
  

 
County Manager:  _____________ 
 
County Attorney:  _____________ 
 
Staff:  Charles Denney, DES 

 ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 

County Board Agenda Item  
Meeting of October 14, 2006   

 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  September 27, 2006 
 
SUBJECT:  Endorsement of an application by the Northern Virginia Regional Commission for 
Transportation Enhancements Program funds to the Commonwealth Transportation Board for 
planning and design of a pedestrian/bicycle bridge over Four Mile Run connecting S Eads Street 
and Commonwealth Avenue. 
 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 
 Adopt the attached Project Endorsement Resolution regarding Arlington County’s 

support for an application for Transportation Enhancement funds by the Northern 
Virginia Regional Commission. 

 
 
ISSUES:  None 
 
SUMMARY:  The Transportation Enhancement (TE) Program is a federal funding program 
managed by the Virginia Department of Transportation. Funding is available for 12 specific 
types of projects, including bicycle and pedestrian facilities, that have a direct relationship to and 
enhance the surface transportation system. The Northern Virginia Regional Commission 
(NVRC) is preparing an application on behalf of Arlington County and the City of Alexandria 
for the planning and design of a bicycle/pedestrian bridge over Four Mile Run in the vicinity of 
Eads Street and Commonwealth Avenue. The estimated project cost in $500,000.  The TE 
program requires a 20% match from the entity requesting funding, resulting in a request for 
$400,000 in TE funds to be matched by $50,000 in County funds, and $50,000 in funds from the 
City of Alexandria. 
 
 
BACKGROUND:  Congress created the Inter-modal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
(ISTEA) in 1991 to address growing concerns about air quality, open space, and traffic 
congestion. One of several programs in ISTEA is Transportation Enhancement (TE). This 
program is the first Federal initiative to focus on enhancing the travel experience and fostering 
the quality of life in American communities with consideration to transportation, growth, and 
livability. In past years, (1994, 1995, 1997, 2003, 2004, 2005, and 2006) the County received 



 
 

funding for study and design for Meade Street Bridge improvements, the Clarendon Metro 
Canopy design, as well as five trail-related projects. 
 
 
DISCUSSION:  County staff have been working with staff from the City of Alexandria and 
NVRC to begin implementation of the Four Mile Run Restoration Master Plan that was adopted 
by the County Board in March of this year.  Construction of a bicycle/pedestrian bridge over 
Four Mile Run in the vicinity of Eads Street and Commonwealth Avenue, connecting Arlington 
and Alexandria is an important project recommended in the plan.  Given that NVRC has taken a 
lead role in coordinating the Four Mile Run Plan and in securing funding for other aspects of the 
Plan, all parties involved felt that it was appropriate for NVRC to be the applicant for the project. 
 
The proposed project requests $500,000 for planning and design of the bridge. The 
Transportation Enhancement program is a reimbursement program and the program covers 80 
percent of the cost of approved projects.  The remaining 20 percent of the project cost is covered 
by the applicant.  In this case the requested amount of TE funding is $400,000 and Arlington and 
Alexandria need to provide $50,000 each to cover the required local match 
 
The process to receive Federal Transportation Enhancements Program funding requires the 
submission of an application to the Virginia Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) by 
November 1, 2006. The application process requires that the agency applying for funding 
demonstrate a commitment to provision of the local match. Because the application for this 
project is being submitted by NVRC, the County Board is being asked to adopt the attached 
resolution supporting the application and committing $50,000 of funding toward the project if 
the application is approved. 
 
This proposal was endorsed by the Energy, Environment and Conservation Commission, the 
Transportation Commission, the Parks and Recreation Commission and the Bicycle Advisory 
Committee. 
 
In a separate Report, TE funding is being requested for public art in connection with the Virginia 
Department of Transportation’s (VDOT’s) project for Arlington Boulevard at Courthouse Road.  
Money for that project is time sensitive, given VDOT’s schedule, so it has a higher priority than 
this project this year. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  If this application is successful, a local match of $50,000 will be required. 
This funding will be provided from PAYG (313.43513 ) funding that was previously approved 
for the local match portions of transportation projects that are funded with state or federal funds.  
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Project Endorsement Resolution 
Four Mile Run Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge 

 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) construction 
allocation procedures, it is necessary that a request by resolution be received by the CTB from 
the local government or state agency in order that the Virginia Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) establish a Transportation Enhancement project within the locality; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the County Board of Arlington County, Virginia desires to endorse a request by the 
Northern Virginia Regional Commission to the CTB to establish a certain transportation 
enhancement project within Arlington County and the City of Alexandria. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the County Board of Arlington County, 
Virginia (the “County Board”) requests CTB to establish a transportation enhancement project 
for the planning and design of a bicycle/pedestrian bridge over Four Mile Run (the “Project”). 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, subject to appropriation and, subject to the execution of 
an agreement between the Northern Virginia Regional Commission and the Virginia Department 
of Transportation, if funds are awarded for the Project the County Board hereby agrees to 
$50,000 as part of the required local match for the Project. 
 
Adopted by the County Board of Arlington County, Virginia on this 14th day of  
October, 2004. 
 
County Board of Arlington County, Virginia 
 
BY ________________________ 
Chair 
 
Attest __________________________ 
Clerk to the County Board 
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