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County Board Agenda Item 
Meeting of June 9, 2007 

 
 
 
DATE:  May 22, 2007 
 
SUBJECT:  Request to advertise for a public hearing to amend the ordinance on precincts and 
polling places. 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

Authorize the advertisement for a public hearing on July 7, 2007 to consider proposed 
amendments to the ordinance on precincts and polling places, as follows: 

 
1. Amend the boundaries of the current Clarendon 014 and Virginia Square 040 Precincts 

and change the polling place for the Virginia Square Precinct 040 from Central Library, 
1015 North Quincy Street, to George Mason University, 3401 Fairfax Drive. 

2. Amend the boundaries of the current Aurora Hills 003 and Crystal City 006 Precincts to 
create a new precinct, Crystal Plaza 050, using Crystal Plaza, 2111 Jefferson Davis 
Highway, as a polling place. 

 
ISSUES:  None. 
 
SUMMARY:  The General Registrar and Electoral Board recommend one polling place change 
for an existing precinct, one new precinct, and several precinct boundary changes. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The General Registrar and the Arlington County Electoral Board recommend 
the following changes to the County ordinance, attached in part, establishing precinct boundaries 
and polling places. The proposed changes will take effect with the November 6, 2007 General 
Election, pending approval from the U.S. Department of Justice. Virginia law requires polling 
places and precincts be established by County ordinance. The proposed amendments are: 
 
I. Clarendon 014 and Virginia Square 040 Precincts 
 
Because of ongoing construction at Washington-Lee High School, in 2006 the County Board 
approved the move of the polling place for the Clarendon Precinct 014 from Washington-Lee 
High School to Central Library, 1015 North Quincy Street. Central Library is also the polling 
place for the Virginia Square Precinct 040, and voters from the two precincts have been sharing 
the Library’s Auditorium for voting.  



 
 

 
The General Registrar and Electoral Board recommend the polling place for Virginia Square 040 
be moved from Central Library to George Mason University, 3401 Fairfax Drive. Voting will be 
in Room 329, accessible by elevator or escalator. This move will relieve overcrowding at the 
Library, where the Clarendon Precinct must continue voting until construction is complete at 
Washington-Lee High School and voters are able to return to that location. At that time the 
General Registrar and Electoral Board anticipate amending precinct boundaries to create a new 
precinct to vote at the Library. 
 
In addition to the polling place move for the Virginia Square Precinct, the General Registrar and 
Electoral Board recommend an adjustment to the boundaries between the two precincts so voters 
living across North Quincy Street from Central Library, now located in the Virginia Square 
Precinct, will be moved to the Clarendon Precinct and can continue to vote at Central Library. 
One building in particular contains a number of elderly and disabled voters who would be 
inconvenienced by the polling place move to George Mason University. About 750 voters will 
be affected 
 
II. Proposed New Precinct: Crystal Plaza 050 
 
The Potomac Yards area of the County, currently located in the Aurora Hills Precinct 003, is 
undergoing considerable residential growth. The current polling place for Aurora Hills, SOC 
Enterprises, 750 23rd Street South, is already at capacity for the precinct’s current 2,350 voters 
and thus of inadequate size to accommodate the expected increase in residents in this area. 
Additionally, the adjacent Crystal City Precinct 006, currently voting at Water Park Towers, 
1501 Crystal Drive, is one of the largest precincts in the County with about 3,500 registered 
voters. 
 
The General Registrar and Electoral Board recommend a new precinct, Crystal Plaza 050, be 
created from parts of the Aurora Hills 003 and Crystal City 006 Precincts. The precinct will 
consist of residents in the Crystal Plaza and Crystal House (I and II) apartment buildings, 
currently in the Crystal City Precinct, and the Buchanan and Eclipse buildings, currently in the 
Aurora Hills Precinct, as well as all new residential construction currently underway at Potomac 
Yards. The precinct boundaries would be from the boundary line north along Jefferson Davis 
Highway to 20th Street South to Crystal Drive, then south to 26th Street South to the railroad 
tracks, and then north to the Potomac River.  
 
Voting for the proposed new precinct will be in the party room of Crystal Plaza, 2111 Jefferson 
Davis Highway. Use of this location as a polling place was specified as a condition of the revised 
Crystal Plaza Site Plan (SP #11). The General Registrar and Electoral Board believe this location 
will be adequate to accommodate voters in this area until such time as additional residential 
growth through occupation of residential properties currently under construction or approved 
would require an additional polling place, at which time one would established at Potomac Yards 
in accordance with a condition specified in the Potomac Yards Site Plan (SP #346). 
 
All affected voters will be mailed new voter cards and notices prior to the November 6, 2007 
election. 
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Attachment 1 
 
 

ORDINANCE 
 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE BOUNDARIES OF VOTING PRECINCTS AND POLLING 
PLACE LOCATIONS 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the County Board of Arlington, Virginia, that: 

 
1. Pursuant to Chapter 3, Article 3 of Title 24.2, Elections, of the Code of Virginia, the 

boundaries of voter election precincts and polling place locations, are as follows: 
 
 

*** 

003 

AURORA HILLS PRECINCT 

Beginning at the intersection of the centerline of South Arlington Ridge Road and 23rd Street South; 

thence in an easterly direction with the centerline of 23rd Street South to Crystal Drive Jefferson Davis 

Highway; thence in a southerly direction with centerline of Crystal Drive Jefferson Davis Highway to its 

intersection with the Airport Access Road; thence in an easterly direction with the centerline of the Airport 

Access Road to its intersection with the centerline of the railroad tracks; thence in a northerly direction 

with the centerline of the railroad tracks to its intersection with the Potomac River (Arlington County 

Boundary); thence in a southerly direction with the Potomac River (Arlington County Boundary) to its 

intersection with Four Mile Run (Arlington County Boundary); thence in a westerly direction with Four Mile 

Run (Arlington County Boundary) it to its intersection with the centerline of South Arlington Ridge Road; 

thence in a northerly direction with the centerline of South Arlington Ridge Road to its intersection with the 

centerline of 23rd Street South, the point of beginning. 

 

The polling place is located at SOC Enterprises Inc., 750 23rd Street South. 

 
*** 
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006 

CRYSTAL CITY PRECINCT 

Beginning at the intersection of the centerlines of 23rd 18th Street South and South Fern Street; thence in 

a northerly direction with the centerline of South Fern Street to its intersection with the centerline of 15th 

Street South; thence in an easterly direction with the centerline of 15th Street South to its intersection with 

the centerline of Jefferson Davis Highway; thence in a northerly direction with the centerline of Jefferson 

Davis Highway to its intersection with the centerline of Shirley Highway; thence in an easterly direction 

with the centerline of Shirley Highway to the Potomac River (Arlington County Boundary); thence in a 

southerly direction with the Potomac River (Arlington County Boundary) to its intersection with the 

centerline of the railroad tracks; thence in a southerly direction with the centerline of the railroad tracks to 

its intersection with the centerline of the Airport Access Road; thence in a westerly direction with the 

centerline of the Airport Access Road to its intersection with the centerline of Crystal Drive; thence in a 

northerly direction with the centerline of Crystal Drive to its intersection with the centerline of 23rd 20th 

Street South ; thence in a westerly direction with the centerline of 23rd 20th Street South to its intersection 

with the centerline of Jefferson Davis Highway; thence in a northerly direction along the centerline of 

Jefferson Davis Highway to its intersection with the centerline of 18th Street South; thence in a westerly 

direction along the centerline of 18th Street South to its intersection with the centerline of  South Fern 

Street, the point of beginning.   

 

The polling place is located in the community room of Water Park Towers, 1501 Crystal Drive.  

 
*** 

 
 

014 

CLARENDON PRECINCT 

Beginning at the intersection of the centerlines of I-66 and North Glebe Road; thence in an easterly 

direction with the centerline of I-66 to its intersection with the centerline of North Quincy Street; thence in 

a southerly direction with the centerline of North Quincy Street to its intersection with the centerline of 
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Washington Boulevard; thence in a westerly direction with the centerline of Washington Boulevard to its 

intersection with the centerline of North Randolph Street; thence in a southerly direction with the 

centerline of North Randolph Street to its intersection with the centerline of Fairfax Drive; thence in a 

westerly direction with the centerline of Fairfax Drive to its intersection with the centerline of North Glebe 

Road; thence in a northerly direction with the centerline of North Glebe Road to its intersection with the 

centerline of I-66, the point of beginning. 

 

The polling place is Central Library Auditorium, 1015 North Quincy Street. 

 
*** 

 
040 

VIRGINIA SQUARE PRECINCT 

Beginning at the intersection of the centerlines of I-66 and North Quincy Street; thence in an easterly and 

northeasterly direction with the centerline of I-66 to its intersection with the centerline of Lee Highway; 

thence in an easterly direction with the centerline of Lee Highway to its intersection with the centerline of 

Kirkwood Road; thence in a southerly direction with the centerline of Kirkwood Road to its intersection 

with the centerline of North Jackson Street; thence in a westerly direction with the centerline of North 

Jackson Street to its intersection with the centerline of Wilson Boulevard; thence in a westerly direction 

with the centerline of Wilson Boulevard to its intersection with the centerline of North Nelson Street; 

thence in a northerly direction with the centerline of North Nelson Street to its intersection with the 

centerline of Fairfax Drive; thence in a westerly direction with the centerline of Fairfax Drive to its 

intersection with the centerline of North Randolph Quincy Street; thence in a northerly direction with the 

centerline of North Randolph Street to its intersection with the centerline of Washington Boulevard; 

thence in an easterly direction with the centerline of Washington Boulevard to its intersection with the 

centerline of North Quincy Street; thence in a northerly direction with the centerline of North Quincy Street 

to its intersection of the centerline of I-66, the point of beginning. 

 

The polling place is the Central Library Auditorium, 1015 North Quincy Street George Mason University, 
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3400 Fairfax Drive. 

 
*** 

050 

CRYSTAL PLAZA PRECINCT 

Beginning at the intersection of the centerline of Jefferson Davis Highway and Four Mile Run (Arlington 

County Boundary); thence in a northerly direction along the centerline of Jefferson Davis Highway to its 

intersection with the centerline of 23rd Street South; thence in a westerly direction along the intersection of 

23rd Street South to its intersection with South Fern Street; thence in a northerly direction along the 

centerline of South Fern Street to its intersection with the centerline of 18th Street South; thence in an 

easterly direction along the centerline of 18th Street South to its intersection with the centerline of 

Jefferson Davis Highway; thence in a southerly direction along the centerline of Jefferson Davis Highway 

to its intersection with the centerline of 20th Street South; thence in an easterly direction along the 

centerline of 20th Street South to its intersection with the centerline of Crystal Drive; thence in a southerly 

direction along the centerline of Crystal Drive to its intersection with the centerline of the Airport Access 

Road; thence in an easterly direction along the centerline of the Airport Access Road to its intersection 

with the centerline of the railroad tracks; thence in a northerly direction along the centerline of the railroad 

tracks to its intersection with the Potomac River (Arlington County Boundary); thence in a southerly 

direction along the Potomac River (Arlington County Boundary) to its intersection with Four Mile Run 

(Arlington County Boundary); thence in a westerly direction along Four Mile Run to its intersection with 

the centerline of Jefferson Davis Highway, the point of the beginning. 

 

The polling place is Crystal Plaza Apartments, 2111 Jefferson Davis Highway. 

 

All other precincts and polling places shall remain as previously established by ordinance. 
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Attachment II 
 
I. Clarendon 014 and Virginia Square 040 Precincts 
 
This proposal moves the polling place for Virginia Square Precinct from Central Library, where 
it is currently sharing the space with the Clarendon Precinct, to George Mason University, 3401 
Fairfax Drive. 
 
Construction at Washington-Lee High School forced the Clarendon Precinct to relocate to a new 
voting location in 2006. Voters were moved to the Auditorium at Central Library, 1015 North 
Quincy Street, which was already the polling place for the Virginia Square Precinct. 
 
Moving Virginia Square voters out of the Library and to the George Mason campus will relieve 
stress on the Library. The George Mason location is also more centrally located within the 
Virginia Square Precinct than is the Library. Voting will be in Room 329, accessible by escalator 
or elevator. 
 
Along with the polling place change for Virginia Square voters, this proposal also would move 
approximately 750 voters in the blocks bordered by Washington Boulevard, North Quincy Street, 
Fairfax Drive, and North Randolph Street, currently located in the Virginia Square Precinct, to 
the Clarendon Precinct. These blocks are located directly across from Central Library, and one 
building in particular houses a number of elderly and disabled residents. This boundary change 
would allow these voters to continue voting at Central Library. 
 
Once construction is complete at Washington-Lee High School, anticipated within the next few 
years, Clarendon Precinct voters would return to that location. The General Registrar and 
Electoral Board expect there will be sufficient growth in this area that a new precinct would be 
created to vote at Central Library. 
 
Page 8 depicts the current and proposed configurations for these two precincts. 
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Current Configuration: Clarendon 014 and Virginia Square 040 
 

 

Central Library 
1015 North Quincy Street 
Current polling place 
for both precincts 

 
 

Proposed Configuration: Clarendon 014 and Virginia Square 040 
 

 

Only Clarendon 014 would 
vote at Central Library 

Virginia Square 040 would 
vote at George Mason 
University, 3401 Fairfax 
Drive 
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II. Proposed New Precinct: Crystal Plaza 050 
 
This proposal creates a new precinct, Crystal Plaza 050, from portions of the current Aurora 
Hills 003 and Crystal City 006 Precincts. New high-rise residential development in the Potomac 
Yards area near the Arlington County Boundary is currently located inAurora Hills Precinct and 
is anticipated to result in 1,500 to 2,000 additional registered voters once fully occupied. This 
precinct currently consists mainly of single-family homes and votes at SOC Enterprises, 750 23rd 
Street South, in a room of inadequate size to accommodate the anticipated growth. Aurora Hills 
currently has about 2,350 registered voters. 
 
Crystal City Precinct, consisting entirely of high-rise residential buildings, is currently among the 
County’s largest precincts, at about 3,500 registered voters. Residential growth from future 
projects within this precinct’s current boundaries such as North Tract Lofts, Crystal House Lofts, 
and Crystal Plaza II will further impact the number of registered voters in this precinct in the 
coming years. Crystal City Precinct currently votes at Water Park Towers, in a facility adequate 
for the precinct’s current size. 
 
A portion of the current boundaries between the two precincts is shown on Page 10. 
 
The proposal would revise the boundaries between the two precincts to create a new precinct, 
Crystal Plaza 050, voting at the current Crystal Plaza apartment complex. Voting would be in the 
party room, just to the left off the main lobby entrance. This location is available for use as a 
polling place as a condition of the revised Crystal Plaza Site Plan (SP #11), approved by the 
County Board on September 16, 2006. 
 
The new precinct boundaries would move residents in the Buchanan high-rise property in Aurora 
Hills Precinct to the new precinct, leaving Aurora Hills at about 1,950 registered voters, a 
manageable number for their current voting location. It would also move residents from Crystal 
Plaza and the two Crystal House buildings from the Crystal City precinct to the new precinct, 
reducing that precinct to about 2,200, with adequate room for anticipated future growth. 
 
The new precinct also includes the residential properties under construction at Potomac Yards. 
One property, the Eclipse, has begun occupation and to date has about 35 registered voters. The 
size of the new precinct will be about 1,865 voters initially, and the location could adequately 
accommodate several hundred additional voters.  
 
The General Registrar and Electoral Board will continue to monitor residential growth in this 
new precinct area, which will include planned residential growth from the Crystal House Lofts 
and Crystal Plaza II projects as well as the many residential properties at Potomac Yards. It is 
expected an additional precinct will be necessary in Potomac Yards within the next five years. 
 
The map on Page 11 shows the proposed new precinct boundaries. 
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Current Configuration (in part): Aurora Hills 003 and Crystal City 006 
 

 

Crystal City residents currently 
vote at Water Park Towers, 1501 
Crystal Drive, just to the north on 
this map. 

Construction that will result in heavy 
residential growth is currently underway in 
the Potomac Yards area, south of 26th 
Street. 
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Proposed New Configuration (in part): Aurora Hills 003, Crystal City 006 and 
Crystal Plaza 050 
 

 

Proposed Polling 
place is Crystal Plaza, 
2111 Jefferson Davis 
Highway 
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