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DATE:  September 6, 2005 
 
SUBJECT:  Priorities for State and Federal Transportation Funds. 
 
C. M. RECOMMENDATIONS:   
 

Endorse the priorities for federal secondary funding as shown in Table 1. 
 

ISSUES:  None.   
 
SUMMARY:  Arlington has a reserve of federal funds that needs to be obligated to 
transportation projects by the end of the next federal fiscal year, September 2006.  
 
BACKGROUND:  By letter dated July 18, 2005, Arlington received its annual notification from 
the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) specifying the County’s quarterly allocation 
of federal secondary construction and maintenance funds.  In that letter VDOT indicated that 
federal funds must be obligated in the same year the funds are allocated or within the three 
following years.  VDOT indicated that there is a new emphasis on spending these funds within 
three years, as was always intended but neither emphasized nor enforced. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Until this year Arlington has had the flexibility to reserve federal secondary 
funds beyond the three-year limit and use the accumulated funds for larger and more complex 
transportation projects, such as the North Quincy Street extension between Glebe Road and 
Wilson Boulevard.  In response to VDOT notification this summer that localities are now 
encouraged to spend the funds within three years, staff has proposed a project list outlined in 
Table 1, below.  VDOT Northern Virginia Project Engineering staff has reviewed Table 1 and 
agreed to assist in advancing these projects, assuming County Board approval.   
 
The proposed projects for federal secondary funds are listed from highest to lowest cost: 
  

• Pentagon City Multimodal Transportation Improvements, Phases 1 & 2 - $7,400,000.  
This would fund the completion of preliminary engineering and construction of 
intersection improvements along Hayes Street in Pentagon City as well as 
implementation of enhancements at the Pentagon City Metro Station.  The 
intersections at Army Navy Drive, 12th and 15th would be redesigned and constructed.  
Street and sidewalk upgrades include intersection improvements, turn lanes, transit 
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stops, signals, lighting, landscaping, and pedestrian and bicycle improvements.  
Metro station upgrades include elevator canopies, new elevator entrance, pedestrian 
passageway and designated space for Kiss & Ride, shuttles, taxis and tour buses. This 
location is a top transit priority location that serves about 35,000 transit riders a day 
and is the alternative to the Pentagon bus terminal when it becomes unavailable.    

 
• Ballston-MU Metro Station West End Entrance - $7,000,000.  This would fund the 

completion of the pedestrian passageway under Fairfax Drive to the west end of the 
Ballston-MU Metro Station tunnel and the connection to the train room.  This grant 
would allow Arlington to conduct construction at this location on Fairfax Drive at one 
time – instead of having to disturb the roadbed twice. 

 
• Columbia Pike Super Bus Stops and Street Infrastructure - $3,550,000.  This would 

fund construction of high-quality bus stops on Columbia Pike by providing necessary 
supporting curb, gutter and sidewalk infrastructure.   

 
• Columbia Pike Multimodal Corridor Preliminary Engineering - $2,000,000.  This 

would fund completion of long-term street and utility design plans that would 
incorporate the Board-approved vision as well as the recommended build alternative 
for transit in this essential transit corridor.  This project would include the design of 
streetscape cross sections, improved pedestrian facilities, left-turn lanes and median, 
bicycle lanes, on-street parking, improved transit amenities, improved vehicular flow 
and transit efficiency. 

 
• Columbia Pike - South Wakefield Street to Four Mile Run Drive - $1,800,000.  This 

would fund completion of right-of-way acquisition and construction of streetscape 
improvements, lighting, and traffic signals.   

 
• Grounding of Signal System - $1,000,000.  A recently completed study on 

Arlington’s communications master plan indicated that many signalized intersections 
within the County failed to pass an acceptable grounding test.  Improper grounding 
causes interference in the communications network, hardware malfunctions and 
destruction due to electrical conditions, and safety risks for technicians working at 
those locations.  These funds would allow the County to properly ground all traffic 
signal system equipment in the field and conform to the applicable national electrical 
standards.   

 
• Lee Highway Emergency Vehicle Preemption (EVP) System - $1,000,000.  This 

would fund completion of preliminary engineering and implementation of an 
emergency vehicle preemption system on Lee Highway between Falls Church and 
Rosslyn.  An EVP system is currently in place on Glebe Road between Lee Highway 
and Washington Boulevard, including the access to Arlington Hospital. 
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Table 1:  Priorities for Federal Funds from Statewide Discretionary Programs 

Project Title 

Federal 
Funds 

Request1

1 Pentagon City Multimodal Transportation Improvements Phases 1 & 2  7,400,000 
2 Ballston-MU Metro Station West End Entrance  7,000,000 
3 Columbia Pike Super Bus Stops and Street Infrastructure   3,550,000 
4 Columbia Pike Multimodal Corridor Preliminary Engineering 2,000,000 
5 Columbia Pike - Wakefield to Four Mile Run   1,800,000 
6 Grounding of Signal System  1,000,000 
7 Lee Highway Emergency Vehicle Preemption System  1,000,000 

Total $23,750,000 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  Arlington would be required to match the federal secondary funds by 20 
percent for a total of $4,750,000 to be included in future CIP’s.   

                                                           
1 Including the 20 percent local match 
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