with HUD funding.  The property conveyed to Arlington VOA on June 
14, 2005. 
 
DISCUSSION:  This site plan has been to the Site Plan Review Committee (SPRC) one (1) time 
on May 14, 2007.  The applicant at the SPRC meeting initially addressed questions regarding 
transportation, suggested site plan conditions, emergency access, architecture, and the interior 
design of the facility. A brief session for this item at the June 11, 2007 SPRC meeting will 
finalize the SPRC discussion about any remaining questions. 
 
This site plan was accepted by the Zoning Office on March 28, 2007. Per the Zoning Ordinance, 
Section 36.H.2, a minimum of 120 days after the receipt of fees and final site plan submission, is 
required for review of a complete site plan.  With that requirement, this site plan would not be 
able to be heard until the September County Board meeting. However, the Ordinance further 
states that a site plan may be heard by the County Board on its own motion in less than 120 days, 
e.g., at the July County Board meeting. The Housing, Transportation, and Planning Commissions 
are all preparing to hear this site plan at their respective June commission meetings. 
 
The unique nature of this facility and the significant need for affordable housing and services for 
its intended residents are partially the reasons to hear this site plan, which will be ready to be 
presented at the July County Board meeting, before the typical 120-day minimum time frame for 
site plan public review period. It appears as though the applicant can adequately address the 
small number of issues raised at the first SPRC meeting in time for the July County Board 
meeting. Furthermore, the expedited review process will facilitate the project’s associated HUD 
funding and the agreement VOA made to HUD in securing the competitive funds. 
 
CONCLUSION:  There is a significant demand to provide affordable housing and services to 
the VOA-AALR’s intended residents.  Therefore, it is recommended that the County Board 
authorize, on the County Board’s own motion, advertising public hearings to consider the site 
plan application at the Planning Commission meeting on June 25, 2007 and the County Board on 
July 7, 2007. 
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