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ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 

County Board Agenda Item 
Meeting of April 21, 2007  

 
 
 
DATE:  April 5, 2007 
 
SUBJECT:  U-3052-02-3 USE PERMIT REVIEW of a day care center for 38 children at 2612 
North Pershing Drive.  (RPC #18-056-006)  
 
Applicant: 
Jamal A. Sharifi and Safia Jamal 
2612 North Pershing Drive 
Arlington, Virginia  22203 
   
C.M. RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Renew, subject to all previous conditions, with an administrative review in one (1) year 
and a County Board review in three (3) years (March 2010). 
 

ISSUES:  None. 
 
SUMMARY:  The Cherry Blossom Day Care Center located at the subject property provides 
care for a total of 38 children who range in age from 4 months to 5 years of age.  Since the prior 
use permit review, an inspection had determined that the child care center was operating below 
minimum required teacher-to-child ratios.  This issue has been resolved and the child care center 
currently operates in compliance with child care regulations and approved use permit conditions.  
Therefore, staff recommends that the child care center use be renewed with an administrative 
review in one (1) year and a County Board review in three (3) years (March 2010). 
 
BACKGROUND:  The County Board approved the subject use permit for a day care center on 
March 15, 2003.  The use was renewed in March 2004, with an administrative review in one (1) 
year and a County Board review in three (3) years.  Since that time, the applicant was required to 
secure and maintain appropriate state and local child care licenses, verify that they do not reside 
at the subject address by providing the address of a valid residence, and provide additional 
information to staff.  In August 2006, the County Child Care Office performed an inspection of 
this facility and determined that the school was not in compliance with minimum teacher-to-
child ratios as prescribed by County regulations.  The Child Care Office also had concerns 
regarding logistics of feedings and discrepancies in menu information being provided by the 
center’s staff.  Staff also expressed concerns regarding beverages not being served with 
children’s meals and that the meals being served were not shown on written menus provided by 
the center’s staff. The applicant was allowed to continue operations and was given an 
opportunity to correct feeding and menu irregularities and to increase their teacher ratios.   
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DISCUSSION:  The County Child Care Office performed subsequent inspections of this center 
during the week of March 19, 2007.  Staff has determined from their subsequent inspections that 
the center now provides beverages with meals and that the staff now provides meals as depicted 
on their menus.  Staff reports that there is currently a total of nine full time child care center 
staff, and on the day of inspection, there were 27 children present.  Staff noted that proper 
teacher-to-child ratios were being maintained in all classrooms.  Since the prior review, the 
applicant has provided verification for child care office staff that they do not reside at the subject 
address and have provided the address of a valid residence. 
 
The applicant states that the program operates in four classrooms located within two buildings on 
this site.  The program provides child care on Mondays through Fridays from 7a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
operates year-round.  The site provides six parking spaces for its staff and a pick-up and drop-off 
area for parents and children.  
 
Since the Last Review (March 14, 2004): 

 
Use Permit Conditions:  The child care center use is in compliance with approved use permit 
conditions.   
 
Community Code Enforcement:  The Code Enforcement Office has not expressed any issues 
regarding the current use. 
 
Police Department:  The Police Department has not reported any complaints or violations 
regarding the use.  
 
Fire Marshal’s Office:  The Fire Marshal’s Office has not reported any complaints or 
violations regarding the use.  

 
Civic Associations:  The subject site is located within the Lyon Park Civic Association.  As 
of the date of this report, the civic association has not expressed any concerns regarding the 
continuation of this use. 

 
CONCLUSION:  The Cherry Blossom Child Care Center is in compliance with County 
regulations and use permit conditions.  Staff has not received any concerns from the adjacent 
community regarding the child care center use.  The County Child Care Office continues to 
monitor the program and provides technical assistance to the applicant.  The Child Care Office 
will continue to perform periodic inspections of this facility to determine compliance with 
County regulations and use permit conditions. Staff recommends an administrative review in one 
year and a three-year County Board review to ensure continued compliance with teacher-to-child 
ratios.  Therefore, staff recommends that the child care center use be renewed with an 
administrative review in one (1) year and a County Board review in three (3) years (March 
2010).
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PREVIOUS COUNTY BOARD ACTIONS:  
 
April 13, 1985 Approved a use permit (U-2445-85-1) for a nursery 

school for up to 12 children, ages 2 1/2 to 6 years, 
from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., weekdays with a six 
(6) month review. 

 
October 5, 1985 Continued use permit (U-2445-85-1) with a review 

in six (6) months. 
 
April 15, 1986 Continued use permit (U-2445-85-1) with a review 

in one (1) year. 
 
April 4, 1987 Continued use permit (U-2445-85-1) with a review 

in three (3) years. 
 
April 10, 1990 Continued use permit (U-2445-85-1) with a review 

in five (5) years. 
 
April 1, 1995 Discontinued use permit (U-2445-85-1). 
 
November 16, 1996 Approved use permit (U-2900-96-2) for a family 

day care home for nine (9) children, ages infants to 
13 years, weekdays, 6:30 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. subject 
to conditions with a review in one year.  (November 
1997) 

 
February 8, 2003 Deferred use permit request (U-3052-03-3) for a 

day care center for 38 children to the March 15, 
2003 County Board meeting. 

 
March 15, 2003 Approved use permit request (U-3052-03-3) for a 

day care center for 38 children with an 
administrative review in six months (August 2003) 
and a County Board review in one (1) year.  (March 
2004) 

 
March 14, 2004 Renewed use permit request (U-3052-03-3) for a 

day care center for 38 children with an 
administrative review in one (1) year and a County 
Board review in three (3) years. (March 2007) 

 
March 17, 2007 Deferred use permit request (U-3052-03-3) for a 

day care center for 38 children to the April 21, 2007 
County Board meeting. (April 2007) 
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Approved Conditions: 
 

1. The applicant agrees to meet the requirements of the Child Care Ordinance, the 
Community Code Enforcement, the Environmental Health Bureau, the Fire 
Department, including the installation of appropriate smoke installation systems, 
prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy. 

 
2. The applicant agrees that all outdoor play shall be planned at scheduled intervals 

acceptable to the Child Care Office to minimize potential neighborhood impacts. 
 

3. The applicant agrees to provide gates on the entrance and exit associated with the 
semi-circular driveway, to provide the proposed 6-foot fencing as agreed to with 
the neighborhood in the attached letter signed by the applicant and dated February 
2, 2003 and to install an alarm system on the entrance door on North Pershing 
Drive.  The applicant agrees that all required permits for these improvements shall 
be approved by the Zoning Administrator prior to the issuance of a certificate of 
occupancy.  

 
4. The applicant agrees to identify in writing to the Zoning Administrator, the 

location of the on-site and off-site parking that would accommodate staff 
associated with the proposed day care center prior to the issuance of a certificate 
of occupancy. 

 
5. The applicant agrees that the second level of the single family home shall not be 

used for day care center use.  The applicant shall submit written documentation to 
the Zoning Administrator that supports this agreement prior to the issuance of a 
certificate of occupancy. 

 
6. The applicant agrees to develop and submit written documentation to the Zoning 

Administrator and to distribute the letter to the parents of the children in care of 
the procedures for dropping off and picking up children only at the rear of the 
single-family house prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy. 

 
7. The Arlington County Child Care Office shall determine the final number of 

children to be served in the program following renovations and improvements to 
the site. 

 
8. The applicant agrees to meet all requirements of the Inspection Services staff and 

those of the Fire Department prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy. 
 

9. The applicant agrees to comply with the agreements made with the Lyon Park 
Civic Association as attached under separate cover and as signed by the applicant 
and dated February 3, 2003.  

 
10. The applicant is aware and agrees that the required Virginia State and Arlington 

County Child Licenses will not be issued prior to the issuance of a certificate of 
occupancy. 


