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 ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
 

County Board Agenda Item 
Meeting of September 17, 2005  

 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  August 29, 2005           
 
SUBJECT:  Request to Advertise an Ordinance to Amend, Reenact and Recodify Chapter 14.2, 
Section 14.2-20.1(a) of the Code of Arlington County, Virginia, by Adding Thereto Subsections 
(12) and (13) Prohibiting Trucks from Using Certain Streets, with Exceptions, and Providing a 
Penalty for Violations of the Code Section. 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

Authorize advertisement of a public hearing to be held on October 15, 2005, by the 
County Board to consider enacting An Ordinance to Amend, Reenact and Recodify 
Chapter 14.2 (Motor Vehicles and Traffic), Section 14.2-20.1(a) of the Code of Arlington 
County, Virginia, By Adding Thereto Subsections (12) and (13) Prohibiting Trucks from 
Using Certain Streets, with Exceptions, and Providing a Penalty Therefor. 

 
ISSUES:  None 
 
SUMMARY:  The Code of Virginia (“State Code”) authorizes local governments to enact and 
enforce ordinances to restrict truck access to certain designated streets, except for the purpose of 
receiving loads or making deliveries.  Portions of eleven County streets are described in Section 
14.2-20(a) of the County Code and are posted to restrict truck access.  This proposed Board 
action would authorize the advertisement for a public hearing on County Code amendments to 
restrict truck access on 

• 4th Street North between Washington Boulevard and North Fillmore Street; and  

• North Edgewood Street between North Pershing Drive and 3rd Street North.   
 
BACKGROUND:  The State Code authorizes local governments to restrict truck access to 
certain streets.  The County staff generally considers the guidelines established by the 
Commonwealth Transportation Board (“CTB”) in making decisions on restricting use of County 
streets.  In part, those guidelines state that access “should be restricted only upon demonstration 
that it will promote the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the Commonwealth without 
creating an undue hardship on any users of the transportation network.”  In November 1999, the 
Arlington County Board enacted Chapter 14.2 – Motor Vehicles and Traffic, Section 14.2-20.1 
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of the Code Arlington County, Virginia prohibiting trucks from using certain designated 
(neighborhood) streets.  The Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program, adopted by the Arlington 
County Board in March 2000, includes truck restrictions as a tool for reducing the truck traffic 
through neighborhoods.  To date, eleven street segments have been included in the County Code 
as subject to such restrictions. 
 
The segments of 4th Street North and North Edgewood Street in the Lyon Park neighborhood are 
one block from a convenience store on Washington Boulevard and are in the path of a cut-
through route between Pershing Drive and Washington Boulevard.  Drivers park their trucks on 
these streets, sometimes leaving motors running, while they visit the store, and trucks use the 
streets as a cut-through, all of which creates noise, litter, exhaust and general disturbance on 
these narrow, residential streets.  Neighbors in the area have requested relief from this ongoing 
problem.   
 
DISCUSSION:  The four criteria developed by the CTB guide any proposal to restrict truck 
access to a street: 
 
1. There is reasonable alternate routing. 
2. The truck traffic on the proposed restricted route is not compatible with the affected area. 
3. The roadway is residential in nature. 
4. The roadway is classified as either local or collector. 
 
This recommendation meets all criteria: 
 
1. Alternate routing.  Pershing Drive and Washington Boulevard, both arterial roadways, are 

one block from the street segments proposed for restrictions and are more appropriate for use 
by heavier vehicles.   

2. The truck traffic is incompatible with the affected area.  These streets are narrow and not 
intended as truck thoroughfares. 

3. The roadway is residential in nature.  The area is zoned and developed for single-family 
homes. 

4. The roadway is classified as either “local” or “collector.”  The streets are classified as 
“neighborhood - minor.” 

 
The County considers a fifth criterion – that trucks must comprise a significant portion of the 
total traffic.  To determine the proportion of truck traffic, staff conducted a traffic analysis and 
recorded the vehicle types and speeds traveling through the area, which is the process for all 
neighborhood traffic calming projects.  In prior requests to restrict truck access, we have used a 
threshold of five percent truck traffic before making a restriction recommendation.  Although the 
truck traffic count on 4th Street North and North Edgewood Street averaged three percent of the 
total, the disturbance created by the trucks in this residential area of narrow streets is unusual and 
extraordinary.  The running of motors, exhaust, litter and noise have a continuing significant 
negative impact on the health, safety and welfare of the residents in the area.   
 
Notification has been sent to the Lyon Park Citizen Association asking that they vote to support 
this recommendation. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  Minimal costs to fabricate and install signs. 
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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REENACT AND RECODIFY CHAPTER 14.2 (MOTOR 
VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC), SECTION 14.2-20.1(a) OF THE CODE OF ARLINGTON 
COUNTY, VIRGINIA BY ADDING THERETO SUBSECTIONS (12) AND )13) 
PROHIBITING TRUCKS FROM USING CERTAIN STREETS, WITH EXCEPTIONS, 
AND PROVIDING A PENALTY THEREFOR. 
 
I. BE IT ORDAINED that Chapter 14.2, Section 14.2-20.1(a) of the Code of Arlington 

County, Virginia is hereby amended, reenacted and recodified to read, in pertinent part, 
as follows: 

 
§ 14.2-20.1. Trucks prohibited on certain streets, with exceptions; penalty.  
 
(a)     It shall be unlawful for any person to use or cause to be used any truck, except for the 
purpose of receiving loads or making deliveries, on the following portions of the following 
streets:  
 

*                *               * 
 
(12) 4th Street North between Washington Boulevard and North Fillmore Street. 
(13) North Edgewood Street between North Pershing Drive and 3rd Street North. 
 

*                *               * 
 
II. The remaining subsections of the above-referenced section of the County Code hereby 

amended shall remain as previously enacted. 


