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DATE:   August 10, 2005 
 
SUBJECT:    Appropriation of a $20,000 Virginia Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) 
grant to the Historic Preservation Program (001.624.64HP) for continuing with phase nine of the 
Arlington County Countywide Historic Resources Survey.  
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATION:   
 

Appropriate the $20,000 in matching grant funds from the Virginia Department of 
Historic Resources (VDHR), approved by the County Board on June 18, 2005, to the 
Historic Preservation Program for a consultant to continue with phase nine of the 
Arlington Countywide Historic Resources Survey (001.624.0649). 

 
ISSUE:  None 
 
SUMMARY:  At the June 18, 2005 meeting, the County Board approved acceptance of a 
$20,000 matching grant from the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) and the 
agreement entered into by the County Manager with VDHR.  However, that action did not 
include the appropriation of funds.  This report recommends appropriation of these matching 
grant funds to the Historic Preservation Program (001.624) for payment to the consultant 
conducting phase nine of the Countywide Historic Resources Survey.   
  
BACKGROUND:  The Virginia Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) administers several 
matching grant programs.  A major criteria for these funds is that the recipient be participating in 
the Certified Local Government (CLG) Program.  Arlington was designated as a CLG in 
December 1993.  As a CLG, Arlington is eligible to compete for grant funds to assist in carrying 
out various aspects of its local historic preservation efforts. 
 
The VDHR recently announced that it had $20,000 in matching grant funds that it would award 
to Arlington County for the continuation of its Countywide Historic Resources Survey, now in 
its ninth year.  These are funds VDHR must commit before the end of its fiscal year.  VDHR sent 
Arlington County an agreement form for these matching grant funds and asked that the 
agreement be signed and returned immediately.  The matching funds from the County have 
already been approved in the FY05 budget.  The County Manager signed the agreement form and 
sent it back to VDHR, an action the County Board ratified on June 18, 2005.   



 
 

 
Over the past eight years the County has undertaken a comprehensive systematic survey of 
buildings with a goal of identifying all of the County's existing historic resources.  Each year a 
goal of having roughly 1,000 buildings identified, photographed and described has been 
achieved.  This Countywide Historic Resources Survey has been made possible in the past with 
several grants from the Virginia Department of Historic Resources and matching County funds. 
In this, year nine of the Countywide Historic Resources Survey, VDHR has approached the 
County with a matching grant offer of $20,000 for the continuation of this Countywide Historic  
Resources Survey. This grant would allow the County to hire a consultant and survey 
and identify 800 historic properties. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The County Board, at the June 18, 2005 meeting, approved the acceptance of a 
$20,000 matching grant from the Virginia Department of Historic Resources as well as an 
agreement signed by the County Manager with VDHR. The previous Board action, however, did 
not include the appropriation of these funds to the Historic Preservation Program 
(001.624.64HP) for the consultant to undertake phase nine of the Countywide Historic Resources 
Survey.  The action recommended in this report will appropriate to the Historic Preservation 
Program (001.624) the $20,000 matching grant funds from VDHR that are already being held by 
Arlington County.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  The total estimated cost of this portion of the year nine of the Countywide 
Historic Resources Survey will be $40,000. The VDHR $20,000 FY2006 revenue will be 
matched by the County with funds allocated in the adopted FY2006 County budget.  
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